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OFFICIAL  LETTERS 

FROM 

General  WASHINGTON 

TO 

CONGRESS. 


S  I  Ky  Trmtofi,  January  I,  1 777. 

I  OUR  refolves  of  tjie  twenty-feverjth  ultimo  were  tranf- 
mitted  me  lad  night  by  meffieurs  Ciyrtier,  Morris,  and 
Walton.  The  confidence  which  Congrefs  have  honoured 
me  with  by  thefe  proceedings  has  a  claim  to  my  warmeft 
acknowledgments.  At  the  fame  time  J  beg  leave  to  affurc 
them,  that  all  my  faculties  (hall  be  employed  to  diredt  prop- 
erly the  powers  they  have  been  pleafed  to  vefl  me  with, 
and  to  advance  thofe  cbjeds,  and  only  thofe,  which  gave 
rife  to  this  honourable  mark  of  diftindion.  If  my  exer- 
tions fhould  not  be  attended  with  the  defired  fuccefs,  I 
truft  the  failure  v^ill  be  imputed  to  the  true  caufe, — the 
peculiarly  diftrefTed  fituation  of  our  affairs,  and  the  difficul- 
ties I  have  to  combat, — rather  than  to  a  want  of  zeal  for 
my  country,  and  the  clofeft  attention  to  her  interefrs,  to 
promote  which  has  ever  been  my  ftudy. 

On  Monday  morning  I  paffed  the  Delaware  myfelf ;  the 
whole  of  our  troops  and  artillery  not  till  yefterday,  owing 
to  the  ice  which  rendered  their  pafTage  extremely  difficult 
and  fatiguing.  Since  their  arrival,  we  have  been  parading 
the  regiments  whofe  time  of  fervice  is  now  expired,  in  or- 
der to  know  what  force  we  fhould  have  to  depend  on,  and 
how  to  regulate  our  views  accordingly.  After  much  per- 
fuafion  and  the  exertions  of  their  officers,  half  or  a  greater 
proportion  of  thofe  from  the  eaftward  have  confented  to 

flay 
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fay  fix  weeks  on  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars.  I  feel  the  in- 
convenience of  this  advance,  aiid  I  know  the  confequences 
which  will  refult  from  it : — but  what  could  be  done  ? — 
Pennfylvania  had  allowed  the  fame  to  her  militia  ;• — the " 
troops  felt  their  importance,  and  would  have  their  price. 
Indeed,  as  their  aid  is  fo  eflential,  and  not  to  be  difpenfed 
with,  it  is  to  be  wondered  they  had  not  eftimated  it  at  a 
higher  rate.  I  perceive  that  Congrefs,  apprehenfive  of  this 
event,  had  made  unlimited  provifion  for  it. 

General  Mifflin  is  at  Bordentown  with. about  eighteen 
hundred  men,  and  general  Cadwallader  at  Crofwix's,  with 
about  the  fame  number.  We  are  now  making  our  arrange- 
ments, and  concerting  a  plan  of  operations,  which  I  (hall 
attempt  to  execute  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  which  I  hope 
v/ill  be  attended  with  feme  fuccefs. 

As  to  the  number  and  fituation  of  the  enemy,  I  cannot 
ebtain  certain  intelligence  :  but,  from  the  accounts  mod  to 
be  relied  on,  they  have  colledted  the  principal  part  of  their 
force,  from  Brunfwic  and  the  neighbouring  ports,  at 
Princeton,  where  they  are  throwing  up  fome  works.  The 
number  there  is  reported  to  be  from  five  to  fix  thoiffand ; 
and  it  is  confidently  faid  they  have  fent  the  chief  part  of 
their  baggage  to  Brunfwic.  It  is  added  that  general  Howe 
landed  at  Amboy  a  day  or  two  ago  with  a  thoufand  light 
troops,  and  is  on  his  march  from  thence. 

I  have  fent  into  different  parts  of  Jerfey,  men  of  infiii- 
ence  to  fpirit  up  the  militia,  and  flatter  myfelf  that  the 
many  injuries  they  have  received  will  induce  fome  to  give 
their  aid.  If  what  they  have  fuffered  does  not  roufe  their 
refentment,  they  muft  not  poffefs  the  common  feelings  of 
humanity.  To  oppreffion,  ravage,  and  a  deprivation  of 
property,  they  have  had  the  more  mortifying  circumftance 
of  infult  added  : — after  being  (tripped  of  all  they  had  with- 
out the  leaft  compenfation,  protections  have  been  granted' 
them  for  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  effedls. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  returns  of  our 
force,  owing  to  our  fituation.  -I  fuppofe  that  about  two 
or  three  and  twenty  hundred  pafi^ed  with  me,  which  num- 
ber is  now  reduced  to  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred.     No  efti- 

raate 
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mate  of  our  force  can  be  formed  from  the  number  of  regi- 
ments :  many  of  them,  by  reafon  of  ficknefs,  cannot  tura 
out  more  than  a  hundred  men. 


SIR,  Pltickemln,  January  5,  I77y« 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  fince  the  date 
of  my  laft  from  Trenton,  I  have  removed  with  tjie  army 
under  my  command  to  this  place.  The  difficulty  of  croff- 
ing  the  Delaware  on  account  of  the  ice  made  our  paflage 
over  it  tedious,  and  gave  the  enemy  an  opportunity  of  draw- 
ing in  their  feveral  cantonments,  and  affembling  their  whole 
force  at  Princeton.  Their  large  picquets,  advanced  to- 
wards Trenton, — their  great  preparations,  and  fome  intel- 
ligence I  had  received, — added  to  their  knowledge  that 
the  firft  of  January  brought  on  a  diflblution  of  the  beft  part 
of  our  army,— gave  me  the  ftrongeft  reafons  to  conclude 
that  an  attack  upon  us  was  meditating. 

Our  fituation  was  moil  critical,  and  our  force  fraall. 
To  remove  immediately  was  again  deflroying  every  dawn 
of  hope  which  had  begun  to  revive  in  the  breads  of  the 
Jerfey  militia;  and  to  bring  thofe  troops  which  had  firft 
croffed  the  Delaware  and  were  lying  at  Crofwix's  under 
general  Cadwallader,  and  thofe  under  general  MijfHin  at 
Bordentown,  (amounting  in  the  whole  to  about  tliree  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred)  to  Trenton,  was  to  bring  them  to  an 
expofed  place.  One  or  the  other  however  was  unavoida- 
ble :  the  latter  was  preferred,  and  they  were  ordered  to  join 
us  at  Trenton,  which  they  did,  by  a  night-march  on  the 
firfl  inftant. 

On  the  fecond,  according  to  my  expe(5lation,  the  enemy 
began  to  advance  upon  us  ;  and,  after  fome  ikirmifhing,  the 
head  of  their  column  reached  Trenton  about  four  o'clock, 
whilft  their  rear  was  as  far  back  as  Maidenhead.  They 
attempted  to  pafs  Sanpink  creek  which  runs  through  Tren- 
ton, at  different  places ;  but,  finding  the  fords  guarded, 
halted,  and  kindled  their  fires.  We  were  drawn  up  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  creek.  In  this  fituation  we  remain- 
ed till  dark,  cannonading  the  enemy,^  and  receiving  the  fire 
of  th:ir  field-pieces,  which  did  us  but  littk  damage. 

A  2  Havinc! 
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Having  by  this  time  difcovered  that  the  enemy  were 
greatly  fuperior  in  number,  and  that  their  defign  was  to 
furround  us,  I  ordered  all  our  baggage  to  be  removed  filent- 
ly  to  Burlington  foon  after  dark;  and  at  twelve  o'clock, 
after  renewing  our  fires,  and  leaving  guards  at  the  bridge 
in  Trenton,  and  other  paffes  on  the  fame  ftream  above, 
niarched  by  a  round-about  road  to  Princeton,  where  I  knew 
they  could  not  have  much  force  left,  and  might  have  ftores. 
One  thing  I  was  certain  of,  that  it  would  avoid  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  retreat,  ( wliich  was  of  courfe,— or  to  run  the 
hazard  of  the  v/hole  army  being  cut  off)  whilft  we  might 
by  a  fortunate  ftroke  withdraw  general  Howe  from  Tren- 
ton, and  give  forne  reputation  to  our  arms.  Happily  we 
fucceeded.  We  found  Princeton  about  fun-rife  with  only 
three  regiments^  and  three  troops  of  Hght-horfe  in  it,  two 
of  which  were  on  their  march  to  Trenton.  Thefe  three 
regiments,  efpecially  the  two  firft,  made  a  gallant  refiftance, 
and,  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners,  muft  have  loft  five 
hundred  men  :  upwards  of  one  hundred  of  them  were  left 
dead  in  the  field ;  and,  with  what  I  have  with  me  and 
what  were  taken  in  the  purfuit  and  carried  acrofs  the  Del- 
aware, there  are  near  three  hundred  prifoners,  fourteen  of 
whom  are  officers,  all  Britifhi 

This  piece  of  good  fortune  is  counterbalanced  by  the 
lofs  of  the  brave  and  worthy  general  Mercer,  colonels  Haz- 
let  and  Potter,  captain  Neal  of  the  artillery,  captain  Flem* 
ing  who  commanded  the  firft  Virginia  regiment,  and  four 
or  five  other  valuable  officers,  who,  with  about  twenty-five 
or  thirty  privates,  were  (lain  in  the  field.  Our  whole  lofs 
cannot  be  afcertained,  as  many  who  were  in  purfuit  of  the 
enemy  (who  were  chafed  three-orfour  miles)  are  not  yet 
come  in. 

The  rear  of  the  enemy's  army  lying  at  Maidenhead  (not 
more  than  five  or  Cik.  miles  from  Princeton)  was  up  with  us 
before  our  purfait  was  over  :  but  as  I  had  the  precaution  to- 
deftroy  the  bridge  over  Stoney-brook,  (about  half  a  mile 
from  the  field  of  adion)  they  were  fo  long  retarded  there 
as  to  give  us  time  to  move  off  in  good  order  for  this 
})lace.  We  took  two  brafs  field-pieces  ;  but,  for  want  of 
horfes,  could  not  bring  them  away.  We  alfo  took  fotoe  , 
blankets,  fhocs,  and  a  few  other  trifling  articles;,  buraed  the 

hay. 
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hay,  and  deilroyed  fuch  other  things  as  the  fhortnefs  of  the 
tifne  would  admit  of. 

My  original  plan,  when  I  fet  out  from  Trenton,  was,  to 
have  pullied  on  to  Brunfwic  :  but  the  haraffed  ftate  of  our 
troops,  (many  of  them  having  had  no  refl  for  two  nights 
and  a  day)  and  the  danger  of  lojGng  the  advantage  we  had 
gained  by  aiming  at  too  much,  induced  me,  by  the  advice 
of  my  officers,  to  rehnquifh  the  attempt :  but,  in  my  judg- 
ment;  fix  or  eight  hundred  frefli  troops  upon  a  forced  march 
would  have  deilroyed  all  their  ftores  and  magazines, — taken 
(as  we  have  fince  learned)  their  military  cheft,  containing 
feventy  thoufand  pounds, — -and  put  an  end  to  the  war.  The 
enemy,  from  the  beft  intelligence  I  have  been  able  to  get  > 
were  fo  much  alarmed  at  the  apprehenfion  of  this,  that  they 
marched  immediately  to  Brunfwic  without  halting,  except 
at  the  bridges,  (for  I  alfo  took  up  thofe  on  Millftone,  on  the 
dffierent  routes  to  Brunfwic)  and  got  there  before  day. 

From  the  beft  information  I  have  received,  general  Howe' 
has  left  no  men  either  at  Trenton  or  Princeton.     The  truth  • 
of  this  I  am  endeavouring  to  afeertain,  that  I  may  regulate 
Riy  movements  accordmgly. 

The  mihtia  are  taking  fpirits,  and,  I  am  told,  are  coming 
in  faft  from  this  State  :  but  I  fear  thofe  from  Philadelphia 
v/ill  fcarcely  fubmit  to  the  hardfliips  of  a  winter  campaign 
much  longer,  efpecially  as  they  very  unluckily  fent  their 
blankets  with  their  Luggage  to  Burlington.  I  muft  do  them 
the  juftice  however  to  add,  that  they  have  undergone  more 
fatigue  and  hardfhip,  than  1  expe (fled  militia  (efpecially  cit- 
izens) v/ould  have  done  at  this  inclement  feafon.  I  am  juft 
moving  to  Morriftown,  where  I  fliall  endeavour  to  put  them 
under  the  beft  cover  I  can  : — hitherto  we  have  been  with- 
out any  ;  and  many  of  our  poor  foldiers  c][uite  barefoot,  and 
ijl  clad  in  other  refpedls. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  X)/[QrriJloiV7i^  yamiar^  7,  1777" 

I  AM  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  account  of  gen- 
eral Mercer's  death,  tranfmitted  in  my  laft,  w^as  premature, 
though  it  was  mentioned  as  certain  by  many  who  faw  him 

after 
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after  he  was  wounded.  By  intelligence  from  Princeton  yef- 
terday  evening,  he  was  alive,  andfeemed  as  if  he  would  do 
well : — unhappily  he  is  a  prifoner.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
information  I  had  of  his  death,  I  would  have  tried  to  have 
brought  him  away,  though  I  believe  it  could  not  have  beei> 
efFeded. 

The  enemy  have  totally  evacuated  Trent  and  Prince 
towns,  and  are  now  at  Brunfwic  and  the  feveral  ports  on 
the  communication  between  that  and  Hudfon's  river,  but 
chiefly  at  Brunf\vic.  Their  numbers  and  movements  are 
rarioufly  reported  :  but  all  agree  that  their  force  is  great. 
There  have  been  two  or  three  little  fldrmilhes  between  their 
parties  and  fome  detachments  of  militia,  in  which  the  latter 
have  been  fuccefsful,  and  made  a  few  prifoners.  The  moft 
Gonfiderable  was  on  Sunday  morning  near  Springfield,  when 
eight  or  ten  Waldeckers  were  killed  and  wounded,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  party  (thirty-nine  or  forty)  made  prifoners, 
with  two  officers,  by  a  force  not  fuperior  in  number,  and 
without  receiving  the  lead  damage. 

.The  feverity  of  the  feafon  has  made  our  troops,  efpecially 
the  militia,  extremely  impatient,  and  has  reduced  the  num- 
ber very  confiderably.  Every  day  more  or  lefs  leave  us* 
Their  complaints,  and  the  great  fatigues  they  had  undergone, 
induced  me  to  come  to  this  place,  as  the  befi  calculated  of 
any  in  this  quarter  to  accommodate  and  refrefli  them.  The 
fituation  is  by  no  means  favourable  to  our  views ;  and,  as 
foon  as  the  purpofes  are  anfwered  for  which  we  came,  J 
think  to  remove,  though  I  confefs  I  do  not  knov/  how  we 
Ihall  procure  covering  for  our  men  elfewhere. 

I  hate  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W^ 


SI^,  Head' garters,  Morrifoivn^  Jan.  ^ylJ'JJ* 

I  AM  honoured  with  yours  of  the  firft  inftant,  inclof- 
ing  fundry  refolves  relating  to  this  and  the  northern  army-. 
Thofe  that  refped^  my  department  fhall  be  properly  at- 
tended to. 

I  am  obliged  by  your  notice  of  colonel  Baylor,  on  whom 
I  fliall  confer  the  command  of  horfe  to  which  you  recom- 
mend him. — When  the  uniform  for  the  regiment  is  fixed 

upon. 
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upon,  a  horfe  propdrly  caparifoned  fiiall  be  provided  and 
prefented  to  colonel  Baylor. — There  were  no  horfes  of  any 
figure  or  value  taken  at  Trenton, 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  laft,  the  enemy  have  withdrawn  all 
their  out-garrifons,  and  centred  their  whole  force  at  and  near 
Brunfwic ;  but  whether  with  an  intention  to  make  a  ftand 
there  or  make  another  pufh  tov/ards  Philadelphia,  I  cannot 
yet  determine. — Upon  the  evacuation  of  Elizabethtown, 
general  Maxwell  fell  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  and  made  fer- 
enty  prifoners  and  took  a  parcel  of  baggage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c*  G.  W* 


S  I  R.^  Head- garters,  Morrifloiun^  Jan.  12,  1777-^ 

I  AM  honoured  with  yours  of  the  lixth,  inclofing  fev- 
eral  refolves  of  Congrefs  refpeding  an  exchange  to  be  pro- 
pofed  between  general  Lee  and  the  Heflian  field-ofEcers 
taken  at  Trenton.  Colonel  Ralle  died  the  day  after  the 
adion  ;  and  we  left  one  of  the  majors  fo  ill  of  his  wounds, 
that  I  am  in  doubt  of  his  recovery.  I  can  however  make 
an  offer  of  all  that  remain,  in  exchange  for  general  L^e^ 
except  one  whom  you  order  to  be  pro})ofed  for  colonel 
Allen.  If  the  offer  is  rejeded  by  general  Howe,  I  fnall 
think  myfelf  then  at  liberty  to  remonftrate  to  him  on  his- 
treatment  of  general  Lee.  If  he  v;ill  not  exchange  him, 
he  fhould  at  ieaft  admit  him  to  his  parole,,  as  we  have  ever 
done  their  prifoners  who  have  fallen  into  our  hands. 

I  underftand  from  undoubted  authority  that  they  intend" 
to  try  the  general  by  a  court-martial,  as  a  deferter  from  their 
fervice,  pretending  that  his  refignation  was  never  accepted 
of.  But  I  (hall  inform  general  Howe,  that,  if  any  fuch  ftep 
is  taken,  under  fo  fliallow  and  illegal  a  pretext,  and  their 
fentence  fhould  extend  either  to  afFedl  his  life  or  liberty, 
they  may  depend  upon  the  moft  fevere  and  adequate  retali- 
ation upon  our  part. 

The  enemy  have  made  no  move  fince  my  lafl.  By  every 
account,  they  begin  to  be  diftrefTed,  particularly  for  forage, 
.of  which  there  is  little  or  none  remaining  in  the  fmall  circle- 
they  pofTefs,  except  fait  hay. 

By  letters  from  general  Heath,  of  the  ninth,  he  was  be- 

ginning 
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ginning  to  move  down  towards  Kingfbridge  with  the  troops^ 
from  New-England.  This  mufl  add  to  the  diftrefs  of  the 
enemy,  who  v/ill,  by  this  meafure,  be  deprived  of  the  fub* 
fillence  they  formerly  drew  from  Weft-Ghefter  and  the  coun- 
ties to  the  northward  of  York-ifland* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^Scc.  G.  W» 


S  1  R,  Bead'^artersy  Morrr/oivn,  Jan,  14,1777; 

I  EMBRACE  this  opportunity,  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  of 
informing  you  that  the  enemy  remain  upon  their  old  ground^ 
at  Amboy  and  Brunfwic.  Our  accounts  ftill  confirm  their 
want  of  forage,  which  I  hope  will  increafe.  If  their  horfes 
are  reduced  this  winter,  it  will  be  impoflible  for  them  to  take 
the  field  in  the  fpring. 

General  Warner,  with  two  regiments  from  MaflTachufetts,. 
is  arrived  here  :  general  Heath,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
troops  from  that  State,  has  by  this  time  begun  to  move 
down  towards  Kingfbridge. 

1  this  day  intend  to  fend  in  a  flag  with  letters  to  lord  and> 
general  Howe  upon  the  fubjedt  of  general  Lee's  exchange, 
and  remonftrating  againft  the  fevere  treatment  of  our  prifon- 
crs.  I  inclofe  you  copies  of  both  for  your  infpedtion  and 
approbation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W*- 


51  R,  Head-Barters^  Sforrijozim,  Jan.  I7,  1 7 77. 

I  HAVE  not  had  the  honour  of  any  of  your  favours 
fince  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  fourteenth  in ftant. — No  material 
alterations  have  happened  in  this  quarter.  The  enemy, 
from  every  account,  mean  to  make  Brunfwic  their  advanc- 
ed pod  for  this  winter.  They  are  endeavouring  to  draw 
in  all  the  forage  they  can  get ;  in  the  courle  of  v/hich,  they 
Have  daily  ilcirmifhes  with  our  advanced  parties  :  but  I  thinks 
do  what  they  will,  they  mufl:  be  diftreifed  greatly  before 
the  winter  is  over. 

By  a  late  refolve  of  Congrefs,  the  towns  of  Carlifle  in 
Fennfylvanla,  and  Brookfield  in  MafTachufetts,  are  fixed 
ligpn  for  the  proper  places  to  ered  elaboratories,  and  lay 
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mp  magazines  of  military  ftores.  Upon  communicating 
this  refolve  to  general  Knox,  who  will  have  the  principal 
diredion  of  thefe  matters,  he  was  of  opinion  that  Hartford 
in  Connedicut  would  be  on  many  accounts  more  conve- 
nient for  that  purpoie  than  BrooMeld,  particularly  in  re* 
fpe6t  to  buildings,  which  are  already  ereded,  and,  though 
not  fucb  .as  are  immediately  fit  for  the  ufes  they  are  intend- 
ed, may  be  eafily  converted  to  them.-^General  Knox,  and 
others  whom  I  have  confulted  upon  the  occafion,  alfo  thinJk 
that  Yorktown  will  be  full  as  fafe,  and  more  convenient 
than  Carlifle. — If  thefe  two  alterations  fhould,  upon  a  re- 
confideration,  appear  to  you  in  the  fame  light,  and  no  fteps 
fhould  have  been  taken  towards  carrying  matters  into  exe* 
cution,  1  fhould  be  glad  that  you  would,  by  a  new  refolve^ 
permit  me  to  direift  the  works  to  be  carried  on  at  the  places 
lafl  mentioned. 

Since  I  began  this  letter,  your  favour  of  the  tenth  was 
delivered  tome,  indofmg  fundry  refolve s  of  Congrefs,  to 
which  I  fhall  pay  due  attention,  and  fhall  inform  *  *  ^ 
^and  *^  ^  *  of  their  difmillion  from  the  fervice  of  the  States^ 

I  havetl^e  honour  to  be,  Sec,  G.  W* 


S.  I  R,  Head-^iartersy  Morrlfoivn^  Jan,  19,17 7 7^ 

THE  fluduating  flate  of  an  army  cempofed  chiefly 
of  militia  bids  fair  to  reduce  us  to  the  fituation  in  which  we 
were  fome  little  time  ago, — that  is,  of  fcarce  having  any  ar*^ 
my  at  all, — except  reinforcements  fpeedily  arrive.  One  of 
the  l^attalions  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia  goes  home  to- 
day,— and  the  other  tv/o  only  remain  a  few  days  lo>iger 
upon  courtefy.  The  time  f6r  which  a  country  brigade  un- 
der general  Mifflin  came  out  is  expired,  and  they  flay  from 
day  to  day  by  dint  of  felicitation, — their  numbers  much 
reduced  by  defertions.  We  have  about  eight  hundred  of 
the  eaftern  continental  troops  remaining  of  twelve  or  four- 
teen hundred  who  at  firft  agreed  to  flay, — part  engaged  to 
.he  lafl  of  this  month,  and  part  to  the  middle  of  next. 
The  ^wt  Virginia  regiments  are  reduced  to  a  handful  of 
men,  as  are  colonel  Hand's,  Smallwood's,  and  the  German 
battalion.     A  few  days  ago  general  Warner  arrived  with 

about 
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about  feven  hundred  Maffachufetts  militia  engaged  to  the 
fifteenth  of  March. 

Thus  you  have  a  Iketch  of  our  prefent  army,  with  which 
we  are  obliged  to  keep  up  appearances  before  an  enemy 
already  double  to  us  in  numbers,  and  who -from  every  ac- 
count are  withdrawing  their  troops  from  Rhode-Ifland,  to 
form  a  jundion  of  their  whole  army,  and  rnake  another  at- 
tempt either  to  break  up  ours,  or  penetrate  towards  Phila- 
delphia,— a  thing  by  no  means  difficult  now,  as  the  ice  af- 
fords an  ealy  paflage  over  the  Delaware. 

I  do  not  yet  know  what  efFedl  general  Heath's  moving 
-^down  towards  New-York  will  have.  Yefterday  morning 
a  confiderable  firing  was  heard,  which  feemed  to  be  about 
Kingfbridge.  I  am  in  hopes  that  his  appearance  on  that 
quarter  with  a  pretty  large  force  will  oblige  them  to  with- 
draw part  of  theirs  from  Jerfey,  to  fecure  the  city  of  New- 
York,  which,  by  lat€  accounts,  is  weakly  garrifoned.'  Gen- 
eral Heath  has  all  the  eaftern  and  York  militia  with  him, 
except  the  (mall  brigade  under  general  Warner  thatlmen- 
tiipned  before,  one  regiment  of  Connedicut,  (topped  at 
Providence  in  Rhode-Ifland,  and  a  number  (how  many  I 
vdo  hot  know)  requefted  by  general  Schuyler  to  be  fent  to 
Ticonderoga. — If  it  fhould  appear  that  they  are  regardlefs 
of  the  diverfion  made  by  general  Heath,  and  perfift  in  their 
plan  of  drawing  their  whole  army  together  in  Jerfey,  Imuft 
order  him  over  with  all  his  troops,  except  as  many  as  arc 
neceffary  to  garrifon  the  forts  and  guard  the  pafTes  in  the 
Highlands. 

I  have  ordered  away  every  officer  that  could  be  {pared, 
ifome  to  recruit,  and  fome  to  colledl  the  fcattered  men  of  the 
different  regiments,  who  are  difperfed  almoft  over  the  con- 
tinent:  for,  of  the  vaft  numbers  fent  to  the  hofpitals  at 
different  times,  few  ever  returned  after  they  got  well. 

As  militia  muft  be  our  dependence  till  we  can  get  the 
new  army  raifed  and  properly  arranged,  I  mud  entreat  yon 
to  continue  your  endeavours  with  the  States  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  Maryland  and  Virginia  to  turn  out  every  m.an  they 
poffibly  can,  and  for  fome  longer  time  than  they  generally 
have  ftipulated  for.  If  they  agree  for  a  month  or  any  lim- 
ited time,  it  (hould  commence  from  the  time  they  adually 
join  the  army,  and  not  from  the  time  they  leave   their 

homes; 
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feomes  :  otherwife  the  marching -backwards  and  forwards 
con  fames  the  term  of  engagement. 

I  think  thefe  demands  of  aid  fhould  be  made  as  quietly 
as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will  admit  of,  efpecially  at  this 
time  when  we  ^re  deceiving  our  enemies  with  falfe  opin- 
ions of  our  numbers  :  for,  to  bo  aft  of  our  fuperiority  in 
that  refpe»5t  on  one  hand,  and  to  call  publickly  on  the  peo- 
ple for  afiiftance  on  the  other,  is  an  impropriety  too  glar- 
ing : — indeed  It  has  been  already  noticed  in  fome  publica- 
tions that  I  have  feen  from  New-York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See*  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  H£ ad' garters,  Morrt/lorvny  Jan.  20,  T  7  7 7- 

I  AM  favoured   with  yours  <^f  the  fifteenth  inftant, 
with  the  fundry  refolves  inclofed  in  it.      If  that  refpedting 
the  continental  currency  is  carried   ftridlly  into  execution,  ^ 
it  cannot  fail  of  fully  re-eftabliihing  its  credit, 

I  have  no  objedioH  to  the  three  gentlemen  who  are  rec« 
ommended  for  Jeld-officers  in  the  New-Kampfhire  regi* 
ment  ;  they  feem  fully  entitled  to  it,  as  they  have  raifed  the 
regiment.  I  will  fur nifh  them  with  commiffions  from  the 
date  of  their  appointment,  when  applied  to  for  that  purpofe. 
There  is  fomething  particular  in  the  application  of  col* 
onel  Dubois  and  his  officers  for  thefum  of  five  hundred  and 
thirteen  dollars  and  two  thirds.  They  were  to  have  been 
commlffioned  provided  they  could  raife  the  men  ;  but,  from 
their  own  pay  abftradl,  it  appears  that  fourteen  officers  only 
brought  twenty-five  men  into  the  field.  •  As  they  certainly 
did  not  comply  with  their  agreement,  I  would,  after  ftating 
the  matter  as  it  really  was,  Tubmit  it  to  Congrefs  who  have 
the  difpofal  of  the  public  money, 

I  have  perufed  the  petition  of  monfieurFaneuIl  and  other 
French  gentlemen.  If  they  could  raife  fuch  a  regiment  as 
they  propofe,  it  would  certainly  be  ufeful :  but  I  have  no 
corrception  that  there  are  Canadians  enough  to  be  found 
even  for  a  regiment  of  the  common  number,  much  lefs  of 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  forty-fe%^en,  which  is  the 
number  propofed.  I  know,  neither  colonel  Livingfton  nor 
colonel  Hazen  could  ever  complete  their  Canadian  regU 
^^OL.  II.  B  ments 
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ments  when  they  had  the  country  open  to  them.  As  I 
would  gi\re  encouragement  to  foreigners  of  real  merit,  I 
would  put  the  thing  upon  this  footing  : — if  monlieur 
Faneuii  can  procure  a  fufficient  number  of  officers  to  fill  a 
regiment  of  the  common  fize,  and  they  can  give  any  afllir- 
ances  of  being  able  to  raife  the  men,  I  would  grant  them 
commilTions. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  remark  here,  that,  except  we  can 
throw  the  many  foreigners  who  have  commiflions  in  our 
army  into  a  corps  together,  they  will  be  entirely  ufelefs, 
as  they  can  neither  converfe  with  officers  nor  men  in  any 
other  kind  of  regiment. 

I  am  fo  well  alTured  that  you  would  not  recommend 
do6lor  Potts  to  fucceed  dodor  Stringer  in  the  northern 
department  except  you  had  fufficicnt  proof  of  his  abilities 
in  the  medical  line,  that  I  readily  concur  with  you  in  the 
appointment. 

I  have  received  a  piece  of  information  which  I  am  afraid 
is  true, — and  that  is,  that  the  Britifh  cruifers  have  taken 
a  French  veffel,  with  a  lar^e  parcel  of  cannon  and  mortars 
on  board.  I  know  fuch  a  one  was  expeded,  and  there- 
fore more  readily  credit  the  account. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  refpedt  and  efieem,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Head- garters,  Morrijoivn,  Jan .21,iyyy.^ 

MY  lail  to  you  was  on  the  twentieth  inftant.  Since" 
that  I  have  the  pleafure  to  inform  you  that  general  Dick- 
infon,  with  about  four  hundred  militia,  has  defeated  a  for- 
aging party  of  the  enemy  of  an  equal  number,  and  has  taken 
K)rty  waggons,  and  upwards  ef  a  hundred  horfes,  moil:  of 
them  of  the  Englifh  draft  breed,  and  a  number  of  (heep  and 
cattle  which  they  had  colkaed.  The  enemy  retreated 
with  fo  much  precipitation^  that  general  Dickinfon  had  on- 
ly an  opportunity  of  making  nine  prifoners.  They  were 
obferved  to  carry  oif  a  good  many  dead  and  wounded  in 
light  waggons. — This  adion  happened  near  Somerfet 
court-houfe  on  Millftone  river.  General  Dickinfon's  be- 
haviour refle6ls  the  higheft  honour  upon  him  :  for,  though 
his  troops  were  all  raw,  he  led  them  tlirough  the  river 
middle-deep,  and  gave  the  enemy  fofcvere  a  charge,  that, 

although 
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although  fupported  by   three  field-pieces,  they  gave  v/ay 
and  left  their  convoy.  / 

I  have  not  heard  from  general  Heath  fince  the  firing  near 
Kin  (bridge  lad  Saturday  ;  which  I  cannot  account  for,  un- 
lefs  the  North  river  fhould  have  been  rendered  impaffiible 
by  the  ice.  But  the  account  of  his  having  furprifed  and 
taken  Fort- Independence  on  Friday  night  lall:  come  fo  well 
authenticated  by  different  ways,  that  I  cannot  doubt  it.  It 
is  faid  that  he  took  four  hundred  prifoners  in  that  fort,  and 
that  he  inveded  Fort-Waihington  on  Saturday,  which  oc- 
cafioned  the  firing.  This  is  brought  out  by  three  of  our 
officers  who  made  their  efcape  from  New- York  on  Sunday, 
and  is  confirmed  by  a  fpy  who  went  into  Amboy,  who 
fays  an  exprefs  had  arrived  at  Amboy  from  New- York, 
with  an'  account  of  the  lofs  of  Fort-Independence,  and 
calling  for  a  reinforcement  to  protedt  the  city  ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  a  number  of  troops  had  gone  over.  I 
have  fent  in  fpies  to  Brunfv/ic  and  Amboy  to  know  the 
truth  of  this  :  and,  if  it  appears  that  they  have  weakened 
tliemfelves  to  reinforce  New- York,  I  lliall  probably  make 
fome  atten^pt  upon  them,  if  v/e  have  men  enough  left  to 
doit. 

I  ihall  be  glad  to  knov/  what  ftock  of  fmall-arms  you  at 
preient  have,  and  what  are  your  expectations  fhwtly.  The 
necefficy  that  we  have  been  and  are  now  under,  of  calling 
in  and  arming  the  militia,  fcatters  our  armory  all  over  the 
world,  in  a  manner  :  their  officers  are  fo  irregular  that  they 
generally  fuffer  their  men  to  carry  home  every  thing  that  is 
put  into  their  hands,  which  is  forever  loft  to  the  pubhc. 
The  new-ralfed  regiments  will  call  for  a  great  number  of 
arms  ;  and  I  do  net  at  prefent  fee  how  they  are  to  be  fup- 
plied. 

1  would  again  beg  leave  to  recal  the  attention  of  Con- 
grefs  to  the  appointment  of  general  officers.  I  will  not 
fuppofe  the  nomination  of  them  is  poftponed  upon  a  faving 
principle,  becaufe  the  advantage  in  having  proper  officers  to 
rexamine  the  pay-rolls  of  their  feveral  regiments,  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  returns  of  their  brigades, — to  fee  that 
the  regiments  are  provided  with  what  is  proper,  and  that 
no  more  than  a  fufficiency  is  allowed, — to  keep  officers 
.to  their  duty,  and  not,  while  the  fpirited  officer  is  encoun- 
tering^ 
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terlng  all  the  fatigues  and  hardihips  of  a  rigorous  campaign, 
fuffer  a  number  of  others,  under  various  frivolous  pretences  ^ 
and  imaginary  fickneffes,  to  enjoy  theirsfelves^  at  the  pub- 
lie  cxpenfe  at  their  own  firefides'  ;■ — I  fay,  if  die  appoint- 
ments are  withheld  upon  paiSmonious  principles,  the  Con- 
grefs  are  niiftaken  :  for  T  am  convinced,  that,  by  the  cor- 
redion  of  many  abufes  which  it  is  imp(»ffible  for  me  to 
attend  to,  the  public  will  be  benefited  in  a  great  degree  in 
the  article  of  expenfe.  Eut  this  is  not  ail.  We  have  a 
very  little  time  to  do  a  very,  great  woik  in.  The  arrang- 
ing, providing  for,  and  difcipliniRg  a  hundred  ar.d"  odd 
battalions  is  not  to  be  aecornpliihed  hi  a  duy  ;  nor  is  it  to 
be  done  at  all  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  when  we  have 
cnce  entered-  upon  the  adive  part  of  the  campaign.  Thefe 
duties  mull:  be  branched  out,  or  they  will  be  negle<fie-d.  and 
the  public  injured.  Befides,  were  the  brigadiers  appointed^ 
they  might  be  facilitating  the  recruiting  fervice  ;  thejr 
would  have  tims  to  get  a  little  acquainted  with  their  brig- 
ades, the  wants  of  them,  and  eafe  n^e  of  the  great  weight 
and  burden  which  I  at  prefent  ftd^ 

On  whom  the  choice  will  or  ought  to  light,  I  cannot  un- 
dertake to  fay.  In  a  former  letter  I  took  the  liberty  of 
fdbmitting  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs  the  propriety  of 
appointing,  out  of  each  State,  brigadiersto  command  t!j« 
troops  of  that  State,^ — thinking,  as  a  diftindion  is  now  fix*- 
cd,  a  fpirlt  of  emulation  might  arife  by  this  means.  At  any 
rate,  I  iliall  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  general  Cai- 
wallader  as  one  of  the  firft  for  the  new  appointments.  I' 
have  found  him  a  man  of  ability,  a  good  diiciplinarian,  firm 
in  his  principles,  and  of  intrepid  bravery.  I  (liall  alfo  beg- 
leave  to  recommend  colonel  Reed  to  the  command  of  the 
horfe,  as  a  perfon,  in  my  opinion,  every  way  qualified :  for 
he  is  extremely  active  andenterprifing.;  many  fignal  proofs 
of  w  hich  he  has  given  this  carapaign.  For  the  reft,  the 
members  of  Congrefs  can  judge  better  than  I  can  :  I  can 
only  fay,  that,  as  the  army  will  probably  be  divided  in  th^ 
courfe  of  the  next  campaign,  there  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to 
be  three  lieutenant-generals,  nine  major-generals,  and  tw^en- 
ty-feven  brigadiers  : — in  other  words,  there  ought,  at  leaft, 
to  be  a  brigadier  to  every  four  regiments,  and  a  major-gen- 
eral ta  every  three  brigades.     Th€  lieAitenant-generals  willt 

I  prefume* 
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I  prefume,  be  appointed  out  of  the  oldeft  major-generals,  and 
the  major-generals  from  the  oldeft  brigadiers.  Nine  brig- 
adiers will  then  be  to  nominate. 

I  forgot  before  this  to  inform  Congrefs,  that,  including  the 
regiment  of  light  dragoons  from  Virginia,  and  colonel  Shel- 
don's to  be  raifed  in  Connedicut,  I  have  only  commiffion- 
ed  officers  for  four  regiments.  I  was  willing  to  try  how  thefe 
could  be  equipped  before  I  put  more  officers  into  commiffion. 
It  is  apprehended  we  fhall  find  difficulty  in  providing  necef- 
farics  or  even  horfes  for  thefe  four  regiments :  if  we  fhoiild 
not,  I  ftiall  immediately  fet  about  the  refidue.  Colonel 
Baylor,  colonel  Moylan,  (who,  as  volunteer,  has  remained 
conftantly  with  the  army  fmce  his  difcontinuance  in  the 
quarter-mafter's  department)  and  colonel  Sheldon  com- 
mand the  three  new  regiments  of  light  dragoons.. 

The  treafury  has  been  for  fome  time  empty,  and  the  army 
has  laboured  under  the  greatell  inconvenience  for  want  of 
money.  The  recruiting  fervice  is  particularly  injured  by 
this,  as  many  officers  are  cov/  vv^aiting  only  for  bounty- 
money.  1  have  alfo  complaints  from  the  eailward,  of  the 
want  of  money  to  carry  on  their  recruiting  fervice.  If  w^ 
are  not  fupplied  with  that  rreceilary  article,  all  matters  niiiu 
be  at  a  ftand.  .  I  mud  therefore  beg,  that,  if  Mr.  Palfrey 
has  not  been  already  fupplied  with  a  large  fum,  it  may  he 
done  with  the  utmod:  expedition,  and  that  you  will  endeav- 
our to  keep  up  the  fapply  by  conflantly  fending  on  fmaller 
parcels. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  See.  G.  3'^^- 

P.  S.  I  did  not  recoiled  major-general  Lincoln  in  the 
provincial  fervice  of  Maffiachufetts.  He  is  an  excellent 
officer,  and  worthy  of  your  notice  in  the  continental   line. 


S  I  R,  Kead'^iarters,  Morrljloivn,  'Jan,  s6,  I777» 

1  WAS  lad:  night  honoured  wnth  yours  of  the  eigh- 
teenth inftant,  inclofmg  a  letter  from  the  State  oF  New- York 
to  Congrefs.  From  the  particular  fituation  of  th.ir  State  in 
regard  to  their  being  totally  deprived  of  commerce,  they  cer- 
tamly  mud:  (hind  in  need  of  the  aiTiftance  of  the  other  States 
to  provide  them  with  clothina  and  everything  nccciTarv  for 

X>   2  ti:-. 
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the  equipment  of  their  forces  ;  and  it  ever  was  my  Intention 
to  allow  them  a  full  proportion  of  the  clothing  purchafed 
to  the  eafiward,  whenever  it  came  to  hand.  Little  or  none 
of  it  has  yet  reached  this  army,  though  in  the  greateft  want 
and  expofed  to  the  feverities  of  a  winter  campaign. 

The  convention  have  in  one  inftance  already  provided  for 
themfelves  out  of  the -public  flock,  by  flopping  and  making 
ufe  of  twenty-fix  bales  of  clothing  coming  on  from  the  Ciifl- 
ward  to  the  army  here.  As  this  was  done  without  confult- 
ing  me,  I  took  the  liberty  of  deflring  them  not  to  do  the 
like  in  future  ;  not  that  I  meant  to  deprive  them  of  their 
ihare,  but  becaufe  it  difappointed  me  of  many  artrcles  which 
I  flood  in  immediate  want  of,  and  had  not  provided  from 
other  quarters.  But  you  may  be  a/Tured,  that,  whenever 
returns  are  made  of  the  whole  flock  of  clothing,  they  fhall 
have  their  proportion,  and  more  than  that, — allowance  for 
their  peculiar  fituatlon. 

I  am  amazed  to  hear  the  complaints  of  the  hofpltal  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  Hadl^iVs  river.  Doctor  Morgan,  with  mofl  of 
his  mates,  has  been  conftantly  there  fince  i  left  it  with  the 
main  body  of  the  army.  It  is  in  vain  however  to  look  back 
lipon  pad  misfortunes.  I  will  not  pretend  to  point  out  the 
caufes  ;  but  I  know  matters  have  been  flrangely  conduced 
in  the  medical  line.  ]  hope  your  new  appointment,  when 
it  is  made,  will  make  the  necefTary  reform  in  the  liofpital, 
a.nd  that  I  fhall  not,  the  next  campaign,  Mave  nvy  ears,  and 
eyes  too,  fliocked  with  the  compUints  and  look-s  of  poor 
creatures  perifhing  for  want  of  proper  care,  eiJier  m  the 
jeglmental  or  hofpltal  furgeons. 

I  agree  with  the  convention  In  the  ex])edlency  of  ob»- 
flrudting  the.  pailage  of  the  North-river  in  fome  pluce  be- 
tween the  mouth  and  the  Highlands.  "We  have  fuund  that 
our  labour  and  expenfe  has  been  thrown  away  in  endeav- 
ouring to  do  it  below,  where  the  channel  is  amazirigly  wide 
iifid  deep  ;  but,  from  the  flight  vLw  1  have  had  of  the  river 
f.bove,  1  tiiLk  the  pafHige  may  be  eafiiy  obih  udt^d,  and  de- 
fended by  ]?roper  fortiiications,  as  the  river  is  fo  narrow 
that  no  veflei  going  i^^  could  pofUbly  efcape  tlie  {irc.  I 
am  no  judge  of  what  can-  be  done  tov/ards  fitting  out  the 
frigatis  at  Poughkeepfle  :— tkat  nmfl  be  l^ftto  tUc  gei^tle» 
men  of  Jic  marine  committee. 

The 
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The  hint  given  by  the  convention  of  New- York  of 
the  neceflity  and  utility  of  a  commiffary  of  forage,  had 
flruck  me  before,  and  had  been  mentioned  by  general  Mif- 
flin, whofe  department  of  quarter-mafter-general  muft  be  eaf- 
ed  of  part  of  the  load  which  is  at  prefent  thrown  upon  it* 
He  is  obliged  in  many  inftanees  to  adl  entirely  out  of  his 
proper  line  ;  and  in  (lead  of  being  confined  to  the  duty  of 
quarter-mafter-general,  is  alfo  waggon-mafter,  and  forage- 
mafter-general. — I  have  wrote  to  two  perfons  that  1  think 
qualified  to  fill  the  office  of  waggon-mafter  ;  and  I  hope  one 
of  them  will  accept. — That  of  commiffary  of  forage  ihall 
be  attended  to. 

The  wanr of  accurate  maps  of  th«  country  which  has 
hitherto  been  the  fcene  of  war,  has  been  of  great  difad van- 
tage to  me.  I  have  in  vain  endeavoured  to  procure  them> 
and  have  been  obliged  to  make  fhift  with  fiich  flcetches  as 
I  could  trace  out  from  my  own  obfervation  and  that  oPgen- 
tibmen  around  me.  I  rcallythlnk,  if  gentlemen  of  known 
charad:er  and  probity  coald  be  employed  in^making  maps 
(from' actual  furvey)'  of  the  roads,— -the  rivers,  and  bridges 
s.nd'  fords  over  them, — the  mountains  and  paffes  through 
ihem — it  would  be  of  the  greateft  advantage. 

I  had^  previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  wrote  to  gene- 
ral Howe,  and  propofed  the  fixing  an  agent  for  prifoners  at 
New-York.  I  have  not  received  an  anfwer  :  but  if  he  ac- 
cedes to  the  propofal,  1  fli all  appoint  Mr.  Lewis  Pintard. 

1  am  forry  that  I  am  obliged  to  contradid' the  report  of 
the  taking  of  Fort- Independence  as  mentioned  in  my  laft. 
1  believe  the  evacuation  of  fome  detached  redoubts  gave  rife 
to  the  report. — I^  have  not  heard  from  general  Heath  fince 
tiie  fourteenth  inftant,  whieh  I  am  amazed  at.  I  am  quite 
i.i  the  dark  as  to  his  numbers,  and  what  progrefs  he  has 
r.iadc. 

On  the  twenty-third',  a  part]^  of  four  lumdred  of  our 
men,  under  colonel  *  *  *,  fell  in  with  two  regiments  of 
the  enemy,  convoying  a  number  of  v/aggonsfrorn  Brunfvvic 
tJ  Amboy.  Our  advanced  party  under  colonel  Parker  en- 
gaged them  with  great  bravery  upwards  of  twenty  minutes, 
daring  which  time  the  colonel- commandant  was  killed,  and 
the  fcxond  in  command  mortally  wounded.  The  people 
Lving  near  the  field  of  aflion  fay  thvirLllled  and  wouoded 

were 
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were  confiderable.  "We  loft  only  two  men,  who  were 
made  prifoners.  Had  colonel  *  *  *  come  up  with  the 
main  body,  colonel  Parker  and  the  other  oiBcers  think  we 
fhould  have  put  them  to  the  rout,  as  their  confufion  was 
very  great,  and  their  ground  difadvantageous.  I  have  or- 
dered *  ^  *  under  arreft,  and  fhall  bring  him  to  trial  to 
anfwer  for  fo  extraordinary  a  piece  of  condud:. 

Reinforcements  come  up  fo  extremely  flow,  that  I  am  . 
afraid  I  fliall  be  left  without  any  men  before  they  arrive. 
The  enemy  muft  be  ignorant  of  our  numbers,  or  they  have 
not  horfes  to  move  their  artillery,  or  they  would  not  fuffer 
us  to  remain  undifturbed.  I  have  repeatedly  wrote  to  all  the 
recruiting  officers,  to  forward  on  their  men  as  faft  as  they 
could  arm  and  clothe  them ;  but  they  are  fo  extremely  aveffe 
to  turning  out  of  comfortable  quarters,  that  I  cannot  get  a 
man  to  come  near  me,  though  I  hear  from  all  parts  that  the 
recruiting  fervice  goes  on  with  great  fuccefs.  It  would  be 
well  if  the  board  of  war,  in  whofe  department  it  is,  would 
iiTue  order?  for  all  officers  to  equip  and  forward  their  re- 
eults  to  Head-Quarters  with  the  greatefl  expedition. 

By  a  refolve  of  Congrefs  paffed  fome  time  ago,  general 
Schuyler  is  diretfled  to  apply  to  me  for  ninety-four_tons  of 
powder — a  quantity  which  it  is  impoffible  1  fhould  have  by 
me,  and  for  which  I  do  not  know  where  to  direct  him  to 
apply.  I  could  v/ifh  that  returns  were  made  to  me  of  the 
quantity  of  powder  on  hand,  and  where  it  is  to  be  found, 
that  I  may  not  be  at  a  lois  at  any  time  of  emergency. 

Since  the  refignation  of  colonel  Reed^  the  important  of- 
fice of  adjutant-general  has  been  left  unfilled,  (I  mean  as  to 
a  principal)  and  I  am  much  at  a  lofs  how  or  where  to  find 
a  perfon  la  every  way  capable  and  proper  to  execute  the  of- 
iice.  My  inclir,ations  lead  me  to  confer  the  appointment 
upon  a  mpjor  Morris  :  but  ample  teftimonials  Ihould  he-pro- 
duced, and  full  proof  of  iidelity  ought  to  be  made,  before 
an  office  of  fo  high  truH:  fhould  be  conferred  upon  a  perfon 
in  a  manner  a  iiranger  to  me..  1  only  know  major  Morris 
from  a  fhort  perfonal  acouaintance,  and  from  report  :  he 
rever  even  brought  a  fetter  of  recommendation  to  me.  From 
Ills  converfation,  and  from  the  accounts  I  have  received 
from  others,  he  is  a  man  of  confiderable  military  abilities  ; 
and,  from  his  behaviour  in   two  inilances,  he  is   am.  an  of 

bra  very 


OFFICIAL    LETTERS.  21 

bravery,  and  conduct.  His  ftory  is  fimply  this — that  hs 
jcft  the  Britifh  fervice  in  difgufl  upon  not  receiving  a  pro- 
motion to  which  he  was- juftly  entitled*  Perhaps  fome  gen- 
tlemen of  Congrefs  may  know  more  about  him,  or  may  be 
able  to  make  fiich.  inquiries  as  might  fatisfy  them  as  to  th§ 
ftifetyi  and  propriety  of  appointing  him.  1  ha^^  no  other 
mocive  for  wilhing  him  a  preference  than  that  Ithink  him 
the  propereft  perfon  that  has-come  under  my  notice,  provid- 
ed all  matters  before  mentioned  were  cleared  up.  1  fhali- 
wait  tlie  rcfult  of  a  determination  of  Congrefs  before  I  pro- 
ceed further  in- this  appointment  :  acd  I  wlih  to  be  favour^ 
ed  with  their  advice  as  fpeedily  as  poiHble  ;.  for  the  re- 
mains.^of  the  old  army  is  much  difarranged  for  want  of  a 
good  adjutant  general,  and  the  formation  of  the  new  in  a 
great  meafjre  depends  u]3on  an  able  officer  in  tliat  line. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c..  G..-W», 


S I  Ri  Head" garters ^  MorrtJIown^  Jan .31,1777.- 

I  HAVE-none  of  your  favours  unanfwer^at  prefent. 
There  is  fuch  a  demand  upon  me  from  all  quarters  for 
money>  which  I  am  unaWe  to  anfwer,  that  I  cannot  help 
again  preffing  you  tcitndona  fii]>ply.  The  recruiting 
fervice  is  almoft  at  a  (lop  here  for. warn  of  money  ;  and  gov- 
ernor Trumbull  writes  me  word  that  it-is  totally  fo  in  Con^ 
»eci:icut,.  He  adds  that  their  Ic^an  officers  cannot  proceed 
in  their  bufmefs  for  want  of  proper  check-books  and  notes  ; 
but  that,  if  they  were  furniihed  with  them,  they  could  fooa 
take  in  a  fufficient. quantity,  to. anfwer  their  purpofes. 

L  (hail  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  I  have  a  right  to 
draw  warrants  upon  the  loan-officers  in  the  different  State?.. 
The  State  of  Conne(5ticut  advanced  colon^jl  Sheldon,  at 
rny  requeA,  ten  th^ufand  pounds  lawful^  to  raife  his  regi- 
ment of  horfe.  Fortheir  reimburfement  they  deCred  m« 
to  give  them  a  draught  upon  the  loan  office  :  but,  not 
knowing  whether  I  had  a  right  to  draw  upon  that  fund,  \ 
deferred  it  till  I  heard  from  you. 

I  mud  beg  you  to  write  to  the  affemblies  cf  the  different 
States,  and  infiil  upon  their  paffing  a  law  to  in3i(5t  a  fevere 
and  heavy  penalty  upon  thofe  who  harbour  deferters,  know- 
ing 
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ing  them  to  be  fuch.  Our  army  is  fhamefully  reduced  by 
defertion  ;  and,  except  the  people  in  the  country  can  be 
forced  to  give  information  when  deferters  return  to  their 
old  neighboarhoods,  we  lliall  be  obliged  to  detach  one  half 
of  the  army  to  bring  back  the  other. 

1  have  a  letter  from  general  Heath,  of  the  twenty-fourth 
inftant.  He  was  at  and  near  Kingfbridge  with  his  army. 
I  do  not  find  that  he  is  likely  to  do  more  than  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  enem.y  that  way,  and  to  cut  them  off 
from  forage,  of  which  they  are  in  great  want.  The  troops 
had  not  returned  from  Rhode-Iiland,  by  the.  laft  accounts, 
but  were  daily  expected. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c*  G.  W. 


SIR,  HeMi- garters,  Mcrrijloivn,  Feb,  5,1777- 

I  AM  honoured  with  yours  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
January,  with  funclry  refolves  of  Congrefs,  and  a  petition 
of  monfeur  Pelliiler's  inclofed.  I  arn  not  the  proper 
f^psr/on]  to  refer  the  petition  to,  as  i  am  no  iudge  of  his 
merit  as  an  engineer,  having  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  any  of  his  performances.  At  any  rate  I  do  not  fee 
the  necefiity  of  appoiating  him  or  any  other  perfon  princi- 
pal engineer  at  Ticonderoga  :  for  that  v/ould  exclude  any 
other,  though  of  fuperior  abilities,  from  being  fent  there. 
BeGdes,  as  a  corps*  of  engineers  will  in  all  probability  be 
foon  eftabiilhed,  monfieur  Pellifier's  rank  can  then  be  fet- 
tled with  more  propriety. 

I  forgot  to  mention  in  any  of  my  former  letters  that  V 
had  appointed  captain  Nathaniel  Gueff,  of  Virginia,  to  the 
command  of  a  regiment  to  be  raifed  upon  the  frontiers  of 
-Virginia  and  Carolina  ;  and  I  have  direded  him,  if  pollible, 
to  bring  a  company  or  two  of  Cherokee  Indians.  If  they 
can  be  procured,  they  will  anfwer  two  valuable  purpofes — 
one,  as  excellent  fcouts — the  other,  that  they  will  be  in  fa6b 
feoftages,  and  will  fecure  the  good  behaviour  of  their  nation. 

Major  Bland,  commandant  of  the  Virginia  norfe,  has  de- 
li red  to  know  whether  there  is  not  a  neceility  of  giving  a 
bounty  and  re-enlifting  his  regiment  as  continental  troops. 
They  were  enlifted  to  ferve  in  tlie  colony  ;  and  the  men 

were 
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were  with  fome  difficulty  prevailed  upon  to  march  hither  : 
but  the  major  thinks  they  would  be  entirely  reconciled  up- 
on receiving  the  bounty. 

I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Chafe,  defiring  I  would 
appoint  proper  perfons  to  make  inquiry  into  and  take  dep- 
ofitions  concerning  the  behaviour  of  the  Britifh  and  for- 
eign troops  in  Jerfey.  This  would  be  an  endlefs  tafK,  as 
their  line  of  march  is  marked  with  devaftation,  and  is  a  thing 
of  fuch  public  notoriety  that  it  demands  no  further  proof. 

I  remonftrated  with  general  Howe  upon  the  treatment 
of  our  wounded  at  Princeton.  You  will  fee  by  the  inclof- 
ed  letter  from  him,  that  he  difavows  and  detefts  the  pro- 
ceeding :  but  I  fear  that  too  much  encouragement  is  given 
to  fuch  barbarous  behaviour  by  the  Britifh  officers  ;  for,  in 
a  late  ildrmifh  in  which  Sir  William  Erfl^ine  commanded, 
lieutenant  Kelly  of  the  fifth  Virginia  regiment  was  (lightly 
wounded  in  the  thigh  ;  but,  before  he  could  get  off  the 
field,  he  was  overtaken  and  murdered  in  a  mod  cruel  man- 
ner. General  Stephen  informed  me  that  he  would  write 
to  Sir  William,  and  inform  him,  that,  unlefs  fuch  practices 
were  put  a  ftop  to,  our  foldiers  would  not  be  reftrained 
from  making  retaliation. 

By  a  letter  from  general  Heath,  of  the  thirteenth  of  laft 
month,  I  find  that  he  had  decamped  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Kingfbridge,  and  removed  back  towards  the  White- 
Plains.  His  reafons  for  doing  fo  were,  that  the  troops  could 
not  ftand  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  that  he  fear- 
ed the  troops  expeded  from  Rhode-Mand  would  land  up- 
on his  back.  I  have,  however,  diredted  him  to  leave  a 
body  of  light  troops  under  an  adive  officer,  in  order  to 
harafs  their  foraging  parties,  and  to  cover  our  own  who 
are  to  remove  as  much  of  the  forage  from  Weft-Chefter 
county  as  they  can  ;  and,  after  leaving  as  many  men  as 
will  fecure  the  pafies  in  the  Highlands,  the  remainder  are 
to  be  fent  over  here  to  join  me  ;  for  I  am  apprehenfive 
that  the  enemy  are  reinforcing  themfelves  at  Brunfwic. 

I  (hall  to-morrow  fend  out  parties  from  every  quarter,  to 
remove  all  the  waggons,  horfes,  cattle  and  (lieep,  or  as  many 
as  polnble,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy's  hnes. 
They  are  to  attend  particularly  to  the  horfes  :  for  if  we  can 
reduce  thofe  that  they  atprefent  havej  and  can  hinder  them 

from 
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from  getting  frefh  ones  from  the  adjacent  country,  it  will 
be  impoffible  for  them  to  move  their  artillery  and  waggons 
forward,  fhould  they  incline  to  make  another  pu(h  towards 
Philadelphia. 

I  obferve  by  your  k-ft  refolves  that  the  militia  of  Balti- 
more, Hartford  and  Cecil  counties  in  Maryland,  are  or- 
dered out  and  to  mar<:h  this  way.  Let  meeTitrcat  you  to 
fuffer  none  to  go  forward  to  Philadelphia  hut  what  are 
equipped  with  arms,  accoutrements  and  blankets  :  they 
hurt  the  fervice  much  by  taking  thofe  things  on!y  for  a 
fhort  time  from  the  continental  troops,  many  of  whom 
would  otherwife  be  enabled  to  take  the  field. 

The  fecretary  of  the  board  of  war  has  tranfmitted  me 
extracts  of  general  S.chuyler's  letters,  in  which  he  calls 
preffingly  for  fome  general  officers  to  be  fent  to  his  aflift- 
ance.  This  will  fiicw  you  the  neceffity  of  immediately 
jnaking  the  promotions  recommended  in  mine  of  the  twen- 
ty-fecond  of  January  ;  for  at  prefcnt  I  cannot  fpare  a  gen- 
eral ofBcer  from  this  quarter  without  injuring  the  fervice. 

Nothing  of  confequence  has  happened  fince  I  wrote  t» 
you  laft,  except  a  fkirmifh  on  the  firft  of  this  month,  five 
or  fix  miles  from  Brunfwlc-landlng,  between  our  advanced 
parties  (about  fcven  hundred  in  the  whole)  and  upwards 
of  two  thoufand  of  the  enemy,  under  Sir  William  Erf- 
kine.  The  heat  of  the  engagement  was  [borne  ly"]  col- 
onel Scott  of  the  fifth  Virginia  regiment,  who,  with  about 
a  hundred  men,  beat  back  two  hundred  of  the  Britilh  gren- 
adiers. Several  other  officers  -  behaved  with  great  fpirit  ^ 
but  there  is  fome  reafon  to  fufped  that  colonel  *  *  *,  who 
commanded  our  main  body,  did  not  behave  altogether  as 
he  ought.  I  have  ordered  a  court  upon  him,  that  the  matter 
•may  be  fairly  canvafTed,  and  that  he  may  ftand  condemned 
or  acquitted  by  the   evidence  of  thofe   who  were  prefent. 

Colonel  *  *  *,  wlio  was  under  arreft  upon  a  charge  of 
cowardice, 'broke  his  parole  and  went  over  to  Buck^-county, 
I  fuppofe  with  an  intent  to  make  his  efcape  4  but  I  dif- 
.patched  a  .troop  of  light  h^rfe  after  him,  who  brought 
him  back  yefterday  ;  and  he  is  to  take  his  trial  on  Friday, 

The  fmall  pox  has  made  fuch  head  in  every  quarter,  that 
I  find  it  impoffible  to  keep  it  from  fpreading  through  the 
whole  army  in  the  natural  v/ay.  I  have  therefore  deter- 
mined, 
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mined,  not  only  to  Inoculate  all  the  troops  now  here 
•that  have  not  had  it,  but  fhall  order  dodor  KShlppen  to  in- 
oculate the  recruits  as  faft  as  they  come  in  to  Philadelphia^ 
They  will  lofe  no  time,  bceaufe  they  will  go  through  the 
diforder  while  their  clothing,  arms  and  accoutrements  are 
.getting  ready. 

From  the  iirft  inftitution  of  civil  government,  It  has  bees 
the  national  policy  of  every  precedent  State  to  endeavour 
to  engage  its  members  to  the  difcharge  of  their  public  duty 
by  the  obligation  of  fome  oath  :  its  force  and  happy  influ- 
ence has  been  felt  in  too  many  inftances,  to  need  any  argu- 
ments to  fupport  the  policy  or  prove  its   utility.     I  have 
often  thought  the  States  have  been  too   negligent  in  this 
particular,  and  am  more  fully  convinced  of  it  from  the  ef- 
ie(5l  general  Howe's  excurfion  has  produced  In  New-Jerfey. 
An  oath  is  the  only  fubftitute  that  can  be  adopted  to  fup- 
.ply  the  defed  of  principle.  By  our  inattention  In  this  article, 
we  lofe  a  confiderable  cement  to  our  own  force,  and  give  the 
enemy  an  opportunity  to  make  thefrft  tender  of  the  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  king.     Its  baif^ful  influence  is  but  too  fe- 
verely  felt  at  this  time.     The  people  generally  confefs  they 
were  compelled  to  take  protedtion,  and  fubfcrlbe  the  Dec* 
lavatlon  :  yet  it  furniflies  many  with  arguments  to  refufe 
taking  any  acElIve  part  -:    and  further  they  allege  themfelves 
bound  to  a  neutrality  at  lead.    Many  confci^ntious  people 
who  were  well-wlfliers  to  the  caufe,  had  they  been  bound  to 
the  States  by  an  oath,  would  have  fuffered  any  punlfliment 
rather  than  have  taken  the  oath  of -allegiance  to  the  king  ; 
and  are  now  loft  to  our  Intereft  fo^  want  of  this  neceflary  tie* 
Notwithftanding  the  obligation  of  the^^^aW/o;?,  they  do  not 
conceive  It  to  have  the  fame  effed  as  an  oath.   The  moi^e  uni- 
ted the  inhabitants  appear, the  greater  difficulty  general  H^we 
will  have  in  reconciling  them  toregai  government,  and  cori- 
fequently  the  lefs  hope  of  conquering  them.     For  tbefe  rea- 
fons  and  many  more  that  might  be  urged,  I  fiiould  ftrongly 
recommend  every  State  to  fix  upon  fome  oath  or  affirma- 
tion of  allegiance  to  be  tendered  to  all  the  inhabitants  with- 
out exception,  and  to  outlaw  thofe  that  refafe  it. 

I  have  the  h*onour  to  be,  Src.  G.  W. 

Vol.  II.  q,  Hmd'^arie^'^. 
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SIR,  Head- garters  y  .Morrifoivn,  Feb,  -11^  ly  77, 

I  WAS  yeflerday  waited  upon  by  two  French  gen- 
tlemen, moofieur  Romand  de  Lifle,  and  Roblllard.  The 
firit  produced  a  commiffion  fignedby  you  in  November  lall, 
appointing  him  a  major  of  artillery  :  but,  by  the  inclofed 
letter  from  him  to  me,  he  claims  much  higher  rank  under 
the  promife  of  Congrefs — that  of  commandant  of  the  con- 
tinental artilkry.  Whether  any  fuch  promife  was  made, 
I  leave  you  to  dejtermine* 

Ivobillard  claims  a  captaincy  of  artillery  :  but,  upon 
what  he  grounds  his  pret^nfions,  I  do  not  know.  I  never 
faw  Ixim  but  once  before  ;  and  that  was  upon  his  way  from 
Boflon  to  Philadelphia. 

You  cannot  conceive  what  a  weight  thefe  kind  of  peo- 
ple are  upon  the  fervice,  and  upon  me  in  particular.  Few 
of  them  have  any  knowledge  of  the  branches  which  they 
profefs  to  under  (land  ;  and  thofe  that  have  are  entirely 
iifelefs  as  officers,  from  their  Ignorance  of  the  Englifh  lan- 
guage. I  wlHi  it  were  poffible  to  make  them  underhand, 
vi'hen  commiffions  are  granted  to  them,  that  they  are  to 
make  themfelves  mafters  of  the  Englifh  language  in  fome 
degree  before  they  can  be  attached  to  any  particular  corps. 

i  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatefl  refpe<^,  &c.  G.  Wo 


SIR,  I!^ad-^!^arters^  M^rrljloivn^  Feb..  I4,  I  7/7. 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  you  on  the 
fifth  inftant,  no  event  of  an  important  and  interefting  na- 
ture has  occurred,  unlefs  the  fucceiTes  of  our  parties  m  for- 
aging and  bringing  off  feveral  horfes,  waggons,  and  fome 
fat  cattle  and  Iheep,  which  were  contiguous  to  and  around 
the  enemy's  lines,  are  confidered  as  fuch.  I  then  men- 
tioned that  I  had  fuch  a  fcheme  in  contemplation,  which 
v/as  happily  accomplllTied  the  ne^st  day  without  any  lofs. 
The  enemy  in  turn  have  made  frequent  efforts  in  that  way, 
but  with  little  fuccefs.  WJienever  they  made  the  attempt, 
it  never  failed  to  produce  a  Iklrmifli.  They  have  been 
common  of  late,  but  v/ith  little  damage  to  either  fide. 

We 
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We  have  certain  intelligence  that  they  have  drawn  the 
greateft  part  of  their  troops  from  Rhode-Ifland,  and  are 
told  that  part  of  them  have  landed  on  Staten-Ifiand  and  atr 
Amboy,  with  a  view  of  augmenting  their  force  at  Brunfwic; 

Colonel  *  *  *,  agreeable  to  the  information  contained 
in  my  laft,  has  been  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  cadiiered. 
The  proceedings  and  fentence  I  direded  to  be  tranfmitted 
to  the  fecretary  of  the  war-office,  and  to  the  printers  of 
this  State  and  Virginia,  to  be  publifhed. 

General  Lincoln  is  juir  arrived  with  ar  regiment  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  militia,  about  two  hundred  and  fifty.  This,  he 
fcys,  is  fucceeded  by  three  more,  v/hich  will  make  in  the 
whole  near  eighteen  hundred  :  but  in  this  I  think  he  muft 
be  miftaken,  unlefs  thofe  on  the  march  are  much  fuller 
and  larger  than  what  they  ufually  are.  The  whole  are  of 
the  troops  that  were  witEii  general  Heath; 

General  Knox,  by  a  letter  of  the  firft  inftant,  informs; 
me,  that,  on  mature  inquiry  and  examination,  he  {luds 
Springfield  to  be  more  convenient  and  much  better  calcu- 
lated for  an  elaboratory  and  cannon-fouaidery,  than  any 
other  part  of  the  New-England  States.  He  adds  that  a 
quantity  of  copper,  tin,  and  other  ufeful  materials,  can  be 
had  there  ;  and  that  the  neceffary  works  and  prepirationsj 
from  thsfe  and  other  advantages,  can  be  accomplillied  at 
leaft  three  or  four  months  fooner  there  than  anywhere  elfe. 

In  confequence  of  his  opinion,  which  I  efteera  of  v/eight, 
particularly  in  this  inftance- — and  knowing  the  importance 
of,  and  how  elTential  thefe  eftablii'hraents  are- — I  have  ven- 
tured to  order  the  works  to  be  begun  there,  without  re- 
gard to  what  had  been  done  at  Brookfield,  which  was  of 
but  Uttle  confequence..  The  former,  beiides  the  many  ad- 
vantages mentioned  by  general  Knox,  ftands  on  Connec-- 
ticut-river,  and  has  a  good  navigation  :  yet  is  entirely  ie- 
cure  againft  any  attempts  of  the  enemy,  being  twenty  miles 
above  Hartford,  where  the  river  is  narrow,  and  too  flioal 
to  admit  veffels  that  can  give  the  lead  annoyance.  As 
nothing  but  the  good  of  the  fervice  could  have  led  to  this 
meafure,  I  trull  it  will  be  approved. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  affembly  of  Maflachuletts  State  and 
the  convention  of  New-Hamp{]iire,requefting  their  good  of- 
fices and  exertions  to  promote  the.  raifing  of  their^  regiments 

as 
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as  expeditioufly  as  poffible,  and  to  forward  the  wliole  of  tfie  - 
quotas  firft  exacted  from  tbenv  so- Ticonderoga.  Theirt 
contiguity  to  that  poft:mGi?€  tli^n  to  any  other, — the  im- 
portance of  itj  and  general  Schuyler's  apprehenfions  that  the- 
enemy  nmy  attempt  to  pafs  the  lake  (if  not  on  the  ice)  as 
fbon  as  it  is  open — added  to  the  great  trouble,  expenfe,  and- 
!ofs  of  time  it  will  fave  in  marching  them  ^elfe where,  and 

others  there  who  are  n>uch  more  diilaiH  and  remote 

induced  me  to  determine  fo.  I  find  the  council  of  the- 
former,  on  general  Schuyler's  earnefl:  application,  before 
my  letter  reached  them,  had  determined  to  fend  four  regi- 
ments as  foon  as  they  could  be  c(^mpletedi  I  only  wifit. 
the  whole  may  be  made  up  in  a  Ihort  time,,  and 'that  their 
arrival  may  be  early  enough  to  prevent  thofe  inconveniences 
and  fatal  confequences  which  the  want  of  a  fuiScient  force 
in  that  quarter  would  fubjedl  us>to,  were  the  enemy  to  pa3 
the  lakes  at  this  time. 

Mr.  James  Meafe  is  now  here  In  confequenee  of  being; 
appointed  clothier-general.      He  is  adjufting  a  plan  for  an-. 
fwering  the  end  of  his  appointment,  and  making  an  eftimate, 
to  be  laid  before  Congrefs  or  their  fccret  committee,  of  fuch\. 
clothes  as  may  be  necefTary  to  import  for  the  army. 

It  is  with  much  concern  that  the  fjtuation  of  our  affairs 
obliges  me  to  mention  fo  frequently  the  want  of  money,  ef- 
pecially  when  I  am  perluaded  every  means  are  ufed  to  fur* 
fiifh  it.  Our  diftrefs  on  this  account  is  great  Indeed  ;  and, 
the  injury  the  fervice  receives,  almoft  inconceitable  :- — no^ 
a  day,  an  hour,  or  fcarcely  a  minute  paffes,  without  com* 
plaints  and  app** cations  on  this  head.  The  recruiting  the 
regiments  is  mc.-:  materially  retarded  by  it. 

T:n  o^clod'9  F.  M. — Juft  now  a  raig  returned,  that  went 
to  Brunfwic  to-day,  who  brought  the  inclofed  letters  from 
general  Lee,  which  I  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you > 
with  a  copy  of  one  to  myfelf. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W; 


S  I  R,  Head-Barters,  Morrljhwn,  Feb,  14^  I777. . 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  inclofe  you  a  plan  drawn 

up  by  doctor  Shippen  iti  conegrt  withdodor-Godiran,  fcK- 

^    ^-  the 
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tfee  arrangement  and  future  regulation '  of  the  general  hof- 
pkal.  As  this  plan  is  very  extenfive,  the  appointments  nu- 
merous, and  the  falaries  affixed  to  them  at  prefent,  large,  I 
did  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  part  of  it  before 
I  laid  it  before  Congrefs  for  their  approbation.  I  will  juft 
remark,  that,  though  the  expenfe  attending  an  hofpital  up- 
on the  inclofed  plan  will  be  very  great,  it  will  in  the  end 
not  only  be  a  favingto  the  public,  but  the  only  pofflble 
method  of  keeping  an  army  a-foot. 

We  are  now  at  an  enormous  bounty,  and  with  no  fmall 
difEculty,  recruiting  an  army  of  upwards  of  a  hundred,  bat- 
talions. The  endng  campaign  may,  from  the  fame  caufes, 
prove  as  fickly  as  the  laft  :  and  if  the  hofpitals  are  in  no 
better  condition  for  the  reception  of  the  fick,  our  regiments 
will  be  reduced^to  companies  by  the  end  of  the  campaign  ^ 
and  thofe  poor  wretches  who  efcape  with  life  will  be  either 
fcattered  up  and  down  the  country,  and  not  to  be  foundj, 
or,  if  found,  totally  enervated  and  unfit  for  further  duty^ 
By  thefe  means  not  only  the  bounty  is  loft,  but  the  man  is 
lofl:  alfo  :  and  I  leave  you  to  judge  whether  we  have  men 
enough  to  allow  of  fuch  a  qoniumption  of  lives  and  confli" 
tutions  as  have  been  loft  the  laft  campaign.  For  my  ov/n 
part  I  am  certain,  that,  if  the  army  v^diich  1  hope  we  (hill 
have  in  the  field  this  year  is  faffered  to  moulder  away  by 
ficknefs  as  it  did  the  laft,  we  mu,ft  look  for  reinforcements 
to  fome  other  places  than  our  own  States. 

The  number  of  officers  mentioned  in-the  incloied  plan  I 
prefume  are  neceffary  for  us,  becaufe  they  are  found  fo  in 
the  Britifh  hofpitals  ;-and,  as  they  are  eftablifhed  upon  the 
fureft  bafis, — that  of  long  experience  under  the  ablefl  phy« 
ficians  and  furgeons, — we  fhmild  not  hefitate  a  moment  in 
adopting  their^  regulationsj  v/hen  they  fo  plainly  tend  to 
eorre*.?]:  and  iniprove  our  former  v/ant  of- method  and  knowl- 
edge in  this  important  department. 

The  pay  affixed  to  the  different  appointments  is,  as  I 
faid  before,  great,  and  perhaps  more  than  you  may  think 
adequate  to  the  fervice.  In  determining  upon  the  finn  that 
is  to  be  allowed  to  each,  youought  to  conGder  that  it  fbould 
be  fuch  as  will  induce  gentlemen  of  characler  and  flvill  in 
their  pro feifion  to  ftep  forth,  and  in  fome  manner  adequate 
to  the  practice  which  they  hav€  at  home  :  for  unlefs  fuch 
C  2  gentlemen 
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gentlemen  are  induced  to  undertake  the  care  and  mairage— 
inent  of  our  hofpitals,  we  had  better  truft  to  the  force  of 
fiat  are  and  conftitution,  than  fuffer  perfons  entirely  igno- 
rant of  medic-lne  to  deftroy  us  by  ilWiredled  applications.- 

I  hear  from  every  quarter,  that  the  dread  of  undergoing 
the  fame  miferies  for  want  of  proper  car«  and  attention  wheri' 
liekjhas  much  retarded  the  n^ew  er^liftments,  particularly  tor- 
the  fouthward;  This  is  another  reafon  for  eftablifhing  our 
hofpitals  upon  a  large  and  generous  plan  :  for  we  ought  to 
noake  the  fervice  as  agreeable  and  enticing  as  poffible  to  the 
foldiery,  many  of  whom  (efpecially  v/hen  w^e  call  forth  the 
iiiilita)  not  only  quit  the  comforts  but  the  luxuries  of  life. 

A  few  days  ago  de^or  *  *  *  Tent  me  the  incbfed  nian-« 
ufcript,  which  is  a  vindication  of  his  condud^  upon  which' 
he  defires  a  court  of  inquiry  may  be  held.  Itranfmit  it 
to  you  by  his  diredion.  As  I  do  m)t  k no w^  what  partic- 
ular, charges  were  alleged  againfr  hlin^  I  can  fay  nothing 
to  it  or  about  it.  You  will  find  a  plan  of  bis  alfo  inclofed,' 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  hofpital  :  but  I  think  all': 
his  hints  are  included  in  do<fLor  Shippen's  plan. 

As  no  time  is  to  be  loft  in  :v>poin ting  the  neceffary  oJH-»- 
cers,  fixing  upon  the  proper  places  for  hofpitak,  and  many 
other  preparations,  I  could  wiili  tliat  Congrefs  wou'd  take 
this  matter  under  their  immediate  confideration,  and  favour 
me  with  their  f^timents  thereon  as  foon«  as  poffible. 

I  h av e  th e  hono ur  to-be,  Sid, .  G. . \V^ . 


.SIR;  ■  Hiad-<^aftcrs,  MorrlP^tvn,  F^h:  10,  l-J-J--^^ 

THF^  princrpal  defign  of  this- is  to  inform  you,  that 
we  have  flrong  iTafons  to  believe  tliat  the  enemy  are  on  tlie 
point  of  making  fome  puih.  What  their^objfed  is,^— wheth-i 
cr  to  beat  up  our  quarters  and  to  extend  tlierrown,  to  miik2 
a  large  forage  and  ci>ilt5tion  of  provender,  of  which  tley 
^re  in  great  want,. or  to  turn  their  views-towards  the  Del^ 
aware, — is  a  matter  of  uncertainty  :.  but  it  fteras- probable 
t:hat  one.  of  thefe  thinos  i\\q^  have  in  coneniplatioB.  Such, 
of  their  troops^  as^hcive.  returned  from  Rhode- iikmd  have 
jknded  at- Amboy,.and,.w-ith  theni,  feveraL pieces  of  heavy 
Artillery.  Generui  I  lowe  is -come  over  xoo,-  and  it.  is-faki, 
::V  lord 
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lord 'Percy.  Their  number  at  Brunfwic  and  the  landing;, 
place,  before  the  arrival  of  thislaft  reinforcement,  wasefti^ 
mated  from'  feven  to  eight  thoufand. 

I  have  ordered  the  utmoft' vigilance  and  attention  ^.o  be. 
obferved  at  our  feveral  ports,  to  guard  againll:  furprifes,  anci 
CiVery  preparation  to  be  made  that  the  weak  and  feeble  (late 
of  our  little  army  will  admit  of.  At  this  time  we  are  only; 
about  four  thoufand  ftrong  ;  a  force,  you.  will  fuppofe,  un- 
equal to  a  fuccefsful  opppfition,.  if  they  were  not  militia^ 
aiid  far  too  fmali  for  the  exigencies^  of  our  a&irs.  It  Is 
impoffible  to  obtain  exadl  returns,  though  they?  are  daily 
called  for,  owing  to  the  frequent  and  almoft  conftant  de* 
parture  of  fome  of  the  corps. 

Colonel  Nislfon  of  Brunfwic,  with  a  detachment  of  mi- 
&la,  on  the  morning^>  of  the  eighteenth,  furprifed  ^  majop 
Stockdon,  whom  he  took  .with  fifty-nine  privates:  of  general 
Skinner's  corps,  killing  foirn,  and  bringing  away  the  arms 
of  the  whole,  v/itb  fome^  blankets.  This  about  balances 
ihe  lofs  of  a  mMItia  guard  which. a  party  of  Britiib  troops 
took  laft  week  in  Monmouth,  near  the  Hook, 

I  wifli  to  be  informed  how  the. regiments  that  are  railing 
are  to  be  armed,  and  of  the  provifion  that  has  been  made 
for  the  fame.  I  have  reafon  to  fear,  indeed  h  am  con- 
vinced, that  there  is^ 'ague  at  deficiency  in  many,  if  not  iu 
the  whole  of  the  St^ates,  in  this  article  :  every  letter  that  I 
receive  hoin  them  mentions,  their  want,,  cind  calls  for  fup^* 
pl^es. 

I. have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.'  G.. W* 


S- 1  R',  Ihad^ garters ^  Mornjlo\ or?,  I'cb,  20 y  I'^'JT. 

MONSIEUR  FajieuiJ,  who  fome  time  ago  laid  a 
plan  before  you  for  raifing-and  officering  a. corps  of  French- 
men, waited  upon  me.  yelbrday.  Hisfucceis,  as  I  ex- 
pected, has  been  Imail  in.enlifting  c^r  rather- enga:]ing  Can- 
adians. 1  Cvinnot  find  that  he  lias  met  with  niore  than 
d:sirty  or  forty  who  would  be  willing  to  fi?rvc  with  him. 
Ho^is  now.  upon  another  fcheme, — that  of  raifing,  arming 
and  clothing  a  numben  of  menan.the  French  iflaiids.  To 
grant  a  commiirion  of  that  kind  is- without  the  ext'^t  ^f 

m.y 
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my  powers,  and  I  have  therefore  defired  him  to  go  forward^, 
and  lay  his  propofals  before  Congrefs.  If  they  appear  fea-- 
fible,  they  may  be  adapted  :  but  I  would  beg  leave  to  ob- 
fen''e  that  one  precaution  will  be  neceffary,  that  is,  that  the 
commiffions  of  monGeur  Faneuil  and  his  officers  ihould  de- 
pend upon  the  performance  of  their  agreement  for  raifing 
any  certain  number  of  men. 

I  have  often  mentioned  to  you  the  diftrefs  I  am  every 
now  and  then  laid  under  by  the  application  of  French  offi- 
cers for  commiffions  in  our  fervice.  This  evil,  if  I  may- 
call  it  fo,  is  a  grov/ing  one  ;  for,  from  what  I  learn,  they 
are  coming  in  fv/arms  from  old  France  and  the  iilands. 
There  will  therefore  be  a  neceffit3rof  providing  for  them 
or  difcou-otenancing  them.  To  do  the  firft  is  difficult  j 
and  the  laft  difagreeable,  and  perhaps  impolitic,  if  they  are 
men  of  merit  :■ — and  it  is  impoffible  to  diftinguidi  thefe  from-^ 
mere  adventurers,  of  whom,  I  am  convinced,  there  are  the 
greateft  number.  They  feldom  bring  more  than  a  com- 
miffion  and  pa{r|>Grt,  which,  w€  know,  .may  belong, to  a  bad 
as  well  as  a  good  officer. 

Their  ignorance  of  our  language,  and  their  inability  to 
jecrait  men,  are  unfurmountable  obflacles  to  their  being  in- 
grafted into  our  continental  battalions  :  for  our  officers, 
who  have  raifed  their  men,  and  have  ferved  through  the 
war  upon  pay  that  has  hitherto  not  borne  their  expenfes, 
would  be  difgufted  if  foreigners  were  put  over  their  heads  ! 
and  I  affure  you,  few-  or  none  of  thefe  gentlemen  look  low- 
er than  f  eld- officers'  commiffions.  To  give  them  all  bre- 
ve^:, by  which  they  have  rank  and  draw  pay  without  do- 
ing  any  fervice,  is  raddling  the  continent  with  a  vail:  ex- 
pense I.  and  to  form  them  into  corps,  v/ould  be  only  eftab' 
liffiing  corps  of  officers  ;  for,  as  1  faid  before,  tlicy  cannot 
poffibly  raife  any  men. 

Some  general  mode  of  difpofing  of  them  muft  be  adopt- 
ed ;  for  it  is  ungenerous  to  keep  them  in  fufpenfe,  and  at 
great  charge  to  themfelves  :  but  I  am  at  a  lofs  liow  to 
point  out  tliis'mode.  Suppofe  they  were  told  in  general, 
that  no  man  couid  obtara  a  commiffion,  except  he  could 
raife  a  number  of  men  in  proportion  to  his  rank.  This 
would  effe^liicilly  (lop  the  mouths  of  common  appliers,  and 
would  leave  us  at  liberty  to  make  provifion  for  gentlemen 

of 
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gtf  undoubted  military  chara^ler  and  merit,  who  would  be 
very  ufeful  to  us  as  foon  as  they  acquired. our- language. 

If  you  approve  of  this,  or  can  think  o£any  better  meth- 
od, be  pleaied  to  inform  me  as  foon  as  you.poffibly  can  s. 
for,  if  I  had  a  deelfive  aofvver  to  give  them,  it  wx)uld  not 
only  fave  me  much  trouble  but  much^  time^  which  Lam. 
now  obliged  to  beftow  in  hearing  their  different  pretenfions 
to  merit,  and, their  expectations  thereupon. 

I  inclofe  you  the  papers  which  monfieur  Faneuil  origi- 
nally laid  before  the  council  of  Maffachufetts  :  they  may. 
h^  of  ufe  if  you  enter  into  negociation,  with.  him. 

I .  have,  the  .honour  to  be,  SiQp.  G.  .  W^. 


B-l  R;  Head-Barters,  Morr'ipim,  Fib'.  23,  1777- 

CONGR'ESS  having  refolved  that  feveral  regiments 
of  cavalry  (hould  be  raifed  to  form  a  part  of  their  army,  I 
beg  leave,  through  you,  to  lay  before  them  tha  inclofed  lift 
of  officers  which  appear  necellary  to  be  appointed  to  each 
corps,  and  v/hich  they  will  be  pleafed  to  eftablifh.  At  the 
fame  time.  I  /hould  fuppofe  it  highly  expedient  to  fix  their 
pay  and  that  of.  the  privates^-  There. is^  no v/  one  regiment 
in  fervice,  and  three  more  recruiting  :,  this  inakes- it  indif^ 
penfably  neceflary  that  it  iliould  be  done.  Applications 
are  con ftantly  making  to  know  v/hat  the  pay  is,  and  objec- 
tions raifing  againft  the  fervice  for  want  of  due  information, 
I  have  tranfmitted  a  lift  of  fac h  pay  as  feemed  to  be 
thought  reafonable  for  part  of  the  officers  to  receive  when 
colonel  Sheldon's  regiment  was  diredled  to  be  levied,  and 
a  copy  of  the  memorandum  made  at  that  time.  This,  col- 
onel Sheldon  conceived,  would  not  be  more  than  adequate 
to  their  fervices,.trouble,  and  expenfe,  and  which  in  fome 
degree  was-  fcu-nded  on  the  opinions  of  other  gentlemen  of 
whom  inquiry  was  made  upon  the  fubjed.  I  did  not  fix 
it  in  the  inftances  where  it  is  fet  down  with  certainty,  as 
the  memorandum  will  fhew.  A  criterion,  by  which  I 
was  alfo  governed  upon  that  occafion,  was  the  refolve  ap- 
pointing Mr.  Sheldon  lieutenant-colonel-commandant,  with 
the  rank  and  pay  of  colonel.  From  thence  I  attempted 
tp  proportion  th.at  of  fome. other  officcrst    Upon  the  whol*?^ 

L  think 
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I  think  it  fhould  be  fettled  without  further  lofs  of  time,  ani 
wiih  the  ^arJieft  attention  of  Congrefs  to  be  had  to  it. 

Our  delicate  and  truly  critical  fituation,  for  want  of  a 
IlifHcient  force  to  oppck  the  enemy  who  are  now  ready> 
and,  before  many  days  elapfe,  will  take  the  field,  induced 
me  to  expe(fV  that  the  troops  railing  in  the  fouthern  States,- 
and  intended  for  this  army,  would  march  in  companies  or^ 
half  companies  as  they  were  made  up,  without  waiting  for 
their  regiments  to  be  complete.  Policy  ftrongly  fuggefted 
the  propriety  ^  of  the  meaiiire,  and""  I  requefted  it  :  but,  to 
my  great  anxiety  and  furprife,  I  am  told  that  this  line  of 
€ondu(5t  is  totally  negle<5ted,  though  a  great  number  of  re- 
cruits-are  a<^ually  engaged.  1  mufl  entreat  Congrefs  t© 
interpofe  again  with  their  moft  preiling  applications  and 
commands  that  this  expedient  be  adopted  without  a  mo- 
ment's delay.  No  injury  can  refult  from  it,  becaufe  a  faf- 
ficient  number  of  proper  officers  can  and  muft  be  left,  to- 
recruit  the  corps  to  their  full  complement. 

Nor  will  my  fears  refpeding  the  ftate  of  omr  arms  allow 
me  to  be  flent  on  that  head*  Let  the  States  be  urged  to 
fend  their  men  equipped  with  them  andevery  other  necef* 
fary,  if  pofiible.  I  know  not  what  fupplies  may  be  in  frore 
elfewhere,  or  in  the  power  of  Congrefs  :  but  they  mud  not 
depend  upon  their  being  furniilied  here  with  any,  or  h'jkt 
with  very  few  ; — no  human  prudence  or  precaution  could 
fecure  but  a  fmajl  part  of  thofe  belonging  to  the  pubKc,  and= 
in  the  hands  of  the  foldiery,  from  being  em.bezzled  and 
carried  oif  when  their  time  of  fervice  expired  5  nor  can' 
the  fame  abufes  be  reftrained  in  the  militia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W,. 


SIRV,  Head- garters,  Morr:Jloiun^  Feb.  a 8,  1 777. 

NO'  military  operation  of  any  confequence  has  occur- 
red fince  I' had  the  honour- of  writing  to  you  laft,  except 
that  on  Sunday  I  received  information  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing  in  a  manner  and  in  num.bers  fo  much  greater 
tlian  ufual,  that  it  looked  like  a  prelude  to  an  attack  upon 
our  ports,  which  were  immediately  put  in  the  bed  prepara- 
tion,  to  receive  them*.     It  turned  out  to  be  only  a  ftronger 

foraging- 
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foraging  party  than  ufual.  They  .were  however  oppofed  m 
So  fpirited  a  manner  by  our  advanced  parties,  that  they  were 
checked,  and  retired  in  the  afternoon  towards  Amboy, 
from  whence  they  came.  Their  lofs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day,  from  the  beft  accounts  I  can  get,  aniounts  to  about 
one  hundred  in  killed,  wounded,  prifoners,  and  deferters. 
Some  people  who  were  near  the  fcene  of  adion,  and  who 
have  picked  up  accounts  from  thofe  who  have  fince  been 
in  Amboy,  are  fanguine  enough  to  fuppofe  that  they  have 
loft  five  hundred  all  together  :  but  of  this  I  have  no  con- 
ception.    Our  lofs  was  only  two  killed  and  ten  woundedo 

I  was  in  hopes,  that,  by  the  time  the  militia  who  are 
now  in  fervice  would  be  difcharged,  we  Oiould  have  a  con- 
iiderable  number  of  the  new  levies  in  the  field  :  but,  though 
I  have  reports  from  all  quarters  of  the  great  fuccefs  of  re- 
cruiting, I  cannot  get  a. man  of  them  into  fervice.  General 
Johnfon's  militia  all ^o  the  fifth  of  March  (many  are  gone 
already)  and  general  Lincoln's  on  the  fifteenth.  Thefe 
two  bodies  form  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  our  force,  that, 
unlefs  they  are  replaced,  I  fhall  be  left  in  a  manner  defd- 
tut<:j  :  for  I  have  no  great  hopes  of  feeing  an  equal  number 
of  continental  troops  by  that  time. 

I  have  wrote  to  Pennfylvania,  to  endeavour  to  get  a 
reinforcement  of  miHtia  from  thence  ;  and  I  am  told  the 
militia  from  the  counties  of  Baltimore,  Hartford,  and  Ce- 
cil, in  Maryland,  are  on  their  march  :  but  as  I  have  it  not 
from  any  authority,  I  know^not  when  to  expecl  them,  or 
in  -what  numbers.  They  are  about  pailing  a  militia-law  in 
this  State,  which  may  perhaps  have  fome  effedt  :  but  at 
prefent  they  are  under  no  regulation  at  all. 

I  have  in  my  late  letters  recommended  feveral  things  to 
your  confideration,  particularly  that  of  a  promotion  of  gen- 
eral officers.  The  very  well-being  of  the  riew  army  de- 
pends upon  its  being  done  fpecdily.  Not  only  this,  but  we 
are^ow  fuftering  for  want  of  brigadiers.  General  Schuy- 
ler has  wrote  moft  preflingly  for  the  afiiftance  of  general 
officers  ;  and  I  have  none  to  fend  him  without  injuring 
the, fervice  in  this  quarter.  The  hofpital  plan  too  requires 
an  unfwer,  as  nothing  can  be  done  in  the  nomination  of  the 
proper  officers  till  I  have  your  determination.  There  are 
.feveral  other  naatters  of  confequencc  before  you,  to  v/hich  I 

am 
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^m  waiting  your  anfwers  before  I  can  proceed  upon  the 
relpedtive  points  to  which  they  refer. 

Inclofed  you  have  a  letter  from  the  widow  of  a  brave 
officer  who  was  killed  at  Princeton.  If  any  proviCon  rs 
made,  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  is  :  if  there  is  any,  pleafe 
to  inform  me  :  if  there  is  not,  1  can  venture  to  recommend 
her  as  a  proper  objedi:,  to  make  fome  reparation  for  her 
great  lofs.  ^  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

P.  S.  Mine  of  the  twentieth  mentioned  that  lord  Percy 
had  arrived  with  the  troops  from  Hhode-rfland  :  but  I  find 
he  remains -there.  By  fome  gentlemen  juft  arrived  from 
Eofton,  do(5tor  Franklin's  arrival  in  France  is  mentioned 
with  certainty.  A  (hip  come  to  Salem  brings  the  intelli- 
gence, the  captain  of  which  fays  the  dov-tor  had  got  in  five 
days  before  his  departure  ;  alfo  that  captain  Weeks  made 
two  prizes  in  his  pafTage,  and  they  were  condemned  and 
fold  at  Bourdeaux. 


SIR,  'B. ad' garters,  MonpoTvrtj  March  I,  1 777. 

1  WAS  this  evening  honoured  with  3^otn*  favour  t>f 
the  twenty-third  ultimo,  accompanied  by  fundry  proceed- 
ings of  Congrcfs.  Thofe  refpedting  general  Lee,  and  which 
prefcribe  the  treatment  of  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  and 
the  five  Hefiian  field-officers,  are  the  caufe  of  this  letter. 
Though  I  fincerely  commiferate  the  misfortunes  of  gen- 
eral Lee,  and  feel  much  for  his  prefent  unhappy  fituation,  yet, 
with  aH  pofiible  deference  to  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  I 
fear  that  thefe  refolutions  would  not  have  the  defired  ef- 
fcCt — are  founded  in  impolicy — and  will,  if  adhered  to, 
produce  confequences  of  an  extenfiveand  melancholy  na- 
ture. Retaliation  is  certainly  juft,  and  fometimes  necei- 
fary,  even  where  attended  with  the  Ccvereft  penalties  :  but, 
when  the  evils  which  may  and  muft  refdt  from  it  exceed 
thofe  intended  to'be  redrefTed,  prudence  and  policy  require 
that  it  (hou'ld  be  avoided.  Having  premifed  thus  much,  I 
beg  leave  to  examine  the  juftice  and  expediency  of  it  in 
tlic  inrtances  new  before  us. 

Froni 
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From  the  befl  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain, 
general  Lee's  ufage  has  not  been  fo  difgraceful  and  diflion- 
curable  as  to  authorife  the  treatment  decreed  to  thofe  gen« 
tkmen,  was  it  not  prohibited  by  many  other  important  con- 
fiderations.  His  confinement,  I  believe,  has  been  more 
rigorous  than  has  been  generally  experienced  by  the  reft  of 
pur  officers,  or  thofe  of  the  enemy  who  have  been  in  our 
pofTeffion :  but  if  the  reports  be  true,  (received  on  that 
head)  he  has  been  provided  with  a  decent  apartment  and 
with  moft  things  neceffary  to  render  him  comfortable. 
This  is  not  the  cafe  with  one  of  the  officers  comprehended 
in  the  refolves,  if  his  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  tranfinitted, 
deferves  your  credit.  Here  retaliation  feems  to  have  been 
prematurely  begun  ;  or,  to  fpeak  with  more  propriety, 
feverities  have  been  and  are  exercifed  towards  colonel 
Campbell,  not  juftified  by  any  that  general  Lee  has  yet 
received. 

I«  point  of  policy,  under  the  prefent  fituation  of  our 
affairs,  this  dcftrine  cannot  be  fupported.  The  balance  of 
prifoners  is^reatly  againft  us ;  and  a  general  regard  to  the 
happinefs  of  the  whole  fhould  mark  our  condu(51:.  Can 
we  imagine  that  our  enemies  will  not  mete  the  fame  punifh- 
ments,  the  fame  indignities,  the  fame  cruelties,  to  thofe  be- 
longing to  us,  in  their  poffeffion,  that  we  impofe  on  theirs 
in  our  power  ?  Why  fliould  we  fuppofe  them  to  pofTefs  more 
humanity  than  we  have  ourfelves  ?  or  why  fhould  an  inef- 
f^dlual  attempt  to  relieve  the  diftreffes  of  one  brave  unfor- 
tunate man  involve  many  more  in  the  fame  calamities  ? 
.  However  difagreeable  the  fad  may  be,  the  enemy  at  this 
iiPiit  have  in  their  power,  and  fubjed  to  their  call,  near  three 
hundred  oncers  belonging  to  the  army  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  number  there  are  feme  of  high  rank ;  and  moft  of 
them  are  men  of  bravery  and  cf  merit.  The  quota  of  theh*s 
in  our  hands  bears  no  proportion,  being  not  more  than  fifty 
at  moft.  Under  tbefe  circumilances  we  ffiould  certainly  do 
no  ad  to  draw  upon  the  gentlemen  helonging  to  us,  and  who 
have  already  fuitered  a  long  captivity,  greater  puniihments 
than  they  have  and  now  experience,  if  we  fliould,  what 
will  their  feelings  be,  and  thofe  of  their  numerous  and  ex- 
ttnfive  connexions  ? — Suppofe  the  treatment  prcfcribed  for 
the  Heffians  (liould  be  purlucd,  will  it  .not  eftabliih  what 
Vol.  IL.  D       '  \    tke 
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the  enemy  have  been  aiming  to  eiTed  by  every  artifice  and 
the  grofTeft  mifreprefentations,-— I  mean,  an  opinion  of  our 
enmity  towards  them,  and  of  the  cruel  condu<5t  they  expe- 
rience when  they  fall  into  our  hands,- — a  prejudice  which 
we  on  our  part  have  heretofore  thought  it  politic  to  fup- 
prefs  and  to  root  out  by  every  adt  of  lenity  and  of  kindnefs  i 
It  certainly  will : — the  Heilians  would  hear  of  the  punifh- 
ment  with  all  the  circumftances  of  heightened  exaggera- 
tion— would  feel  the  injury,  without  inveftigatlng  the  caufe, 
or  reafoning  upon  the  juftice  or  neceflity  of  it.  The  mif- 
chiefs,  v/hich  may  and  mufi:  inevitably  flow  from  the  execu- 
tion of  the  rcfolves,  appear  to  be  endiefs  and  innumerable. 

On  my  own  part,  I  have  been  much  embarraffed  on  thiC 
fubje<5l  of  exchanges  already.  Applications  are  daily  made 
by  both  friends  and  enemies,  to  complete  them  as  far  as 
circumftances  of  number  and  rank  will  apply.  Some  of 
the  form,er  have  complained  that  a  difcrimi nation  is  about 
to  be  adopted,  perhaps  injurious  to  their  reputation,  and 
certainly  depriving  them  of  their  right  of  exchange  in  due 
courfe,  as  eftablifhed  upon  the  principles  of  equality  pro- 
pofed  laft  year,  acceded  to  by  both  parties,  and  now  fub- 
fiiling.  The  latter  charge  me  with  a  breach  of  faith,  and 
call  upon  me  to  perform  the  agreement. 

Many  more  obje^ftions  might  be  fubjoined,  were  they 
material : — I  fnall  only  obferve  that  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 
army  (if  it  deferves  that  name)  will  not  authorife  the  lan- 
guage of  retaliation  or  the  ftyle  of  menace.  This  will  be 
conceded  by  all  who  know  that  the  v/hole  of  our  force  is 
weak  and  trifling,  and  compofed  of  militia  (a  very  few  reg- 
ular troops  excepted)  whofe  fcrvice  is  on  the  eve  ©f 
expiring. 

There  are  feveral  other  matters  which  might  be  men- 
tioned upon  this  fubjed,  would  time  and  op]X)rt unity  per- 
mit :  but  as  they  Vvill  not,  Ibeg  leave  to  refer  you  to  col- 
onel Walker,  who  will  deliver  this,  and  give  fatisfaction  to 
any  inquiries  that  may  ^be  deemed  nccelTary.  Perfuading 
myfelf  that  Congrefs  will  indulge  the  Hberty  I  have  taken 
upon  this  occafion,  I  have  only  to  wifh  for  tl>e  refult  of  their 
deliberations  after  they  have.re-confidered  the  refolves,  and 
to  alTure  them  that  I  have  the  honour  to  l^, .  Sec. 

G.  W. 
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S^  I  R,  Head' garters y  Morrl/iozvMy  March  6,1777, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  tlie  inciofed 
copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Lee,  received  by  a  flag  ou 
Tuefday  laft.  You  will  perceive  from  thence  his  wifiies  and 
expedations  of  feeing  feme  members  of  Congrefs  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  letter  upon  that  fubjed.  None  of  the  paff« 
ports  which  he  mentions  were  fent  out,  though  the  letter 
came  by  general  Howe's  permiffion  as  the  others  did.  I 
fhould  be  happy  to  reUeve  his  anxiety  as  far  as  I  could,  by 
fending  in  major  Morris:  but  this  I  c-aimot  do.  till  a  fafe- 
conducft  is  granted. 

The  more  I  confider  the  refblves  refpeding  lieutenant- 
colonel  Campbell  and  the  Heflian  officers,  the  more  con- 
vinced I  am  of  their  impolicy.  The  propofition  made  by 
Congrefs  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  and  which  bj 
their  diretflion  was  tranfmitted  to  general  Howe,  was  found- 
ed on  principles  of  equality  in  number  and  in  rank.  From 
hence  no  demand,  as  a  matter  of  right,  can  be  nsade  of 
general  Lee^s  releafement  for  any  officer  or  number  of  of- 
ficers of  inferior  rank :  whatever  is  or  might  be  done  in  fuch 
inllance,  would  be  of  favour  and  indulgence.  The  only 
cartel  that  now  fubfifts  is  the  one  I  have  mentioned.  Thls^ 
fo  far  as  it  goes^  is  a  beneficial  one  :  it  recognizes  the  raok 
of  our  officers,  and  infures  their  difcharge  from  captivity 
whenever  we  are  pofieffed  of  a  like  number  belonging  to 
them,  and  of  the  v.^m^  nmk.  If  011  oar  part  it  Ihould  be 
violatedj — if  it  is  not  oUferved,— furely  it  will  and  mafi: 
ceafe  to  be  obligatory  on  general  Howe.  What  confe- 
quences  may  then  enfue,  I  leave  to  your  conjecture. 

If  it  be  obje<5led  that  the  above  obfervations,  and  what 
I  laid  in  my  former  letter,  prove  that  no  treatment  receiv- 
ed by  oar  officers  fliould  be  retaliated  on  thehs,^ — my  an- 
fwer  is^  that  the  proportion  of  officers  in  their  hands  is  at 
leaft  fix  to  one  in  ours.  This  confiideration,  fuppofing  w<? 
had  a  right  to  demand  general  Lee's  liberty,,  would  be  of 
great  weight,  and  fufficient  to  prevent,  in  my  opinion,  tlie 
execution  of  the  refolves.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  hafte, 
your  raoft  obedient  fervant,  G.  W^» 

Hiad-^uartcrs^ 
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SIR,  Head" garters,  Mornjtoivn,  March  1 4,  T'JJJ,, 

I.  WAS  honoured  feveral  days  ago  with  your  letter 
of  th'e  twenty-iifth  ultimo,  with  its  inclofurcs,  the  receipt  of 
which  was  omitted  to  be  acknowledged  in  my  laft. 

Could  I  accomphih  the  important  objeifls  fo  eagerly  will- 
ed by  CongrefSj — <'  confining  the  enemy  within  their  pref- 
cnt  quarters^ — preventing  their  getting  fuppHes  from  the 
country,  and  totally  iabduing  them  before  they  are  rein- 
forced,"— I  fhould  be  kippy  indeed.  But  what  [)rorpe(5t 
or  hope  can  there  be  of  my  eff:^<S^ing  fo  defirable  a  work  at 
this  time  ?  The  inclofed  return,  to  which  I  folicit  the  mod 
ferious  attention  of  Congrefs,  comprehends  the  whole  force 
I  have  in  Jerfey.  It  is  but  a  handful,  and  bears  iio  pro- 
portion, on  the  fcale  of  numbers,  to  that  of  the  enemy. 
Adt^ed  to  this,  the  major  part  is  made  up  of  militia.  Th-2 
mod  ilmguine  in  fpeculation  cannot  deem  it  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  lead  valuable  purpofes  of  war. 

The  reinforcements  mentioned  to  be  drawn  from  general 
Heath  were  merely  ideal, — nearly  the  whole  of  the  eaftern 
iroops  which  were  with  him  being  here  before.  They  were 
only  engaged  till  to-day  ;  and  to-day  they  leave  x\\^  camp* 
Their  fervice  has  been  of  pretty  long  continuance,  ai^il  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  the  winter  months.  What  profpecft  there 
may' be  of  immediate  fuccours  from  other  quarters,  I  know 
Bot ;  but  from  the  militia  of  this  State  I  cannot  exped  to 
derive  much  more  aid.  Thofe  who  are  well  afFe^led  have 
been  fo  frequently  called  from  their  homes^  that  they  are 
tired  out,  and  alraoft  profefs  an  abhorrence  of  the  fervice  : 
nor  have  I  heard  as  yet  that  any  continental  troops  are  oq 
the  v/ay.  I  have  wrote  to  the  brigadiers-general  in  moft  of 
the  States  upon  the  fiibjedl,  and  alfo  the  colonels,  urging 
them  by  every  motive  to  exert  themfelves  in  filling  the  reg- 
iments, and  to  forward  them  on. 

1  confefs,  ^ir,  I  feel  the  moil  painful  anxiety  when  I 
refled  on  our  fituation  and  that  of  the  enemy.  Unlefs  the 
levies  arrive  foon,  we  muft,  before  it  be  long,  experience 
fome  interefting  and  melancholy  event.  I  believe  the  en- 
emy have  fixed  their  obje6t,  and  the  execution  v/ill  furely 
be  attempted  as  foon  as  the  roads  are  paflable.  The  un- 
prepared ftate  in  which  we  are,  favour*  all  their  defigns  v 

and 
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atid  it  is  muck  to  be  wiilied  that  they  may  not  fucceed  iq 
fifeeir  warmeft  expedlations. 

On  recurring  to  the  late  promotions  of  brigadiers,  I 
find  the  number  appointed  to  be  fhort  of  what  I  took  the 
liberty  to  recommend,  and  not  competent  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  fervice,  fuppoling  the  whole  in  ofnee  before,  and 
thofe  lately  created^  confent  to  a^St,  which  I  have  reafon 
to  belieye  will  not  be  the  cafe,  I  fhall  only  beg  leave  to 
refer  you  to  my  former  letters  upon  this  fubjed,  and  to 
afiure  you  that  many  difadvantages  will  rofult  from  not 
having  a  fufficient  number  of  officers  of  this  rank.  We 
have  always  been  deficient  in  this  inftance  ;  and  certain  I 
am  that  the  fervice  has'  been  greatly  injured  by  it.  The 
proportion  I  mentioned  was fuil fmall, ,and,  in  my  opinion,, 
ihould  not  be  difpenfed  with. 

I  would  alfo  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  again  (hav- 
ing received  no  anfwer  upon  the  fubjed)  that  fettling  the- 
hofpital  plan  and  eflabliiliment  becomes  more  and  more 
jieceiTary.  It  is  an  objed  of  infinite  Importance  ;  and  the 
difficulties  of  doing  it  on  a  proper  foundation  will  be  great, 
if  not  almoft  infurmountable,  fhould  it  be  deferred  till  the 
campaign  opens,  and.  the  enemy  begin  their  operations. 
The  benefits  of  the  inflitution  will  fooa  be  known  :-— 
the  want  was  feverely  felt  in  the  courfe  of  the  lad  year. 

There  is  one  thing,  more  which  claims,  in  my  opinion, 
the  earlleft  attention  of  Congrefs, — I  mean  the  pay  of  the 
regimental  furgeons,  and  that  of  the  mates.  ^  Thefe  ap- 
pointments are  fo  eifential,  that  they  cannot  be  done  with- 
out. The  pay,  in  the  firft  inftance,  is  fo  low,  fo  inade- 
quate to  the  fer vices  which  ihould  be  performed,  that  do 
man  fuftalning  the  cRarader  of  a  gentleman,  and  who  ha^ 
the  lea(:  medical  abilities  or  fkill  in  the  profeilion,  can  think 
of  accepting  it  :  that  in  the  latter  is  fo  paltry  and  triflin)^^ 
that  no:iw%  of  the  lead:  generolity  of  fentiment  or  preten^ 
lions  to  merit,  can  coufent  to  ad  for  it.  In 'a  word^  thefe 
are  inconveniences  of  an  interefting  nature  :— they  amount, 
to  an  exclufion  of  perfjns  who  •  could  difcharge  the  dutier; 
of  thofe  offices  ;  and,  if  not  redrelTcd,  there  is  not  tlve 
fmalleil:  proktbihty  that  any  can  be  prevailed  on  to  enter 
them  again. 

There  are  feveral  matters  alfo  which  I  referred  to  Con - 

grefs  fjme  tiaie  fince,  and  upon  which  I  have  not  received 
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the  refult  of  their  deliberations.  One  inquiry,  about  the 
ftate  of  arms  and  ammunition,  I  am  peculiarly  anxious  to 
be  fatisfied  in. 

From  the  inconveniences  and  injuries  to  the  fervice 
of  late  for  want  of  money,  I  am  induced  to  requeft  that 
the  ftrideft  regard  fhould  be  had  to  furnifliing  the  pay- 
mafter  with  conftant  and  fufEcient  fupplies.  On  Sunday 
he  received  five  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  half  of  which  is 
already  expended,  and  the  balance  in  a  day  or  two  will  be 
entirely  fwept  away,  without  difeharging  the  feveral  claims. 
By  his  report,  the  commifFary  here  requires  an  immediate 
draught  for  a  hundred  thoufand  ;  and  the  militia  returning 
and  about  to  leave  camp,  a  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand 
more.  The  expenfe  incurred  by  calling  on  tliem  fo  fre- 
quently is  almoft  incredible.  Befides  th^fe,  there  are  fev- 
eral arrears  due  to  the  old  troops,  and  to  mod  of  the  gen- 
eral and  ilaff  officers. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &e.  G.  W. 

I  fully  intended  to  tranfniit  you  a  general  return,  but 
am  not  able  to  make  it  cut  with  preclfian.  However,- 
from  the  moil  accurate  eftimate  that  I  can  form,  the  whole 
of  our  numbers  in  Jerfey,  fit  for  duty  at  this  time,  is  under 
three  thoufand.  Thefe,  (nine  hundred  and  eighty-ons 
excepted)  are  militia,  and  ftand  engaged  only  till  the  laft 
of  this  month.  The  troops  under  inoculation,  including 
■their  attendants^  amount  to  about  one  thoufand. 


$  I  R,  m  iJ'SlJurters,  Morr^ozon,  March  18,1777. 

THE  difficulty  if  not  impodibllity  of  giving  Congrefs 
s  juil  idea  of  our  fituation  (and  of  feveral  other  important 
matters  requiring  their  earlieil  attention)  by  letter,  has  in- 
duced me  to  prevail  on>  major-general  Greene  to  wait  upon- 
them  for  that  purpofe.  This  gentleman  is  fo  much  in  w.j 
coniidence,  fo  intimately  acquainted  with  my  ideas — with, 
our  lirength  and  our  weakncfTes— with  everything  refpedr- 
ing  the  army — that  I  have  thought  it  unnecelTary  to  panic- 
niarize-or  prelcribe  a^y  certain  line  or  duty  of  incpairies  for 
li.m.  I  ihali  only  fay'  from  the  rank  he  holds  as  an  able 
ml  good  oiScerin  tli  eilimalioa  ox  all  ^A' ho  know  him,  he 

deferv^a 
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deferves  the  greateft  refpedl  ;  and  much  regard  is  due  t© 
his  opinions  in  the  Hne  of  his  profeflion.  He  has  upon 
his  mind  fuch  matters  as  appear  to  me  mod  material  to  be 
immediately  confidered  of  ;  and  many  more  will  probably 
arife  during  the  intercourfe  you  may  think  proper  to  hor^ 
cur  him  with  ;  on  all  which  I  wi(h  to  have  the  fenfe  of 
Congrefs,  and  the  refult  of  fuch  deliberations  as  may  be 
formed  thereupon. 

I  have  inclofed  an  extra^  of  a  letter  received  yefterday 
from  governor  Trumbull,  with  a  copy  of  one  intercepted, 
going  from  the  late  governor  Wentworth  to  his  fifter. 
The  information  contained  in  the  latter,  if  true,  is  import^ 
ant  and  interefting  :  how  far  it  is  to  be  relied  on,  I  can- 
not determine  :  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  Britifli 
court's  draining  every  nei:ve  and  interefl  at  home  and 
abroad^  to  bend  us  to  their  *  *  *  yoke. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Mcrrijortm,  March  Zl,  I'^yy, 

I  WAS  lad  night  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
feventeenth  inftant,  covering  fundry  refolutions  of  Congrefs, 
which  (hall  have  my  attention. 

Having  charged  major-general  Greene,  who  will  proba- 
bly be  in  Philadelphia  to-day,  with  fuch  matters  as  I  wiih- 
cd  to  refer  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs,  1  have  noth- 
ing to  trouble  thern  v/ith  at  this  time,  or  material  to  inform 
them  of. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W* 


S  I  R,  Kead'<^artcrs,  Morr}f:Q-.vu,  March  %%■■>  1777- 

COL-ONEL  Falfrty,  liaving  cxpreffed  a  ^t^wt  to 
fettle  the  accounts  of  his  office  to  this  time,  has  obtained 
my  permiirion  to  repair  to  Philadeiphi.i,  and  now  waits  0a 
Congrefs  with  his  books  and  vouchers,  hoping  that  a  com- 
miitee  will  be  appoir^ted  to  examine  and  adjuil  the  fame. 
The  difadvantages  which  have  arifen  to  llie  fervice,  and 
wkioii-  have  been  fevereiy  feh,  for  want  of  conftaut  fu-p- 
pjies  ic  the  mi'dUry  ckeflj  are  alaioil  iDcredibJc,  and  are 

not 
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not  to  be  defcribed  but  v/ith  great  difScuIty  to  thofe  who 
are  not  immediately  in  the  army,  and  privy  to  the  frequent 
and  importunate^  applications  that  are  made.  To  prevent 
inconveniences  of  the  like  nature  in  futuce,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  that  an  eftimate  of  the  monthly  advances  ftiould 
be  formed  and  laid  before  CoRgreis.  This  cofbnel  Palfrey 
will  do  ;  and  though  it  cannot  be  efFeded  with  a  degree  of 
fcrupulous  exadnefs  and  precifion,  yet  from  his  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  incidental  charges  and  expenfes  in- the 
common  courfe  of  things,  the  calculation,  I  apprehend,  will ' 
be.  attended  with  many  benefits.  It  will  fhew  Cbngrefs 
the  neceffary  provifions  of  money  to  be  made  for  ordinary 
contingencies,  and  enable  them  to  form  a  rule  for  their 
governcnent  in  theinftance  of  fupplies  for  the  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bs,  6cc.  G.  W. 


tSrR,  Morri/loivn^  March  %G,l'J'Jfi^ 

YESTERDAY  a  letter,. of  which  the  inclofed  is  a 
copy,  came  to  my  hands.  The  account  is  confirmed  by  a 
countryman  who  is  fince  come  in  5, but  nothing  diftindl  has  ^ 
yet  been  received. 

The  aid  required  of  me  in  colonel  Hay's  letter  cannot 
be  given  :  I  have  no  men  to  oppofe  the  enemy's  defigns  in 
any  one  quarter,  although  called  upon  from  every  quarter* 
All  that  was  poilible  for  me  to  do  towards  collecting  a  force: 
at  Peekfliill,  Ihad  attempted" before  :  I  had  in  peremptory 
terms  called  upon  the  officers  of  Rhode-Iiland  and  Con- 
necticut to  forward  on  their  recruits  under  proper  officers  as  > 
faft  as  pofTible  to  that  place  :  1  had  directed  fuch  of  the 
New-York  regiments  as  had  been  ordered  to  Ticonderoga,. 
to  repair  thither  :  I  had  requeued  eight  of  the. Maflachufetts 
regiments  to  be  marched  to  that  port-:  and  leilthefe  fhould 
pot  arrive  in  time,  I  urged  governor  Trumbull,  in  ^  a  letter 
of  the  fixth  indant,  to  fend  two  thoufand  of  his  militia  to 
•  the  fame  place.  But  forry  I  am  to  obferve,  the  militia  have 
got  tired  ;  and  the  colonels  of  the  continental  regiments 
have  been  greatly  deceived  themfelves, — have. greatly  de- 
ceived mt',— or  the  moft  unheard-of  defertions  *  *  ^ 
have  pr^YHiied   *  *  *' :  ioi  regiments^   reported-  two   or 

three 
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three  months  ago  to  lie  half  completed,  a^e,  upon  the  col- 
onels being  called  upon  in  poutive  term.s  for  a  juft  ftate  of 
theiB,  found  to  contain  lefs  than  one  hundred  men  ;  and 
this  not  tlie  cafe  of  a  fingle  regiment  only,  but  of  many. 
In  Connecfticut  alone,  by  a  letter  from  general  P«rfons,  of 
the  fixth  inftant,  four  regiments  are  mentioned  as  not  hav- 
ing more  than  eighty  rank  and  file,  each. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  melancholy  truths  :  but  fafls  they  are, 
and  neccfTary  to  bs  known  to  Congrefs,  however  prudent 
it  may  be  to  conceal  them  from  the  obfervation  of  others. 

To  fupcrintend  the  buiinefs  of  recruiting, — to  fee  that 
the  oCwzccs  were  diligent, — to  prevent  impofitions  if  poiE.- 
b!e, — to  appoint  fit  places  of  rendezvous,- — t<y  fee  that  the 
recruits  were  actually  brought  to  thofe  places,  and  there 
equipped  and  trained  for  the  field, — were  among  the  great 
objecls  which  early  and  repeatedly  induced  me  to  prefs  tlie 
appointment  of  general  officers  :  but  unfortunately  th:2 
d^lay  of  appoiating,  being  followed  by  the  rclignation  of 
fjme  oiilcers  and  non-acceptance  of  others,  will  involve 
the  army  In  a  mere  chaos  of  confufion  at  a  time  when  the 
utmoil:  order  and  regularity  ihould  prevail,  and  wh^  all 
our  arrangements  ought  to  be  completely  edablnhed. 
The  medical  dcpaTtment  will,  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  be 
in  the  fame  liiuation  : — not  an-  ofScer  yet  appointed 
to  it. 

For  want  of  proper  and  coercive  powers,^— from  difaf- 
feflion  and  other  caufes,. — tlr^  militia  of  this  State  are  not 
to  be  depended  upon.  They  are  drawn  out  with  difficul- 
ty, and  at  a  moir  enormous  expenfe,  as  their  accounts  will 
ihew  :  they  come,  you  can  fcarce  tell  how  ;  they  go,  you 
hardly  know  when.  In  the  fame  predicament  are  thofe  of 
Pc  nniylvania. 

Numbers  from  this  State  have  joined  the  enemy  ;  and 
many  more  are  difpofed  to  do  fo,  as  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Hoff  (a  copy  of  which  is  inclofcd,  correfponding  with 
feveral  others  of  the  fame  tenor)  fuilBciently  evinces. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Small  as  our  ptefent  force  is,  it  will  be  reduced 
in  a  few  days  by  the  going  off  of  the  Jerfey  three-months- 
men,  the  Cecil-county  militia,  and  the  Virginia  volunteers, 
all  of  whom  claim  difcharges  tlie  ii^fl  of  next  montk     I 

have 
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have  fen t  an  officer  exprefs  towards  Peekfkill  to  inquire 
into  the  circumftances  and  confequence  of  the  enemy's 
defcent  upon  that  place  ;  not  being  able  to  account  for 
general  M*Dougars  (who  commands  there)  and  general 
Clinton's  (who  is  at  the  forts  in  the  Highlands)  their 
fiience  upon  this  occafion. 


^  I  ?>.,  Morrl/loivn,  March  29,  1 777. 

1  LAST  night  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  twenty-fixth  inrtant,  accompanied  by  fundry  refolves  of 
Congrefs,  and  fome  other  papers. 

The  arrival  of  the  arms,  locks  and  iiints,  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  mention,  is  a  mod:  fortunate  and  happy  event. 
I  join  you'moft  iincerely  in  congratulations  upon  the  occa- 
£oa. 

1  have  not  yet  obtained  a  certain  account  of  the  expe- 
dition againfi:  and  deftrufrion  of  Peekfi<iiL  Information 
of  thof^, events  lias  not  been  yet  tranfmitted  by  generals 
M'iiougal  or  Clinton,  or  the  convention  of  the  State. 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  town  is  deftroyed,  and, 
with  it,  fome  (lores  :  neither  the  quality  nor  amount  of 
them  is  known.  It  is  fald  that  it  was  done  in  part  by  our 
own  people  when  they  found  that  they  could  not  prevent' 
them  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  fiiips  and 
troops  have  gone  down  the  river,  again. 

Mr,  Kirkland,  the  Oneida  miffionary,  arrived  here  thfs- 
week,  with  a  chief  warrior  and  five  other  Indians  of  that 
nation.  They  had  been  to  Boflon,  and  came  from  thence 
to  this  place  to  inquire  into  the  true  ftate  of  matters,  that 
they  might  report  them  to  a  grand  council  to  be  Ihortly 
held.  They  faid  things  were  fo  falfely  and  varioufly  rep- 
refented  by  our  enemies  through  their  agents,  that  they 
did  not  know  what  to  depend  on.  I  invited  them  to  go 
to  Philadelphia  :  but  they  declined  it,  declaring  they  were 
well  fatisSed  with  what  they  had  feen,  and  that  they  were 
authorifed  to  tell  their  nation,  all  they  had  heard  from 
the  enemy  was  falfe.  Being  told  that  France  was  a(Iift- 
ing  us,  and  about  to  join  in  the  war,  they  feemed  highly 
jleafed  i  and  Mr.  Kirklaad.  faid  he  was  perfuaded   it 

wouldi 
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^ould  have  a  confiderable  efFed  on  the  minds  of  feveral 
of  the  nations,  and  fecure  to  us  their  neutrality,  if  not  a 
declaration  and  commencement  of  hoftilities  in  our  favour, 
I  fhewed  them  every  civility  in  my  power,  and  every  thing 
that  I  thought  material  to  excite  in  them  an  idea  of  our 
ftrength  and  independence.  After  flaying  tvi^o  days,  they 
fet  off  for  their  nation,  expreffing  their  defire  of  the  moll 
fpeedy  return  to  the  council,  and  profefling  the;  moft 
friendly  fentiments  towards  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W* 


SIR,  Morriftoivn,  March  29,  I777. 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  you  this 
morning  by  the  return-exprefs,  the  eaflern  port  arrived. 
The  intelligence  he  brought  is  agreeable  and  interefting,  as 
3^ou  will  perceive  by  the  inclofed  letter  from  Mr.  Hazard, 
which  I  do  rayfelfthe  pleafure  of  tranfmitting  you.  I  ara 
happy  to  fay  the  arrival  of  the  fhip  at  Portfmouth,  and  the 
capture  of  the  two  prizes,  is  confirmed  by  other  letters  from 
gentlemen  of  note  in  and  about  Bofton.  Upon  thefc 
events  I  give  you  my  moft  hearty  congratulations.  Some 
of  the  letters  add  that  a  French  general,  colonel,  and  ma- 
jor, came  paffengers  in  the  fliip,  who  are  highly  recom- 
mended by  do<51:or  Franklin. 

The  affair  of  Peekfldll  has  not  been  tranfmitted  me  with 
certainty  :  but  1  am  informed  the  relation  of  it,  in  Lou- 
don's paper,  which  I  have  inclofed,  is  nearly  as  it  happened. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  O.  W* 


^  I  R,  Head-Barters^  MorrtfoivXy  March  3I,  1 777. 

CAPTAIN  Defliields,  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  fhip  from 
Baltimore,  who  was  taken  by  the  enemy  and  carried  into 
York,  made  his  efcape  from  thence  on  Saturday  evening. 
lie  informs  that  three  thoufand  troops,  Britifh  and  HefTian, 
embarked  about  ten  days  ago  from  the  city  and  Staten- 
Ifland,  on  board  tranfports  which  were  lying  at  the  latter 
iwhen  he  Came  away,     iie  adds  that  the  enemy  have  built 

and 
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and  are  buildm|i;  a  number  of  light  flat-bottomed  boats j 
about  feventy  of  which  were  finifhed. 

Cajotain  Defhields  fays  it  feemed  to  be  the  general  opin- 
ion and  converfation  that  this  embarkation  was  for  Chefa- 
peak-bay,  with  a  view  of  making  a  defcent  on  the  Eaftem- 
Shore,  or  that  the  troops  were  to  proceed  to  the  Head  of 
Elk,  taking  Annapolis  and  Baltimore  in  their  way.  There 
were  fome  who  thought  it  probably  they  mean  to  go  up 
the  North- river  and  attempt  the  Highland  fortifications.  I 
have  written  to  generals  M'Dougal  and  Clinton,  defiring 
them  to  make  the  beft  prjf  aration  that  circumftances  will 
admit  of,  for  their  rece|i^n,  in  cafe  the  latter  fliould  be 
their  objetSt.  ''t' 

Captain  Defhields  being  in  company  with  the  captain  of 

the  packet,  but  unknown  to  him,  heard  him  fay  that  a  war 

with  France  was  much  ^xpe6led  when   he  left  England, 

\vhich  was  about  the  beginning  of  Fe-bruary. 

;  i-have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  i R,  Head'!^orters ,  MorrJ/toivni  Ap'il  2 ,  I  / 7 7 J 

,  SINCE  1  bad  the  hcnour  of  writing  to  you  laft,  I 
have  received  (he  inclofed  from  general  M*Dougal,  which 
contains  a  full  account  of  the  late  affair  at  Peekftill.  Ev- 
ery prudential  ftep  appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  gen- 
eral, and  as  good  a  dif}:ofition  made  as  his  fmall  number 
of  men  would  admit  of. 

I  have  heard  nothing  further  rcfpe6ling  the  embarkation 
of  troops  which  I  mentioneti  in  my  lail:.  I  am  in  hopes 
the  Connedlicut  militia  v.iil  arrive  at  Peekfliill  before  an-  . 
other  expedition  is  made  up  the  North-river.  I  have 
wrote  to  ha(kn  them  as  much  as  pofiible,  left  fuch  another 
defign  fhould  be  really  in  agitation.  In  my  opinion,  Del- 
av/are-bay  ts  their  objedt,  and  Chcfapcak  only  thrown  out 
by  way  of  blind  :  their  late  attempt  to  procure  Delaware 
pilots  fcems  to  confirm  it. 

I  obferve  by  yoi^r  late  promotions  that  a  foreign  gentle- 
man is  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  German  battalion. 
I  could   v/if;  that  he  was  ordered  to  join   immediately, 

as 
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as  that  regiment  much  wants  an  officer  of  experience  at  the 
head  of  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  I  have  ordered  the  deputy  quarter-mafter-general 
to  eftablifh  proper  relays  of  expreffes  behveen  this  and 
Philadelphia,  that  intelligence  may  be  occafionally  convey- 
ed in  [the  moft  expeditious  manner.  If  there  (hould  be 
-any  appearance  of  a  fleet  in  Delaware-bay,  it  will  be  known 
in  a  very  few  hours  in  Philadelphia,  by  hoifting  the  fig- 
nals  ;  and  I  beg  I  may  have  the  earlieft  notice  of  it.  The 
quarter-mafter  will  inform  you  who  his  rider  in  Philadel- 
phia is,  that  you  ma|'  know  where  to  apply. 


yJlR,  Head' garters ^  MorriftGivn,  April  (),  11 'J  f^ 

;  I  AM  honoured  with  yours  of  the  fourth,  inclofing 
fiindfy  ^  r^folves  of  Congrefs  from  the  twenty-ninth  oi 
Marctf  to\*he  fifth  inftant.  I  am  extremely  glad  to  fee  the 
refolv?k)r  the  immediate  removal  of  military  (lores  from 
Baltimore  and  Annapolis  :  for,  although  I  do  not  imagine 
that  the  enemy  intend  an  expedition  of  any  great  confe« 
quence  iKTChefapeak-bay,  yet  while  the  flores  lay  at  the 
above-mentioned  places,  they  were  always  fubjed  to  be 
deftroyed  by  a  fudden  attack  of  a  fhip  of  war  with  a  few 
land  forces. 

The  regulations  for  the  pay-mafter-generaPs  department 
are  very  falutary,  and,  if  carried  ftridly  into  execution,  will 
make  a  vatt  faving  to  the  public.  It  may  be  eafily  done 
when  the  army  is  put  upon  a  regular  footing  :  but  while  we 
are  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  militia,  we  muft  fubmit  to  all 
the  irregularities  that  niiturally  attend  them,  and  muft  not 
therefore  expedl  to  have  tlie  rule  as  fcrupuloufly  complied 
with  by  them  as  could  be  wifhed.  *  *  * 

The  mufter-mafter-general  complained  that  the  duty  re- 
quired of  him  was  more  than  he  could  perform  :  but  by 
the  late  refolves  there  is  an  ample  allowance  for  deputies ; 
and  therefore  no  farther  excufe  can  be  made  upon  that 
head. 

I  moft  ardently  wifn  to  fee  the  hofpital  eftabliHied.  I 
am  afraid  too  much  time  has  been  loft  in  the  confideration 
Vol.  IL  E  of 
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of  the  plan  :  but  the  gentlemen  who  fhall  be  appointed  to 
the  faperintendence  muft  endeavour  to  make  up  for  loft 
time  by  their  diligence. 

J3y  the  lateft  accounts  from  Brunfwic,  it  looks  as  if  the 
enemy  were  proje(5ling  an  embarkation.  They  have  been 
itripping  the  buildings  of  boards,  and  cutting  fmall  timber, 
and  tranfporting  them  from  Brunfwic  to-  Amboy.  It  is 
imagined  this  is  to  build  births  in  their  tranfports.  I  fhall 
keep  a  conftant  look-out  upon  the  motions  of  their  veflels, 
and  (hall  endeavour  to  obtain  every  intelligence  by  fending 
people  into  their  quarters.  I  think  Delaware-bay  muft  be 
their  deftination,  if  they  move  by  water. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5cc.  G.  Wo 


S  I  R,  MorrlfiGivn,  April  10,  I77f« 

I  WAS  juft  now  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
ninth  inftant,  covering  fundry  refolutions  of  Congrefs. 
Thofe  for  regulating  the  hofpital  and  medical  department, 
I  truft,  will  prove  of  the  moft  falutary  confequences.  It 
is  only  to  be  regretted  that  this  neceffary  and  liberal  infti- 
tution  had  not  been  gone  into  and  completed  at  an  earlier 
period. 

The  lv)nours  Qongrefs  have  decreed  to  the  memory  of 
generals  Warren  and  Mercer  afford  me  the  higheft  pleaf^ 
ure  :  their  charader  and  merit  had  a  juft  claim  to  every 
mark  of  refpe<5l ;  and  I  heartily  wifh  that  every  officer  of 
the  United  States,  emulating  their  virtues,  may  by  their 
a<5]:ions  fecure  to  themfelves  the  fame  right  to  the  grateful 
tributes  of  their  country. 

Since  writing  to  you  yefterday  I  have  received  further 
intelligence  of  the  enemy's  preparations  in  York,  indicating 
a  movement  before  lo.ng.  It  is  contained  in  the  inclofed 
letter,  N*^  i,  and  corroborates  the  opinion  I  have  long  en- 
tertained that  they  would  rruike  a  pufh  againft  Philadelphia. 
The  tory  regiments  mentioned,  we  are  told,  are  at  Hack- 
infac,  and  are  about  five  hundred  ftrong,  exclufive  of  a 
company  of  Highlanders  which  is  with  them. 

The  inclofed  letter  from  le  chevalier  count  De  Vrecourt 
came  to  hand  this  morning, — which  I  have  thought  proper 

to 
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to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs,  that  they  may  confider  his  calcj, 
and  adopt  fuch  meafures  refpeding  him  as  his  charader 
and  teftimonials  deferte.  1  never  heard  of  him  before  : 
but  if  he  is  a  fldlful  engineer,  he  will  be  extremely  ufeful, 
and  fhould  be  employed,  though  he  may  not  urideriland 
our  language.  At  this  time  we  have  not  one  with  the 
army,  nor  one  to  join  it,  oFthe  leaft  reputation  or  preten- 
fions- to  fldll.  If  this  gentleman  came  in  confequence  of 
an  agreement  with  dodor  Franklin,  and  brought  creden- 
tials from  him,  I  (liould  fuppofe  him  to  be  acquainted  with 
what  he  was  recommended  for. 

The  cartel,  propofed  to  be  fettled,  and  fo  long  In  agita^ 
tion,  is  not  accompllfiied  yet  i  the  laft  meeting  on  thaf 
bufinefs  was  the  fecond  inflant,  when  nothing  was  done  ^ 
nor  is  a  further  interview  appointed  refpeding  it.  1  have 
tranfmitted  a  copy  of  lord  Cornv/allis's  letier  which  came 
out  the  next  day,  with  that  of  the  paper  alluded  to  by  hlnij,' 
which  Mr.  Harrifon  refufed  to  receive  from  colonel  Walcot,. 
and  of  my  anfwer  to  the  latter  in  a  letter  to  general  Howe, 
The  objedtions  or  articles  mentioned  by  colonel  Walcot 
were  thofe  general  Greene  had  with  Him,  and  which  he 
left  when  he  came  from  Philadelphia  :  the  origin al  I  have 
by  me.  Thofe  points  were  infifted  on  again,  and  rejeded, 
and  a  tender  made  of  die  paper  by  colonel  Walcot,  which 
he  brought  with  him  prepared. 

I  have  appointed  John  Wilkens,  John  Steel,  Mathev/ 
Irvine,  and  Samuel  Keriley,  efqulres,  captains  of  companies 
to  be  raifed  by  them,  in  confequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  general  Armftrong.  As  the  interefl:  of  thofe  gen- 
tlemen lies  in  Pennfylvania  chiefly,  and  it  would  be  draw- 
ing money  from  the  pay-mafter  here  to  carry  to  Philadel- 
phia, (fuppofing  there  was  a  fupply  in  the  chert,  which  Is 
not  the  cafe)  I  /hall  be  obliged  by  Congrefs's  ordering  fix 
hundred  dollars  to  be  advanced  to  each  of  them  t)n  ac- 
count of  the  recruiting  fervice  ;  the  firft  of  whom  I  imag- 
tne  Is  in  Philadelphia.  If  this  requifition  can  be  complied 
with,  he,  I  prefume,  will  give  notice  to  the  reft  ;  or,  if 
general  Armftrong  is  informed  of  it,  he  will  do  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  G.  W. 
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SIR,  Head' garters,  Morrtjoitn,  April  12,  1777* 

HAVING  feen  a  letter  from  dodor  Franklin,  and 
many  other  credentials  in  favour  of  monfieur  le  chevaJier 
Du  Pleffis,  he  appears  to  me  to  be  a  perfon  worthy  of  the 
notice  and  encouragement  of  Congrefs.  He  has  ferved  ia 
the  French  artillery ;  and  both  his  inclination  and  qualifi- 
cations, make  it  proper  he  ftiould  have  an  appointment  in 
,  ,0urs.  There  are  fome  vacancies  in  the  artillery  for  cap- 
tains, one  of  which  may  be  offered  him  as  a  beginning. 
The  fuperior  ranks  are  all  completed. 

I  am,  Sir^  your  mo(i  humble  fervant,  G.  W^ 


S  I  R,  Head" Quarters i  Mcrrijh'iun,  April' 1%^  1777- 

I  AM  honoured  with  yours  of  the  tenth,  accompanied 
"with  one  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  to  whom  I  have 
•wrote  very  fully  upon  the  fubjed  of  the  refolve  for  forming 
an  army  upon  the  weft  fide  of  Delaware,  and  to  which  I 
jefer  you.  I  wi(h  1  could  fee  any  profped  cf  an  army,  fit 
to  make  proper  oppofitiony  formed  any  where.  You  will, 
perhaps  be  furprifed  at  this,  after  the  public  reports  of  the 
great  fuccefs  of  recruiting  in  all  the  States ;  but,  to  convince 
you  that  thefe  are  but  bare  reports,  I  will  give  you  the  bell 
information  I  have  been  able  to  colled  from  aduai  returns 
and  other  accounts. 

New-Hampfhire. — -No  returns  i  but  a  letter  from  gen* 
.eral  Heath  JGiys  they  are  tolerably  forward.  All  their 
regiments  go  to  the  northward. 

MafTachufetts. — About  four  hundred  mea  raifed  to  a 
regiment  ;  many  of  thefe  yet  to  undergo  inoculation. 
Seven  of  their  regiments  _go  to  the  northward,  and  eight 
are  to  come  to  Peekfkill  for  the  prefent. 

Rhode-Ifland. — Only  three  hundred  and  fixty  men  en- 
lifted  in  both  regiments  the  firft  of  April.  Two  hundred 
of  thefe  are  yet  to  be  inoculated.  General  Varnum  writes 
me  that  he  defpairs  of  filling  up  the  regiments. 

Connedicut. — By  a  return  from  general  Parfons,  of  the 
fourth  of  April,  about  eighteen  hundred  men  were  recruited 
through  the  whole  State,^ — they,  much  difperfed  ; — many 
to  have  the  fmall-pox  ;  and  recruiting  at  a  ftand. 

New-YorJc.— 
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New- York. — About  two  hundred  men  to  a  regiment  s 
and,  from  the  peculiar  fituation  of  that  province,  it  will  be 
almofl:  impojQible  for  them  to  fill  up  their  regiments  though 
they  exert  themfelves  very  much. 

New-Jerfey. — Between  two  and  three  hundred  to  a 
regiment.  They  alfo  lie  under  many  difficulties  on  ac- 
count of  the  difafFedlion  of  their  State  :  but  their  officers^ 
are  adive  and  diligent. 

Pennfylvania. — Moft  of  her  regiments  are  very  bacfe^ 
ward  ;  thofe  moft  fo  who  have  been  longeft  recruiting. 

Delaware  State.— No  return  of  their  regiment. 

Maryland* — I  have  only  the  return  of  one  regiment, 
which  confifts  of  two  hundred  men  ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
the  others  are  in  more  forward  nefe.  The  dilutes  about 
the  rank  of  officers  have  prevailed  fo  much,  that  the  re- 
cruiting fervice  has  been  in  a  manner  negle6tedi 

Virginia. — The  nine  old  regiments  will  not  exceed  eigh- 
teen  hundred  eftedive  men:  and  governor  Henry,  in  a 
letter  which  I  received  yefterday,  informs  me  that  he  did 
not  think  that  more  than  four  of  the  fix  new  ones  would 
be  filled.  He  propofes  the  expediency  of  raifing  volunteer 
companies  to  ferve  feven  or  eight  months,  to  make  up  the 
deficiency:  but  this  I  fhall  objeol  to  on  many  accounts,, 
particularly  that  it  would  be  introducing  a  body  of  men 
who  would  look  upon  themfelves  at  liberty  to  do  what  they 
pleafed,  and,  the  moment  their  time  expired,  would  Ieav3 
us,  though  at  the  moft  critical  junelure^ 

If  the  men  that  are  raifed-,  few  as  they  are,  could  be  got 
into  the  field,  it  would  be  a  matter  of  fome  confolation  ; 
but  every  method  that  I  have  been  able  to  devife  has  prov- 
ed inefFedual.  If  I  fend  an  officer  to  collect  the  fick  ar^d 
fcattered  of  his  regiment,  it  is  ten  to  one  but  he  negleds  his 
duty,  goes  home  on  pleafure  or  bufinefs,  and  the  next  that 
I  hear-  of  him  is  that  he  has  refigned  : — furloughs  are  na 
more  attended  to  than  if  there  was  no  Hmitation  of  time  : 
and  in  (hort.  Sir,  there  is  fuch  a  total  deprefiion  of  that  mil- 
itary ardour  which  I  hoped  would  have  infpired  every  of^ 
ficer  when  he  found  his  pay  genteelly  augmented,  and  the 
army  put  upon  a  refpedable  footing,  that  it  feems  to  me  as 
if  all  public  fpirit  was  funk.  *  *  -* 

Ez  lihall 
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I  fliall  as  foon  as  poflible  tranfmit  to  the  board  of  war  a 
lift  of  die  appointmeBts  Lhave  made  in  confequence  of  the 
powers  veiled  in  me. 

If  the  appointments  in  the  hpfpital  ai  e  not  filled  up  be- 
fore the  receipt  of  this,  I  would  take  the  liberty  of  men- 
tioning a  gentleman  whoin  I  think  highly  deferving  of  no- 
tice, not  only  on  account  of  his  abihties,  but  for  the  very 
great  afliftance  which  he  has  afrorded  in  the  courfe  of  thi^ 
winter,  merely  in  the  nature  of  a  volunteer.  The  gentle- 
man is  dodor  John  Cochran,  well  known  to  all  the  faculty^ 
and  particularly  to  doflor  Shippen,  who,,  I  fuppofe,  has 
mentioned  him  among  the  candidates*  The  place  for 
which  the  do^or  is  well  fitted,  and  which  would  be  moft 
agreeable  to  him,  is  furgeon-general  to  the  middle  depart- 
ment. In  this  hue  he  ferved  all  the  laft  war  in  the  Britifh 
fervice,  and  has  diftinguifhed  himfeif  this  winter,  particular- 
ly in  his  attention  to  the  fm all-pox  patients  and  the  wound- 
ed, v/ho,  but  for  him  and  dodlor  Bond,  maft  have  fuffered 
much,  if  not  been  totally  negleded,  as  there  were  no  ether 
medical  gentlemen  to  be  found.  If  the  appointment  of 
furgeon-general  is  filled  up,  that  of  deputy-diredor  of  the 
middle  department  would  be  acceptable. 

I  have  been  thus  full  in  my  recommendation  becaufe 
«do<5lor  Cochraii  in  a  manner  had  my  promife  of  one  of  the 
capital  appointments  in  the  hofpital,  upon  a  prefumptioa 
that  I  fhould  have  had  fome  hand  in  the  nomination  by  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  empowering  me  to  £11  all  commiffions 
under  the  rank  of  brigadiers-general. 

j^pril  I-3. — I  have  this  moment  received  a  line  from 
general  X*incoln,  informing  me  that  the  enemy  attempted 
to  furprife  him  early  this  morning  at  his  poft  at  Bound>' 
brook  5  but  he  made  good  hi^  retreat  to  the  pals  of  the 
mountains  juft  in  his  rear,  with  trifling  lofs* 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G>  W» 


SIR,  Ji^ad' garters,  Morrijlfnixn-,  April  I5,  1777. 

THE  inclofed  from  monfieur  le  chevalier  De  Dreud- 
homme  de  Borre,  with  the  papers  annexed  to  it,  were  re- 
ceivtd  this  day  by  the  eaftern  mail     It  appears  that  by  an 

ac;reement 
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agreement  with  Mr.  Deane  he  is  to  have  the  rank  and  pay 
of  a  brigadier-geoerai  in  our  fervice.  I  imagine  by  this- 
that  he  is  a  man  of  real  merit.  If  you  think  proper  to 
confirm  Mr.  Deatic's  appointment,  be  pieafed  to  inform  me 
of  it  and  return  the  letter,  that  I  may  give  afuitable  anfwerc 
If,  as  I  imagine,  he  does  not  underftand  EngUfii,  it  will  be 
fome  time  before  he  can  be  of  any  ufe  at  the  head  of  a 
brigade. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G»  W* 


.  $■  I  R,  Bead-^ariers,  MorrUioivn,  April  18,17 7 7- 

I  HAVE  nothing  of  importance  to  tranfmit  Con- 
grefs,  no  event  in  the  military  line  having  happened  fince 
my  laft,  except  the  furprifing  a  fmall  picquet  guard  of  the 
enemy  on  Monday  night  at  Bonemtown,  and  bringing  ofF 
thirteen  prifoners,  by  one  of  our  parties.  An  enterprife  of 
a  fimilar  nature  was  formed  againft  that  at  Aniboy,  in 
which  the  party  fent  to  effect  it  did  not  fueceed  fo  well^ 
though  the  moft  advanced  of  them  feized  and  fecured  three 
of  their  out-centries  without  giving  an  alarm. 

By  a  letter  from  general  M*Dougal,  of  yefterday,  I  am 
•informed  that  he  had  received  accounts  of  thirty-fix  fail  oS 
tranfports  having  left  Newport  on  Friday  laft,  with  troops  on 
board.  Other  reports  he  had  v/ere  that  a  number  of  fhips 
were  coming  up  the  Sound,  fo  that  we  may  reafonablj 
conclude  general  Howe  is  drawing  his  forces  from  the  eaft- 
ward.  General  Arnold,  in  a  letter  of  the  fixth,  mention*- 
■ed,  that,  from  the  preparation  of  tranfports,  and  other 
circumftanccs^  he  thought  it  probable  an  embarkation  was 
about  to  take  place. 

There  are  grounds  to  fufpedV,  from  information  received^ 
that  fome  unfair  practices  have  been  and  are  meant  to  be 
}ikd  in  certain  exports  from  Philadelphia.  It  is  faid  that 
a  vefTel  i^avigated  by  Frenchmen  loaded  there,  belonging 
to  *  *  *  of  New- York,  which  carried  her  cargo  to  gener- 
al Howe  ;  alfo  that  *  *  *  and  *  *  ^  of  Monmouth-coua« 
ty  intend  to  load  one  or  more  for  the  fame  purpofe,  under 
the  idea  of  fending  them  to  foreign  markets,  i  have  writ- 
ten to  the  board  x)f  war  fox  Pennfyhania  vpoti  the  fubjedl, 

and. 
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and  doubt  not  but  thefe  hints  will  be  properly  improved^ 
and  fiich  frauds  guarded  againft  as  well  as  circumftances 
will  admit. 

I  have  inclofed  a  copy  of  an  advertifement  publifhed  ia 
Gaine's  paper  of  the  fourteenth j  which  fhews  that  no  arti^ 
fices  are  left  untried  by  the  enemy  to  injure  us.  Before 
the  appearance  of  this  unparalleled  piece,  I  had  heard  that 
a  perfon  was  gone  from  York  to  Rhode-Ifland  with  a 
quantity  of  counterfeit  money* 

There  is  one  thing  which  I  beg  leave  to  mention  to 
€ongrefs,  and  v/hich  I  think  highly  deferving  their  atten- 
tion, that  is,  that  fupplies  of  hard  money,  or  bills  of  ex- 
change to  procure  it,  fhould,  if  poJEble,  be  fent  to  our  pris- 
oners in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  at  leafl:  to  the  officers,  to 
relieve  their  wants.  By  letters  whieh  1  have  received 
from  them  of  late,  I  find  they  are  in  great  diftrefs^  and  fuch 
as  ought  to  be  removed,  if  it  can  be  done.  No  inconveni- 
ence will  refalt  to  the  public  from  fuch  fupplies,  if  they  can 
be  furnifhed>  as  proper  ftoppages  and  dedu<5lion'3  can  b© 
made  from  their  pay, 

j^j)nl  19. — I  was  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
fixteenth  between  twelve  and  one  o'clock  yefterday,  ac^ 
companied  by  fundry  refolutions.  I  hope  the  meafures ' 
Gongrefs  have  adopted  will  prodifce  the  falutary  confe*- 
quences  they  had  in  view  :  but  I  fear  that  the  States^ 
unlefs  they  are  delicate  in  exercifing  the  powers  they  are 
inverted  with  for  filling  vacancies  in  inftances  of  removal 
from  office,  and  pay  ftrid  attention  to  a  proper  line  of 
fucceffion  where  there  are  no  capital  objedions,  will  renew 
much  of  that  confufion  and  diforder  we  have  been  endeav- 
ouring to  extricate  ourfelves  frorn.  Nor  will  this  be  of 
fmall  difficulty,  if  they  difplace  many  officers  :  for^  fuppofc 
ing  them  to  have  kept  the  moft  accurate  lifts  of  their  orig- 
inal appointments^  changes  have  taken  place  in  feverai 
inftances  from  various  caufes  unknown  to  them,  and  of 
whiclr  they  Cannes  be  apprifed. 

I  can  affiire  Congrefs  the  appellatian  given:  to  the  reg- 
iments officered  by  me  was  without  my  confent  or  privity; 
As  foon  as  I  heard  it,  I  wrote  to  feverai  of  the  officers  in 
terms  of  fevere  reprehenfion,  and  exprefsly  charged  them 
to  fupprefs  the  diftinflign,  adding  that  all  the  battalions 

were 


OFFICIAL    LETTERS.  57 

were  on  the  fame  footing,  and  all  under  the  general  name 
of  Continental. 

An  attack  upon  the  king's  troops* at  Rhode- Ifland  was 
certainly  a  deilrable  event,  could  it  have  been  eondudted 
with  fuccefs,  or  upon  equal  terms.  It  being  an  obje<fl  of 
great  moment,  and  involving  in  its  iffue  many  important 
confequences,  I  am  led  to  believe  the  pradllcability  of  it 
has  had  much  coniideration^  and  the  meafure  was  found 
to  be  unadvifeable  ur^der  the  circumftances  of  l!he  troops 
colleded  for  the  purpofe.  If  the  enemy  have  not  evac- 
uated the  ifiand,  I  ftippofe  the  matter  will  be  further 
weighed. 

I  do  not  find  in  the  medical  arran^gement  any  mention^ 
of  regimental  furgeons-mates,  or  provifion  made  for  their 
payment.  V/hether  Congrefs  mean  to  difpenfe  with  fuch 
officers  or  not,  I  cannot  tell  :  I  have  heard  that  they  do  z: 
but  they  appear  to  me  to  be  abfolutely  neceilary.  We 
are  often  obli^^ed  to  divide  recrlments  and  fend  a  Dart  to  a 
diiknt  pad  :  when  this  is  tlie  cafe,  it  is  edential  that  there 
fnould  be  fome  perfon  with  them  to  take  charge  of  the 
iick  or  wounded,  if  fach  there  fhould  be,  I  have  only 
mentioned  this  of  many  reafons  that  might  be  urged  to 
ihew  the  expediency  of  fuch  appointments, 

Notwithftandl ng  the  many  circumftances  inducing  a 
belief  that  Fhiiadelphia  will  be  the  fir  ft  objefl  of  the  ene* 
my's  attention, — yet,  as  the  ftratagems  of  war  are  various, 
and  they  may  be  ^^[xiy  changed,  efpecially  when  they  have 
the  entire  command  of  the  water,— I  cannot  but  confider 
the  detention  of  the  troops  at  Philadelphia,  farther  than 
mentioned  in  my  letter  In  anfwer  to  that  from  the  board  of 
war,  as  inexpedient,  and  fubje(^  to  great  inconvenience  and 
injury.  In  the  prefent  divided,  feparated  ftate  of  the  army, 
we  are  weak  at  all  points,  and  not  able  to  make  the  leaft 
oppofilion  promifina  fuccefs.  Suppofing  they  were  colledlect 
here,  they  would  be  ready  to  adt  as  necelfity  and  circum- 
ftances might  require.  If  the  enemy  puihed  for  .Philadel- 
phia, we  (hould  have  notice  of  it,  and  could  hang  upoa 
their  flank  and  rear  :  nor  is  it  likely  they  would  undertake 
fuch  an  expedition  v/ithout  attempting  the  deftru(5lion  cr 
difperfion  of  the  army  lirft.  If  they  embarked  and  lliould 
,go  by  fea,  we  Aoaid  have  informatioa  of  it,  and  could  be 

there 
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there  in  time.  On  the  other  hand,  fhould  all  they  ha^e 
done  prove  a  feint,  and  they  fhould  turn  their  views  ta 
the  North-river,  we  fhould  be  in  a  much  better  fituation  to 
counteract  their  defigns,  and  to  check  the  progrefs  of  their 
arms  in  that  quarter.  Added  to  this,  feveral  of  the  reg- 
iments, efpecially  thofe  which  came  firft  from  Virginia 
and  Pennfylvania,  are  fo  broken  that  it  is  impoffible  to  do 
any  thing  with  the  parts  that  are  here  ;  and  that  fpirit 
which  is  always  derived  from  a  corps  being  full,  or  as  much 
fo  as  circumftanres  of  number  will  admit  of,  is  entirely 
done  away. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W» 


SIR,  Merrlfoiv-n^  April 21,  1 7 77. 

I  WAS  this  m.orning  honoured  with  you  favour  of  the 
twentieth,  inclofing  fundry  proceedings  of  Congrefs.  The 
removal  of  provifions,  &c.  from  the  communication  be- 
tween Brunfwic  and  Trenton  has  been  pretty  well  effe(5led 
already.  It  was  an  objedl  early  attended  to,  and  what  I 
recommended  to  the  afTembly  of  this  State  as  deferring 
their  interpofition  and  aid  :  but,  finding  that  it  had  not 
their  immediate  confideration,  and  that  they  feemed  to 
decline  interfering  in  the  matter,  I  dire^ed  the  quarter- 
maflers  and  commifTaries  to  purchafe.  their  firfl  fupplies  of 
thofe  necelTaries  from  fuch  places  as  appeared  to  be  mafl 
expofed  to  the  enemy's  incurfions,  and  through  which  it 
is  rnofl  probable  they  will  take  their  route  towards  the 
Delaware,  in  cafe  an  enterprife  that  way  fhould  be  in  con- 
templation. I  have  tranfmitted  copies  of  the  refolve  up- 
on this  fubjefl  to  general  Putnam  and  colonel  Forman,  (the 
latter  of  whom  is  in  Monmoutlvcounty)  with  orders  to= 
execute  the  fame  agreeable  to  the  dire61:ions  therein  pre- 
fcribed,  where  it  may  be  necefTary  on  the  road  leading  from 
South-Amboy  acrofs  the  country. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate  to  Con- 
grefs. The  advices  they  will  receive  to-day,  which  pafTed 
through  this  town  yefterday,  will  tell  them  that  the  ene- 
my remained  at    Rhode-liland  on  the  fifteenth  inflant^ 

notwithflanding 
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notwithftanding  the  accounts  we  had  recelyed  of  their 
embarkation  before. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  G.  W, 


SIR,  Head' garters  J  Morrifown,  April  a  3,  1 777, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  the  inclofed 
pieces  of  intelligence  which  I  received  this  day  from  gen- 
eral Stephens,  who  by  my  defire  employed  perfons  to  go 
into  New- York  and  Brunfwic.  I  do  not  put  entire  con- 
fidence in  the  whole  :  but  the  principal  reafon  of  fending 
the  intelligence  forward  is  that  proper  meafures  may  be 
fallen  upon  to  find  out  and  apprehend  Thomas  *  *  ^  men- 
tioned in  general  Stephens's  letter  of  this  date. 

If  the  enemy  fhould  move,  I  have  taken  fteps  to  make 
^s  good  an  oppoCtion  as  my  fmall  force  is  capable  of. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W* 


S  1  R,  Morrtjloim^  April  26,177  7^ 

I  WAS  laft  night  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  with  fundry  refolves  of  Congrefs;  Such  of 
them  as  are  neceffary  for  my  government  and  condudl  I 
fhall  ftrialy  attend  to. 

The  money  and  bills  for  our  prifoners  had  better  be 
tranfmitted  to  Elias  Boudinot,  efquire,  to  whom  I  fhall 
give  diredions  to  adopt  ways  and  means  for  fending  the 
fame,  and  for  a  proper  appropriation  and  diftribution  of  the 
money  amongft  them.  Bills,  I  think,  will  be  moil  eligible, 
provided  they  are  duly  paid.  As  to  procuring  clothes  in 
New- York,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  will  not  be  al- 
lowed, and  that  the  prifoners  will  obtain  no  fupplies  but 
what  we  fend  them. 

I  heard  of  Mr.  Franklin's  pradlices  fome  time  ago,  and 
advifed  governor  Trumbull  of  the  fame,  that  his  conduct 
might  be  properly  attended  to.  It  is  very  unhap])y  for  us 
that,  through  the  intrigues  of  fuch  men,  the  enemy  have 
found  means  to  raife  a  fpirit  of  difaiFe(5tion  but  too  gen- 
Lecally  in  many  of  the  States.     In  tliis,  I  have  ftrong  aflur- 

ance.5 
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ances  that  it  has  arifen  to  a  grent  height ;  and  I  fliall  not 

be  difappointed  if  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  in  fome 
of  the  counties  fhoaild  openly  appear  in  arms  as  foon  as  the 
enemy  begin  their  operations.  I  have  taken  every  ineafure 
in  my  power  to  lupprefs  it  ;  but  neverthelefs  feveral  from 
SiiiTex  and  Bergen  have  joined  their  army,  and  the  fpirit 
becomes  more  and-more  daring  every  day^ 

You  Will  be  pleafed  to  diredl  general  Mifflin  to  remain  in 
Philadelphia  as  long  as  Congrefs  fhail  think  his  prefenee 
there  eflential. 

I  have  inclofed  a  copy  of  general  Howe's  letter  which  I 
received  laft  night  in  anfv/er  to  mine  of  the  ninth  inftant. 

Nothing  of  an  interefting  nature  has  occurred  fince  my 
laft  ;  which  leaves  me  only  to  add,  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  With  fentiments  of  the  greateft  refpedt,  ^c. 

G.  Wo 


S  I U,  Morriftoiun,  April  %%,1'J'j'Jc 

I  LAST  night  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of 
the  tv/enty-fixth,  with  the  refolves  to  which  it  alludes. 

The  views  of  Congrefs,  in  fending  general  offxcers  to 
the  eaftward  to  haften  on  the  troops,  have  been  long  an- 
ticipated :  general  Poor  is  in  New-Hampfliire  for  the  pur- 
pofe,— general  Heath  in  Maffachufetts-Bay,  with  the  brig- 
adiers Nixon,  Glover  and  Patterfon, — ^general  Varnum  in 
Rhode-Iiland,  and  general  Parfons  in  Connedicut.  Gen- 
erals Spencer  and  Arnold  too  have  been  defired  to  attend 
to  the  bufinefs.  To  thefe  gentlemen  I  have  wrote  repeat- 
edly in  the  moft  preffing  terms  upon  the  fubjedt,  and  I 
have  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  every  exertion  on  their  part 
has  been  employed  to  promote  the  end.  The  delay  of 
thofe  who  have  enlifted  has  arifen  from  the  late  period 
when  they  engaged,  and  from  their  being  inoculated  fince^ 
which  could  not  be  difpenfed  with,  ^yithout  fubjeding  thein 
to  the  calamities  and  ravage  of  the  fmall-pox  in  the  natu* 
ral  v/ay. 

At  three  o'clock  this  morning  I  received  a  letter  from 
general  M'Dougal  inclofing  three  from  colonel  Huntington, 
copies  of  the  whole  of  v/hich  1  have  tranfmittcd.     By  thefe 

you 
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you  will  perceive  the  impreflion  which  a  part  of  general 
iiowe^s  army  has  made  into  Connedicut,  and  the  profped 
they  had  of  deftroying  fiich  of  our  ftores  as  were  depofited 
in  Danbury,  which  i;n fortunately  were  but  too  large  and 
conliderable,   if  the  event  has  taken  place.     A  circum- 
fiance,  perhaps  more  to  be  regretted,  is  that  the  enemy 
marched  through  a  ftrong  and  rough  country,  and  were 
near  that  place  without  the  fmalleft  oppofition,     I  have 
no  other  information  upon  the  fubjedt  than  v/hat  thefe  pa* 
pers  contain  :  but  we  have  little  ground  to  expert  that 
they  have  not  accomplilhed  their  purpofe.     'Further  intelli- 
gence will  be  probably  received  to-day  or  to-morrow,  whea 
I  lliall  be  happy  to  hear  that  they  have  paid  for  their  enter- 
prife.     0f  thi«,  I  confefs  however,  I  am  not  very  fanguiac 
in  my  expectations. 

This  poll  had  been  confidered  as  a  proper  depofitory 
for  (lores,  by  gentlemen  acquainted  with  it ;  and  its  fecuri- 
ty   not   thought   queftionable  whilfl:  troops  were  palling 
through  it.     I    had  alfo   diredled  that  as  many  of  the 
draughts  in  Gonnedicut  as  the  place  was  capable  of  ac- 
commodating, (hould  be  colleded  there  and  inoculated,  to 
anfv/er  the  purpofe  of  a  guard,  hoping  by  the  time  of  their 
recovery,  that  the  fituation  of  the  army  would  be  fuch  as 
to  admit  a  ftrong  one  to  be  ftationed  there  and  continued  c 
but,  unhappily  for   us,  fuch  languor  and  fupinenefs  prevail 
•every  where,  that  we  feem  unable  to  effedl  any  point  we 
wiih,  though  never  fo  important  and  interefting.     So  early 
as  the  frxth  of  March,    I  wrote  to  governor  Trumbull^ 
earneftly  requcfting  two  thoufand  militia  to  be  fent  to  gen- 
eral M'Dougal  to  be  employed  at  Peeklkiil  and  on  the  com- 
munication in  Weft-Cheiler  county  for  fix  weeks.     With 
tin's  requlfition  he  mod:  readily  complied  fo  far  as  his  or- 
ders v/cre  necelTary,  and  (I  am  certain)  his  influence  would 
extend.     This  I  have  repeated,  and  this  fupply  he  has  ex- 
erted himfclf  to  furnitli :  yet  fo  inefFedual  have  his  endeav- 
ours been,  that  not  more   than  eight  hundred  had  come 
out,  by  general  M^DougaPs  return  on  the  feventeenth  in- 
ftant-j  nor  did  he  expet^l  more,  from  the  accounts  he  had- 
In  a  word,   Sir,   no  expedient  or  pains  have  been  unat- 
tcmpted  by  me  to  bring  on  troops,   and  to  keep  our  affairs 
on  a  favourable  footing. 
Vol.  II.  F  X  waii4 
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I  would  again  mention  the  cafe  of  onr  prlfoners  with  the 
enemy^  and  pray  that  the  fecret  committee  would  fend  to 
Mr.  Boudinot  fupplies  of  money  for  them  as  early  as  poffi- 
ble.  They  are  in  great  diftrefs,  and  many  officers  have 
lately  efcapedj  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  their  parole  ;  feme 
of  whom  are  now  here,  urging  that  neceffity  compeHed 
them  to  the  meafure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G*  W. 


MorrT/iozun,  Ajml  ^O,  1 7 77,  half  after  8  o'chch,  P.  M. 

I  HAVE  been  waiting  with  much  anxiety  to  hear  the 
refult  of  the  expedition  agaiaft  Danbury^  which  I  never  was 
informed  of  till  this  minute.  The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter 
from  general  M^Dougal,  and  of  feveral  others  which  hp 
tranfmitted,  will  give  Congrefs  all  the  intelligence  I  have 
U|^Ti  the  fubjeifr.  I  have  only  to  add  and  to  lament  that 
this  enterprife  has  been  attended  with  but  too  mucli  fuccefs 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sec,  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  M^nfozvny  May  3,  1 7-7  7, 

I  WAS  yefterday  honoured  v.ith  your  letter  of  the 
twenty-ninth  ultimo,  inclofing  fundry  refolves.  Agreeable 
to  the  directions  of  Congrefs,  I  have  written  to  the  States 
of  New-Hampfhi^-e  and  Maffachufetts,  and  urged  them  to 
complete  and  forward  their  troops  deftined  for  Ticonderoga, 
with  all  poilible  ekpedition.  The  brigadiers  gone  there 
for  the  preient  ar^  Fermoy,  Poor^  Patterfon  and  Learned. 
Nixon  and  Glover  were  alfo  intended  for  that  pod  under 
my  firfi:  plan,  v/hich  was,  that  all  the  regiments,  to  be  raifed 
in  thofe  States  by  the  refolve  in  September,  ihould  compofe 
that  army.  But  having  by  the  advice  of  my  onicers  dired- 
cd  the  route  of  eight  regiments  from  the  latter  to  Peekfkilj, 
to  wait  till  the,  defigns  of  general  Howe  were  unfolded, 
tliefe  tv/o  officers  were  to  follow  them.  I  did  not  partic- 
ijiarize  the  brigadiers  v,'ho  were  to  goilrfr,  or  the  regiments  5  " 

but 
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but,  feft  the  matter  to  major-general  Heath,  who  was  in- 
ftruded  in  general  terms  to  purfue  luch  meafures  as  feemed 
moft  likely  to  pronioie  the  fervice. 

The  colonels  appointed  to  the  New-Hampfhlre  regiments 
I  never  knew.  Thofe  ordered  to  Ticonderoga  from  MaP 
fachufetts  by  general  Heath,  and  who  I  prefume  have 
marched,  were  Bailey,  Weffon,  Jackfon,  Marfhall,  Brewer, 
Bradford  and  Francis^  What  proportions  of  their  regi- 
ments have  marched,  I  cannot  afcertain  ;  but  1  am  per- 
fuaded  they  were  detached  as  faft  as  they  were  raifed,  and 
circumftances  would  admit.  Francis's,  the  firft  of  April, 
was  returned  uvq  kundreji  ftrong  ^  and,  by  a  letter  fron:^ 
colonel  Marfliali  about  the  fifteenth  of  lad  month,  he  ex- 
peded  to  march  in  a  day  or  two  with  the  laft  divifion  of 
his  regiment  that  was  ready,  which  would  make  about 
four  hundred,  including  thofe  who  had  gone*  The  re- 
mainder (about  fixty^)  were  to  follow  with  the  proper  offi- 
eers  as  foon  as  they  were  lit — they  having  been  inoculated. 

I  have  written  to  generals  M*Dougal  and  CHnton  to 
have  the  provifion  removed  from  Derby,  &c.  and  direded 
that  they  fhauld  point  out  proper  places  for  its  reception  in 
Uliler  ;  alfo  that  fmall  works  and  guards  of  militia  will 
be  eiTential  for  its  protection.  *  "*  * 

The  damage  we  fuftained  at  Danbury,  nor  the  enemy's 
lofs,  have  not  been  tranfmitted  with  any  accuracy  :  but, 
from  the  lateft  accounts  from  thence,  the  former  was  not 
fo  great,  and  the  latter  more  confiderable,  than  was  appre- 
hended at  firft. 

I  congratulate  Congrefs  upon  the  fortunate  arrival  of  the 
Amphitrite  with  military  and  ordnance  ftores  : — it  is  an 
important  event.  That  of  the  French  (hip  at  Bofton,  and 
of  the  floop  from  Martinique,  added  to  the  capture  of  the 
two  provifion  fhips,  are  to  be  regarded  as  interefting  too. 
I  would  here  take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  I  think  all 
the  military  and  ordnance  ftores  fhould  be  moved  without 
a  moment's  delay  to  Springfield  or  fome  interior  part  of  the 
country.  Springfield  (hould  be  the  place,  becaufe  the  elab- 
oratory  is  there,  and  they  will  be  more  convenient  to  ufe 
as  exigencies  require.  In  their  prefent  fituation  their  fe- 
curity  is  q^ueftionable  ;  and,  if  an  attack  fhould  be  made  in 
the  eafteta  quarter,  their  iofs  is  much  to  be  apprehended. 

Before 


64        GENERAL    WASHINGTONV 

Before  I  quit  this  fubjed,  I  would  beg  leave  to  obferve  alf(> 
that  the  difpofal  and.  dire(5tIon  of  military,  fbres  fliould  be 
only  with  one  body  or  with. one  perfon*  At  prefent  thi^ 
power  is  exercifed  through  fo  many  channels,  that  much 
confuiion  is  introduced  ;  and  it  cannot  be  a;voided  :  nor 
will  it  be  poifible  that  matters  in  this  line  fliould  be  con- 
ducted with  any  degree  of  propriety,  nnlefs  Congrefs  come 
into  fome  regulations  refpe(5i:in$^  them.  The  inclofed  ex* 
tradl  of  a  letter  from  general  Heath  will,  prove  the  expe- 
diency. Many  other  inftancas  might  bs  n>2i>tioned,.  vv^ere 
it  neceffary. 

The  defertions  from  our  army  of  kte.  hai^e  been  very 
confiderable.  General  Howe's  proclamation,,  and  the 
bounty  allowed  to  thofe  who  carry  in  their  arms,  have  liad' 
an  unhappy  influence  on  too  many  of  the  foldiery  :  in  a; 
particular  manner  on  thofe  who  are  not  natives.  *  *  * 

I  could  wi(h  fome  means   could   be   devifed    to   caufe 
more  frequent   defertions  of  {.^he  enemy^s']  troops.       Con'^ 
grefs  may  think  of  fome  expedient  :  a  larger-  bounty  might 
have  fome  effed",  and  money  to   the  foreigners  in   lieu   of 
iand.     The  bounty  given  by  general  Howe  to  thofe  who* 
carry  in  arm.s,  is  fixteen  dollars,  as  wx  are  told,  though  his^ 
proclamatipn  only  exprefles   that  they  Hiall    have   the  full 
ralue.     To  the  inhabitants  who  will  take  up  arms  and  join; 
Mim,  he  promifes  land. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G..  Wo.. 


S  I  k,  Morrifo-um,  May  SrHjr- 

T  WAS  this  morning  honoured  with  your  letter  of 
the  third  inftant,  with  its  inclofures.  General  Arnold's 
promotion  gives  me  much  pleafure.  He  has  certainly  dif- 
covered,  in  every  inftance  where  he  has  had  an  opportunity, 
much  bravery,  activity  and  enterprife.  But  what  will  be 
done  about  his  rank  ? — He  will  not  aft  moft  probably  un^ 
der  thofe  he  commanded  but  a  few  weeks  ago. 

I  truft  the  appaintment  of  Mr.  Ludwick  as  fuperintend- 
ant  of  bakers  will  have  the  falutary  confequences  you  men- 
tioned :  I  have  been  beg  aflured  that  many  abufes  have  been 

committed 
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committed  for  want  of  fome  proper  reg^lations  In  that  <Ie- 
partment. 

By  major  Troop,  one  of  general  Gates's  aides,  who  left 
Albany  on  Tuefday  laft,  I  am  informed  the  accounts  of 
general  Carleton's  approach  towards  Ticonderoga  were 
premature.  He  fays  general  Gates  received  a  letter  before 
he  came  away,  from  brigadier-general  Wayne,  of  the  twen« 
ty-fourth  uhimo,  in  which  he  mentioned  nothing  of  it  ;— 
that  three  thoufand  troops  had  arrived  there,  aii  in  high 
fpirits  and  health,  except  nine  j-^ — and  that  that  port  could 
never  be  carried  without  the  lofs  of  much  blood.  The 
proceedings  of  Congrefs  and  your  letter  of  the  twenty-nintb 
ultimo  were  the  firft  and  only  information  I  had  of  Mr. 
Garleton^s  being  on  the  lake,  having  heard  nothing  upoa 
the  fubje<ft  from  general  Gates  of  any  other  perfon. 

In  my  laft  I  mentioned  that  fixteen  dollars  bounty  were 
given  by  general  Howe  to  deferters  with  arms.  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  from  information  received  fince,  and 
whith  feems  to  be  generally  credited,  that  he  has  advanced 
the  bounty  to  twenty- four  dollars. 

It  is  much  to  be  widied  that  our  printers  were  more  dif- 
creet  in  many  of  their  publications.  We  fee,  aL-nofl:  in  ev- 
ery paper,  proclamations  or  accounts  tranfmitted  by  the  en- 
emy, of  an  injurious  nature.  If  fome  hint  or  caution  could 
be  given  them  on  the  fubjevl,  it  might  be  of  material  fervice.- 

By  a  perfon  who  has  juft  arrived  here,  it  is  reported 
that  general  Woofer  is  dead  of  his  wounds. 

I  would  mention  to  Congrefs  that  in  a  day  or  two  our 
military  cheft  will  be  exhaufted*  I  beg  that  a  fupply  may 
be  forwarded  as  foon  as  poilible  i  if  there  Ihould  be  a  fail- 
ure, v^*e  fliall  have  many  things  to  apprehend. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bs,  &c.  G.  W, 

I  have  inclofed  a  lift  of  ftores  loft  at  Danbury.  You 
w\]\  alfo  receive  a  New- York  paper,  by  which  you  will  fee 
the  enemy's  accouot  of  that  affair,  and  how  iktle  tliey 
have  regarded  a  true  ftate.  We  are  told  certainly  they 
had  forty  (cYzn  men  killed  :  and,  from  the  accounts  that 
have  been  received,  1  thinL  it  may  he  fairly  concluded  that 
their  lofs  was  much  more  confiderable  than  they  make  it. 

F  2  Morrlflo^^ijn^ 
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SIR,  Monwjhwny  May  g,  iyy'j» 

THIS  will  be  delivered  you  by  colonel  Conway,  an 
Irifh  gentleman  in  the  fervice  of  France,  who  came  paf- 
fenger  in  the  Amphitrite,  and  was  introduced  to  me  yef- 
terday,  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Dcane  and  one  from  general 
Heatli,  copies  of  which  are  tranfinittedi 

This  gentleman  waits  on  Congrefs  to  obtain  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  army  of  the  States,  and  from  Mr.  Deane^s 
recommendation,  is  an  officer  of  merit.  He  fays  no  par- 
ticular command  was  agreed  on  between  him  and  Mr* 
I)eane  ;  nor  does  he  wiih  otherwife  than  that  Congreis 
ftiould  exercife  their  own  difcretion  :  at  the  fame  time  he 
obferves  that  it  will  be  mortifying  ta^  him  to  hold  a  rank 
under  that  of  meflieurs  De  Fermoy  and  De  Borre,  who 
were  inferior  officers  in  their  own  fervice,  and  fubje<5t  to 
his  command.  He  can  give  the  chara<5ler  of  feveral  ef 
the  officers  who  were  pafTengers  with  him. 

1  cannot  pretend  to  fpeak  of  colonel  Conway's  merits 
or  abilities,  of  my  owa  knowledge,  having  had  but  little 
opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with  him.  From  what  I 
cap  difcover,  he  appears  to  be  a  man  of  candour  :  and  if 
he  has  been  in  fervice  as  long  as  he  fays  he  has,  I  fliauld 
fuppofe  him  iniinitely  better  qualified  to  feive  us,  tham 
many  who  have  been  promoted,  as  he  fpeaks  our  language. 
He  feenis  extremely  anxious  to  return  to  camp,  as  the 
campaign  may  bs  expc6^ed  to  become  adlive  every  day  ;  and 
wifhes  Congrefs  to  determine  whatever  command  they 
may  think  proper  to  honour  him  with,  as  foon  as  they 
iliall  think  it  expedient. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W*. 


SIR,  Head- garters,  Morrlfloivu^  May  9.,  17,77. 

THE  inclofed  is  copy  of  a  letter  which  was  hand- 
ed to  me  by  moniieur  Moltin  de  la  Balme,  from  Silas^ 
Deane,  ef:}aire.  For  a.  more  particular  account  of  his 
merit  and  fervices,  I  muft  refer  you  to  himfelf.  .  I  have 
founded  him  as  to  his  expefftations,  and  find  that  nothing 
under  z   iieutenant-ectenelcy  of  horfe  will  coriXent   him. 
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If  you  ftiould,  from  his  own  account,  or  from  what  you 
can  collect  from -others,  think  proper  to  confer  this  rank 
upon  him,  there  is  no  vacancy  in:  any  other  corps  except 
that  of  colonel  Sheldon* 

I  am  afraid  we  (hall  never  be  able  to  find  places  vacant, 
equal  to  the  expectations  of  the  French  gentlemen  who 
are  now  here,  much  lefs-for  thofe  that  will  follow.  The 
high  rank  conferred  upon  thofe  who  firft  came  over,  many 
of  whom^had  no  pretenfions  either  from  their  ferrices  or 
merit,  has  naturally  raifed  the  expectations  of  thofe  who 
come  properly  recommended,  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  I  know 
not  what  will  fatisfy  them.  Indeed  it  is  not  to  be  imag- 
ined that  a  gentleman  and  an  old  foldier  can  fubmit  to  be 
commanded  by  a  perfon  in  this  country,  whom  he  remem- 
bers to  have  been  his  inferior  in  France.  I  know  DOt 
how  we  can  remedy  this  evil,  or  put  a  flop  to  the  growth 
Ox^  it,  but  by  being  very  circumfpe6l  for  the  future,  on  whom 
we  confer  rank  above  that  of  a  fubaltern. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Morr'rjlaivtt^   May  10,  1 777. 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefEng  you  on  the 
fifth  inftant,  nothing  material  has  occurred. 

Inclofed  you  will  be  pleafed  to.  receive  a  general  return 
of  our  forces  in  Jerfey,  the  fixth  inftant,  which  is  the  iirft 
I  have  been  able  to  obtain  with  any  degree  of  accuracy. 

I  have  not  heard  from  general  De  Haas  fince  his  pro- 
motion. As  foon  as  I  was  informed  of  it,  I  wrote  and 
requc^kd  him  to  repair  to  camp  :  but,  having  received  no 
ariiwer,  I  am  apprehenfive  my  letter  njifci:! -cd.  I  wifh 
CongrcTs  to  give  him  notice  of  his  appointment,  and  direc- 
tions to  join  the  army,  if  he  accepts  his  commiilion  and  is 
not  prevented  by  indifpofition. 

Through  the  board  of  war  I  have  been  favoured  with  a 
copy  of  general  Gates's  letter  of  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo. 
Kudfon's-river  and  the  pa/Tcs  in  the  Highlands  I  always 
coniidered  as  objects  of  great  importance,  and  accordingly 
have  provided  for  their  fccurity  in  the  bc-l  manner  my  judg- 
mciit  could  dirc<ft,  and  the  cirr--    lances  of  the  army  adiriir. 

li 
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If  tKey  are  lefs  fecure  than  we  w4fh  them  to  be,  it  is  owiflg^ 
to  our  inability,  and  pot  to  inattentidni  I  have  written  to 
general  M'Dougal,  and  will  do  it  again,  to  employ  much  of 
his  care  upon  this  lub]e6l.  War,  in  theory,  and"  the  modes 
of  defence,  are  obvious  and  eafy  ;  but,  in  pradtice,  they  are 
more  difficult.  Unhappily  for  us,  the  means  in  our  power 
do  not  always  accord  with  our  wifhes  or  what  would  be 
our  intereft  to  purfue. 

As  yet  none  of  the  eaftern  troops  hare  pafled  the  North- 
river,  except  two  fmall  detachments  from  Connedticut  and 
Rliode-Ifland,  amounting  to  about  two  hundred  an-d  feven*- 
ty,  which  miffed  my  orders  till  they  had  got  over.  Thefe 
I  fiiall  fend  back  after  we  are  more  reinforced,  unlefs  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  this  quarter  make  their  detention^ 
neceffary.  The  reiV  of  the  eaftern  troops  which  have 
marched  (except  the  feven  regiments  from  Maffachufett^ 
and  three  from  New-Hampfhlre,  ordered  immediately  to 
Ticonderoga)  are  at  and  on  their  way  to  PeeklTclil,  as 
mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  third — where  they  are  to 
remain  with  all  the  York  troops  except  Vanfchaick's  and 
Ganfevoort's  now  at  the  northward,  till  general  Howe's 
deftgns  and  intended  operations  are  better  underftood. 
This  difpofition  appearing  to  me  and  my  general  officers 
the  beft  that  could  be  made  in  our  (late  of  uncertainty, 
was  adopted.  The  two  troops  of  horfe,  recommended- by 
CoDgrefs  j;o  be  fent  to  general  Gates,  fiiall  go  as  foon  as 
circumilances  will  admit.  At  prefent  we  have  not  more 
than  are  conftantly  employed  at  the  ditFerent  pods. 

General  Heath,  in  a  letter  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  men- 
tions that  the  military  cheft  at  the  eaftward  is  exhaufted, 
and  that  a  fupply  will  be  wanted  much  to  defray  the  ex- 
|>enfes  which  will  arife  on  the  removal  of  the  military  and 
ordnance  floras  to  Springfield.  He  fays  Mr.  Hancock 
was  to  write  upon  the  fubjed,  and  requefted  I  would  alfo 
mention  it  to  Congrcfs  in  my  iirft  letter. 

Accounts  have  been  frequently  exhibited  of  late  by  the 
officers,  refpedtng  fabGfteijice  whilll:  recruiting  and  on  their 
march.  As  I  do  not  recplle6t  the  provifion  Congrefs  have 
.made  in  fuch  cafes,  I  wi^  to  be  informed,  and  to  be  fa- 
voured with  a  copy  of  their  feveral  refplves  upon  tlie 
fubjed,  ji,.,,., 

A  conjE^deratioa 


OFFrcrAL    LETTERS.  59 

A  coniideratlon  of  the  return  tranfmitted,  and  of  the 
icveral  detachments  that  have  joined,  and  which,  form  ifrf 
will  Hiew  Congrefs  what  our  iituation-  has  been. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  ecc.  G.  W*- 


')  i  R,,  Moryijloiuni  May  12,  1 777.- 

THTvS  will  be  delivered  you  by  general  Arnold,, 
who  arrived  here  to-day  in  his  way  to  Philadelphia.  He:: 
feems  to  be  an^dous  to  fettle  his  public  accounts  Vv'hich  are 
of  confiderable  amount,  and  waits  onCongrefs,  hoping  thtf 
will  appoixTt  a  committed  of  their  bod v,  t)r  of  fuch  gentle^^ 
men  as  they  fhall  judge  proper^  to  take  the  matter  into  con-^ 
fideration.  This  lie  conGders  the  more  neceffary,  as  he 
has  heard  focie  reports  have  beer,  propagated,  injurious  to- 
his  character  as  a  man  of  integrity,  if  any  fucli  af|>erfions' 
lie  ^gainfi:  him,  it  is-  but  reafonable  that  he  lliould  have 
an  opportunity  of  vindicating  hirafelf  and  evincing  his' 
innocence. 

I  find  he  does  not  confider  the  promotion  Congrefs  have 
feeen  pleafed  to  confer  upon  him  fafncient  to  obviate  the 
neglecl  arihng  from  their  having- omitted  him  In  their  late 
appointments  of  major-general s^.  He  obferves  it  does  not 
give  him  the  rank  he  had  a  claam  to  from  feniority  in  the 
line  of  brigadiers,  and  that  he  is- fnbjedt  to  be  comm.anded 
by  thofe  v/ho  had  been  inferior  to  hinii  He  further  adds, 
that  Congrefs;,  in  their  laft  refolve  refpeding  him.,  have  ac- 
knowledged him  competent  to  the  flation  of  major-general, 
and  therefore  have  4«ne  away  every  objedribn  implied  by 
their  former  omiilion.  Thefe  condderations  are  not  with- 
out their  weight,  though  1  pretend  not  to  judge  what  mo- 
tives may  have  infiuenced  the  conducfl  of  Congrefs  upon. 
this  occafion.  It  is  needlefs  to  fay  any  thing  of  this  gen-^ 
tleman's  military  character  :  it  is  unlverfally  known  that 
he  has  always  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  a  judicious,  brave; 
officer,  of  great  adivity,  enterprife  and  perfeverance. 

L  have  the  hor«our  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

Morrtflo'ivTJ^ , 
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SIR,  Ilorrl/lo'um,  May  I /j , .  1 7 7 7 

1  WAS  this  morning  honoured  witli  your  letter  o£ 
the  tenth  inftant,  accompanied  by  the  proceedings  of  Coa- 
grefs  of  the  day  before. 

The  condinS  of  too  many  ofHcers  in  withholding  the^ 
pay  of  th^ir  foldiers,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  reprehenrible,  and^ 
has  been  the  caufe  of  uneafinefs  and  of  many  defertions. 
Every  meafure  in  my  power  will  be  exerted  ta  prevent 
£iich  abufes  m  future,  and  every  aid  givea  to  puni(h  the 
offenders  in  an  exemplary  manner.  But  Congrefs  will' 
cxcufe  me  when  I  tell  them  it  will  be  impofUble  to  com- 
ply with  their  reGommendation  upon  this  fubjedl,  unlefs^ 
the  general  officers  withdraw  their  attention  from  matters 
of  the  utmofi:  importance^  and  fuch  as  require  their  con- 
ftant  care.  Were  this  not  the  cafe,  the  difperfed  fituation 
of  the  officers  at  this  time  through  the  different  States  on- 
the  recruiting  fervice  would  prohibit  the  inquiry.  Nor 
do  I  apprehend  the  regulations  empowering  and  enjoin- 
ing the  regimental  pay-rnafters  to  bring  them  to  an  account 
Will  be  found  competent  to  the  end*  Such  office  13  will  be 
proper  to  ftate  the  accounts  in  tlie  firft  inftance,  and  to  re- 
eeive  vouchers,  &c.  but  will  not  do  to  fettle  them  finally, 
as  their  connexions  with  the  regiments  will  fubje<5t  them- 
much  to  the  influence  of  the  officers, 

I  (hould  fuppofe,Jf  two  or  three  gentlemen  of  integrity, 
and  of  abihty  in  accounts,  were  appointed  auditors  to  at- 
tend the  army  till  the  buiinefs  is  finiilied,  it  would  be  the: 
bed  expedient  that  could"  be  fallen  on.  They  would  be  a 
check  on  the  pay-mafters,  and,  I  am^perfuaded,  will  be  the 
means  of  the  accounts  being  fairly  and  juffly  liquidated,- 
If  a  jfettkment  can  be  once  obtained,,  I  truft  the  fame  con- 
fufion  will  never  take  place  again,  as  the  pay-mafters  wilt 
receive  and  pay  all  money  due  to  the  regiments,  and  ac- 
count for  it,  and  as  the  army  b  on  a  more  permanent 
footing  than  it  ever  was  before  :  for  this,  like  raoft  other 
inconveniences  and  difficulties  which  we  have  experienced, 
is  to  be  imputed  in  a  great  meafure  to  fhort  enliftments 
and  the  frequent  diiTolution  of  our  troops. 

A  return  of  the  army  in  Jerfey,  as  late  as  the  fixth  in^ 
ftant,  I  tranfmhted  yefterday  morning  in  a  letter  by  Mr. 

Randolplv 
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Handolph  of  Chefnut-llreet,  which  you  will  probably  re- 
ceive to-^iay,  and  from  vvhkh  Congrefs  will  be  able  to 
<letermlne  the  expediency  of  calling  out  the  militia  from 
Delaware  and  Pennfylvania.  Though  it  gives  me  paim 
that  we  ihould  be  under  the  neceflity  of  recurring  to  fuck 
a  meafure,  yet  I  fhould  fuppofe  it  to  be  advifeable.  Our 
army  is  weak,  and  by  no  means  equal  to  that  of  the  ene- 
tny  ;  and  till  their  defigns  are  known  and  we  are  more 
reinforced  with  regular  troops,  we  ihould  be  prepared  in 
the  beft  manner  we  can.  I  would  obferve,  if  the  militia 
are  called  out,  it  ihould  be  for  a  fixed  determinate  time  i 
for,  though  tliey  will  certainly  return  when  that  expiresj, 
yet  that  is  more  tolerable  than  for  them  to  go  off  in  pari- 
ties every  day,  as  their  whim  and  caprice  faggeft, — which 
has  always  b^n  the  cafe  when  the  time  was  not  ftated. 
I  would  alfo  obferve,  if  It  is  poffible,  they  ihould  ht  en- 
gaged to  march  out  of  their  States  if  ordered.  If  the/r 
lervice  is  located,  they  will  move  with  great  reludance,  if 
they  do  at  alL 

On  Saturday  a  fmart  flcirmilli  happened  with  a  detach- 
ment of  our  troops  who  attacked  a  n^umber  of  the  enemy 
•near  Pifcataqua,  in  which  our  men  behaved  well,  and  oblig- 
ed the  enemy  to  give  way  tv/ice  (as  reported  to  me)  with 
lofs.  The  enemy  receiving  a  ftrong  reinforcement,  our 
people  retreated  to  their  poft.  I  cannot  give  the  particu- 
lars, as  they  have  not  been  fufficiently  afcertained.  Their 
picquets  were  alfo  attacked  yefterday  by  fome  of  our  parties 
from  Boundbrook,  and  forced  within  their  lines. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sccs  G.  W# 


^  I  R,  Marrljoicny  May  l6,  1777* 

YOUR  letter  of  the  fifteenth   I  had  the  honour  to 

receive  laft  night  at  eleven  o'clock.  The  commiffion  in- 
clofed  for  moiifieur  Armand  I  (hall  deliver  him  as  foon  as 
i  fee  him.  Agreeable  to  your  requefl-,  I  will  give  com- 
r?»iirions  to  the  brigadiers,  and  will  afcertain  their  rank  by 
their  original  commiffions  when  I  obtain  them.  The  in- 
quiry direvfled,  refpe<^ing  major  Campbell,  fhall  be  made, 
and  that  be  douQ  which  fhall  appear  right. 

I  fear 


fj2         GENERAL    WASHINGTON'S 

I  fear  it  will  be  hardly  poffible  to  fatisfy  the  views  and 
claims  of  fome  of  the  -French  gentlemen.  The  late  pro- 
motion of  monfieur  Malmady,  though  highly  honourable, 
and  fueh  as  fhould  be  confidered  fully  if  not  more  than 
adequate  to  his  pretenCons  taken  upon  any  principle,  does 
jiot  come  up  to  his  demands.  He  arrived  here  yefterday 
morning,  and  has  been  writing  to  m«  upon  the  fubjedL 
.From  the  high  marks  of  diftindtion  but  too  readily  con- 
ferred upon  thefe  men  in  many  inftances,  they  feem  to 
have  loft  figiit  of  what  is  juft  and  reafonable.  It  would 
have  b^en  happy  for  us,  particularly  for  me  and  for  the 
gentlemen  themfelves,  if  a  too  eafy  grant  of  favours  had 
not  induced  them  to  contemn  all  rank  in  our  arniy  under 
that  of  field-officers  : — ^nor  is  it  in  my  power  to  give  com- 
mands to  every  appointment.  I  fhall  inform  monCeur 
Armand  (and  reconcile  him  to  it  in  the  beft  manner  I 
can)  that  there  is  no  vacancy  for  .him  at  prefent  :  and  I 
would  beg  leave  to  fuggeft,  that,  where  promotions  are 
made  in  future  from  political  and  honourary  motives,  it 
would  be  well  for  Congr^fs  to  explain  .to  the  .gentlemea 
that  it  may  be  fome  time  before  they  can  be  put  in  adual 
command.  This  might  prevent  their  entertaining  fuf- 
.picions  of  negledl  on  my  part,  which  the  fituation  of  the 
army  will  not  allow  me  to  obviate.  There  is  no  vacancy 
for  monfieur  Malmady,  of  the  rank  he  now  holds,  unlefs 
the  merits  of  many  other  officers,,  who  have  ferved  with 
-reputation  and  much  longer  Jiere,  are  to  be  overlooked  to 
make  v/ ay  for  him.  S.uch  a  meafure  will  neither  be  prac- 
ticable, nor  prudent  to  attempt. 

By  a  letter  from  general  Heard  who  is  at  I\mpton,  -I 
am  informed  that  colonels  Barton  and  Buflvirk  with  three 
hundred  tory  levies  from  Bergen,  on  the  morning  of  the 
.thirteenth,  attempted  to  fiirprife  and  cut  off  about  feventky 
of  his  militia  Piationed  at  Pyramus.  Tiie  officer  happily 
had  notice  of  their  defign,  and  eluded  it  by  moving  his 
.poft.  It  happened  that  the  morning  was  foggy  ;  and  the 
enemy  entering  at  different  pfeces,  their  parties  engaged. 
General  Heard  fays  -their  lois  could  not  be  afcertained ,: 
but,  from  the  reports  of  the  inhabitants,  ten -of  their  men 
were  kiHed  and  carried  away  at  one  time,  and  feveral 
Svounded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^c.  G.  'vV^ 
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S  I  R,  Morriftoivfty  May  2Jyiyyy, 

INCLOSED  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  a 
general  return  of  the  forces  in  Jerfey.  It  is  regimentally 
digefted,  and  will  ihew  the  ilrength  of  each  corps.  I 
fhould  not  have  fent  it  fo  particularly  made  out,  had  I  not 
conceived  the  conveyance  by  which  it  goes  from  hence 
entirely  fecure.  I  have  nothing  material  to  add  refpeding 
the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c.  G.  W, 

P.  S.  1  need  not  fuggeft  to  Congrefs  the  necefTity  of 
keeping  our  numbers  concealed  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
public.  Nothing  but  a  good  face  and  falfe  appearances  has 
enabled  us  hitherto  to  deceive  the  enemy  refpeding  our 
flrength. 


i3 1  R,  Morrljowfty  May  24,  1777* 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  Congrefs,  that,  immediately 
after  the  receipt  of  their  refolve  of  the  tv/enty-fix.th  o£ 
March,  recommending  the  office  of  adjutant-general  to  be 
filled  by  the  appointment  of  a  perfon  of  abilities  and  unfut 
peded  attachment  to  our  eaufe,  I  wrote  to  colonel  Tirao* 
thy  Pickering  of  Salem,  offering  him  the  poft  in  the  firll 
inllancc,  and  tranfmitting  at  the  fame  time  a  letter  for  col- 
onel William  Lee,  whom  Congrefs  had  been  pleafed  to 
mention,  to  be  delivered  him  in  cafe  my  offer  could  not  be 
accepted.  This  condu(5l,  in  preference  of  colonel  Picker- 
ing, I  was  induced  to  adopt  from  the  high  charader  I  had 
of  iilm,  both  as  a  great  military  genius  cultivated  by  an  in- 
duftrlous  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  war,  and  as  a  gentleman 
of  hbcral  education,  didinguHlied  zeal,  and  great  method 
ciiui  activity  in  bufinefs.  This  character  of  him.  I  had  from 
i;cndenKn  of  dirtindlon  and  merit,  and  on  whofe  judgment 
I  could  rely. 

When  my  letter  reached  colonel  Pickering,  at  firft  view 
he  thought  his  fituation  in  refpedt  to  public  affairs  would 
not  permit  him  to  accept  the  pofl.  That  for  colonel  Lee 
he  fent  immediately  to  him,  who,  in  confequence  of  it,  re- 
paired to  head- quarters.     By  colonel  Lee  I  received  a  let- 

r  from  colonel  Pickering,   ftating  more  particularly  the 
/s>L.  II.  G  caufcs 
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caufes  which  prevented  him  accepting  the  office  -when  it 
^vas  offered,  and  afTuring  me  that  he  would  in  a  little  time 
accommodate  his  affairs  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  come  into 
any  military  poft  in  which  he  might  be  ferviceable,  and 
thought  equal  to. 

Here  I  am  to  mark  with  pecilliar  fatisfadion,  in  juftice 
to  colonel  Lee  who  has  defervedly  acquired  the  reputatioa 
of  a  good  officer,  that  he  exprefled  a  diftruft  of  his  abilities 
to  fill  the  appointment  intended  for  him  ;  and,  on  iiearing 
that  colonel  Pickering  would  accept  it,  he  not  only  offered 
but  wifhed  to  relincuifh  his  claim  to  it  in  favour  of  him, 
whom  he  declared  he  confidered,  frona  a  very  intimate  and 
friendly  acquaintance,  as  a  firft  military  character,;  and 
that  he  knew  no  gentleman  better  or  fo  well  qualified  for 
the  pofl  among  us.  Matters  being  thus  circumftancedj 
and  colonel  Lee  pleafed  with  the  command  he  was  in,  I 
wrote  to  colonel  Pickering  on  his  return,  who  accepted  the 
office  and  is  daily  expeded. 

In  this  bufmefs  I  begCongrefs  to  be  affured,  though  col- 
onel Lee  was  poftponed  in  the  firlt  inilance,  their  recom* 
mendation  had  its  due  weight ;  and  that  no  motive,  other 
than  a  regard  to  the  fervice,  induced  me  to  prefer  colonel 
Pickering.  His  acknowledged  abilities  and  equal  zeal— 
without  derogating  from  the  merits  of  colonel  Lee  who 
holds  a  high  place  in  my  fefteem— gave  him  a  preference  ; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  the  caufe  udll  be  promoted  in  his  ap- 
pointment, efpecially  as  we  fhall  have  two  good  officers  in 
Yv^u  of  one,  who,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  do  honour  to  them- 
feives  in  the  line  in  which  they  move. 

Confidering  the  paffes  through  the  Highlands  of  theut- 
mo{t  importance  to  fecure,  i  fent  generals  Greene  and 
Knox  about  a  fortnight  ago  to  fee  what  had  been  done  for 
their  defence,  and  to  confolt  with  the  general  officers  they 
fhould  meet,  upon  fuch  further  meafures  as  might  be  deem- 
ed necefiary  for  their  greater  fafety.  The  inclofed  copy  of 
their  report  will  fully  convey  their  fcntiments  upon  the  fub- 
jedt :  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Congrefs.  I  have  feat 
general  Putnam  to  command  in  that  quarter,  and  have  in- 
ilrucled  him  to  ufe  every  polTible  means  in  his  power  for 
expediting  and  effeeang  the  works  and  obllru<5lions  men- 
tioned ia  the  reportl     Feadr-g  that  the  cables  might  not 

be 
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Be  procured  in  time,  I  have  dire(5led  his  particular  and  im^ 
mediate  attention  to  fixing  the  boom.  However,  as  the 
Gables  would  render  that  more  fecure,  and  w411  be  extreme^ 
ly  ferviceable  in  the  opinion  of  the  officers — if  they  are  to 
be  had  in  Philadelphia,  I  would  advife  Congrefs  to  order 
them  to  be  purchafed  and  forwarded  without  lofs  of  time  : 
they  cannot  be  got  elfe where.  They  mud  be  proportioned 
to  the  width  of  the  ri\^r,  which  is  about  five  hundred  and 
forty  yards  5  and,  as  they  will  be  of  moft  ufe  if  diagonally 
Jaid,  the  gentlemen  think  they  fliould  not  be  lefs  than  four 
hundred  and  fifty  fathoms  long,  and  of  the  largeft  iize  that 
can  be  had.  Uniels  they  are  large  and  fabdantial,  they 
will  anfwer  no  purpofe,  and  wilr  not  fuftain  their  weight 
when  ftretched. 

I  fliould  be  glad  to  knov/  whether  it  be  the  intention  of 
Congrefs  that  one  of  the  already-appointed  general  ofncer? 
may  be  afTigned  to  the  command  of  the  light-horfe,  or  whetli  - 
er  they  have  in  contemplation  the  appointing  of  one  for  thi? 
purpofe  :  if  the  hvil^  i  fhall  immediately  name  one  to  that 
duty;  if  the  fecond,  they  will  be  pleafed  to  choofe  one,  a^ 
it  is  time  w^e  (liould  have  our  arrangements  complete. 

I  have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate,  unlcfs  it 
is  that  feventeen  lliips  are  faid  to  have  arrived  at  Ncw-'i'oi  k 
on  the  twenty-fccond,  and  that  others  were  in  the  olliog. 
A  report  has  alfo  prevailed,  and  has  come  throuc/h  two  or 
three  clnnneis,  tlint  governor  Tryon  (that  was)  is  dead  of 
the  wound  he  received  in  the  Danbury  expedition  :  and  one 
account  is  that  lieutenant  colonel  Walcot  fell  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Ridgcfiekh  I  do  not  know  how  far  the  facts 
are  to  be  depended  on  : — it  feems  certain  that  Mr.  Tryoa 
was  wounded, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  As  I  do  not  know  v/hat  particular  purpo/ts  Con- 
grcfs  had  in  view  when  they  ordered  colont:!  Harrifon's 
regiment  of  artillery  to  be  raifed,  I  do  not  think  myfelf  at 
liberty  to  give  any  diredions  about  it :  but  if  they  have  no 
certain  employment  for  it  in  view,  I  could  wifh  them  to 
•order  the  whole,  or  fach  a  part  of  it  as  they  (hall  judge 
proper,  to  join  this  army,  as  we  are  in  groat  waiit  of  more 
artillery-men  than  we  have.  It  will  not  be  neceffary  that 
•the  artillery  fliould.  come. 
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S  I  R,  _  Mornjlotvn,  May  28,1777. 

THE  inclofed  Is  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  yefterday 
from  general  Howe.  Congrefs  will  perceive,  by  referring 
to  the  copy  of  his  letter  of  the  twenty-iirit  of  April  tranf- 
mitted  in  mine  of  the  twenty-fixth,  that  he  perfevered  in 
his  demand  for  an  equal  number  of  prifoners  to  be  returned 
for  thole  fent  out  by  him  ;  which  has  been  the  fubjc<51  or 
controverfy  between  us.  As  general  Howe  has  called 
upon  me  again  for  my  final  decifion  npon  the  fubjed,  and 
Corgrefs  are  fully  pc)freired  of  it,  havnig  received  tranfcripts 
ef  every  paper  refpeding  it,  I  wifli  them  to  take  the  nicit- 
t€.v  under  their  earliell  confideration,  and  to  inform  me  as 
foon  as  they  can,  whether  the  grounds  on  which  it  h.as  bcea 
conducted  by  me  are  agreeable  to  their  ideas,  and  wlietlrer 
ny  objedions  are  or  are  not  to  be  departed  frcm.  The 
affair  is  particularly  flated  in  my  letter  of  the  ninth  ultimo 
to  general  Howe,  in  cinfwer  to  the  paper  addrefTcd  to  me 
hy  lieutenant-colonel  Walcot  :  copies  of  wliich  V\'ere  In- 
rk^ied  in  my  letter  to  tlie  pixiident  on  the  tenth  of  the 
i;m]e  month,  Tlie  difpute,  fo  far  c^s  general  Lee  is  con«  ' 
♦  ernedj  reils  at  ])refent  on  their  declaring  him  exchangea- 
ble, as  other  prifoners  are,  on  the  principle  of  equality  of. 
rank  ;  to  enfure  which,  or  his  fafoty,  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell  and  the  Keiuan  field-officers  are  detained.  The 
other  obje(ftion  to  returning  their  prifoners  is,  that  a  great 
proportion  of  thofe  fent  out  by  them  were  not  fit  fi:bjc(fts 
of  exchange  \vhen  releafed,  and  were  made  fo  by  the  fe- 
verity  of  their  treatn^cnt  and  confinement,  and  therefore  a 
deduction  fiiould  be  made  from  the  lift. 

Good  frith  feems  to  require  that  we  fiiould  return  as  ma- 
ny of  theirs  at  Icoft  as  we  received  effeftives  from  them — 
I  mean  fuch  as  could  be  confidered  capable  of  being  ex- 
changed ;  and  perhaps  found  policy,  that  the  agreement 
fubfiding  for  exchanges  fhould  continue.  On  the  other 
hand  it  m.ay  be  faid,  that  our  prifoners  in  general,  in  tlie 
enemy's  hands  at  prefent,  will  have  greater  fecurity  by  our 
ictaining  them,  and  that  general  Howe  will  be  lefs  apt  to 
relinquiili  any  part  of  his  claim,  the  more  the  number  in 
our  hands  is  diminillied  by  an  exchange. 

I  confefs  1  am  under  great  difficulty  in  this  bufinefs. 
But  what  is  more  particularly  the  caufe  of  this  application 

is 
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,  IS  the  latter  part  of  the  firft  paragraph  of  the  inclofed  copy  ; 
— ^**  and  for  your  detenninatlon  refpedtng  the  prifoners  noiu 
here,  that  I  may  make  my  arrangements  accordingly,''^  This 
13  couched  in  terms  of  great  ambiguity  ;  and  1  am  really 
at  a  lofs  what  interpretation  to  give  it, — whether  he  in- 
tends that  his  conduct  refpedling  them  {hall  be  as  I  advife 
(this  appears  more  favourable  than  can  well  be  expeded) 
or  that,  if  the  previous  demand- is  not  anfv/ered  in  a  fatis- 
fadlory  manner,  he  fhall  confider  them  on  a  different  foot- 
ing from  that  on  which  our  former  prifoners  were,  and  the 
agreement  totally  diffolved.  We  are  told  government  of- 
fered the  prifoners  they  took  to  the  India  company,  and 
they  have  procured  an  a<5t  difpenfnig  with  that  of  the  ha- 
beas-corpus  in  particular  cafes  of  perfons  fuppofed  inimical' 
to  them,  &c.  How  far  they  ortheir  commanders  may  adopt 
thefe  meafuresj  remains  to  be  known  :  I  have  only  men- 
tioned them  as  they  refp€<5l  the  general  fubjefl  of  my  letttr. 

Notwithftanding  my  recommendation  agreeable  to  what 
I  conceived  to  be  the  fenfe  of  Congrefs,  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell's  treatment  continues  to  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  juf- 
tified  either  on  the  principles  of  generofity,  or  flrict  retali- 
ation ;as  I  have  authentic  information^  and  I  doubt  not 
you  will  have  the  fame,  that  general  Lee's  fttuation  is  far 
from  being  rigorous  or  uncomfortable  :  except  his  not  be- 
ing permitted  to  go  at  large  on  parole,  he  has  reaion  to  be 
content  with  every  other  circumllance  of  his  treatment. 

I  am  jufl:  moving  to  Boundbrook,  from  whence  I  re- 
turned yeflerday  morning.  On  Monday  morning  a  body 
of  the  en'emy  advanced  near  that  pod.  They  retreated,, 
on  feeing  a  detachment,  march  to  meet  them.  There  wa«? 
fome  firing  at  long  fhot,  but  without  any  great  daiijage. 
Wc  had  only  three  mtvi  flighdy  wounded.  What  their- 
lofs  was,  I  know  not  r  three  of  their  hght-horfe  v/ere. 
killed.  By  advices  from  the  cafevard,  the  troops  are 
coming  from  Rhode- 1  (land. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &Co  G,  W. 


'^  ^  ^»  Nliic/" ^farters,  Alii'd'ebfook^  I'liJy  2g,  i;'?''. 

I  THIS  morning  had   the  honour  of  your  letter  of 
the  tv/cnty-feventh,    with   its  inclofu/es.     I  ih-ill  pa/   the 

G  2  ihideii 
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il:ri(flefl:  attention  to  the  refolutions  tranfmltted  me  ;  how- 
ever, I  any  not  without  apprehenfions  that  the  regulatiori 
lately  adopted,  refpe«5ling  chaplains,  will  not  anfwer.  I 
recoIle<f^,  when  one  was  afiigned  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year 
to  two  regiments,  the  prevailing  opinion  was,  and  that 
founded  on  a  variety  of  reafons,  that  it  would  not  do  ;  and 
the  old  mode  of  appointment  was  introduced  again*. 

General  Schuyler's  propofal  for  raifing  one  or  two  troops 
of  horfe,  I  think  a  good  one.  I  intended  to  write  to  him 
upon  the  fubjed  before  the  receipt  of  your  favour,  and  iliall 
do  it  by  the  firft  opportunity. 

I  arrived  here  yefterday  evening  :  nothing  of  import- 
ance has  occurred  fmcQ  ;  and  I  have  nothing  further  to 
add,  than  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  W, 


S  I  R,  Head' garters ^  MUdkhrooh  Camp,  May  3T,  I7770 

SINCE  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  to  write  to  you  the 
twenty-ninth^  I  have  received  the  inclofed  intelligence. 
As  it  conies  from  a  perfon  of  veracity,  and  one  who  is 
much  in  the  confidence  of  the  enemy,  I  have  no  doubt  as 
ro  the  fa(!l  of  the  two  brigades  having  come  over  from 
New- York  to  Amboy,  and  alfo  that  a  number  of  waggons 
h^^'^  been  brought  from  Staten  and  Long-Ifland.  Thefc 
accounts  are  corroborated  by  information  of  the  fame  kind 
from  feveral  different  quarters.  But  I  do  not  place  lo 
much  dependence  upon  the  account  of  the  intended  attack 
upon  this  place,  becaufe  I  think,  if  fuch  a  matter  was  really 
in  agitation,  it  v/ould  be  kept  a  profound  fecret  ;  I  rather 
am  of  opinion  that  it  is  thrown  out  to  deceive.  But  at  any 
rate,  taking  it  for  granted  that  they  are  afTembling  their 
troops  and  carriages,  what  can  they  have  in  view  but  a 
move,  either  immediately,  or  when  their  reinforcement 
(If  they  get  any)  arrives  ?  and  if  they  do  move,  I  can  fee 
no  other  objecft  but  Philadelphia.  It  is  true,  they  have 
f^remed  for  fome  time  paif  to  have  laid  afide  all  thoughts 
of  attempting  that  city  by  land  :  but  if  they  had  only  the 
attacking  this  army  in  contemplation,  they  would  never 
encumber  themfvlvcr.  with  a  large  train  of  waggons,  which, 

if 
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if  they  were  fuccefsful,  would  retard  them  in  their  purfult, 
and,  if  defeated,  would  be  in  danger  of  falling  into  our 
hands. 

I  inclofe  you  an  extra£l:  of  a  letter  which  I  received 
from  general  Sullivan.  If  the  two  India  fliips  which  hare 
been  cut  down  are  gone  out  to  fea^  I  fhould  fuppofe  they 
are  intended  for  the  Delaware,  becaufe  they  are  not  capa- 
ble of  performing  a  rough  or  long  voyage.  This,  if  true, 
looks  as  if  a  fudden  correfjwnding  move  by  land  was 
intended  ;  for  they  will  never  fend  their  fhips  long  before 
their  troops. 

Thefe,  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  are  mere  conjeclures 
upon  clrcumftances  :  for  the  a(5lions  of  the  enemy  have  for 
a  long  time  paft  been  fo  different  from  appearances,  that  I 
hardly  dare  to  form  an  opinion^  But  I  would  wifh  ta 
profit  by  every  piece  of  intelligence,  and  be  prepared  to 
ward  off  every  danger  that  threatens.  I  would  therefore 
-f  commend  that  the  Pennfylvania  mih'tia,  who  are  affem- 
bled  at  Brillolfor  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  guarding  the  river 
and  oppofing  the  pafEige  of  the  enemy,  fhould  be  put  un- 
der the  command  of  a  good  general  officer,  who  would 
fee  that  they  are  kept  to  their  duty,  and  prepared  for  a 
fadden  emergency.  Except  this  is  done,  they  may  as  well 
be  at  home. 

I  lad  night  received  a  letter  from  general  M'Dougal,  an 
extrad  of  v/hicli  you  have  inclofed.  Bythis  it  appears 
that  a  reinforcement  is  arrived,  but  whether  from  Canada 
or  Europe  is  uncertain.  You  will  obferve  that  he  likewife 
mentions,  that  eight  tranfports  with  foot,  and  a  fchooner 
with  horfes  and  hay,  had  fallen  down.  We  can  only  form 
conjeftures  at  prefent  of  the  place  of  their  deftination  :  but 
if  they  f'tand  fouthward,  Philadelphia  is  the  moil:  probable 
place. 

1  have  the  pleafure  to  communicate  a  very  agreeable 
piece  of  intelligence  which  I  have  received  from  general. 
Paifon?,  of  the  dcftrudion  of  twelve  of  the  enemy's  vefTcIs 
in  Sag-harbour  upon  the  eall  end  of  Long-Ifland.  1  give 
you  his  letter  at  length,  which  I  think  reflects  high  honour 
upon  the  condud:  and  bravery  of  colonel  Meigs,  his  offi- 
cers, and  men. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

Head- garters  J 
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SIR,  I{sad^.<^jarieys^  AfiMdrooif  May  3 1,  I777#- 

MONSIEUR  Coudray  is  jufl:  arrived  at* camp,  and 
propofes  to  fet  Otit  to-morraw  for  Philadelphia.  What  his: 
views  are,  I  am  uncertain,  having  had  no  converfation  with 
him  upon  thefubjed  :  but  I  find  an  idea  prevails  that  there 
is  an  agreement  between  Mr,  Deane  and  him,  that  he  fhall? 
have  the  chief  comniand  of  the  artillery.  How  well  found- 
ed this  opinion  may  be,  I  cannot  determine  ;  but  if  it  be 
true,  it  may  involve  tlje  moft  injurious  confequences.  Gen- 
eral Knox,  who  has  defervedly  acquired  the  character  of 
one  of  the  moft  valuable  officers  in  the  fervice,  and  who, 
combating  almoft  innumerable  dilficulties  in  the  department 
he  fills,  has  placed  the  artillery  upon:  a  footing,  that  does^ 
him  the  greateft  honour — he,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  con- 
fider  himfelf  injured  by  an  appointment  luperfeding:  hh 
command,  and  would  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  con- 
tinue in  the  ferviee.  Should  fuch  an  event  take  place  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  there  would  be  too  much  rea- 
foii  to  apprehend  a  train  of  ills,  fuch  as  might  convulfe  and* 
unhinge  this  important  department. 

Suppoling  monfieur  Goudray  to  have  made  fuch  an 
agreement,  the  cafe  is  of  great  difficulty,  and,  in  my  opin- 
ion, is  worthy  of  the  mofb  delicate  confideration  of  Con^ 
grefs.  Yet  may  not  means  be  dill  devifed  to  fatisfy  this- 
gentleman  by  appointing  him  to  feme  command  not  derog- 
atory "to  his  promiled  rank,  and  which  will  be  agreeable  ta 
him  ?  From  the  recommendations  we  have  had  of  him,  I 
am  obliged  to  efleem  him  of  high  charader,  and  of  great 
knowledge  in  what  he  profefies  :.  and,  from  this  confider- 
ation and  the  manuer  in  which  he  is  mentioned  to  us,  it  ap- 
pears that  much  addrefs  and  delicacy  muft  be  ufed,  to  con- 
cilitate  matters. 

Many  reafons,  btTides  thofe  I  have  noted,  might  be 
affigned  for  continuing  general  Knox  firfl:  in  command  in 
this  departmentj  v/kich,  on  refleclion,  will  readily  occur* 
I  would  only  obfervc,  without  infinuating  the  moft  dillant 
fhadow  of  diilruft  of  mcnfieur  Coudr^jy^s  honour,  candour, 
or  integr'ty,  that,  on  the  general  maxims  of  prudence  and 
policy,  it  may  be  qiieftioned  v/ith  much  propriety  wheth- 
er fo  important  a  command  as  tha':  of  the  artiiicry   fhould 

be 
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be  verted  in  any  but  a  native,  or  one  attached  by  the  ti.es 
of  interel}  to  thefe  States. 

Congreis  will  be  pleafed  to  excufe  the  freedom  I  Jiave 
ufed  upon  this  occafion,  and,  I  tvuft,  will  impute  it  to  the 
importance  of  the  fubjc^l:  which  gave  rife  to  it». 

1  have  the  honaur  to  be^  Sec,  G.  W. 


SIR,  Bead- garters,.  MlJdUhi'ool',   Jun^  %,  tVll^ 

TPIE  inclofed  copies  of  generals  Gates  and  Pcor^s 
letters,  which  juft  new  came  to  hand,  contain  the  latefc 
advices  frona  the  0ortbern  army.  Thefe  I  thought  it 
piroper  to  tranfnik,  a*^  I  am  not  authorifed  to  concluck 
that  general  Gates  had  written  to-  Congrefs  upon  the  fub- 
jed  of  their  con  teats,  I  w'ih  our  accounts  from  that  quar- 
ter may  be  happy,  if  Mr.  Carleton  makes  an  attack.  The 
fhameful  deficiency  in  all  cur  armies  affords  but  too.  jult 
grounds  for  difagreeable  apprehenfions  :  if  the  quota s^af- 
iigned  the  different  States  are  not  immediately  filled,  we 
fliall  have  every  thing  to  fear.  We  fliall  never  be  able  to 
refill:  their  force,  if  the  militia  are  to  be  relied  on  ;  nor 
do  I  know  whether  their  aid,  feebk  and  ineffedual  as  it  is> 
is  much  to  be  expelled.  Can  no  expedients  be  devifed 
to  complete  the  regiments,  and  to  roufe  our  unthinking 
countrymen  from  their  lethargy? — Vi  there  can,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  our  afvairs  c.-iiih  loudly  for  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ckc.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Boudinot,  commiflar3^"gen^rar  for  prifoners, 
will  deliver  this.  He  goes  to  Philadelphia  on  bufinefs- 
rcfpccSring  his  department,  and  has  feveral  matters  to  fettle 
and  adjult  v/ith  Congrefs,  which  are  eflential  and  necefTary 
to  a  regular  diicharge  of  his  duty»  To  him  1  beg  leave 
to  refer  you  upon  the  fubjed:,  and  wifh  him  to  have  your 
attention. 


SIR,  Head-Barters,  Middlebrool^  June  ^,iyjy,. 

I  WOULD  take   the  liberty  of  addrelTmg  a  few 
lines  to  Congrefs  on  a  matter  which  appears  to  mc  of  im- 
portance. 
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portance,.  and  which  is  confidered  in  the  fame  light  by 
manj^  of  cur  officers^  and  others  not  in  the  miUtary  line. 
The  fubjed  I  allude  to  is  the  condition  of  many  perfons 
now  with  the  enemy,  who,,  deluded  by  their  arts  and  a 
tnifguided  attachment  to  their  meafures,  fled  from  the  pro- 
tedlion  of  the  States,  to  find  fecurity  with  them,  and  who 
in  many  inftances,  are  in  arms  agalnft  u^^ 

It  has  been  fuggefted  through  various  channels,^ — and 
the  fuggeftion  feems  to  be  credited,  efpecially  as  fome  have 
already  efcaped, — that  many  of  thefe  unhappy  people,  con- 
vinced of  their  error  and  the  wicked  part  they  have  taken, 
^ould  embrace  the  earlleft  opportunity  of  leaving  the  ene- 
my and  returning  among  us,  were  they  fure  of  being  re- 
ceived into  our  friendfhip  again,  and  of  enjoying  their  prop- 
erty and  the  rights- of  citizens. 

This  fubjed,  in  the  confideration  of  it,  ftrikes  me  as 
important,  interefting,  and  delicate, — involving  many  con- 
feqences  worthy  of  mature  deliberation  and  attention. 
As  fjch) — and  deeming  myfelf  incompetent  to  it, — 1 
think  it  my  duty  to  fubmit  it  to  Gongrefs  for  their  difcuf- 
fion,  to  take  fach  meafures  therein  as  they  (liall  efleenv- 
K^ceffary  and  right. 

If  thefe  people,  particularly  thofe  in  arms,  are  ingenu- 
ous in  what  has  been  hinted,  and  it  is  their  w'mTi,  or  that 
of  any  confiderable  part  of  them,  to  return,= — I*  fliould  fup- 
pofe  that  it  would  be  expedient,  and  founded  in  fouud 
poHcy,  to  give  every  fuitable  affarance  to  induce  them  to 
come.  Such  an  event  v/ould  be  attended  v/lth  falutary  ef- 
fads,  would  weaken  the  enemy,  dldrefs  them  greatly,  and' 
would  probably  have  a  moft  happy  infiuence  in  preventing 
others  from  joining  their  arms.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
indulgence  may  be  liable  to  great  abufe,  fuppofmg  it  not 
■to  be  duly  guarded  :  or  if  the  effeds  produced  by  it  (houid 
be  partial,  they  will  not  be  adequate  to  the  ends  in  view. 
Yet,  as  the  enemy  on  their  part  are  ufing  every  device  they 
are  capable  of,  to  feduce  both  foldiers  and  citizens  from- 
our  fervlce  into  theirs,  and  have  fucceeded  but  too  well^ 
it  is  generally  thought  in  the  mihtary  line  that  fomething 
(hould  be  attempted  to  count cracfl  them.  Whether  Con- 
grlfs  will  be  of  the  fame  fentiment,  and,  if  they  fhould,- 
what  and  how  extenfive  the  mode  and  indulgence  ought 
to  be,  is  entirely  with  them.  r^y^ 
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There  is  one  difficulty  that  occurs  to  me,  fuppofing  the. 
meafure  to  be  adopted.  What  line  of  difcriniination  can 
be  drawn  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  though  circumftances 
fhould  differ  and  feera  to  require  it  ?  While  the  poor,  de- 
luded, ignorant,  duped  by  artifices  and  a  thoufand  caufes 
to  lead  them  wrong,  have  a  claim  to  their  country's  par- 
don and  indulgence,  there  are  many  of  well-informed  under- 
Handing,  who,  from  their  early-avowed  hoftile  difpofitions 
and  inveterate  difregard  of  her  rights,  and  thofe  who  have 
taken  a  double  and  triple  part,  cannot  have  the  fame  pre- 
tenfions  ;  whofe  only  view  in  returning  may  be  to  ferve 
their  own  fordid  purpofes,  and  the  better  to  promote  thofe 
plaos  they  have  fleadily  purfued. 

One  thing  more  I  would  obferve,  which  is,  that  if  Con- 
gtefs  judge  an  adoption  of  meafures  eligible  on  the  fubjeiSI: 
of  my  letter,  the  fooner  it  is  come  into,  the  better,  for 
the  mod:  obvious  reafons  ;  and  the  time  allowed  for  thofe 
to  return  who  wifli  the  indulgence,  fhould  be  fixed  at  a 
fhort  period, —not  longer,  in  my  opinion,  than  till  the 
*  day  of  *  next  :  otherwife  they  may  avail 

themfelves  of  the  circumftance,  and  wait  events  to  decide 
their  choice.  If  any  good  confequences  are  produced,  the 
means  can  be  renewed  and  further  extended. 

Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  excufe  me  for  thus  freely 
communicating  my  fentiments,  efpecially  Avhen  I  aflure 
them  that  they  are  dictated  by  what  I  efteem  my  4uty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec,  G.  W. 

P.  S.  The  more  I  confider  the  fubjedl  of  my  letter, 
the  more  important  and  interefting  it  appears.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  if  the  meafure  propcfed  fhould  be  deemed 
expedient,  that  it  will  be  better-that  the  indulgences  and 
..affurances  for  their  return  fliould  be  communicated  through 
the  medium  of  fome  fecond,  fecret  hand,  qualified  to  offer 
them  and  negociate  the  bufinefs,  rather  than  by  an  a(5l  of 
public  authority.  Opportunities,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  may 
be  found,  by  which  they  n"»ay  obtain  due  information  in 
that  way,  and  which  will  not  hold  out  to  the  enemy  the 
fame  caufe  of  fufplcion  and  of  vigilance  to  prevent  their 
efcaping.  Whatever  mode  fliall  be  confidered  mofl  ad- 
-^ifeablc,  fhould  be  immediately   adopted*       What    time 

iliould 
*  Left  blank  in  th€  original. 
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fhould  be  allowexi  in  the  firft  inftance,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to 
determine  :  if  the  continuance  is  too  fhort,  there  may  be 
ilanger  of  their  not  being  apprifed  fo  as  to  get  off :  if  it  is 
too  long,  they  will  defer  matters  to  the  lafl,  and  ad  then 
as  circumftances  of  intereft  didate.  To  err  in  the  former 
will  be  lead  injurious. 


S  !  K,  J^ead" garter 3,  MiddUhrooky  June  5,17  7  7. 

INCLOSED  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter 
fram  general  Howe,  of  this  date.  You  will  perceive  how 
extremely  prefling  he  is  for  an  anfwer  to  the  demands  in 
his  letters  of  the  twenty-iirft  of  April  and  twenty-fecond 
ultimo.  As  I  referred  the  confideration  of  them  to  Con- 
grefe  in  4Tiine  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  May,  requefting  their 
opinion,  1  entreat  that  they  will  not  defer  giving  it,  that  I 
may  return  an  anfwer.  I  (hall  impatiently  Avait  their  fen- 
timents,  and  flatter  myfelf  I  fhall  have  them  by  the  moft 
fpeedy  and  early  conveyance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W.  - 


S  I  ^,  Head'  garter 3^  Middlelroii ,  June  5,1777. 

I  THIS  morning  had  the  honour  of  your  letter  of 
the  fifth,  with  its  incisures.  The  refolution  of  the  thir- 
tieth of  May^  refpedling  the  French  gentlemen  who  came 
pafiengers  in  the  Amphitrite,  reached  camp  before  your 
letter,  and  has  excited  much  uneafinefs  in  the  artillery 
corps.  The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Knox 
will  convey  their  anxiety  upon  the  fubje(5l, — which  1  think 
it  neceflary  to  tranfmit,  as  well  from  duty  as  on  account  of 
his  requefl. 

The  difficulties  upon  this  occafion  arife  from  the  pecu- 
liar circumftances  of  moft  of  the  officers  compofing  the 
artillery  regiments  at  this  time,  I  do  not  know,  for  my 
own  part,  what  operation  Congrefs  precifely  meant  the 
refolutions  fhould  have  ;  but  if  the  commlffions  which  thefe 
gentlemen  are  to  receive  fhould  give  them  rank  from  the 
date  of  thofe  thev  hswd  from  the  king  of  France,   or  from 

their   - 
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their  compaa  V/ith  Mr.  Deane,  there  are  but  few  officers 
now  in  the  artillery  who  will  not  be  fuperfeded  in  their 
command^  unlefs  feme  method  is  adopted  to  prevent  it. 
This,  I  am  perfuaded,  Congrefs  had  not  in  contenipla- 
-lion,  becaufe  it  is  oppofed  to  policy  and  to  jiiftice  ;  and  I  am 
led  to  believe  the  refolution  was  come  into  for  want  of 
due  information  hov/  m.atters  were  circumftanced  in  this 
inilance. 

The  officers  now^  in  the  artillery  I  am  obliged  to  con- 
lider  of  great  merit  :  experience  has  proved  them  to  be 
inoft  warmly  attached  to  the  rights  of  their  country  ;  and 
their  conduit  in  the  line  of  their  profeilion  has  been  fuch 
as  does  the  highefl:  honour  to  themlelves  and  the  gentleman 
who  immediately  commands  them.  Without  d'erogatiog 
in  the  leafi:  from  the  charadier  of  the  French  officers  who 
are  to  be  commiffioned,  and  whom  I  wiih  to  receive^  every 
countenance  they  merit,  there  -is  ftrong  reafon  to  doubt 
(laying  afide  every  confideration  of  policy)  whether  they 
have  feen  as  much  real  iervice  as  our  own  in  the  courfe  of 
-two  campaigns.  It  would  be  hard-,  not  to  fay  unjuft,  that 
the  latter  fliould  lofe  their  command  w4ien  they  have  a  claim 
to  every  mark  of  flivour,  and  after  they  have  taken  great  pains 
to  form  their  companies  :  the  fervice  requires  that  they 
Ihould  not;  and  I  am  convinced  the  event  would  be  attended 
with  the  moil  fatal  confequences. 

But  what  is  to  be  done  ?  This  is  a  cafe  ot  difficulty, 
new  it  as  you  will.  I  am  not  for  reje^Ling  the  French 
gentlemen  : — ^far  otherwife- — I  am  for  employing  them  ; 
and  public  faith,  and  the  encouragements  given  to  bring 
them  over,  demand  that  it  fnould  be  done.  After  much 
thought  and  confideration  upon  the  fubjeft,  two  modes  oc- 
cur to  me,  as  the  only  poffible  ones  by  which  it  can  be  ef- 
fcifted,  and  by  wliich  the  inconveniences  I  have  mentioned 
can  be  remedied.  One  is,  that  a  new  corps  of  art*^' 
ffiould  be  formed,    and  thefe    gentlemen    attache^'  ' 

This,  we  have  reafon    to  fear,    cannot   be  dop'  -^ery 

difficulties  we  have  experienced  in  raihn^  -  ^    r^^  ^  ^  ^'■* 

their  having  no  intercft   or  .conncxio*-  .,     "^    ^<^^"^^    tne 

Their  iituation  in  ilicli  caib,  if  the-  ,.  J^^'   ^""^  ^;^^^ 

and  aaive  dilj^oiitions,    would  ^  are 'mai  of  ^v'"^^": 

The  otlvsr  is,  that  our  pief=*'         .,c   jrkiit.^r.  .>    T  i)^'''l!^'^^ 

atioii 
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atlon  Aiould  have  their  comrahlions  antedated,  to  give  them 
^precedency  of  rank  :  and  this  may  be  done  with  the  great- 
er propriety,  as  moil  of  them  were  intended  to  hold  the 
polts  they  now  faftain,  before  the  French  gentlemen  had 
any  claim  upon  us.  It  is  true  they  were  not  commiiSoned, 
becaufe  the  old  corps  exifted  under  the  firfl;  arrangement. 
Further  it  is  faid— and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  fad — that 
tbefe  gentlemen  were  promoted  by  brevet  juft  before  their 
departure  from  France,  merely  to  give  them  rank  here  ; 
antecedent  to  which,  our  officers  were  fuperior  to  them 
in  this  point  ;  and  thefe  brevets  only  confer  local  rank, 
coniiDed  to  the  French-American  colonies. 

This  latter  mode  appears  the  nioft  eligible  :  if  it  Is  adopt- 
ed, they  will  be  diftributed  through  the  corps  as  aflxfiant 
officers.  Their  want  of  a  knowledge  in  our  language  Inca- 
pacitates them  for  command  in  the  firil  inftance ;  and  not 
only  (o^  but  to  place  them  at  the  head  of  companies^  over 
officers  that  have  been  at  great  trouble,  pains  ani  expenfe 
in  raifmg  the  men,  would  be  both  unmilitary  and  unjuft.  I 
ihall  now  quit  the  fiibjed:,  wifhing  that  whatever  will  beft 
conciliate  matters  and  advance  the  public  good,  may  be 
done  ;  fuggefliing  at  the  fame  time,  with  all  deference,  as  it 
is  much  eaiier  to  prevent  evils  than  to  remedy  them  after 
they  have  happened,  it  will  be  well,  in  all  cafes  of  foreign 
and  indeed  other  applications,  that  the  confequences,  which 
granting  them  will  involvej  (hould  be  maturely  weighed 
and  taken  in  every  point  of  view.  In  the  prefent  cafe  of 
difficulty,  things  I  am  perfuaded,  might  have  been  adjufted 
with  the  greatePc  facility,  had  the  committee  of  foreign  ap- 
plications been  fully  polTeiTed  of  all  the  circumftances  re- 
Ipedcing  the  artillery  regiments. 

By  a  letter  from  general  Gates^,  of  the  fecond  inflant, 
tranfmitting  a  copy  of  one  from  general  Poor,  the  enemy, 
who  were  at  Split-Rock  according  to  their  lad:  advices 
i,vhich  I  forwarded,  have  returned  down  the  Lake.  Cap- 
tain Whitcomb  had  been  fent  out  to  reconnoitre,  and  re- 
ported on  his  return  that  only  one  boat  remained. 

From  fundry  accounts  from  New-York,  there  is  reafon 
to  believe  the  enemy  are  on  the  point  of  making  fome  ex- 
pedition. Their  preparation  of  ihips  for  troops,  light- horfe, 
3cc.  indicates  that  they  iateod  to  go  by  water.     W"hat  their 

objed 
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objca  is,  yet  remains  a  fecret.  The  iiiclofed  copy  cf  Fiit- 
examination  is  very  particular,  and  as  recent  as  any  that  I 
have  received.  The  ])erron  v/lio  gave  the  information  ^be- 
longs to  Cape-May  county,  and  appeared  to  be  a  feofible 
intelligent  lad.  A  deferter  of  thefeventy-firft  this  moment' 
came  in  :  you  alfo  have  his  examination  inclofedo 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  &c.  G.  W« 


S:iR,  H'k'^Zj:^-''^'^^  I^IlcuL-.o   ^,J.ne  i,  I—-, 

I  WAS  this  r:)OtT.<v<:  hor:G;'red  \/.,\  }  ~ .."  !,iv<^m  of 
tljefixthinllant  with  its  iiicicijfes,  I  :..::  "x; -,  *i  \.  ''^''-\[') 
in  the  approbation  Corgrtis  ha%2  Lccn  ^^'.r.  w':  ..^  ./.prti,  ^i 
my  condu<St  refpediog  thi  propofcJ  caictl  lji  :hc  CavI.^ji  <'^^ 
of  prifcners,  and  fnall  covcrn  ii/f  ^t  by  f-uj  piiiujp'os  v.h  c*a 
iniiuenced  me  on  thai  occalonj  oAjI  ii\-A  ether  as  fr.iili  ap- 
pear right  and  juft,  fhould  there  be  any  further  negociation 
on  the  fiibjed]:. 

I  fliali  order  a  return  to  be  made  of  the  chaplains  in  fer« 
vice,  which  fhall  be  tranimitted  as  ioGo  as  it  is  obtained.  - 
At  prefentj  as  the  regiments  are  greatly  difperfsd,  part  in 
one  place  and  part  in  another,  and  accurate  ito.tes  of  then'' 
have  not  been  madej  it  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  for- 
ward it  immediately.  1  fhall  here  take  cccafion  to  mentica 
that  I  communicated  the  refolution  appointing  a  brigade- 
chaplain  in  the  place  of  all  others,  to  the  feveral  brigadiers. 
They  are  all  of  opinion  that  it  will  be  impofhble  for  them 
to  difcharge  the  duty  :  that  many  inconveniences  and  much 
'  difTatisfadion  v/ill  be  the  refult ;  and  that  no  eftabliHiment 
appears  fo  good  in  this  inftance  as  the  old  one.  Among 
many  other  weighty  objedlions  to  the  meafure,  it  has  been 
fuggefted  that  it  has  a  tendency  to  introduce  religious  dif- 
putes  into  the  army,  which,  above  all  things,  fhould  be 
avoided, — and  in  many  inftances  would  compel  men  to  a 
mode  of  worflrip  which  they  do  not  profefs.  The  old  ef- 
tablifhment  gives  every  regiment  an  opportunity  of  having 
a  chaplain  of  their  own  religious  fentiments, — is  founded  en 
a  plan  of  a  more  generous  toleration, — and  the  choice  of 
chaplains  to  officiate  has  been  generally  in  the  reciment^. 
&uppofmg  one  chaplain   could  do  the  duties  of  a  brigade, 

fwhicn 
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(which  fuppofition  however  is  inadmiffible  when  we  vlem 
things  in  pra<5t!ce)  that  being  compofed  of  four  or  {ive  per- 
haps, in  fome  inftances,  fix  regiments,  there  might  be  fo 
many  different  modes  of  v/orfhip.  I  have  mentioned  the 
opinion  of  the  ofEcers  and  thefe  hints  to  Congrefs  upon 
this  fiabjedt,  from  a  principle  of  duty,  and  becaufe  I  am 
well  affured  it  is  moft  foreign  to  their  wiflies  or  intention 
to  excite,  by  any  a6t,  the  fmalleft  uneafmefs  and  jealoufy 
among  the  troops. 

There  remains  no  room  to  believe  otlierwife  than  that 
the  enemy  are  on  the  point  of  m.oving  :  this  is  confirmed  t^ 
intelligence  from  all  quarters,  and  through  fo  m.any  different- 
channels,  that  we  muft  confider  it  certain.  Whether  they 
will  move  by  land  or  water,  or  by  both,  cannot  be  afcertain- 
ed  ;  nor  is  their  deftination  precifely  knov/n  :  but  every 
circumftance  points  out  Philadelphia  as  their  objefl.  Be- 
ing of  this  opinion,  I  have  dire&d  the  return  of  general- 
Mifflin.  Before  he  left  Philadelphia,  I  wrote,  counter- 
manding the  order  for  his  coming  here  5  but  he  did  not  re- 
ceive my  letter.  I  would  alfo  mention  to  Congrefs  that  I 
think  the  military  ilores,  lately  arrived,  and  at  or  coming 
to  Philadelphia,  fhould  be  removed  to  a  place  of  perfect  fe- 
curity.  Though  I  would  not  excite  needlefs  uneafy  ap- 
prehenfions,  prudence  requires  that  things  fo  effential  fliould 
not  be  expofed  to  rifl^. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  Wc 


H  I  Rj  J-itad-^iartdrs,  MiddldrocI',  Jime  1 3,  1777"^ 

INCLOSED  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  frora 
VAt  to  lord  Cornwalils,  on  the  inlmman  treatment  of  lieu- 
tenant Ma,rtin  by  a  party  of  the  enemy's  horfe.  My  re- 
monftrance  and  fending  his  corpfe  produced  nothing  more 
than  a  (hort  anfwer  from  his  lordfhip,  which  you  alfo  have. 
It  was  thought  unnecefTary  to  viev/  the  body,  the  fadl  being 
admitted  and  iuftified. 

I  have  alfo  taken  the  liberty  toinclofe  a  copy  of  my  letter 

to  general  Howe,  in  anfv/er  to  his  of  the  twenty-firfl  of 

April,  twenty-fecond  of  May,  and  fifth  inftant.      From  the 

latter  part  of  the  firft  paragraph  in  that  of  the  twenty-fecond 

■    •  .    "  of 
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of  May, T  was  induced  to  propofe  an  exchange  of  all  the 
prifoners  now  in  his  hands,  fo  far  as  it  can  be  effeded  00 
the  principles  of  the  agreement  fubiifting  between  us,  ex- 
cept that  of  iieutenant-cclonel  Campbell  and  the  Heffian 
field-officers  who  are  to'be  retained  till  general  Lee  is  de- 
clared exchangeable.  I  did  not  exped  the  propofitioii 
would  be  acceded  to:  but,  as  his  letter  is  of  doubtful 
meaning  in  this  ioilance,  I  thought  It  expedient  to  make  the 
offer,- — ^firfl:,  as  it  will  be  a  happy  event  if  we  reieaie  our 
prifoners, — and'iecondly,  as  the  propofition  may  draw  from 
him  an  explanation  of  his  feritimeots,  though  he  friould  re- 
jedl  it,    ^ 

The  New- York  paper  of  the  ninth  inftant  I  tranfmit  for 
your  perufil :  it  contains  an  extrad:  of  a  leiter  from  gover- 
nor Tryon  to  Chriftopher  Billop  of  Lcng-Ifiand.  Tliis 
extract,  I  think,  is  worthy  of  attention;  and  may  be  im- 
proved to  great  advantage  if  publiihed  in  the  papers  with 
liich  flridures  and  oblervations  as  it  will  v/dl  --^a  arrant,  and 
as  will  occur  to  an  ingenious  pen.  The  enemy,  on  their 
part,  ufe  the  moil:  artful  publicaticns,  and  avail  tliemfelvcs  - 
of  every  thing  they  can>  going  ii-om  us.  \\'e  ihould  pi  of- 
it,  where  we  can,  by  their  produdion?. 

I  would  mention  to  Ccngrefs  that  fereral  officers  in  the 
corps  of  cavalry  have  applied  to  me,  to  know  in  what 
point  of  view  their  horfes  are  corllidered — whether  as  pub- 
lic property,  or  as  private  belonging  to  themfelves,  to  be  fur- 
nifhed  at  their  own  expenfe.  When  colonel  Sheldon's 
regiment  was  ordered  to  be  y  ■-'---'     '  -    ■;'-.,  though::  the 

horfes  (hojid  be  a.  matter  of  ■  ^ ,  o:a  a-^'k  had 

never  been  determined,  and'l  was  r.oc  pcif^aly  fatisfied* 
with  the  cuflom  in  fuch  caf-s,  I  did  not  confider  myfelf 
authorifed  to  decide  upon  it.  I  prcmifcd  to  recommend  it 
to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs  ;  and  this  I  -:^vf.  done 
Cnce  on  fmiiJar  occafions.    The  oiil  a- 

es   are  eijential  to  the  dilcharge  of^- .  .  -  ..  y,  .,^i 

be  provided  at  the  public  expenfe  ;  that  th?v  1,^--  i  :  -i 
to  fiich  enormous  prices,  that,  if  th:  co-d^ary  Is  edaunin- 
ed,  they  muft,  fi'om  the  nature  cf  the  i,  vwv:-,  not  only 
iitik  their  pay,  but  make  a  large  facrificc  of  their  private 
intereil. 

H  2  Though- 
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Though  the  pradlce  may  have  been  againft  their  appli>. 
cation  in  other  armies,  yet  their  reaibning  feems  plaiifible. 
and  to,  be  founded  in  juftice.  There  are  objedions  too 
againft  the  meafure,  but  not  of  fufficient  vaHdity,  in  my 
opinion,  to  oppofe  to  their  claim.  Another  reafon  may 
be  fuggefted,  why  tlie  pubHc  fnould  find  them  horfes  j 
which  is,  that  if  they  were  to  provide  them  themfelves, 
the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  them  might  prevent  a  proper 
difcharge  of  duty,  and  in  fome  cafes  produce  too  grCvU  a 
degree  of  cautious  prudence. 

This  matter  I  have  thought  it  necefFary  to  lay  before 
Congrefs,  not  doubting  but  it  will  have  that  attention  which 
it  may  feem.  to  deferve.  There  is  one  thing  more  I 
Vv'ould  add  upon  the  fubjed:,  which  is,  if  their  application 
is  confidered  juft,  I  iliould  fuppofe  it  bed  to  fix  a  certain, 
determinate  fum  to  be  allowed  for  the  horfes  they  have 
brought  and  may  have  occafion  to  purchafe,  in  preference 
to  leaving  it  to  their  difcretion  and  judgment. 

It  being  evident,  fo  fir  as  v/e  can  reafon  from  circum- 
ftances  and  appearances,  that  general  Hov/e  defigns  Phil- 
adelphia to  be  the  firft  objedr  of  his  purfuits,  or  the  defeat 
of  this  army  ;  and,  for  one  or  both  of  thefe  purpofes,  is. 
colledring  nearly  his  v/hole  force  at  Brunfwic, — a  board 
of  general  officers  determined  yefterday  evening  after  ma- 
ture deliberation*  that  all  the  continental  troops  at  Peekf* 
kill  and  its  dependencies,  except  one  thoiifand  ejffedives,. 
fnould  be  immediately  marched  to  reinforce  this  army.- 
That  number,  with  the  convalefcents  and  fuch  aids  of  mi* 
litia  as  are  now  and  may  be  affembled  in  cafe  of  emergen- 
cy, was  deemed  competent  to  the  defence  of  thofe  ports. 
againft  any  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  pofTefs  them  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  things. 

I  have  inclofed  a  general  return  (hewing  our  whole 
ftrength  in  Jerfey  at  this  time,  from  which  it  will  appear 
our  circumftances  in  this  refpedl  are  by  no  means  fo  de- 
firable  as  could  be  wiOied.  I  efteem  it  my  duty  to  tranf- 
mit  information  otthis  fort  from  time  to  time  to  Congrefs, 
and  am  encouraged  the  more  to  do  it  from  a  convidlion 
that  they,  fenfible-of  the  neceffity  of  the  moft  profound 
fecrecy,  will  not  fuiFer  the  leaft  intimation  of  cur  numbers 

to  tranfr/ire. 

June 
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June  14.— Your  favoar  of  the  thirteenth,  with  its  in- 
clofures,  was  received  laft  night. 

Having  propofed  to  general  Howe  an  exchange  of  the 
prifoners  now  in  his  pofTellion,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
inclofed  copy  of  my  lettef,  and  alfo  added,  that  "  his  co7i^ 
duB  towards  prifoners  would  govern  mine^^^  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  improper  to  tranfmit  him  a  copy  of 
your  firft  refolution  of  the  tenth  inftant,  till  we  have  fome- 
thing  more  from  him  or^  the  fubje^t  propofed.  I  confefs  I 
did  not,  nor  do  1  yet,  underhand  the  paragraph  of  his  let- 
ter of  the  twenty-fecorwi  ultimo,  to  which  I  have  alluded, 
and  which  induced  me  to  propofe  an  exchange  if  that  v/as 
his  v/ifli,  and  to  fabjoin,  that  his  conduct  to  our  prifoners 
ihould  govern  inine, — as  a  caution  to  prevent  him  exercif- 
ing  feverity  or  a  new  mode  of  treatment  of  them,  contrary 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  agreement  between  us,  and  the  ideas 
entertained  upon  the  lubject  when  it  "was  firfl:  entered  in- 
to,— if  fuch  was  his  meaning. 

-  Finding  that  there  would  be  great  diiliculty  in  iilling 
the  battahons  intended  to  be  raifed,  1  did  not  commiffion 
oiRcers  for  all  the  iixteen  additional  ones  :  I  apprehended 
iuch  a  meafure  would  accumulate  expenfe  without  increaf- 
ing  our  ftrength,  and  therefore  did  not  fet  the  whole  on 
foot.  I  fnall  be  happy,  on  governor  Cafwell's  letter  and 
your  recommendation  of  colonel  Sbepard,  that  he  fhould 
have  a  regiment  :  from  the  charader  given  him,  and  the 
terms  on  v/hich  he  offers  his  fervices,  there  can  be  no  ob- 
jedion.  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  appoint  him  to  the 
command  they  wifh  him  to  have  ;  and  I  (liould  think  it 
advifeable  that  he  be  ordered  to  march  v/ith  his  corps  to 
join  this  army,  leaving  proper  officers  to  recruit  the  de- 
ficiency. 

1  have  perufed  monfieur  De  Coudray's  opinion  about 
the  fortifications,  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  well 
founded.  I  have  not  fufficient  knowledge  of  them  to  pro- 
nounce an  opinion  with  certainty  myfelf. 

You  will  obferve  by  the  New- York  paper  the  execution 
of  *  *  *.  His  family  well  deferves  the  generous  notice 
of  Congrefs.  He  con  dueled  himfelf  with  great  fidelity 
to  our  Cciufe,  rendering  \Jns  country  effeniia!']  fervices,  and 
has  fallen  a  facrifice  in  promoting  her  interefl.     Perhaps. 

a  public 
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a  public  ad  of  generofity  (coniideriDg  the  charader  he  was- 
in)   might  not  be  fo  eligible  as  a  private  donation, 

June  i^. — ^When  I  wrote  yefterday,  my  information 
was  that  one  divifion  of  the  enemy,  v/as  advancing  on  the 
Princeton  road,  and  it  was  beheved  from  the  general 
movement  of  their  army  that  they  were  proceeding  towards 
Delaware,  What  their  real  defign  was^.  is  not  yet  under- 
fiood.  Thofe  that  advanced  on  that  roady  after  marching 
fome  diftance,  filed  off  to  the  right,  down  Millftone-river, 
and  joined  the  other  column  on  the  Coryel-ferry  road 
leading  by  Somerfet  court-home.  One  objed-  of  their 
movement  might  be  to  ioclofc'  general  Sullivan  and  his. 
divifion  between  their  two  columns  :  another  (which  mofi 
probably  v/as  the  principal  caufe,  if  they  did, not  mean  to 
proceed  to"  Delaware  when  they  fet  out)  to  manceuvre  us 
out  of  our  prefent  encampment  into  adion  upon  difadvan- 
tageous  termsi  The  £ril:  they  could  not  hope  to  fucceed 
in  after  general  SulHvan  changed  his  poii  to  Rbcky-Hill ; 
an  event  which  took  place,  only  the  evening  before,  and 
which  it  is  prefamed  they  were  not  well  advifed.of  when 
they  left  Brunfv/ic.  A  con.fiderable  body  of  them  remain 
at  Somerfet  court-houfe,  and.  on  the  communication  be- 
tween that  and  Brunfwic.  We  have  been  and  are  harraf- 
fing  them  with  light  troops  i  but  they  being  ia  open  ground 
with  a  large  train  of  artillery,  v/e  cannot  do  it  fo  effedually 
as  .could  be  wifhed... 

1  (hall  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  general  De 
Haas  coniiders  himfelf  .an  officer  in  the  army.  He  has 
never  joined  it  fince  his  promotion,  or  v/ritten  a  fmgle  line 
to  me  upon  the  fubjedt.  If  he-,  accepts  his  commiflion,  it 
will  be  well  for  Congrefs  to  order  him  to  repair  to^  the 
army '  immediatery.  The  brigade  intended  for  him  is 
without  a  general  officer,  and  has  brought  on  a  difagreea- 
bie  dilpute  between  two  of  the  colonels,  each  claiming  the 
command.  This  is-  not  the  only  inconvenience  :■— officers 
of  high  rank  remaining  at  home,  afford  a  bad  example  to 
others-  who  are  inferior,  and  grounds'  of  application  ior 
the  like  indulgence. 

This  letter,  except  the  paragraphs  of  this  date,   I  in« 
tended  to  fend  yefterday,  but  was  prevented  by  the  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  which  rendered  it  unadvifeable. 
.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S. 
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P.  S.  By  a  perfon  jufl  nov/  arrived  with  a  letter  from 
general  Sullivan,  the  enemy's  advanced  guard  is  ported  be« 
tween  three  and  four  miles  from  Somerfet  eourt-houfej 
on  the  road  to  Coryei's  ferry. 


S  I  B.,  MWlehrooh,  June  I4,  1 77 7,  10  ocloch^  A,  M. 

YOUR  letter  of  yefterday,  with  its  inclofures,  I  re- 
ceived laft  night.  By  this  conveyance  I  fhall  not  fend  a 
particular  anfwer.  The  enemy  are  in  motion,  and  a  body 
is  advancing  from  Millftone  tov/ards  Vanbieter's  bridge  : 
another  divifion  is  on  the  road  leading  towards  CoryePs 
ferry.  We  are  packing  up,  and  making  every  preparation 
to  a(5l  as  circumftances  ftiall  feem  to  req^uire. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  The  letters  accompanying  this  you  will  pleafe  to. 
put  in  the  poft-ofFice. 


S  I  R,  Head-^juarters,  MidJlehrooh\  June  20,  1 7  7  7. 

Vv^PIEN  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefFmg  you  laft,  1  ^ 
informed  you  that  the  main  body  of  the  enemy  had  march- 
ed from  Brunfwic,  and  extended  their  van  as  far  as  Som- 
"^  erfet  court-houfe.  I  am  now  to  acquaint  you,  that,  after 
encamping  between  thefe  tv\ro  pofts  and  beginning  a  line  of 
redoubts,  they  changed  their  ground  yeiterday  morning  and 
in  the  courfe  of  the  preceding  night,  and  returned  to  Brunf- 
wic again,  burning,  as  they  went,  feveral  valuable  dwelling 
houfes.  We  had  conftantly  light  troops  hovering  round 
them  as  far  as  circumftances  would  permit  :  but,  being  fe- 
cured  on  their  flanks  by  the  Rariton  and  Millftone,  they 
were  difhcult  to  approach  ;  and,  without  lofs,  efFe£led  their 
return  to  their  former  pofts.  This  fudden  and  precipitate, 
change  in  their  operations  has  afforded  matter  for  much  fpeC" 
ulation.  We  fuppofe  their  original  defign  was  to  attempt  an 
imprefiion  on  our  right,  or  to  manoeuvre  us  out  of  our  ground, 
or  to  advance  towards  the  Delaware.  Whether  thefe  con- 
jedlures  were  well  founded,  cannot  be  afcertained  :  but  it 
is  probable,  if  they  had  an  impreffion  in  view,  they  found 

it 
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it  could  not  be  attempted  without  great  lofs— ~(as  to  brinp,« 
ing  on  an  attack,  they,  effe<5iually  fecured  themfelves  againil 
one  by  the  pofl  they  took) — or  if  pafling  the  Delaware 
was  their  objed,,  that,  from  the  temper  of  the  people,  the 
profecution  of  it  (if  not  impradlicabie)  would  meet  with 
much  greater  oppofition  than  what  they  expefted  :  for  I 
mud  obferve — -and  with  peculiar  fatisfadlion  I  do  it — that,. 
on  the  iirfrnotice  of  the  enemy's  movements,  the  militia 
afiembled  in  the  moft  fpirited  manner,  firmly  determined 
to  give  them  every  annoyance  in  their  power,  and  to  afford 
us  every  pofTibie  aid.  This  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  men- 
tion in  juftice  to  their  condud' ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  general  Howe's  return,  thus  fud den ly  made,  mull 
have  been  in  confequence  of  the  inform.ation  he  received 
that  the  people  v/ere  in  and  fiying  to  arms  in  every  quarter 
to  oppofe  him.  I  fhall  not  reafon  upon  this  event  :  but  I 
cannot  but  confider  it  as  a  mod  fortunate  and  happy  one 
to  us,  and  the.  mod  diftreffing  Mr,  Howe  has  yet  experi- 
enced, unlefs  he  has  fchemes  in  contemplation  beyond  the 
reach  of  my  conjedure. 

I  fhould  have  written  to  Congrefs  more  frequently  re- 
I]3e6ling  the  enemy  after  they  came  from  Brunfv/ic,  had  I 
not  been  almoff  condaDtly  on  horfe-back,  and  had  their 
'deiigns  been  clear  :  but  as  they  v/ere  not,,  I,  did  not  v/ifh 
to  puzzle  them  with  conjedures,  more  eipecially  as  I  wrote 
general  Afnold  (with  whom  I  v/as  obliged  to  correfpond, 
that  he  might  co-operate  with  me  as  circumftances  fliould 
require)  to  tranfmit  them  copies  of  my  letters. 

Inclofed  yon  will  be  pleafed  to  receive  an  extrad  of  a 
letter  from  colonel  Jackfon  cf  Bofton  to  general  Knox. 
The  intelligence  it  contains  is  interefting  ;  and  I  Ihall  be 
happy  to  hear  that  the  two  brigs  mentioned  have  captured 
the  rem.ainder  of  the  Heffians,  and  more  particularly  fo  if 
the  capture  fhould  not  he  far  from  the  Britifn  coaft,  pro- 
vided they  arrive  fafe. 

Twelve  o^cIocL~l  jufl  now  received  a  letter  from  gen- 
eral Schuyler,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  its  inclofures,  is 
herewith  tranfmitted.  The  enemy,  from  appearances,  hav- 
ing changed  their  views  for  the  prefent,  or  at  leali  ren- 
dered them  dark  and  rayfterious,  I  have  fent  expreffes  to 
brigadiers  M'Dougai  and  Glover  to  halt  their  diviiions,  if 

they 
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they  have  proceeded  any  confiderable  diftance  from  Peekt 
kill,  till  further  orders — otherwife  to  return.  I  have  alfo 
written  to  general  Putnam  to  hold  four  regiments  in  readi- 
nefs  to  embark  for  general  Schuyler's  aid,  fhould  further 
intelligence  from  Canada  refpecfting  the  enemy's  move- 
ments make  it  neceffary.  The  uncertainty  of  general 
Howe's  operations  will  not  permit  more  to  be  done  at 
this  time.  General  Parfons  arrived  here  this  morningj 
and  his  divifion  is  marching  to  their  ground  towards  the 
left  of  the  lines. 

I  omitted  to  mention  in  my  laft,  that,  in  confultation 
with  my  general  officers,  it  was  agreed  that  promotions 
fhould  be  regimental  in  the  army  for  all  officers  under  the 
rank  of  field  officers,— and  for  all  of  that  rank,  in  the  line 
of  their  ftate.  This  is  now  fettled  as  a  general  rule ;  a 
right  being  referved  however,  that  it  may  be  made  for  par- 
ticular merit  out  of  this  line^  or  refufed  for  demerit  or  any 
fubflantial  objedion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec  G.  W» 


SIR,  Head-  ^a  rters^  Middlehrooh ,  'Jims  a  1 ,  1 7  7  7  / 

I  WAS  laft  night  honoured  v^ith  yours  of  yefterday 
morning,  with  its  inclofures,  the  contents  of  which  I  fhall 
duly  attend  to. 

Having  written  fully  yefterday,  and  nothing  new  occur- 
ring fince,  I  have  only  to  requeft  that  you  will  forward  the 
papers  refpedling  the  commiffary's  department  as  foon  as 
poifible.  For  want  of  fome  certain  and  fixed  line  of  duty 
in  this  inftance,  the  commiffary  fays  it  is  impoffible  to  con- 
dud  matters  with  any  propriety. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


Head-Barters,  Middlehrooh,  June  %^,  X777,  II  o' deck,  P.  M. 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  and  pleafure  to  inform  you  that 
the  enemy  evacuated  Brunfwic  this^  morning  and  retired 
to  Amboy,  burning  many  houles   as  they  v/ent   along. 

Some 
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Some  of  them,  from  the  appearance  of  the  ilames,  were 
confiderable  buildlDgs. 

From  feveral  pieces  of  Information  and  from  a  variety  of 
circumftances,  it  was  evident  that  a  movement  was  in  agi- 
tation, and  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  it  was  intended 
this  morning.  I  therefore  detached  three'  brigades  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Greene  to  fall  upon  their 
rear,  and  kept  the  main  body  of  the  army  paraded  upon, 
the  heights,  to  fupport  them  if  there  iliould  be  occafion. 
A  party  of  colonel  Morgan's  regiment  of  light-infantry  at- 
tacked and  drove  the  Hellian  piquet  about  fun-rife  :  and 
upon  the  appearance  of  general  Wayne's  brigade  and  Mor- 
gan's regiment  (who  got  firitto  the  ground)  oppofite  Brunf- 
wic,  the  enemy  immediately  croiTed  the  bridge  to  the  eail 
fide  of  the  river,  and  threw  themfelves  into  redoubts  which 
they  had  before  conilrudled*  Our  troops  advanced  briflcly 
upon  them';  upon  v/hich  they<[uitted  the  redoubts  without 
making  any  cppofition,  and   retired  by  the  Amboy  road. 

As  all  our  troops,  from  the  difference  of  their  iiations 
in  camp,  had  not  come  up  v/hen  the  enemy  began  to  move 
off,  it  was  impoffible  to  check  them,  as  their  numbers  were 
far  greater  than  v/e  had  any  reafon  to  expe6l, — being,  as 
we  were  informed  afterwards,  between  four  and  five  thou- 
fand  men.  Our  men  purfued  them  as  far  as  Pifcatawa  : 
but  finding  it  impoffible  to  overtake  them,  and  fearing  they 
might  be  led  on  too  far  from  the  main  body,  they  returned 
to  Brunfwic. 

By  information  of  the  inhabitants,  general  Howe,  lord 
Cornwallis,  and  general  Grant,  were  in  the  tov/n  when  the 
alarm  was  iirft  given  :  but  they  quitted  it  very  foon  after-^ 

In  the  purfuit,  colonel  Morgan's  riflemen  exchanged 
feveral  fliarp  £res  with  the  enemy,  which,  it  is  imagined, 
did  confiderable  execution.  I  am  in  hopes  that  they  after- 
wards fell  in  v/ith  general  Maxwell,  who  was  detached 
laft  night  with  a  flrong  party,  to  lie  betv\^een  Brunfwic  and 
Amboy  to  intercept  any  convoys  or  parties  that  might  be 
pafling  :  but  I  have  yet  heard  nothing  from  him. 

General  Greene  defires  me  to  make  mention  of  the  con- 
du6l  and  bravery  of  general  Wayne  and  colonel  Morgan, 
and  of  their  off..cers  and  men,  upon  this  occafion,  as  thej 
conftantly  advanced  upon  an  enemy  far  fuperior  to  them  in 
numbers,  and  well  fecurcd  behind  flrong  redoubts. 

Genera! 
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General  Sullivan  advanced  from  Rocky-Hill  to  Brunf- 
'  %vic  with  his  divlfion  ;  but^  as  he  did  not  receive  his  order 
of  march  till  very  late  at  night,  he  did  not  arrive  till  the 
enemy  had  been  gone  fome  time, 

I  have  fent  down  lord  Stirling's  divifion  to  reinforce 
general  Maxwell  ;  and  in  the  morning  I  fhall  move  the 
main  body  of  the  army  to  fome  fecure  poft  nearer  Amboy, 
from  whence  we  can  with  more  eafe  annoy  the  enemy  than 
from  this  diftance.  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  mean  to 
crofs  to  Staten-Ifland  :  if  they  do,  we  may  perhaps  fmd  an 
opportunity  of  making  a  ftroke  upon  their  rear  :  at  any  rate 
we  (liail  have  a  chance  of  obliging  them  to  make  a  total 
evacuation  of  th€  State  of  Jerfey. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  ¥/'. 


S  I  R,  Camp  ai  ^Ihhhto-jjn^  June  25,  I777» 

WHEN  I  had  the  honour  to  addrefs  you  lad,  it  was 
on  the  fubjedl  of  the  enemy's  retreat  from  Brunfwic  to  Am- 
boy, and  of  the  meafures  purfaed  to  annoy  them.  At  the 
time  of  writing,  the  information  I  had  received  refpecling 
their  lofs  was  rather  vague  and  uncertain  ;  but  we  have  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  ^*om  intelligence  through  various  channels 
fince,  that  it  was  pretty  conliderable,  and  fell  chiefly  on  the 
grenadiers  and  light-infantry,  v/ho  formed  their  covering 
party.  The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter,  containing  the  in- 
formation of  a  perfon  juft  from  Nev/-York,  correfponds 
with  other  accounts  on  this  head,  and  with  the  declarations 
of  fome  deferters.  Some  of  the  accounts  are,  that  officers 
were  heard  to  fay  they  had  not  luffered  fo  feverejy  fi nee  the 
afEiir  at  Princeton. 

After  the  evacuation  of  Brunfsvic,  I  determined,  v/ith  the 
advice  of  my  general  officers,  to  move  the  wbc'e  army  the 
next  morning  to  this  pofl',  v/here  they  would  be  nearer  the 
enemy,  and  miight  a6l  according  to  circumftance  •.  In  this 
I  was  prevented  by  rain,  and  they  only  movec  yeflerday 
morning.  I  have  advanced  lord  Stirling's  divifio  i  and  fome 
other  troops  lower  down  in  the  neighbourhood  o^  Metuchia 
meeting'houfe,  and  intended  to  have  polled  more  there  ; 
but  found,  on  reconnoitring  the  ground,  that  it  vas  low  and 
^  '^^*  H.  I  dlfadv^antageous, 
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xJil advantageous,  and  flill  more  unfavourable  through  a  fcar- 
<:ity  of  v/ater.  Thefe  reafons,  added  to  that  of  there  not 
being  the  fmalieftprofpedl:  of  attacking  the  enemy  in  Amboy 
with  a  probabiUty  of  fuccefs — fecured  on  their  flanks  by 
water,  and  in  their  front  by  ftrong  redoubts  acrofs  the 
Neck — v/ould  not  permit  me,  either  in  my  own  opinion  or 
that  of  my  general  officers,  to  keep  any  greater  body  of 
men  in  that  quarter,  where  they  would  have  been  difperfed, 
and  of  confequence  extremely  infecure. 

I  have  light  parties  lying  clofe  on  the  enemy's  lines,  to 
watch  their  motions,  and  who  will  be  ready  to  a<fl  in  con- 
jundion  with  lord  Stirling's  divifion  and  fuch  other  troops 
as  it  may  be  neceffary  to  detach  ;  though  I  think — and  fo 
do  the  reft  of  the  officers — that  no  event  is  likely  to  take 
place  that  will  require  more,  fince  the  idea  of  forcing  their 
lines,  or  bringing  en  a  general  engagement  on  their  own 
ground,  is  univerfally  held  incompatible  with  our  intereft, 
and  that  that  number  is  fufficient  to  avail  us  of  any  advan- 
tages we  can  expert  to  arife  from  their  retreating  from 
.Amboy,  fuppofmg  notice  of  the  fadl  fliould  be  obtained. 
Their  contiguity  to  the  Soun<l,  and  the  fmall  diftance  acrofs 
it,  (having  boats  prepared  to  pafs  in)  will  enable  them  to 
get  off  (fhould  they  fo  incline)  againft  every  prudent  and 
juftifiable  exertion  on  our  part.  Whether  fuch  is  their 
delign,  is  more  than  I  can  pofitively  determine :  but  there 
is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  they  have  been  and  are  tranf- 
porting  their  baggage  to  Staten-Ifland,  and  making  every 
preparation  to  embark  on  board  their  tranlports  for  fome 
new  expedition. 

Your  favour  of  the  twenty-fourth  I  juft  now  received, 
and  am  extremely  obliged  by  your  cordial  congratulations 
on  the  enemy's  retreat  from  Brunfwic,  and  favourable  in- 
terpretation of  the  event  of  my  condudl.  The  refolution 
you  did  m^e  the  honour  to  tranfmit  fhall  have  my  attention. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  an  exprefs  fent  off  to 
general  Maxwell  on  Saturday  night,  to  inform  him  of  gen- 
era! Greene's  movement  towards  Brunfwic  that  he  might 
condud  himfelf  accordingly,  did  not  reach  him.  Wheth- 
er the  exprefs  went  defignedly  to  the  enemy,  or  was  taken, 
is  not  known  :  but  there  is  reafon  to  believe  he  fell  into 
their  hands.     If  general  Maxwell  had  received  the  order, 

there 
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there  is  no  doubt  but  their  \vhole  rear-guard  would  have 
been  cut  oft.  This  the  enemy  confeiTed  themfelves,  as  we 
are  well  informed  by  perfons  in  Bonemtown. 

By  a  reconnoitring  party  jud  returned,  it  is  reported  as 
a  matter  of  doubt  whether  any  of  the  enemy  have  removed 
from  Amboy  ;  though  it  is  almoft  certain  they  have  tranf- 
ported  a  great  deal  of  their  baggage, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,.  &c.  G.  Wo 


SIR,  Camp  ar  Middlehrocl,  June  xt^Z^irr- 

ON  Thurfday  morning  general  Howe  advanced  with 
his  whole  army  in  feveral  cclumns,  from  x^Lmboy,  as  far  as 
Weftfield.  We  are  certainly  informed  that  the  troops  fent 
to  Statcn-Ifland  returned  the  preceding  evening,  and,  it  is 
faid,  w:ith  an  augmentation  of  marines-j io  that  carrying  them 
there  was  a  feint  v/ith  intention  to  deceive  U3.  His  defign 
in  this  fudden  movement  was  either  to  bring  on  a  general 
engagement  upon  difadvantageous  terms,  confidering  mat- 
ters in  any  point  of  view — or  to  cut  off  our  light  parties, 
and  lord  StirHng's  divilion  which  was  fent  down  to  fup- 
port  them — or  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  the  heights  and  paffe? 
in  the  mountains  on  our  left.  The  two  lali:  feemed  to  be 
the  firfl  objedts  of  his  attention,  as  his  march  was  rapid 
againjfl  thefe  parties,  and  indicated  a  ilrong  difr^ofition  to 
gain  thofe  paiTes. 

In  this  htuation  of  affairs  it  was  thought  abfolutely  nec- 
tffary  that  we  fliould  move  our  force  from  the  low  grounds, 
to  occupy  the  heights  before  them  ;  which  was  effeded; 
As  they  advanced,  they  fell  in  with  fome  of  our  light  par- 
ties and  part  of  lord  Stirling's  divifion,  with  which  they 
had  fome  pretty  fmart  fkirmifhing,  v/ith  but  very  little  lofs 
I  beheve  on  our  fide,  except  in  three  field-pieces  which  un- 
fortunately fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  :  but,  not  having 
obtained  returns  yet,  I  cannot  determine  it  with  certainty  ; 
nor  can  we  afcertain  what  the  enemy's  lofs  was. 

As  foon  as  we  had  gained  the  palles,  I  detached  a  body 
of  light  troops  under  brigadier-general  Scott,  to  hang  op. 
their  flank,  and  to  watch^  their  motions  ;  and  ordered  Mor- 
gan's corps  of  riflemen  to  join  him  fmce.     The  enemy  re- 
main eel 
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niained  at  Weftfield  till  yefterday  afternoon,  when,  about 
three  o'clock,  they  moved  towards  Spanktown,  with  our 
light  troops  in  their  rear  and  purfuing.  The  enemy  have 
plundered  all  before  them,  and,  it  is  faid^  burned  feme 
houfes. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  .    G.  W. 


?l£.ad- garter Sy  Mlddlehroch^  June   29,  1777,   9  o'clochy  P.  M, 
SIR, 

I  HAVE  not  been  able  to  afcertain  yet  with  any 
degree  of  precifion  the  lofs*  fuftained  by  the  enemy  in  the 
feveral  ilcirmifhes  on  Thurfday,  though  we  have  many 
reafons  to  believe  it  was  much  more  confiderable  than 
what  it  v/as  apprehended  to  be  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
sddreffing  you  upon  the  fabjedl.  The  inclofed  copy  of  a 
letter  from  lord  Stirling  contains  the  fulled  and  mofl:  par- 
ticular information  that  I  have  received  :  and  the  accounts 
given  by  fundry  inhabitants  to  perfons  who  have  been  in 
the  neighbourhood  where  the  flvirmiihes  were,  and  where 
the  enemy  were  encamped,   countenance  this  intelligence. 

As  to  our  lofs,  as  reported  by  the  enemy,  I  am  perfuad- 
ed  it  is  exaggerated  beyond  all  bounds  of  trudi  or  prob- 
ability^  being  afiiired  by  lord  Stii  ling  that  it  was  trilling — - 
and  by  f;.ch  deferters  as  have  cc  n-e  in,  that  they  faw  but 
very  fev/  prifoners  taken.  It  v-'ould  have  been  certainly 
known  before  this,  (that  is,  the  number  not  yet  returned )- 
had  not  feme  of  the  parties,  and  I  believe  the  moil  which 
were  then  outj  joined  the  corps  fince  detached. 

In  refped  to  the  enemy's  dengns  or  intended  move- 
ments, they  are  not  to  be  determined.  It  is  certain  they 
got  into  Amboy  yefterday  evening  :  and,  from  advices 
this  morning  from  officers  fent  to  South-Araboy  to  obferve 
their  motions,  there  were  ftrong  reafons  to  conclude  they 
v^ere  evacuating  the  town,  as  their  horfe  had  gone  over  to 
Staten-Ifland,  and  as  feveral  boats  v/ere  alfo  pafling  with 
baggage,  and  others  v/itli  troops.  There  were  further  cir- 
cumfknces  favouring  this  opinion,  fach  as  apparent  breach- 
es in  fome  of  their  lines  :  yet  general  SulHvan  informs  m.e, 
bv  a  letter  iufr  now  received,  that,  from  all  the  intelHgence 

he 
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he  has  been  able  to  obtain  to-day>  he  does  not  think  they 
have  any  ferious  intention  of  quitting  it,  and  that  all  their 
movements  are  a  feint,  ojlculated  merely  to  deceive,  and 
to  cover  fome  plans  they  have  in  view. 

I  have  two  brigades — Scott's  and  Conway's — novv^  lying 
at  and  near  Woodbridge,  as  corps  of  obfervation,  and  to  a£t 
as  circumftances  may  require.  General  Sullivan  was  down 
in  the  fame  neighbourhood  with  his  divlfion,  till  this  even- 
ing, when  he  returned,  it  appearing  to  him  unneceffary  to 
remain  longer,  and  that  the  brigades  I  have  mentioned  would 
be  fufficient  for  any  event  likely  to  take  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 

P.  S.  yiine  30- — From  intelligence  received  lad  night, 
the  opinion  that  the  enemy  are  evacuating  Amboy  feems  to 
be  more  confirmed. 

As  the  fads  in  lord  Stirling's  letter  are  rather  taken  up 
on  report  than  from  any  certain  knowledge  of  their  having 
happened,  I  cannot  confider  them  fufficient ly  authentic  for 
publication  ;  nor  are  they  tranfmitted  for  that  purpofe, 
though  I  am  well  perfuaded  the  enemy's  lofs  wtiS  much 
more  confiderable  than  it  was  at  iirft  imagined  to  be.  It 
has  been  reported  to  me  to-day  that  the  enemy  took  fixty- 
four  prifonersin  the  whole.  Whether  they  were  all  of  our 
army,  or  in  part  countrymen,  I  cannot  decide  ;  for^  having 
detached  at  that  time  a  number  of  light  parties,  and  many 
of  them  having  fallen  in  with  the  corps  ordered  out  fince, 
returns  could  not  be  made  with  accuracy.  The  prifoners 
taken  by  us  were  thirteen,  two  of  whom  are  light  dragoons, 
the  reft  infantry.  Generals  Scott  and  Conway  intended 
to  move  towards  Amboy  this  morning  :.  but  it  is  probable 
the  rain  has  prevented  them. 


S  I  R,  Hcad-^ai-iers,  Middlebrook,  July  I,  I777. 

YESTERDAY  afternoon. the  enemy  tctilly  evacua- 
ted Amboy,  and  encamped  oppofite  to  it  on  Stateo-iriand. 
Genera!  Scoit  entered  diredly  after  ;  and  pofling  guards 
to  fzcure  any  (lores  they  might  have  left,  \\z  v/ithdrew  his 
brigade,  and  halted  about  four  miles  from  thence..  'I'hls  ii: 
I  2  ^vas 
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was  expedient  to  do,  it  being  night  when  he  entered,  and 
his  remaining  there  might  have  induced  the  enemy,  whofe 
boats  were  ready,  to  throw  over  a  fuperior  force  in  his  rear. 
He  wrote  me,  he  iliould  return  this  morning,  and  bring  off 
whatever  ftores  he  may  iind  ;  though  there  is  little  reafon 
to  expea  that  they  have  left  any  thing  valuable  behind. 
When  I  am  more  particularly  informed  upon  the  fubjedt, 
I  /liall  take  the  liberty  of  addreffing  you  on  the  fame. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 


Sir,  Camp  at  Midduhrook,  July  2,  I777» 

-^  THE  inclofed  copies  of  general  St.  Clair's  letters, 
tranfiiiitted  yefterday  afternoon  and  laft  night  by  general 
Schuyler,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  fend  you.  The 
intelligence  they  contain  is  important  and  interefting  ;  nor 
are  4.here  circumftances  wanting  befides  thefe,  to  induce  a 
belief,  or  at  lead  to  raife  a  ftrong  prefumption,  that  the 
enemy  have  in  contemplation  a  jundtion  of  their  tv/o  armies 
l)y  way  of  the  Lakes  and  the  North-river.  If  they  have 
liieir  whole  Canada  force  on  the  former,  it  is  certainly  their 
obje<^. 

On  receiving  thefe  accounts,  I  wrote  immediately  to 
general  Putnam  to  embark  Nixon's  brigade  for  reinforcing 
the  northern  army — to  wait  however  the  arrival  or  near 
;ipproach  of  generals  Parfons  and  Varnum's  brigades  from 
this  place,  who  march  this  morning — -or  the  coming  in  of 
an  equal  number  of  militia  to  fupply  their  place  before  they 
iail.  This  1  have  done  by  the  advice  of  my  general  oiE- 
cers,  and  is  all  that  is  thought  pradicable  in  the  prefent  un- 
<;ertain  indeterminate  fituation  of  things.  The  reft  of  the 
army  here  will  be  held  in  readinefs  to  move  according  to 
information  and  circumftances. 

As  I  have  obferved,  if  we  Vv^ere  certain  general  Burgoyne 
was  approaching  Ticonderoga  with  his  whole  army,  I 
fliould  not  hefitate  a  moment  in  concluding  that  it  is  in 
confequence  of  a  preconcerted  plan  with  general  Howe, 
tnd  that  the  latter  is  to  co-operate  with  him,  by  pufliing 
his  whole  force  up  the  North-river,  and  aiming  a  ftroke  in 

the 
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the  ftrft  inftance  and  Immediately  againft  the  Highland  pafT- 
es.  But  as  the  appearance  of  the  enemy  on  the  Lake  may 
be  a  feint,  calculated  to  amufe  and  diftrad  (though  it  may 
feem  like  a  real  attack)  to  draw  this  army  to  Peekikill  and 
more  to  the  northward,  that  general  Howe  may  with  more 
facility  turn  his  arms  againft  Philadelphia — it  has  been  de- 
termined unadvifeable  for  us  to  move  till  we  have  further 
proofs  of  his  intentions,  and  that  our  condudt  muft  be  gov- 
erned by  his. 

Our  (ituation  is  truly  delicate  and  embarrafling.  Should 
we  march  to  Peekfldll,  leaving  general  Howe  on  Staten- 
Ifland,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  him  paffing  to  South 
Amboy,  and  pufhing  from  thence  to  Philadelphia,  or  in 
fliort  by  any  other  route  ;  though  the  marching  fuch  of  his 
troops  from  the  point  oppofite  Amboy  as  were  encamped 
there,  and  the  failing  of  the  (hips  from  Princefs-bay  yef« 
terday  morning,  are  circumftances  indicating  that  an  em- 
barkation has  or  will  take  place.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  North-river  and  the  pofTelKon  of  the  Highlands  are  his 
objeds,  our  remaining  here  till  his  views  are  certainly 
known  may  fubjedl  us  to  a  rifle  that  we  wifh  to  avoid. 

Thus,  let  us  examine  matters  as  we  will,  difficulties  ftare 
us  in  the  face.  We  fliall  attempt  to  confalt,  and  to  do  the 
beft  we  can.  I  have  written  to  generals  Putnam  and 
George  Clinton  fully  upon  the  fubjed,  urging  them  to  put 
forth  every  exertion  in  their  power,  and  inftantly  to  call  in 
a  refpe6lable  body  of  militia  to  aid  in  the  defence  of  thofe 
important  ports  at  this  critical  conjun£lure.  I  truft  they 
will  come  out ;  their  fervices  in  all  probability  will  not  be 
wanted  but  for  a  very  fhort  time. 

I  muft  earneftly  requeft  that  you  will  fend  Mr.  Stew- 
art, the  iftuing  commiffary-general,  to  camp  ijn mediately. 
There  is  reafon  to  apprehend  the  army  will  be  in  great 
diftrefs  and  confufion  for  want  of  iffuing  commiffaries  in 
three  or  four  days.  On  Saturday,  thofe  with  Mr.  Trum- 
bull declare  they  will  leave  him,  without  they  are  put  on  a 
different  footing  from  what  they  now  are.  I  need  not 
mention  the  confequences  that  will  refult  from  fuch  an 
event,  if  there  are  not  others  here  to  fupply  their  places. 

There  is  one  thing  more  I  would  add,  which  is,  that 
there  is  not  more  than  forty  tiaoufand  dollars  in  the  milita- 
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ry  cheft,  and  two  months'  pay  due  to  all  the  army,  except 
two  or  three  regiments  which  have  juft  obtained  warrants, 
A  hundred  and  fifty-fix  thoufand,  out  of  the  laft  fupply 
fent  the  paymafter,  I  was  obliged  to  order  to  Pcekfkill  for 
the  troops  in  that  quarter,  whofe  demands  are  great  and 
prefling  alfo.  I  muft  earneftly  entreat  that  you  will  for- 
ward a  fupply  diredlly  to  the  paymafter  : — fhould  we  be 
obliged  to  move  before  the  troops  are  paid,  much  uneafinefs 
and  murmuring  will  be  the  certain  attendants,  anid>  1  fear, 
fomething  worfe. 

As  the  enemy  v/ill  adopt  every  ftratagem  and  device  to 
deceive  and  diftradl  us,- — notwithftanding  the  prefent  ap- 
pearance in  favour  of  their  making  an  expedition  up  the 
North-river,  1  doubt  not  but  you  will  have  the  moft  vigi- 
lant look-outs  kept  along  Delaware-bay,  and  proper  ex- 
preffes  and  fignals  for  communicating  the  earlieft  intelligence. 
I  think  it  would  be  highly  expedient  that  fome  fenfible 
judicious  men  ftiould  be  employed  in  that  bufinefs  at  this 
time,  who  would  view  things  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  from 
whofe  accounts  certain  inferences  and  conclufions  may  be 
drav/n,  fo  as  to  form  a  proper  line  for  our  condud:.  The 
moft  fatal  confequences  may  flow  from  falfe  information 
at  this  period :  things  fhould  be  examined  with  all  poiiible 
certainty.  I  iliall  not  be  furprifed  to  hear  of  feverai  fhips 
appearing  in  or  off  Delaware,  though  general  Howe's  def- 
tination  fliould  be  elfewherCo  Their  fleet  give  thenithe 
moft  fignal  advantages,  and  an  opportunity  of  pradlifing  a 
thoufand  feints. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bej,8cc.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head-Barters,  Morrifaivn,  July  7,  I7 7 7. 

I  WAS  this  morning  honoured  with  yours  of  the 
fifth,  with  fundry  refolves  of  Congrefs  to  which  I  fiiall  pay 
due  attention. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  fituation  of  the  enemy 
upon  Statep-lfland  fince  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  fifth  :  but 
I  have  this  morning  received  an  account  from  Elizabeth- 
Town,  which  mentions  that  a  perfon  had  juft  come  from 
the  ifland,  who   informs  that  fmall  craft   are    conftantly. 

plying 
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plying  between  New- York  and  the  fleet,  laden  with  of- 
iii:ers'  baggage  and  ftores  put  up  in  packages,  and  marked 
with  their  names  and  regiments  ;  and  that  tranfports  are 
fitted  up  with  ftalls  over  their  main  decks  for  the  recep- 
tion of  horfes.  This  looks  as  if  a  longer  voyage  was  in- 
tended than  up  the  North-river,, 

1  have  given  notice  to  all  the  eaftern  States  to  be  upon 
their  guard,  fhould  the  fleet  put  to  fea  and  fleer  that  way  : 
and  I  think  the  works  upon  and  obilrudlons  in  the  Del- 
aware fhould  be  carried  on  with  fpirit,  and  completed  as 
far  as  poilible,  left  they  fliould  vifit  that  quarter.  I  think 
the  fouthern  States  fhould  alfo  be  advifed  of  the  uncertain- 
ty of  the  next  operation  of  the  enemy,  that  they  may  alfo  be 
making  fuch  preparations  as  they  may  judge  neceffary. 

I  fliali  make  inquiry  into  the  number  of  arras  at  prefent 
at  Springiield  :  and  i£  any  can  poffibly  be  fpared  to  the 
State  of  Connedlicut,  they  fliall  have  all  or  part  of  thofe 
requefted  by  governor  Trumbull.  General  Knox  experts 
the  return  on  Saturday  from  Springfield  ;  and  I  can  then 
determine  the  matter. 

I  am  pleafed  to  hear  that  a  fupply  of  money  is  upon  the 
road,  as  there  is  two  months'  pay  due  to  the  troops. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  d  W. 

P.  S,  The  inclofed  piece  of  information  Is  juft  fent  to 
ine  by  general  Forman,  which  is  con  firmed  in  feveral  par- 
ticulars by  two  dv^ferters  from  the  fleet,  v/bo  hh  it  yefler- 
day  morning. 


SIR,  £{ead- Quarters,  A'Xorrijloiun^  y^h  9>  '^111' 

THE  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  commiffary- 
general  of  provifions,  and  the  information  you  will  receive 
from  major  Hoops,  will  convince  Congrefs  of  the  diftrefs 
and  confiifion  prevailing  in  that  department.  Without 
fomething  is  done  in  aid  of  Mr.  Trumbull  immediately, 
this  army  muft  be  difbanded :  if  the  prefent  difficulties 
continue,  it  is  impofTible  it  can  exift.  I  entreat  Congrefs 
to  take  the  matter  under  their  moft  early  confideration, 
and  to  make  fuch  provifjon  as  the  exigency  and  importance 
of  the  cafe  demands.     I  know  not  but  we  fhall  be  obliged 

to 
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to  move  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  hours  ;  when,  from  the 
fituation  of  things  in  this  line,  we  fhall  have  more  to  dread 
than  from  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Scc^  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Morrj/Ioivfty  July  10,  1 7 77. 

I  THIS  morning  received  a  letter  of  the  feventh  in- 
ftant  from  general  Schuyler,  a  copy  of  which,  and  of  its  in- 
clofure,  I  herewith  fend  you.  The  intelligence  which  they 
contain  is  truly  interefting^  fuppofing  it  juft  :  but  it  differs 
(o  widely  from  what  we  had  reafon  to  expedl  from  the  ac- 
counts mentioned  in  general  St.  Clair's  letters  to  general 
Schuyler  (copies  of  which  you  wouJd  receive  in  his  letter 
tranfmitted  from  hence  laft  night  by  major  Hoops)  that  I 
would  fain  flatter  myfelf  it  is  not  true.  I  am  the  more 
encouraged  to  hope  this,  as  captain  Farm  am' &  letter  from 
Fort- Ann  to  brigadier  Learned  feeras  to^  be  the  founda- 
tion of  the  whole,  and  does  not  authorife  the  unfavourable 
and  unhappy  conclufions  built  upon  it,  I  ihould  rather 
fuppofe,  if  any  accident  has  befallen  us,  it  muft  have  hap- 
pened to  the  detachment  of  men  from  the  Grants,  under 
colonel  Warner :  for  we  find  from  general  St.  Clair's  let- 
ters, he  expelled  fomething  from  htm.  The  whole  ac- 
count is  fo  confufed  that  we  cannot  eflablilh  any  certain 
dedu(^ion  from  it;  and  1  fhall  be  happy  if  it  proves  pre- 
mature and  groundlefs. 

I  am  told  by  a  gentleman  who  came  to  camp  yefterday 
evening,  that  Nixon's  brigade  would  certainly  arrive  at  Al- 
bany on  Tuefday  morning,  as  he  faw  the  veffels,  in  which 
It  was  embarked,  ftanding  wp  the  evening  before  with  a 
fair  wind- 

If  the  event  mentioned  by  general  Schuyler  fhould  not 
have  happened,  we  cannot  doubt  but  general  Burgoyne  has 
come  up  the  Lake,  determined,  if  poiTible,  to  carry  his 
point, — I  mean,  to  pofTefs  himfelf  of  our  pofts  in  that 
quarter,  and  to  pufh  his  arms  further.  Suppofing  this  not 
.  to  have  happened,  as  our  continental  levies  are  fo  deficient 
in  their  number,  our  fecurity  and  fafety  will  require  that 
aids  from  the  militia  diould  be  called  forth  in  cafes  of 

emergency: 
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emergency :  if  It  has,  there  Is  now  an  abfolute  neccffity 
for  their  turning  out  to  check  general  Burgoyne's  progrefs  | 
or  the  mofl:  difagreeable  confequences  may  be  apprehendede 
Upon  this  occaiion  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  fuggeft  to 
Congrefs  the  propriety  of  fending  an  adive,  fpirited  of- 
ficer, to  condudl  and  lead  them  on.  If  general  Arnold 
has  fettled  his  affairs,  and  can  be  fpared  from  Philadelphia, 
I  would  recommend  him  for  this  bufinefs,  and  that  he 
ihould  immediately  fet  out  for  the  northern  department : 
he  is  adlive,  judicious,  and  brave,  and  an  officer  in  whom 
the  militia  will  repole  great  confidence.  Beiides  this,  he 
h  well  acquainted  with  that  country,  and  with  the  routes 
and  mofl  important  paffes  and  defiles  in  it.  I  do  not 
think  he  can  render  more  fignal  fervices,  or  be  more  ufe- 
fully  employed  at  this  time,  than  in  this  way.  I  am  per- 
fuaded  his  prefence  and  adtivity  will  animate  the  militia 
greatly,  and  fpur  them  on  to  a  becoming  condu6>.  I  could 
wifh  him  to  be  engaged  in  a  more  agreeable  fervice — to 
be  with  better  troops :  but  circumflances  call  for  his  exer- 
tions in  this  way,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of  his  adding  much 
to  the  honours  he  has  already  acquired. 

In  confequence  of  the  advices  from  general  St.  Clair, 
and  the  flrong  probability  there  is  that  general  Howe  will 
pufh  againft  the  Highland  pafles  to  co-operate  with  general 
Burgoyne,  I  fhall,  by  the  advice  of  my  officers,  move  the 
army  from  hence  to-morrow  morning  towards  the  North- 
river.  If  fuch  fliould  be  his  intention,  we  fhall  not  be  too 
early,  as  a  favourable  wind  and  tide  will  carry  him  up  in  a 
few  hours.  On  the  other  hand,  if  Philadelphia  Is  his  ob- 
je6l,  he  cannot  get  round  before  we  can  arrive  there  ;  nor 
can  he  well  debark  his  troops,  8cc.  and  proceed  acrofs  the 
land,  before  we  can  oppofe  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc.  G.  W* 


SIR,  Pompton  Plains,  July  I2»  1 777. 

WHEN  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  you  lafl, 
I  hoped  the  intelligence  received  refpeding  our  affiiirs  in 
the  northern  department  was  not  true,  or  at  leafl  that  they 
were  not  fo  unfavourable  as  they  were  then  reprefented. 

But 
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But  the  Inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Schuylerj, 
which  came  to  hand  yefterday  evening,  <:on&ms  it,  moil 
tinhappily  for  us,  in  its  fuileft  latitude*  This  event,  (the 
evacuation  of  our  ports  on  the  Lake)  among  the  moft  un* 
fortunate  that  could  have  befallen  us, — is  rendered  more 
interefting  by  the  manner  in  which  it  took  place.  I  have 
no  further  information  upon  the  fiibje€l  than  what  the  copy 
contains,  and  (hall  be  happy  to  hear  by  my  next  advices^ 
that  the  main  body  of  the  army,  of  whofe  fituation  general 
Schuyler  knew  nothing  with  certainty,  have  not  become 
prifoners  i  for  1  fear,  from  the  difpofition  they  difcovered 
on  this  diftreffing  occafion,  they  would  have  furrendered 
to  the  enemy,  in  cafe  they  fell  in  with  them,  though  infe« 
rior  in  number. 

In  refpedl:  to  general  Schuyler's  demands,  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  comply  with  the  whole  of  them.  Not  a  An- 
gle tent  can  be  furnilhed  :  the  kettles  will  be,  and  are  or- 
dered on  ;  and  an  exprefs  is  going  to  Springfield  for  all 
the  muflcet-cartridges,  fixty  barrels  of  powder,  and  a  pro* 
portion  able  quantity  of  lead  and  cartridge-paper  for  his  ufe. 
Ten  pieces  of  artillery,  v/ith  harnefs,  are  alfo  ordered,  with 
proper  officers  from  Peekfldll.  I  have  v;ritten  to  him  to 
procure  horfes  and  drivers  himfelf,  as  they  are  to  be  ob- 
tained with  much  more  eafe  where  he  is,  than  here  ;  nor 
can  he  be  fupplied  with  the  heavy  cannon  which  he  requefts, 
fuppofing  them  necefTary,-— not  having  one  to  fpare  from  a 
more  important  ufe,-^the  defence  of  the  Highlands. 
Colonel  Putnam,  I  imagine,  will  be  with  him  before  this, 
as  his  regiment  is  part  of  Nixon's, brigade, — who  will  an- 
fwer  every  purpofe  he  can  poiTibly  have  for  an  engineer  at 
this  crifis.  A  fupply  of  intrenching  toofe  was  fent  him 
four  or  Ryq  days  ago,  in  confequence  of  an  application 
then  made. 

I  fliould  be  extremely  happy  if  our  ficuation  would  allow 
me  to  afford  him  a  large  reinforcement  of  men  :  but  I 
cannot  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  in  the  opinion  of  my 
general  officers,  fend  more  to  his  aid  at  this  time  than  a 
number  of  recruits  on  the  march  from  Maffachufetts  State, 
belonging  to  fome  of  the  regiments  under  his  command, 
who  amount  to  fix  hundred  at  leaft,  and  are  now,  I  ex- 
pe^,  pretty  well  advanced  towards  Peekiliill.     With  this 

augmentation 
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augmentation  to  what  he  already  has, — f-ippofing  general 
St.  Clair  and  his  force  to  have  come  in,  and  any  number 
of  militia  to  have  turned  out, — he  will  have  an  army,  equal 
if  not  ftiperior  to  general  Burgoyne's,  from  the  only  accounts 
v/e  have  obtained.  Befides  this  confiderati.on,  it  is  mod: 
probable  that  general  Burgoyne  will  fafpend  his  operations 
till  general  Howe  makes  a  movement  and  an  effort  l^  his 
part.  His  defigns,  1  think,  are  mofl:  unqueftionably  againft 
the  Highlands,  and  that  he  will  attempt  the  execution  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

We  have  been  prevented  marching  to-day  by  the  rain  ; 
but,  as  foon  as  the  weather  permits,  (hall  proceed  as  expe- 
ditioLiily  as  we  can  towards  the  North-river,  and  crofs,  or 
not,  as  fhall  appear  neceffary  from  circumftances. 

In  my  lad  I  took  the  liberty  of  fuggefling  the  propriety 
offending  an  adive  officer  to  animate  the  militia  that  may 
affemble  for  checking  ge-ieral  Burgoyne's  progrefs,  and 
mentioned  general  Arnold  for  that  purpofe.  Being  more 
and  more  convinced  of  the  important  advantages  that  will 
refult  from  his  prefence  and  condudl,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  repeat  my  wifhes  on  the  fubjed,  and  that  he  may, 
without  a  moment's  lofs  of  time,  fet  out  from  Philadelphia 
for  that  purpofe. 

When  this  arrives,  it  Is  likely  general  Howe's  intentioa 
will  be  wsll  underftood  :  but  whether  it  is  or  not,  as  there 
are  ftrong  reafons  to  believe  his  operations  will  be  up  th$ 
North-river  and  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  I  fhall  take  the  lib- 
erty to  recommend  the  fending  on  the  North-Carolina  and 
other  continental  troops  at  Philadelphia,  to  join  the  army, 
unlefs  Congrefs  have  fome  information  that  a  fouthern  ex- 
pedition is  intended,  of  which  I  am  not  apprifed. 

Jf  Congrefs  have  taken  colonel  Procter  and  his  corps 
into  the  fervice  of  the  States,  it  will  be  expedient  for  them  •- 
to  come  on  with  all  the  field-artillery  which  colonel  Flow- 
ers thecommifTary  may  have  ready.  This  I  have  been 
induced  to  mention,  having  heard  Congrefs  were  about  to 
adopt  them,  and  as  our  demand  for.  artillerills  is  great.  I 
would  alfo  obferve  that  the  Situation  of  our  affiiirs  has  be- 
come fo  delicate  and  embarrafling-^by  the  late  misfortune 
we  have  experienced,  that  it  is  much  to  be  wifhcd  fbme 
expedient  could  be  ccme  into,  if  there  be  any  more  effica- 
^''■^^'  II.  K  cigus 
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clous  than  what  has  been  aheady  recommended,  for  filling 
and  complethig  the  feveral  regiments.  At  prefent  they 
only  count  in  number,  but  not  in  force,  being  moft  fharae-» 
fully  deficient  in  their  juft  complements. 

Your  letter  of  the  eighth  was  duly  received  f  and,  agree- 
able to  your  requeil,  X  communicated  to  generals  Greone 
and  Kn^fC  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  refpedling  them  and 
general  Sullivan,  the  laft  of  whom  I  have  not  k^n  finoe  it 
came  to  hand, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Half  after  eighty  P.  M. — -I  this  minute  received 
a  letter  of  the  ninth  from  general  Schuyler,  a  copy  of 
which,  and  of  the  proclamation  alluded  to,  you  have  in- 
clofed.  I  fear  more  and  more  that  general  St.  Clair  and 
his  army  are  prifoners. 


VanaukrSi  eight  miles  from  Pompton  Plaim^  J"h  ^4>''I777« 
£  I  R, 

I  ARRIVED  here  this  afternoon  with  the  army, 
after  a  very  fatiguing  march,  owing  to  the  roads,  which 
have  become  extremely  deep  and  miry  from  the  late  rains. 
I  intend  to  proceed  in  the  morning  towards  the  North- 
river  if  the  vv^eather  permits  :  at  prefent  it  is  cloudy  and 
heavy,  and  there  is  an  appearance  of  more  rain. 

By  the  expreis  who  will  deliver  this,  I  juft  now  received 
a  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  advifing  for  the  firft  time 
that  general  St.  Glair  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
As  the  exprefs  has  a  large  packet  for  Congrefs  from  gen- 
eral Schuyler,  I  prefiime  they  will  be  informed  of  all  the 
intelligence  he  was  poffeffed  of  refpeding  our  affairs  in  his 
department,  and  therefore  fhall  not  trouble  them  with  a 
copy  of  his  letter  to  myfelf  upon  the  fubjedl:.  I  ftiould  be 
happy  if  they  had  a^nore  J^greeable  afped  than  they  feem 
to  have. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

Cdmp 
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S'l  R,  Ca/^^J^  near  the  Clove,  July  l6,  I777. 

I  WAS  yeflerday  evening  honoured  with  yours  of 
the  fourteenth.  I  have  heard  nothing  from  the  northward 
fince  my  kit.  I  this  day  received  advice  from  Staten- 
Ifland,  that,  on  Sunday,  feventy  fail  of  the  enemy's  fliips 
fell  down  from  the  watering- place  to  the  Hook:  hut 
whether  they  have  fmce  gone  out  to  fca,  Ihave  not  heard. 
Till  I  have  more  certain  information  of  the  ftate  of  our 
affairs  to  the  northward,  and  of  general  Howe's  real  i  v 
tentions,  I  have  concluded  to  halt  the  army  at  this  place, 
from  whence  I  can  either  march  forward  or  return,  as 
circumftances  may  require. 

If  general  Nafh  fhould  not  have  begun  his  march  before 
this  reaches  you,  bepleafed  to  order  him  to  proceed  as  fir 
as  Trenton  onfy,  and  there  wait  my  further  orders.  In 
cafe  he  (hould  have  marched,  be  pleafed  to  diipatch  an  ex- 
prefs  after  him,  with  orders  to  halt  at  Trenton. 

I  am  pleafed  to  hear  that  you  have  taken  colonel  PrOv"- 
ter's  corps  of  artillery  into  continental  fervice.  You  will 
be  kind  enough  to  order  them  to  join  the  army  immedi- 
ately :  for  I  exped  the  light  artillery  in  a  few  days  from 
the  eaftward  ;  and  artillery-men  will  be  wanted  to  man 
them. 

I  have  no  doubt  but  the  militia  from  the  weftern  parts 
of  New-England  will  turn  out  to  general  Schuyler's  aflift- 
ance,  as  I  hope  thofe  of  this  State  and  Jerfey  will  to  mine, 
fliould  they  be  wanted. 

I  (hall  be  very  happy  if  the  committee  of  Congrefs  can 
arrange  the  commiffary's  department  in  fach  a  manner  as 
will  fatisfy  the  officers  concerned  in  the  bufinefs,  and  at 
the  fame  time  ferve  to  fupply  the  army  v/ith  more  regular- 
ity than  has  been  done  for  fome  time  pafl.  I  can  aiTure 
you  the  complaints  have  been  many  of  late,  and  not  with- 
out foundation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Camp  at  the  Clovcy  July  16,1777, 

I  BEG  leave  to  congratulate  Congrefs  on  the  captiv- 
ity  of  major-general  Prefcot  and  one  of  his  aides.     The 

particular! 
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particulars  of  this  fortunate  event  you  will  find  in  the  inclof- 
ed  extract  of  a  letter  this  minute  received  from  general 
Spencer,  which,  I  prefume,  are  at  large  in  the  packet  Mr. 
Green  leaf  will  deliver.  Lieutenant-colonel  Barton,  wha 
conduclcd  the  enterprife,  and  the  fmali  handful  under  his 
command,  hav:e  great  merit.  I  (hall  immediately  propofe 
to  general  Howe  his  exchange  for  that  of  major-general 
Lee,  whicTi,  if  acceded  to,  will  not  only  do  away  one 
ground  of  controverfy  between  general  Howe  and  myfelf, 
but  vAll  releafe  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  and  the  Hci- 
iian  iield-officers,  and  procure  the  eniargment  of  an  equal 
ruimber  of  ours  in  his  hands. 

Li  mine  of  this  morning  I  defired  that  colonel  Profler's 
regiment  fliouid  join  this  army  without  lofs  of  time.  Up- 
on confulting  general  Knox,  we  are  of  opinion  they  had 
better  halt  at  Trenton  with  general  NaOi  till  further  or- 
ders, as  the  operations  of  general  Howe  are  not  yet  per- 
feclly  underftood.  I  hu;.e  nothing  nev/  from  the  north- 
ern department,~and  orh;  to  add,  that  I  have  the  honour 
to  be,  with   great  refpc-t%  Sir,  your  mod  obediept  fervant, 

G.  W. 


SIR,  Ca7xJ^  at  the  Clove,  July  1 8, 1 7  77. 

I  JUST  nov/  received  a  letter  from  general  Schuy- 
le^Vy  of  the  fourteenth  in  (Ian  t^  inclofing  the  proceedings  of 
the  council  of  war  which  lie  alludes  to,  a  copy  of  which, 
and  of  his  letter,  I  herewith  tranfmit.  He  reprefents  mat- 
ters in  a  diitrefTmg  point  of-saew,  I  believe  they  are  bad  : 
but  I  hope  they  are  notfo  alarming  as  they  are  painted  by 
l)ini. 

My  letter  of  the  twelfth  would  advife  Congrefs  how  far 
his  demand  of  necefTaries  had  or  would  be  complied  with. 
In  addition  to  the  fupplies  then  ordered,  1  dire6]:ed,  a  day 
or  two.  after,  fix  tons  of  mufket-ball  to  be  forwarded  to  him 
from  Peekfldll  with  all  pofTible  expedition,  which,  I  doubt 
Dot,  have  arrived  at  Albany.  As  to  fending  him  more 
troops  than  thofe  mentioned  in  my  letter  above  referred  to, 
it  is  not  in  my  power  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  the  force  he 
»ow  haS;  with  fuch  fuccour  as  may  be  had  from  the  mi- 
litia, 
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litia,  if  well  condudled,  would  greatly  if  not  effejSlually  flop 
general  Burgoyne's  progrefs. 

General  Arnold  arrived  here  laft  night,  and  will  fet  out 
this  evening  for  Albany.  From  his  a(5livity  and  difpofi- 
tion  for  enterprife,  I  flatter  myfe If  his  prefence  and  aflift- 
ance  in  that  quarter  will  be  attended  with  happy  confe- 
quences  :  I  am  well  aflured  his  utmoft  exertions  will  be 
employed  to  baffle  the  enemy's  views  :  and,  wifhing  that 
they  may  fucceed,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &g. 

G.W, 


To  the  Commttiee  of  Congrefsf  on  a  v'tfit  to  the  Camp,'  ■ 

GENTLEMEN,  Camp  at  the  Clo've,  July  K),  T^lll . 

THE  litfek  notice  I  had  of  your  coming  to  the  s^- 
my,  and  the  fhortnefe  of  your  ftay  in  camp,  will  more  than 
probably  occafion  the  omiilion  of  many  matters  which  of 
right  ought  to  be  laid  before  you;  and  the  interruption 
which  my  thoughts  conflantly  meet  by  a  variety  of  occur- 
rences, mufl  apologize  for  the  crude  and- indige(kd  manner 
in  which  they  are  offered* 

The  completion  of  the  continental  regiments  is  a  matter 
of  fuch  infinite  importance,  that  I.think  no  meajis  Ihould 
be  left  uneffayed  to  accompliSi  it.  Draughting,  where  the 
powers  of  government  are  adequate,  would  be  the  Ipeedieft 
and  moft  effe(51:ual  :  but  if  it  fhould  be  thought  unadvifea- 
hie  to  attempt  this  -^mode, — next  to  it  I  would  recommend 
that  the  bufinefs  of  recruiting  fhould  be^  taken  entirely  out 
of  the.  hands- of  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  that  each 
State  fhould  appoint  fome  perfon  of  known  activity  (one, 
for  inibnce,  who  has  been  a  good  under-flierlff )  in  each 
county, or  townihip,  ,  not  only. to  recruit,  but  to  apprehend 
deferters  ;— thefe  perfons  to  be  liberally  rewarded  for  each 
recruit  and  deferter  whom  they  fhall  deliver,  at  flated  pe- 
riods and  places,  to  officers  appointed  to  receive,  difcipline, 
and  march  them  to  the  army; — none  of  thefe  recruiteis 
to  have  the  fmaliefl  power  to  a(5l  out  of  their  own  diftrids, 
but  to  be  abfolutely  fixed  to  them. 

A  mode  of  this  kind  would,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be 

kfs   burdenfome  to  the  public  than  the  prefcntj — prevent 

K  2  the 
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the  Idle  habits  which  recruiting  officers  contrad,  not  only 
injurious  to  themfelves,  but  to  others, — the  moft  effedual 
means  which  can  be  devifed  for  the  recovery  of  deferters, 
- — the  fureft  way  of  keeping  your  regiments  of  equal 
ftrength,  and  of  making  the  duty  more  equal  in  the  detail 
of  it:  in  a,  word,  many  valuable  advantages  would  refult 
fi*om  it,  whilft  I  can  fuggefl:  but  one  reafon  againft  it, — 
and  that  (fully  fatisfied  I  am)  when  weighed  in  the  fcale 
of  intereft,  will  not  operate, — I  mean,  the  keeping  fo  many 
officers  in  camp,  who  might  be  fpared  from  the  duties  of 
the  field  till  the  regiments  are  ftronger  than  at  prefent. 
The  fixteen  additional  regiments  labour  under  fuch  dif- 
advantages  in  fome  States,  as  to  render  the  interpofition  of 
Congrefs,   in  fome  fhape  or  other,  indifpenfably  necefTary, 

With  refped  to  food,  confidering  we  are  in  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfive  and  abundant  country,  no  army  was  ever  worfe  fup- 
plied  than  ours,  with  many  effentlal  articles  of  it.  Our 
foidiers,  the  greateft  part  of  laft  campaign  and  the  whole 
of  this,  have  fcarcely  tafted  any  kind  of  vegetables,-^--had 
but  little  fait ; — and  vinegar,  which  would  have  been  a  tol- 
erable fubftitute  for  vegetables,  they  have  been  in  a  great 
meafure  ftrangers  to.  Neither  have  they  been 'provided 
with  proper  drink  :  beer  or  elder  feldom  comes  within 
-the  verge  of  the  camp,  and  rum  in  much  too  fmall  quanti- 
ties. Thus,  to  devouring  large  quantities  of  animal  food 
un tempered  by  vegetables  or  vinegar,  or  by  any  kind  of 
drink  but  water, — and  eating  indifierent  bread,  (but  for 
this  lad  a  remedy  is  provided)— :-are  to  be  afciibed  the 
many  putrid  difeaf^s  incident  to  the  army,  and  the  lament- 
able mortality  that  attended  us  hii  campaign.  If  thefe 
evils  can  be  remedied,  the  expenfe  and  trouble  ouglu  not  ] 
to  be  obftacles.  Though  fome  kinds  of  vegetables  are  not  ] 
to  be  had,  others  are,  which,  together  with  four  krout 
and  vinegar,  might  eafily  be  had,  if  proper  perfons  ac^ 
quainted  with  the  bufrefs  were  employed  theiein. 

Soap  is  another  article   in    great   denrand.     The  conti-  I 
nental  allowance    is  too  fniali  :  and,  dear  as  every  necef- 
fary  of  life  is  now  got,   a  foldier's  pay  will  nor  enable  him 
to  puvchafe  ;  by  which  means  his  coniecuent  dirtinefs  adds 
Bot  a  little  to  the  diicaics  of  the  army. 

I  hayel 
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I  have  no  reafon  to  accufe  the  clothler-general  of  inat- 
tention to  his  department  ;  and  therefore,  as  his  fupplies 
are  incompetent  to  the  wants  of  the  army,  I  am  to  fup- 
pofe  his  refources  are  unequal.  Ought  not  each  State  then 
to  be  called  upon  to  draw  fuch  fupplies  from  the  country 
manufadories,  as  can  be  afforded  ?  particularly  of  ihoes, 
(lockings,  fhirts  and  blankets, — articles  indifpenfabiy  nec- 
eflary,  and  of  which  fcarce  too  many  can  be  provided  :— - 
in  the  mean  while,  every  provifion  to  be  making,  for  cloth- 
ing the  troops  uniformly  and  warm  in  the  winter.  It  is 
a  maxim  which  needs  no  illuilration,  that  nothing  can  be 
of  more  importance  in  an  army,  than  the  clothing  and 
feeding  it  well.  On  thefe  the  health,  comfort  and  fpirits 
of  the  foldiers  effentially  depend ;  and  it  is  a  melancholy 
facl:,  that  the  American  army  are  miferably  defedlive  in 
both  thefe  refpeds.  The  diilrefs  moft  of  them  are  in  for 
want  of  clothing  is  painful  to  humanity,  difpiriting  to  them- 
felves,  and  difcouraging  to  every  officer.  It  makes  every 
pretenfion  to  the  prefervation  of  cleanlinefs  impojSible,  ex- 
pofes  them  to  a  variety  of  diforders,  and  abates  or  deftroys 
that  military  pride,  without  v/hich  nothing  can  be  expeded 
fiom  any  army. 

The  confequence  of  giving  rankindifcriminately  is  much 
to  be  dreaded  :  great  difTatisfadlion  has  aheady  arifen  oji 
account  of  beftowing  this  on  officers  in  the  civil  departments 
of  the  army,  on  the  inferior  (lafT,  waggon -ra after,  &c.  who, 
by  cuftom,  propriety,  and  every  other  motive,  are  excluded 
from  it  in  all  well-regulated  armies.  The  too  great  liber- 
ality pradlifed  in  this  refped  will  deftroy  the  pride  of  rank 
where  it  ought  to  exift,  and  will  not  only  render  it  cheap, 
but  contemptible.  It  is  the  policy  of  all  armies  to  make  it 
valued  and  refpccled,  as  a  ftimulus  to  efiiulationj  and  an 
incitement  to  bold  and  gallant  undertakings  :  it  muft  be 
very  unadvifeable  therefore,  in  our  infint-  fcate  of  v;ar,  to 
adopt  nbvel  cuiloms  to  bring  it  into  difcredit — which  muU 
and  will  ber  tlie  confequence  of  making  it  too  comm6n,  be- 
fldto  the  difpud  it  creates  in^others. 

An  auditor  of  accounts,  to  be  conflantly  with  the  army, 
is  abfblutcly  requifite.  It  is  impoilible  forn^a,  crowded  as  I 
am  with  oilier  bufinefsj  to  examine  and  adjud  the  numerous 
complex  accounts   of  the  army  with  that  corrednefs- the 
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public  have  a  right  to  expedl,  before  warrants  pafs  for  pay- 
ment 5  and,  wkhout  doing  it,  great  impofitions  may  follow. 
Theprovifion  for  making  regimental  pay-mafters  regulate  all 
regimental  accounts  is  altogether  incompetent  to  the  end 
propofed  from  it :  for  thefe  men  being  appointed  generally 
agreeable  to  the  recommendation  of  the  field-officers  of  the 
regiments  they  belong  to — affociating  conftantly  with  the 
officers  of  their  corps,  and  in  a  great  meafure  under  their 
control — cannot  be  confidered  as  fufficiently  uninfluenced  : 
nor  are  auditors  at  a  diftance  from  the  army  of  much  ufe, 
as  it  would  require  a  delay  not  admiilible,  to  fend  accounts 
to  them  to  audit  before  they  were  paffed  and  paid  in  con- 
fequence  of  warrants  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  thc- 
army. 

A  good  geographer,  to  furvey  the  roads  and  take  fketch- 
es  of  the  country  where  the  army  is  to  ad,  would  be  ex- 
tremely ufeful,  and  might  be  attended  t  with  exceeding 
valuable  confequences.  He  might  with  propriety. have  the 
chief  direction  of  the  guides,  and  muft  have  a  head  to  pro- 
cure, govern,  and  pay  them.  If  fuch  a  perfon  fhould  be 
approved  of,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  Mr.  Robert 
Erlldne,  who  is  thoroughly  flcilled.  in  this  bufinefs,  lias  al- 
ready affifted  us  in  making  maps  of  the  country,  and  has 
(as  I  am  informed)  uniformly  fupported  the  charader  of 
a  faft  friend  to  America. 

A  fmall  travelling  prcfs,  to  follow  head-quaiters,  would 
be  produdive  of  many  eminent  advantages.  It  would 
enable  us  to  give  fpeedy  and  exa<fl:  information  of  any  mil- 
itary tranfadions  that  take  place,  with  proper  comments 
upon  them,  and  thereby  fruftrate  the  pernicious  tendency 
of  falfehood  and  mifreprefentation,  which  in  my  opinion, 
of  whatever  complexion  they  may  be,  are,  in  the  main, 
detrimental  to  our  caufe.  If  the  people  had  a  channel  of 
intelligence,  that,  from  its  ufeful  authenticity,  they  could 
Jook  up  to  with  confidence,,  they  might  often  be  preferved 
from  that  defpondency  which  they  are  apt  to  fall  into  from 
the  exaggerated  pidures  our  enemies  and  their  emiffaries 
among  us  commonly  draw  of  any  misfortunes  we  meet  with, 
,  — and  from  that  diffidence  of  truths  favourable  to  us, 
which  they  muft  naturally  feel  from  the  frequent  deception 
they  are  expofed  to  by  the   extravagant  colourings   our 

friends 
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friends  often  give  to  our  Cacceffes.  It  would  a!fo  be  very 
ufeful  to  difpatch  bufinefs  in  camp,  being  the  mod  expedi- 
tious means  of  taking  copies  of  orders  or  other  matters 
that  require  to  be  difperfed,  and  would  fave  a  good  deal 
in  returns  and  other  papers  we  are  often  obliged  to  get 
printed  in  Philadelphia.  An  ingenious  man,  to  accompa- 
ny this  prefs  and  be  emplo3Aed  wholly  in  writing  for  it, 
might  render  it  iingularly  beneficial. 

I  am  exceedingly  embar raffed  how  to  difpofe  of  the 
French  ollicers  in  general,  but  more  efpecially  the  artillery 
officers,  who  are  come  out  under  the  fandion  of  a  compadt. 
I  can  think  of  no  other  way  than  that  of  forming  a  feparate 
corps  of  them,  and  draughting  men  from  the  whole  line  to 
compofe  that  corps  :  but  even  this  v/ill  be  attended  with 
many  difligreeable  effects  ;— among  others  this  is  not  the 
kail,  that  officers  will  think  themfelves  much  injured  to 
have  the  men  they  have  had  the  trouble  of  raifing,  taken 
from  them  and  given  to  others.  There  is  fomething  ia 
this  which  is  difcouraging,  and  breaks  the  fpirit  of  a  good 
officer,  who  prides  himfelf  in  having  a  full  and  complete 
corps. 

A  doubt  has  arlfen,  whetler  a  perfon  who  belongs  to 
any  of  the  United  States  of  Americaj  and  v/.ho  ov/ed  al- 
legiance to  any  of  the  faid  States, — that  v/ent  to  the  ene- 
my fome  time  pad,  and  fince  -that  time  has  been  lurking 
about  any  of  the  fortifications,  or  about  any  of  the  encamp- 
ments of  the  armies  of  the  United  States, — plundering  and 
driving  oft  cattle  to  the  enemiy,  and  recruiting  for  them,  or 
committing  any  other  atrocious  crime, — or  who  is  appoint- 
ed an  officer  in  the  enemy's  army^ — can  be*  tried  by  a 
general  court-martial,  under  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of 
the  twenty-firft  of  Auguft,    1776,  and   puniffied  as  a  fpy. 

I  have  the  honour  %o  be,  6cc.  G.  W, 


SIR,  Campy  eleven  miles  in  the  Clove  y  July  22,  I  777» 

WE  have  been  under  great  embarraffments  refpefl- 
Jng  the  intended  operations  of  general  Howe,  and  dill 
are,  no^vithdanding  the  utmod  pains  to  obtain  intelligence 
of  the  fame.     At  prefent  it  woiiid  appear  that  he  is  going 
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mit  to  fea.  B)^  authentic  information,  there  are  only  forty- 
Ihips  at  New- York  ;  the  reft  are  gone  elfewbere,  and  have 
fallen  down  between  the  Narrows  and  the  Hook  :  between 
thefe  two  places,  the  number,  from  the  moft  accurate  ob- 
fervatlon,  was  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  yefterday. 
As  I  obferved  before,  their  defllnation' is  uncertain  and  un- 
known :  but  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  inform  Congrefs 
of  thefe  fads,  that  they  may  give  orders- to  the  militia  to 
Hold  themfelves  in  readinefsto  march  on  the  fhortefl:  notice, 
in  cafe  Philadelphia  ihould  be  their  obj^cl.  At  the  fame.; 
time  I  am.  to  re<|aieft  that  they  will  have  a  fuffcient  number 
of  proper  look-outs  fixed  at  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  (ta* 
whofe  accounts  implicit  coniidence  may  be  given)  to  make 
the  earli^ft  reports  of  th«  arrival  of  any  fleet,^— which  Con- 
grefs will  tranfmit  me.  by  the  fpeedieft  conveyance. 

As  the  enemy  will  probably  make  many  feints,  and  have 
'it  unhappily  but  too  neuch  in  their  power  from  their  {hip- 
ping, 1  would  advife  that  the  look-outs  fhould  be  cautioned 
to  be  extremely  accurate  in  their  cbferyations  and  reports, 
mentioning,  with  as  much  precifion  as  poflibie,  the  number 
of  fhips  that  may  appear.  Our  fituation  is  already  criti- 
'Cal,-and  may  be  rendered,  ftill  more- fo  by  inaccurate  and 
iil-grounded  intelligence.. 

From  the  advices  received  on  Saturday,  of  the  movements 
of  part  of  the  enemy's  lhips,.and  the  ftrong  reafons  there 
were  to  fuppofe  general  Hov/e  would  pufh  up  the  Nortl>- 
river  to  co-operate  with  general  Burgoyne,  I  detached  lord 
Stirling  with  his  divifion  to  Peekiliill  on  Sunday  morning  : — 
they  crofTed  the  river  that  evening  and  the  next  mornjng* 
This  movement  will  prove  unnecefTary,  fhould  his  deftina- 
tion  be  to  the  fouthward.  I  have  alfo  ordered  general 
Nixon's  brigade  from  Peekfldll  to  reinforce  general  Schuy- 
ler,,from  his  reprefentations  of  the  inadequacy  of  his  force 
to  oppofe  general  Burgoyne,  and  of  the  feeming  backward* 
nefs  of  the  people  in  that  quarter  to  afford  him  aid, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  I  think  the  works  at  Billingfport  well  worthy  of 
attention  ;  and  it  is  expedient  to  effed  their  completion  as 
foon  as  poffible. 

Head'^iartcrsf 
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:S  I  R,  Head- ^arkrs,  Ramapatighj  July  *^5 , 1 7  7  7 . 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inclofe  you  a  couple  of  let- 
ters which  monfieur  Davout,  the  bearer  of  this,  delivered 
me  in  his  behalf.  You  will  perceive  by  them  that  he  is 
defirous  of  entering  into  our  fervice,  and  what  his  preten- 
fions  have  .been  in  his  own  country.  I  have  referred  him 
to  Congrefs  to  determine  on  what  footing  he  is  to  fland 
with  us.  He  requefts  me  to  mention  that  he  would  be 
glad  of  a  decifion,  and.  to  be  informed  at  once  what  can  be 
done,  whether  he  can  be  employed  or  not,  and  in  what 
capacity. 
I  have  the  honour  to  he,  &.c«  ,    G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Half  after  eighty  A,  M.  July  2^,  I777. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  the  inclofed 
letter  from  governor  Franklin,  which  came  this  minute  by 
exprefs.  As  Mr.  Franklin  was  confined  by  order  of  Con- 
grefs, I  could  not  think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  anfwer  him  on 
the  iubjed:  of  his  requeft,  and  therefore  have- referred  it  to 
their  confideration.  At  the  fame  time  I  would  obferve  his 
fituation  is  diftreffing,  and  muft  intereft  all  our  feelings,  as 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  great  indifpofition  of  hie  lady.  I 
•fhould  fuppofe,  after  his  folemn  aflurances,  and  being  laid 
under  fuch  further  refl:ri<5lions  as  Congrefs  may  judge  nec- 
efTary  to  impofe  upon  him,  that  he  might  be  indulged  to 
fee  her.  Humanity  and  generofity  plead  powerfully  in 
favour  of  his  application,  and  I  am  certain  it  will  be  duly 
confidered.  If  it  is  granted,  he  fhould  have  the  earlieft 
notice,  or  the  end  and  the  views  of  Congrefs  may  be  diC- 
appointed  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Franklin  before  his  arrival. 
I  have  the  honour  to.  be,  &c.  G.  W, 


Camp  ai  B-amapaugh^  three  miles  from  the  Clove  ^  J^^h  *^'  ^777» 
SIR, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to   tranfmit  you  a  copy  of 
niy  letter  to  general  Howe,  of  ihe  fixteenth  inftant,  pro- 
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pofing  an  exchange  between  generals  Lee  and  Prefect.  I 
difpatched  it  early  the  next  morning,  and  prefume  it  got  to 
liand  on  the  eighteenth.  '  A:S  yet  I  have  not  received  his 
anfwer. 

The  amazing  advantage  the  enemy  derive  from  their 
fliips  and  the  command  of  the  water,  keeps  us  in  a  ftate  of 
conftant  perplexity  and  the  moft  anxious  coujedure.  We 
are  not  yet  informed  of  their  deftination,  nor  can  any  plau- 
lible  conclufions  be  drawn  refpeding  it,  at  leaft  not  fuch  as 
appear  fatisfa<5lory.  What  renders  the  matter  ftill  more 
difficult  and  confufed,  is  their  extreme  inadivity  and  delay  : 
for  it  is  certain  they  began  to  embark  immediately  after 
the  evacuation  of  Amboy,  and 'now  remain  between  the 
Narrows  and  the  Hook,  or  v/ere  there  when  I  was  laft  ad- 
vifedupon  the  fabjed,  I  have  two  adive  officers,  with  an 
efcort,  nov/  out,  for  the  purpoie  of  intelligence,  and  for  re^ 
connoitring  their  fituation  from  Fort-Lee  and  along  the 
river  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Things  being  thus  circumilanced,  and  various  opinions, 
as  to  their  real  objed,  prevailing  among  us, — fome  fuppof- 
ing  it  to  be  Philadelphia,  others  the  North-river,  and  others 
an  expedition  more  eafterly, — I  would  fubmit  it  to  Con- 
grefs  whether  the  militia  of  the  neighbouring  counties  Ihould 
not  be  immediately  called  to  the  firil:,  or  at  Chefter, — the 
lower  counties,  at  V/ilmington.  This  meafiire  appears  to 
nie  highly  expedient,  and  no  objedlion  can  lie  againll  it,  of 
fiifficient  validity  to  prevent  it,  as  a  fev/  days  muft  certainly 
determine  their  real  defigns.  Should  they  be  againfl  Phil- 
adelphia, and  they  have  favourable  winds,  their  voyage  will 
be  made  in  a  lliort  time,  when  it  may  be  too  late  to  obtain 
their  aid,  and  to  arrange  them  properly  for  defence, fuppoiing 
them  to  come  in.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  recommend  this 
ineafure,  as  tlie  feveral  objeds  we  have  to  attend  to  neceffa- 
rily  oblige  this  army  to  continue  at  a  confiderable  dillance 
from  that  place  till  their  intentions  are  better  underftood  ; 
and  as  they  might  by  a  fadden  and  rapid  pufh  attempt  to  ef- 
fed  fome  m-atcrial,  capital  ftroke,  before  we  coiild  get  there, 
unlefs  there  is  a  refpedable  force  to  oppofe  them  :  for, 
though  no  great  dependence  can  be  put  in  a  militia  a6ting 
alone,  nor  a  vigorous  oppolrcion  expeded  from  them  (from 
tiie  nature  of  things)  to  *i  difciplined,  well  appointed  army, 
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yet  their  operations  may  be  greatly  retarded  by  them,  and 
may  be  checked  till  otlier  iuccours  arrive.  The  report 
of  a  force,  eipeckily  if  it  is  in  anyv/iie  refpeclable,  let  it 
be  of  what  fort  it  liKiy^  will  have  lome  iniiuence  on  their 
condu(5l,  and  may  prevent  enterprifes  that  would  otherwife 
be  undertaken. 

From  the  intelligence  we  received  on  Saturday  evening 
that  a  number  of  the  enemy's  fliips  vv^ere  (landing  up  the 
North-river, — ^and  in  the  courfe  of  that  and  the  preceding 
day,  that  forty  fail  were  in  the  Sound,  going  into  Fairfield 
harbour, — 1  had  not  the  leaft  doubt  in  my  mind  but  gen- 
eral Howe  had  in  view  a  ftroke  again  ft  the  Highlands 
and  the  fortifications  there,  and  to  co-operate  with  general 
Burgoyne.  In  confequence  of  thefe  advices,  I  judged  it 
expedient  to  move  the  army  the  next  morning,  from  our 
then  encampment,  towards  thofe  pofts.  Lord  Stirling's 
divifion  was  ordered  to  take  the  route  to  King's-ferfy, 
and  to  pafs  the  river  to  Peekflcill ;  and  I  proceeded  myfelf 
with  the  remainder  which  compofed  the  main  body,  by 
the  route  leading  through  the  Clove  towards  New-V/indfor. 
We  marched  over  a  very  difficult  and  rugged  road  till  night, 
when  we  halted,- — the  firft  divICoH  having  advanced  about 
eighteen  miles*  In  this  fituation  we  lay  till  yefterday 
morning,  when,  from  the  information  received  before  re- 
fj^edling  the  enemy's  ileet  being  at  or  near  the  Hook,  and 
no  further  accounts  of  the  fhips  in  the  Sound,  a  change  in 
our  meafures  took  place.  Stephen  and  Lincoln's  divihons 
\vere  ordered  to  proceed  to  CheSer,  (there  to  wait  fur- 
ther diredlions,  as  a  place  from  whence  they  may  move 
with  much  more  eafe  either  to  Philadelphia .4?r  Hudfon's 
river,  being  fcven  miles  nearer  the  former,  ancf  equally  con- 
venient to  the  latter)  and  generakGreene's  divifion  to  this 
ground.  By  dividing,  and  tliis  arrangement,  I  am  in 
hopes  our  movements  will  be  more  expeditious,  wherefo-, 
ever  they  may  be  neceflary. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  .(Sec.     ,  G.  W. 

P.  S.  In  my  letter  of  the  twenty-third  I  nicjtioned  I 
had  ordered  Nixon^s  brigade  as  a  further  reinforcement  to 
general  Schuyler  : — I  meant  Gloverh, 

Four  o'clock^  P\  Af, — This  minute  I  received  a  letter  of 
the  twenty-fccond  from  general  Suhuylcr,  a  copy  of  which. 
Vol.  II.  L  and 
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and  of  it3  inclofure,  I  herewith  tranfmit.  His  letter  of  th^ 
tv/enty-firfl:,  which  he  mentions,  has  not  come  to  hand. 
Things  feeeni  ftill  in  an  unpromifing  way  in  that  quarter^ 
General  Schuyler  complains  much  for  want  of  artilierifts  ; 
it  is  not  with  me  to  fatisfy  his  demands :  he  has  at  this 
time  a  much  greater  proportion  of  artillerifts  than  this  army, 
having  regard  to  the  quantity  of  artillery. 

After  feallng  my  letter,  1  received,  by  exprefs  from  col- 
onel Moylan,  a  letter  advifing  that  the  fieet  failed  from  the 
Hook  yefterday  morning  out  to  fea. 


SIR,  >6'*^^*>i777. 

I  DO  m.yfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  the  inclofed 
memorandum  of  warlike  ftores  wanted  for  an  expedition 
to  the  river  St.  John's,  which  I  received  in  a  letter  from 
general  Heath,  of  the  (ixteenth  inftant.  The  memoran- 
dum was  fent  that  I  might  order  tl;e  ftores  to  be  fupplied. 
Not  knowing  that  Gongrefs  have  fuch  an  expedition  in 
viev/  at  this  time,  I  do  not  conceive  myfelf  ^uthorifed  to 
comply  with  the  requiiition,  and  therefore  refer  the  matter 
to  their  confideration,  to  diredl  therein  as  they  fhall  judge 
proper :  but  1  would  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  I  think  the 
force  intended  to  be  employed  upon  the  occafion  would  ren- 
der infinitely  more  important  fervices  by  reinforcing  the  nor- 
thern army,  and  afTilHng  in  the  repulfe  of  general  Burgoyne. 
The  progrefs  of  his  arms,  and  the  deficiency  in  the  quotas  of 
men  exacted/  tiom  the  States  to  coinpofe  our  army,  feem  to 
forbid  exped'rlons  for  conqued,  and  to  demand  our  utmofl 
exertions  to  maintain  what  we  already  have.  Congrefs- 
will  be  pleafed  to  write  to  the  MalHichufetts  council  on  the 
fiibje<5):,  and  a  line  to  general  Heath,  that  he  may  know 
how  to  govern  himfeif  refpeding  the  application. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  G.  W. 

Crffs'Roads.JJxteen  m'llcs  Jrom  Morr\pivr^  1  (/deck,  P.  M. 

Your  letter  of  the  aoih  with  its  inclofures,  I  met  qh  the 
road.     The   fubje(5l  of  rank,   which  Congreis   have   been 

j)lcaic4 
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pkafed  to  fubmit  to  my  confiderittion,  fliall  have  my  atten- 
tion as  foon  as  circumftances  will  admit,  and  the  rcfalt  be 
made  known. 

General  Greene's  divifion,  confiftlng  of  Muhlenberg  an4 
V/eedon's  brigades,  is  now  here  :  it  will  proceed  fix  or 
feven  miles  farther  this  evening.  Generals  Sullivan  and 
Stirling's  divifions  have  repafled  Hudfon^s  river  : — the  for- 
mer will  proceed  by  this  route — the  latter  by  way  of  Para- 
mus  and  Boundbrook  or  Brunfwic.  General  Stephen, 
with  his  own  and  Lincoln's  divifion,  (general  Lincoln  be- 
ing ordered  to  joinv  general  Schuyler)  is  marching  on  a 
back  road  from  Chefler,  through  Suffex,  to  Ilowel's  ferry 
€n  Delaware.  Moylan's  and  Bland's  regiments  of  horfe, 
which  were  pafturing  about  Boundbrook  and  on  the  com- 
munication towards  Woodbridge,  were  ordered  to  march 
too  on  the  firfl:  intelligence  I  received  of  the  fleet's  failing. 
Morgan's  corps  of  light  troops  is  alfo  on  the  march  through 
Brunfwic,  with  diredions  to  halt  at  Trenton  till  further 
orders,  or  till  he  gets  certain  information  of  the  appearance; 
of  the  fleet  in  Delaware.  I  intend  in  like  manner  that 
lord  Stirling's  divifion  fliall  halt  and  remain  there  or  at  Brlf- 
tol  till  we  have  furtlner  information  of  the  enemy.  From 
either  of  thefe  places  they  will  be  fufficiently  near  Philadelr 
phia  and  may  proceed  in  time  on  any  emergency. 


v*^  1  R,  Cory sVs- ferry,  Jerfey,  July  30,  I  7  7  r* 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived 
here  on  the  twenty-eighth  at  night  with  gerjeral  Greene's 
divifion,  one  brigade  of  which  paifjd  the  river  that  evening, 
that  the  vv^holc  might  encamp  the  more  commodioudy. 
General  Stephen,  with  his  own  and  Lincoln's  divifion,  alfo 
arrived  a  little  time  after  at  Howel's  ferry,  four  miles  above 
this. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  bah  the  whole  army  at  thefe 
two  places  and  at  Trenton  till  our  knowledge  of  the  enemy's 
deftinatlon  becomes  more  certain.  If  the  Delaware  is  their 
©bjea:,  we  are  now  within  two  days'  eafy  march  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  can  be  there  in  time,  I  trull,  to  make  eveiy 
occeffary  difpofition  for  oppofing  them.     On   the   othcV 

hand, 
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Lina,  if  genevnl  Howe,  by  tliis  expedition  to  fea,  onl-f 
means  a  deep  fciot,  and  ih ould  turn  his  attention  again  to 

^hc  Nurtli-riv-r,  we  can  fiowi  hence  reiiiRMce  <^eneral  Put^ 
:=iaars  arniy  ricre  expeditioiiHy  than  if  wc  were  fliriher  ad- 
vanced.. 

The  iniportanee  of  my  rcccKdng  the  earhen:  intelligence 
.*if  the  ileui's  anhial  is  apparent;  and  Congref;,  I  am  cer- 
tain, wijl  direcl  proper  raeaunxs  for  obtaining  ii,  and  alio 
I'or  traAiniitting  it  to  me  in  the  moil  ijvcedy  manner.  If 
aeahent'.;  advice  ilioidd  be  had  of  the  tieets  coining  inta 
j)elci'vare,  at  the  f^ime  tinij  thai  it  h  cOinrnunicarcd  to  me 
;t  wid  be  proper  that  an  exprcf.  Ill  ould  be  lent  to  lord  Stir- 
ling or  the  conin^anding  ofheer  at  Trenton,  to  advance  widi 
nil  the  troops  from  tiieecc.  Sliould  this  not  be  done,  th2 
■  niarcliing  of  the  troops  ihere  will  be  conuderably  delayed. 

I  Have  the  hoiiOtir  to  be,  <S:c.  G.  W. 


I 


^  I  n,  Corysl's,  Ja/y  3I,  :.s;i  i^.loch,  A.  M. 

I  AM  t'tis  moment  honoured  witii  yours  of  iive 
o'clock  this  morning,  and  have  accordingly  fet  the.  army  in 
motion.  One  diviiion  had  cro/Ied  the  Delaware  the  day 
before  yefterday  ;  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  whole  of  th^ 
troops  now  here  will  be  abls  to  reach  Philadelphia  to-mor- 
row evening.  Lord  Stirling's  divifion  lies  jufl  in  my  rear, 
and  will  move  on  Iv^ith  us.  I  propofe  fetting  off  for  your 
city  as  foon  as  I  can  get  the  chief  part  of  the  army  ave?r. 
I  am,  with  the  greattfc  refpecft,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Phlladslphla^  -^^^g^lfl  M  ^111  *■ 

YOUR,  favour  of  this  date,  with  its  inclofures,  is  now 
liefore  me.  At  the  fame  time  that  I  exprefs  my  thanks 
for  the  high  mark  of  confidence  which.  Congrefs  have  been 
pleafed  to  repofe  in  me  by  their  refbhv^e  authorifing  me  to 
lend  an  ofHcer  to  com.mand  the  northern  army,  1  fliould 
wifh  to  b^  excufed  from  making  the  appointment.  For 
this,  many  reafons  might  be  mentioned,  which  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  will  occur  to  Congrefs  upon  reiledion.-    The  northr 

era 
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crii  department,  In  a  great  meafure,  has  been  confidered  as 
feparate,  and  more  peculiarly  under  their  direction  ;  and 
the  officers  commanding  there,  always  of  their  nomination. 
I  have  never  interfered  further  than  merely  to  advife,  and 
to  give  fuch  aids  as  were  in  my  power,  on  the  requifitions 
of  thofe  officers.  The  prefent  fituation  of  that  department 
is  delicate  and  critical,  and  the  choice  of  an  officer  to  the 
command  may  involve  very  interefting  and  Important  con- 
fequences. 

It  is  certainly  neceffary  that  a  body  of  militia  fliould  be 
immediately  called  out  to  reinforce  the  northern  army.  In 
the  conference  which  your  committee  honoured  me  with 
yefterday  evening,  I  mentioned  the  number  which  I  thought 
fufficient ;  but  my  opinion  on  this. point,  and  the  apportioning 
them  t(S  the  different  States,  I  wifh  to  fubmit  to  Congrefs, 
who  can  bed  determine  the  quotas  that  fliould  come  from 
each.  I  would  only  obferve  that  Connedicut  and  New- 
York  are  already,  and  may  be  again>  called  on,  to  afford 
fuccours  to  the  army  at  PeekikllL 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W^ 


SIR,  Camp  near  (jcrmanto'wnj  A^tg-nji  6,  I777. 

I  BEG  to  be  informed  whether  Congrefs  have  writ- 
ten or  mean  to  v/rite,  themfelves,  to  g^enerais  Schuyler  and 
St.  Clair  to  repair  to  head-quarters,  or  whether  they  ex- 
ped  me  to  do  it.  My  reafon  for  this  is,  the  refolves  for 
their  recal  (tranfmltted  in  your  favour  of  the  fecond  in  (hint) 
do  not  mention  how  the  fame  fhould  be  coiTimunlcated. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 


S  I  P-,  Camp  near  Germantorvn^  '^'■*,^''f  1  i  ^111- 

YESTERDAY  evening  I  received  a  letter  from 
general  Schuyler,  of  the  firfl:  inltant,  a  copy  of  v/nich,  and 
of  its  inclofurcs,  I  do  myfclf  the  honour' of  traafaiitting 
you.  By  thefe  you  will  perceive  that  our  affairs  at  the 
northward  liave  experienced  no  change  for  the  better  ; — 
en  the  contrary,  that  they  are  in  a  more  unpromiGng  train. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  occ.  "G.  W. 

L  Z  Comb 
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SIR,  Camp  near  Germantoiun,  Augujt  9,  I77-'7=- 

INCLOSED  you  will  be  pleafed  to  receive  copies 
of  two  letters  and  other  papers^  which  jafl  now  came  to 
hand  by  different  expreffes.  Gknerai  Heath's  letter  of  the 
fecond  indant  leems  to  make  the  intelligence  refpeding  the 
fieet,  which  he  had  obtained  before,,  vague,,  if  not  entirely 
ill  founded. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^  Sec.  G,  W. 


SIR,  Qavip  near-  Gerr/iantoivn^  ^^S'il^  9>  ^77'7' 

I  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  letter  of 
3^efl:erday,  and  with  its  inclofures.  I  (liall  pay  attention 
to  tl\e  refolves  tranfnitted  ;  and,  as  foon  as  circumftances 
admit,  (liaii  propofe  to  general  Hovv'e  an  exchange  between 
lieutenant-colonel  Campbell  and-  the  Heffian  field-ofHcers,- 
and  a  like  number  of  ours,  of  equal  rank  in  his  hands. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congrefs  a  copy  o^  a 
report- made  by  a  board  of  general  officers,  held  on  the 
feventh  inilant,  to  confalt  of  feveral  matters  refpeding  the 
army.  In  the  courfe  of  their  deliberation  they  took  into 
eonfideration  the  fubjevft  reported — I  iliall  only  add  that 
this  matter  has  been  long  complained  of  by  the  ofHcers, 
and  the  more  fo  as  the  indulgence  they  pray  eculd  not  nur 
can  be  ever  attended  with  the  leal'l  poilible  injury  to  tlie 
public,  and  is  what  I  believe  is  allowed=  in  moft  armies. 
Congrefs,  I  am  perfjaded,  will  give  it  their  attention — 
and,  if  no  good  objections  of  a  public  nature  appear 
iigainft  the  meafare^  will  grant  what  the  officers  wifn  and 
the  board  have  recommended. 

I  perceive  by  the  refolves  of  the  thirtieth  u;ti»io  and 
f'rfi  mflant,  for  recalling  gener.Js  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair, 
that  they  are  diredled  to  repair  to  head-quartei~s.  I  aifo 
£nd  that  a  committee  had  been  rcfolved  on,  to  digeii  a 
jnade  ior  inouniPg  into  the  reaibns  for  evacuating  Ticon- 
derogj?  and  Mouut-Independr-ce,  and  veto  tlie  conducl  of 
the  g-rneral  oilicers  in  the  northern  department  at  the  time 
of  the  evacuatioii.  As  thcfe  gentlemen  have  received  the 
letter  u[:on  tlhi  ial^cct  by  jliis  time,  and  wvll  probably  be 
down  lis  the  couiie  of  a  few  d^.ys.  I  ikall  be  ^> ad  to  be  in- 

tormcd 
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formed  what  I  am  to  do  with  them  when  they  arrive.  I 
may  be  then  at  a  great  diftance  from  this — and,  in  fuch  cafe, 
lliouid  be  at  a  lofs  what  to  fay,  or  how  to  condudt  myfelf 
refpedling  them,  without  receiving  fome  directions,  which  I 
requefl:  to  be  favoured  with  by  the  eadiefl.  opportunity. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,.  &c.  G.  W* 


S T R,  Head' garters y  Camp  near  GermantoT.v?tj  Augitjl  ^ yl"]) 7, 

THE  difappearance  of  the  enemy's  fleet  for  fo  many 
days  rendering, it  rather  improbable  that  they  will  again  re- 
turn, I  have  thought  it  advifeable  to  remove  the  army  back-  - 
to  Coryei's,  where  it  will  be  near  enough  to  luccour  Phil- 
adelphia, fhouid  the  enemy,.  contr"ary  to  appearances,  ftill 
make  that  the  objecl  of  their  next  operation  ;  and  will  be 
fo  much  the  more  conveniently  fituated  to  proceed  to  the 
northward,  fhouid  the  event  of  the  prefent  ambiguous  and 
perplexing  fltuation  of  things  call  them,  that  way-  I  was 
tlie  more  inclined  to  this  (tep,  as  the  nearnefs  of  the  army 
to  the  city,  befides  other  difadvantages,  afforded  a  temp- 
tation both  to  officers  and  men,  to  indulge  themfelves  iri 
licenfes  inconflftent  with  difclpline  and  order,  and  confs- 
quently  of  an  injurious  tendency. 

-  But  before  my  departure,  1  efleem  it  my  duty  to  com- 
municate to  Congrefs  the  refuk  of  my  examination  into 
tlie  nature  of  the  river-defence  proper  to  be  adopted  ac- 
cording to  the  means  in  our  poilbnioiij  to  prevent  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  any  attempt  upon  Philadelphia  by  water.  I  there- 
fore beg  leave  to  lay  before  Congrefs  what  av'pcars  to  me 
m;:*^  eligible,  confidering  all  clrcumllanccs,  and  comparing 
my  own  obiervatians  with  the  ditfjreat  opinions  of  the 
gep.Lh;;-iVen  v./hcrn  I  coiiUdied  on  the  occauon. 

It  is  orr^eiaily  a  well-founded  maxim,  that  we  ought  t3 
end'^a'.-.Hir  to  rcdiic:  our  d;;:fcnce  as  much  as  podible  to  a 
c^rtriint)  by  collcvSting  our  (trvnglh  fi:id  inaking  all  our  prep- 
ara'j'o.ys  'cL  one  point,  rather  than  to  riilc  its  bting  weak 
and  inijfffclual  c:-\  v,h~ve,  by  dh'iding  our  attention  and 
force  to  diijvrcnt  oi>;t::ts  : — \\\  d.d-i^T  tl^s,  we  n):^y  difi^ble 
ourfeives  iVom  aclio  ■  ^vi;h  '^.iih  ;ic^it  vigour  any  wliere,  and 
a  riAsfbituac  in  one  ;dcice   may   pive   the  way  for  a  finiLlar 

one 
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©ne  in  another.  In  our  circumftances  we  have  neither 
men,  cannon,  nor  any  thing  elfe  to  fpare,  and  perhaps  can- 
fiot  with  propriety  hazard  them  on  objeds,  which,  being 
attended  with  the  greateft  fuccefs  we  can  promife  ourfelves, 
can  be  productive  of  only  partial  and  indecifive  advantages^ 
and  which  may  poffibly  fail  of  the  end  propofed, — may 
have  fome  ferious  ill  confequences, — and  muft  at  all  events 
have  fome  diladvantages» 

It  is  then  to  be  confidered  where  our  defence  can  be 
moft  efFe<flually  made — ^whether  at  Billingfport  or  at  Fort- 
liland*  It  appears  to  me  that  the  lail  deferves  greatly  the 
preference  :  Billingfport  has  but  one  row  of  chevaux-de- 
irifc  :  Fort-lfland  has  three,  and,  in  addition  to  tliem,  a 
boom,  and  another  chevaux-de-frife  ready  to  be  funk  in  the 
channel  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy  :  of  courfe  the  ob- 
ftru<5i:ions,  in  this  refped,  are  four  times  as  great  at  the  one 
as  at  the  other.  The  galleys  and  floating  batteries  that 
could  be  brought  for  the  defence  of  the  chevaux-de-frife  at 
Billingfport  would  be  unable  to  maintain  their  flation  when 
once  the  enemy  were  in  poiTeffion  of  the  commanding 
ground  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  to  which  they  would  be  entirely 
cxpofed  :  and,  notwithftanding  the  works  raifing  there, 
even  fuppofing  them  complete,  the  ftrongeft  advocates  for 
making  our  defence  in  this  place  do  not  pretend  that  the 
event  can  be  protVacted  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  days 
at  mofl:  ;  at  the  end  of  which  time,  we  fnould  be  obliged, 
with  the  lofs  of  our  cannon  at  lead,  to  abandon  the  de- 
fence, and  leave  it  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  remove 
er  deftroy  the  chevaux-de-frife  at  pleafure. 

Nor  is  it  by  any  means  certain  that  a  fingle  row  of  che- 
vaux-de-frife would  be  an  impenetrable  barrier  to  the  ene- 
my's (hips  : — experiments  have  been  made,  that  lead  to  a 
contrary  fuppofition  ;  and  if  they  fhould  hazard  one  (which 
it  might  be  well  worth  their  w^hile  to  do  with  fome  of  their 
kfs  valuable  fhips)  under  favour  of  a  leading  breeze  and 
tide,  and  iliould  fucceed  in  it, — the  confequence  might  be 
the  lofs  of  our  galleys  and  floating  batteries,  which  I  appre- 
hend might  be  intercepted,  and  (with  the  aili (lance  of  their 
galleys  and  fmall  armed  veflels)  taken  :  and  this  would 
greatly  weaken  the  oppofition  v/e  might  otherv/ife  give  at 
rort-Ifland,  and  tend  pov.erfully  to  render  it  abortive. 

Cut 
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But  if  diej^  fliould  not  attempt  this,  contenting  thcrafelves 
"with  icifer  though  flov/er  operations,  I  have  aheady  obferv- 
ed  thtit  it.  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  m  fifte-'^n  or  twenty  days 
they  wouid  be  able  to  pofi^is  ihenifelves  of  infcilhble  moans^ 
of  iTu;h\^:ing  our  oppofkion  there  by  the  captui'e  of  our 
works.  And  if  v/e  add  to  this  that  it  might  very  poiiTDly 
happe-i  in  Icfs  time,— -if  f^-om  no  other  cauie,  yet,  h-om  tha 
garr.fon  being  intimidated  by  a  confcioufnefs  of  its  own 
i::!r::ricritv  and  inabiihy  to  llipport  itielf  acrainil  a  fo  much, 
faperior  force  oF  numbers^  wiiich  might  occafion  a  condu^i 
deib  j^tivc  10  ItiAf, — there  will  remain  no  iumcieHt  realbns 
to  jviihiy  the  r:Kiking  this  the  princh)al  point  of  deknce. 

^\t  I;o:-^-Id:aid3  jhe  boom  and  chevaiix-de-friie  are  ati 
ample  IceuriLy  againlf  any  forcible  impreillon  of  the.enemy'a 
ihip?,.  which  h  would  be  imprudent  in  them  ta  attempt. 
On  the  Jerfey  hdc^  the  fituation  of  the  ground  isfach,  that 
tlie  gaileys>  iloating-batteriesj  and  forts^.  employed  in  the 
dt'^Qv.CQ  of  the  cbdrudlions,  would  have  little  to- fear  fr-oin 
any  battery  creeled  there.  Red  bank  feems  by  Its  eleva- 
tion to  be  the  only  adv^antageous  fpot  for  annoying  them  : 
but  as  it  is  computed  to  be  above  nineteen  hundred  yards 
from  Fort-Ifiand,  the  diftance  is  rather  too  great  to  allov/ 
any  battery  raifed  there  to  ael  with,  fuch  effe6l  as-  to  be 
able  to  fden'ce  our  £re.  On  this  fidcj  the  ground,  by  dikes 
and  flaices,  may  be  laid  under  water  to  fo  confiderable  aa 
extent  as  to  leave  no  danger  of  our  river  force  being  an- 
noyed from  thence  ;  for  which  purpofe  fuitable  preparations 
ought  at  once  to  be  made,  againil  it  be  nccelTary  to  carry 
them  into  effeel. 

But  though  a  battery  upon  Red-bank  wguL'  not,  in  my 
apprehenfion,  be  able  to  prevent  the  efncacy  of  our  defence, 
or  give  any  material  difturbance  to  Fort-lfland  in  particu- 
lar, yet  it  might  ferve  to  make  the  fituation  of  fome  of  our 
galleys  ratlxir  uneafy  ;  and  this  perhaps  makes  it  worth 
while  to  pre-occupy  it  in  order  to  keep  it  out  of  the  ene- 
my's hands,  ere<5ling  a  fmall  but  ftrong  work  there,  capa- 
ble of  containing  about  two  hundred  men,  with  fix  or  eight 
pieces  of  light  cannon  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of 
flores.  As  the  approaches  to  it  are  difficult  on  account  of 
the  adjacent  creeks,  and  a  communication  can  hz  kept  open 
betweea  it  and.  our  army, — by  which  meaas  the  garrifoa 

might. 
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might  receive  fuccours  from  time  to  tune, — though,  we 
could  not  exped!  to  make  it  impregnable,  yet  we  fhould 
have  a  profped  of  holding  it  much  longer  than  we  could 
the  v/ork  at  BUliiigfport.  In  the  pofition^  whichyfroni  my 
prefent  view  of  it,  I  fhould  think  it  b^il  for  our  army  to 
take,  the  left  wing  of  it  would  be  nearly  oppofite  to  Red* 
bank,  and  therefore  in  a  condition  to  relieve  and  fupport  it ; 
whereas  Billingfport  being  more  remote  from  the  probable 
pofitlon  of  the  army,  and  dj:tached  from  any  other  work, 
could  not  eaGly  derive  any  affiitance  from  without,  and 
mud  rely  wholly  upon  ks  own  flrength. 

Either  at  Billingfport  ar  at  Fort-Ifland,  I  believe  there 
13  not  much  to  be  apprehended  from  the  fire  of  tlic  enemy's 
fliips  unaided  by  land-batteries  :  for,  as  by  the  information- 
of  thofe  who  ought  to  be  acquainted  vvilh  the  fadt,  not 
more  than  three  (hips  can  a6t  a-bread  at  a  time  at  either 
place, — and  as  the  galleys,  not  requiring  the  fame  deptli  of 
Water,  can  extend  themfelVes  at  pleafure,  and  befides  Carry 
a  fuperior  weight  of  metal  to  that  which  frigates  commonly 
have, — a  much  fuperior  fire  could  be  oppofed  to  tliem  than 
any  they  could  bring,  and  (from  the  diiference  c^fize  and 
make  between  the  frigates  and  igalleys)  to  much  better  ef- 
fed:  than  theirs.  The  comparative  extent  of  the  river  at 
Billingfport  and  Fort- 1  (land  has  been  affigned  as  a  motive 
of  preference  to  the  former, — the  river  being  narrower  thex^^ 
than  at  the  latter,  and  fuppofed  to  admit  of  fewer  (hips  op- 
erating at  a  time  :  but  as  it  is  aflerted  by  the  gentlemen  in 
the  river  department,  that  the  fand-banks  and  fiialiowneii 
of  the  river  in  moft  places  near  Fort-Ifland  compenfate  for 
the  width  (X-  it,  and  make  it  impoflible  for  more  than  three 
fliips  to  a6l  together  at  a  time, — this  reafon  for  preferriiig 
the  pofition  at  Billingfport  feems  to  have  no  foundation. 
And  if  we  confider  that  cur  whole  force  of  galleys  and 
floating-batteries  would  be  colleded  at  Fort-Ifland,  affifled 
by  the  fort  itfelf, — and  that  it  would  not  be  fafe  to  truft 
them  all  out  for  the  defence  of  Billingfport  for  fear  of  the 
difafter  already  fuggefted, — it  feems  evident  enough  that 
this  is  the  place  where  our  defence  may  be  moft  fuccefs- 
fuHy  made. 

One  of  the  moft  weighty  confideratlons  with  me  is  that 
©ur  army,  as  before  intimated,  could  Riore  conveniently 
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co-operate  with  the  defence  by  water  here  than  at  Blllingr" 
port.  The  ground  on  this  fide  is  better  iltuated  hess  than 
at  the  other  place  :  and  the  army  being  fo  much  nearer 
the  x;Ity,  it  is  fo  much  the  lefs  Hkely  that  the  enemy  (liould 
be  able,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  fall  into  the  rear  of  it, 
and  feparate  it  from  the  city, — which  is  a  circumftance 
that  ought  carefully  to  be  attended  to. 

Some  gentlemen  are  of  opinion '  that  our  principal  de- 
pendence ought  to  be  upon  Fort-Ifland  and  its  appendages  : 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  that  we  fhould  make  a  part  of  our 
defence  at  Billingfport, — propofing,  for  that  purpofe,  that 
the  works  there  fhould  be  continued  on  t^he  new  contracted 
fcale,  to  be  garrifoned  by  four  or  five  hundred  men.  The 
reafons  for  this  are,  that  it  would  ferve  to  delay  the  ene- 
my, and  give  our  army  time  to  come  up,  fhould  it  be  at 
any  diftance, — and  that  it  would  prevent  thofe  difagreeable 
impreflions  which  never  fail  to  accompany  the  abandoning 
v/orks  that  have  been  once  raifed,  and  plans  that  have 
been  once  in  execution,  efpecially  when  the  perfons  con- 
•corned  in  the  defence  of  them  repofe  a  degree  of  confidence 
in  them, — which  is  faid  to ,  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  in- 
fiance. 

But  thefe  reafons  may  perhaps  not  be  fo  conclufive  as  it 
is  imagined  :  for  it  is  a  queflion,  whether,  if  our  army 
was  fo  remote  as  to  make  fuch  a  delay  neceffary,  the  ene- 
my would  emban*afs  themfelves  with  removing  the  water 
■obftrudions  in  the  Jfrft  place,  .but  would  not  rather  debark 
and  make  a  rapid  march  by  land,  poirefiing  themfelves  of 
the  city,  and  of  thofe  positions  which  would  make  the 
furrender  of  the  galleys,  &c*  in  fome  fort  a  nr  /iral  confe- 
nuence.  And  it  is  worthy  of  confideration  whether  the 
abandoning  the  works  begun  at  this  time,  which  will  prob- 
ably allow  fome  leifure  for  any  difagreeable  impreffions  it 
might  make  to  be  effaced,  will  not  be  lefs  injurious  than 
the  abandoning  them  hereafter  when  they  have  co^ft  more 
expenfe,  time  and  labour,  and  in  the  critical  moment  of  an 
attack,  when  every  misfortune,  and  the  lofs  of  the  mofl 
inconfiderable  pofl,  is  too  apt  to  have  a  much  worfe  in- 
fluence on  the  mind,  than  the  real  importance*  of  it  wili 
uiflif^', 
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-  Add  t(fimis  the  pofTibiiity  that  the  garrifon,  difmayed  at 
the  approacli  of  numbers  fo  fuperior  to  their  own,  might 
not  anfoer.  the  end  expected  Irom  them,  and  might  evea 
be  loft  by  their  timidity ;  the  certainty  of  loCng  the  can- 
non after  the  time  Hmited  for  the  defence,  and  thereby 
v/eakening  that  of  the  upper  pofition ;  the  chance  of  lol- 
ing  the  galleys  and  floating-batteries  i-equifite  for  covering 
the  chevaux-de-frife,  by  a  hazardous  and  fuccefsful  attempt 
to  break  through  them, — and  tire  garrifon  with  them,  which 
would  fall  of  coui-fe  <upon  fach  an  event.  It  is  however 
fubmitted  to  Congrefs  to  balance  the  advantages  and  difad- 
vantages,  and  determine  accordingly.  I  'would  only  beg 
leave  to  giv»  it  clearly  as  my  opinion  that  our  principal  de- 
pendence ought  to  be  upon  Fort-Ifland  and  the  obftructions 
there,  and  that  Billingfport  ought  not  by  any  means  to 
be  defended  more  than  as  a  fecondary  objedt :  and,  to 
that  end,  1  would  recommend  that  the  works  on  Fort- 
Ifland, — which,  on  their  prefent  conftru6lion,  are  by  no 
means  calculated  for  the  defence  of  the  chevaux-de-frife, — 
be  immediately  altered  and  adapted  to  that  purpofe,  tak.-. 
ing  care  at  the  fame  time  to  make  them  defenfible  with  a 
fmall  number  of  men  againft  any  fudden  attempt  to  land  in 
boats  and  carry  them  by  affault. 

But,  whatever  fcheme  is  purfucd,  I  could  wifh  the 
greateil:  diligence  and  difpatch  may  be  ufed  in  bringing  it 
to  maturity :  for,  though  the  danger  which  lately  threat- 
ened feems  to  have  fubfided,  there  is  no  knowing  how 
loon  it  may  return  :  and  certainly  it  will  be  prudent  td 
do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  be  prepared  for  it,  as  we 
can  lofe  r\>i;^:'iing  by  being  fo,  and  may  lofe  a  great  deal  by 
negleifting  to  ijiiprove  the  interval  of  leifure  they  have^ivea 
us,  fhould  it  be  their  intention  to  revifit  this  quarter.  As 
the  means  to  this,  it  will  be  neccffary  to  furnifti  Mr.  Coud- 
ray,  to  w^hom  th^  fiiperlntendency  of  thofe  works  is  entruit- 
ed,  with  a  competent  number  of  workmen,  tools,  and  what 
other  things  he  may  want,  to  enable  him  to  carry  them  on 
with  propriety,   eafe  and  expedition. 

On  the  whole,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  obftrudions  iq 
the  river,  with  the  help  of  galleys,  floating-batteries,  and 
v/ith  tolerable  induilry  to  put  the  land  works  in  a  propei* 
iVatc,  will  be  extrcm.cly  ibrn:!idablc  to  the  enemy,  and  an- 
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thorife  a  reafonable  expedation  of  their  being  effedtual. 
The  fire-fhips  alfo  will  contribute  to  this  end :  for  though 
there  are  many  obftacles  to  render  their  fuccefs  precarious, 
and  a  happy  concurrence  of  circumftances  is  neceflary  to- 
wards it, — any  of  which  failing  may  difappoint  the  projedl, 
and  there  is  therefore  no  room  to  be  fanguine,  yet  there  is 
fome  probability  of  its  fucceeding  ;  and  th^y  will  be  at  leaft 
an  emban  afTment  and  terror  to  the  enemy,  and  v/iil  oblige 
them  to  ufe  precautions  inconvenient  to  them,  and  fervicea- 
ble  to  us. 

As  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country  is  effential  to 
a  good  defence, — and  as  the  enemy's  approach  may  be  fud- 
den,  and  we  may  be  called  to  adl,  without  having  time, 
when  it  happens,  to  examine  it  fufficiently  if  it  is  not  done 
beforehand,  it  would  anfwer  a  valuable  purpofe  to  have  it 
immediately  carefully  reconnoitred,  and  llcetches  taken  of 
all  the  landing  places,  great  roads,  and  by-paths,  encamp- 
ing grounds,  heights,  rivers,  creeks,  morafles,  and  every 
thing  that  it  can  be  of  any  Importance  to  know.  Marcus- 
Hook  feems  to  be  the  moil  advanced  place  at  which  it  is 
conjedured  the  enemy  will  land  ;  the  furvey  fhould  there- 
fore comprehend  all  the  country  between  that  and  Phila- 
delphia. Monlieur  Du  Coudray  has  offered  his  fervice, 
with  his  engineers,  to  do  this  bufinefs,  if  authorifed  by 
Congrefsj  only  requiring  that  they  may  be  fupplied  with 
horfes  and  a  hand  or  two.  If  Congrefs  approve  of  it,  I 
fhall  be  glad  they  may  be  defined  to  enter  upon  it  without 
lofs  of  time. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Sunday  evemitgy^   9  o'cloci, 

I  THIS  minute  received  your  favour  of  this  after- 
noon, tranfmitting  inteiiigence  that  a  iieet  w^  feen  off  Si- 
napuxent  on  the  feventh  inftant.  I  was  about  three  miles 
eaihvard  of  the  Billet  tavern,  on  the  road  leading  to  Cor- 
yel's  ferry,  when  the  exprefs  arrived.  The  troops  are  en- 
camped near  the  road,  where  they  will  remain  till  I  have 
Vol.  II.  M        "  furthei' 

*  Augiift  iQ, 
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further  accounts  refpeding  the  fleet,  which  you  will  be 
pleafed  to  forward  to  me  by  the  earlieft  conveyance  after 
they  have  come  to  hand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c*  G.  W» 


SIR,  Head' garters  y  Camp  at  Crofs-Roads,  Aug,  I  a,  1 7^  7. 

GENERAL  Newcomb  having  informed  me  that  he 
had  coliedled  a  body  of  about  five  hundred  Jerfey  militia  at 
Woodbury,  I  have  defired  him  to  endeavour  to  keep  them 
together  while  matters  remain  in  their  prefent  uncertainty 
and  fufpenfe,  and  to  employ  them  in  whatever  works  may 
be  carrying  on  at  Billingfport  or  Red-bank  for  the  defence 
of  the  river.  I  mention  this,  that,  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
proper,  monfieur  Du  Coudray  may  be  directed  to  call  for 
the  afliftance  of  thofe  militia  accordingly. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G^  W. 


SIR,  Head-  garters ,  Camp  at  C  r  of s- Roads ,  Ai^g,  ISil'jyj* 

MONSIEUR  Du  Coudray  has  laid  before  me  a 
plan  of  the  river,  by  which  it  appears  that,  for  a  confidera- 
ble  fpace  between  the  two  fand-banks  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Fort-Ifland,  there  is  from  four  to  four. and  a  half  fathoms 
depth  of  water.  According  to  this  reprefentation,  there 
would  be  room  for  three  frigates  to  lie  between  thofe  banks 
in  fuch  a  pofition  as  to  enfilade  the  works  at  Fort-Ifland, 
and  make  it  difiicult  to  maintain  them. 

There  are  but  two  ways  of  remedying  this  inconveni- 
ence ; — one  by  having  a  fufficient  number  of  chevaux-de- 
frife  funk  at  the  entrance  between  the  two  banks  ; — and 
the  other,  by  having  the  left  flank  of  Fort-Ifland  fortifica- 
tion fupported  by  a  good  battery  capable  of  refifting  the 
cannon  of  the  (hips,  and  obliging  them  to  quit  their  ftation. 
The  fird  is  evidently  preferable,  becaufe  the  efficacy  of  it 
will  be  more  certain.  A  few  chevaux-de-frife  properly 
placed  might  efFeclually  bar  all  acceis  to  the  fiiips;  .but 
there  is  a  poilibility  that  any  battery  we  can  conrrrudr 
might  be  overpov;ered  by  the  fire  of  the  (hipping ;  and  as 

we 
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wc  have  few  cannon,  and  Fort-Ifland  Is  itfelf  a  marfhy 
ipot,  incapable  of  affording  earth  for  the  batteries  neceffary 
to  be  raifed  upon  it,  which  muil  be  brought  from  the  oppo- 
fite  ihore, — it  would  not  be  prudent  to  multiply  works  there 
more  than  cannot  be  avoided.  It  would  alfo  be  a  great 
advantage  gained,  to  fecure  the  id  and  from  annoyance  ex- 
cept in  one  point,  and  that  in  front,  from  only  three  fhlps 
at  a  time,- — which  would  be  effeded  by  (topping  up  the 
pafiage  between  the  two  banks  with^  chevaux-de-frlfe.  I 
ihould  therefore  think  it  of  importance  to  have  this  meat- 
ure  immediately  adopted  and  carried  into  execution. 
With  great  refped>  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc. 

G.  W. 


SI  R,  N'Jhaminy  Camp:,  ^^^S^iP  I^j  1777* 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  addreffing  a  few  lines  to 
Congrefs  on  a  fubjed  which  appears  to  me  of  infinite  im- 
portance, and  to  have  a  claim  to  their  ferious  attention. 
The  matter  I  allude  to  is  the  exorbitant  price  exaded  by 
merchants  and  venders  of  goods  for  every  neceffary  they 
difpofe  of.  I  am  fenfible  the  trouble  and  rifk  in  importing 
give  the  adventurers  a  right  to  a:  generous  price,  and  that 
luch,  from  motives  of  policy,  fhould  be  paid  :  but  yet  I 
cannot  conceive  that  they,  in  diredfc  violation  of  every  prin- 
ciple of  generofity,  of  reafon,  and  of  juftice,  fhould  be  al- 
lov/ed  (If  it  is  polTible  to  reftrain  them)  to  avail  themfelves 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  times,  and  to  amafs  fortunes  upon 
the  public  ruin. 

This  grievance  is  now  an  obje<5l  of  unlverfal  complaint, 
and  of  unlverfal  apprehenfion  :  and  the  confcquences  that 
are  likely  to  refult  from  a  continuance  of  it  excite  in  every 
well-afFe61:ed  mind  the  moft  difagreeable  feelings.  The 
inclofed  copy  of  a  memorial  from  a  part  of  the  Pennfylva* 
Ilia  officers  (hews  their  fentlments  upon  the  fubj€(5t :  and 
I  am  perfuaded  thofe  of  the  whole  army  are  iimilar,  as 
they  have  and  do  experience  the  grofs  abufes  they  com- 
plain of.  1  know  that  ways  and  means  for  preventing 
this  evil  wholly,  are  difficult  (if  pradllcable)  to  find  out : 
but  I  fhould  hope  that  Congrefs  themfelves,  or  the  fuprcme 
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powers  in  the  refpedlive  States,  through  their  recomraeircKi- 
tion,  may  devife  fome  mode  by  which  it  may  be  redreiTed 
in  part, 

I  think  there  are  two  meafures,  whichj,  if  adopted  and 
yut  under  proper  regulations,  would  be  of  ccnfiderable  (liv- 
ing to  the  pubhcy  and  to  the  army,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  would  contribute  a  good  deal  to  do  away  part  of  the 
imeafinefs  of  the  latter^  arifmg  from  the  enormous  prices 
they  are  compelled  to  pay  for  neceffarics.  Tlie  firft  is  the 
eftablifhment  of  public  tanneries  in  three  or  four  of  the 
States,  under  care  of  a  judicious  commiffary  or  diredlor,  to- 
which  all  the  hides  of  the  cattle  killed  for  the  army  (liould 
be  carried  and  tanned.  There  (ixould  be  alfo  deputies  ta 
attend  the  army  to  co]le6l  the  hides  :  and  it  appears  to  me 
that  eflablifliing  the  tanneries  in  different  States, — for  in- 
ftance,  one  in  this,  and  another  in  Conneclicut,— will  be. 
much  more  advifeable  than  fixing  only  one  in  either  of 
them ;  as  the  butinefs  may  be  carried  on  more  extenfivcly, 
with  more  convenience,  and  at  lefs  e^penfe,  tlian  if  the 
raw  hides  were  to  be  tranfported  to  one  place  only,  from 
which  probably  there  would  be  a  necelTity  of  carr^^ing 
them  the  whole  diftance  back  again  after  they  were  drelTed* 
This  fiibjed'  w^as  under  confideration  of  Congrefa  once  be* 
fore,  and  a  commiffary  (if  I  recollecft,  a  Mr.  Phillips)  ap- 
pointed, who  declined  the  office.  Leather  is  of  fuch  ef- 
fential  ufe,  and  fo  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  fhoes  and 
other  purpofes  in  the  army,  that  too  much  care  nor  too 
effe^Ttuai  means  cannot  be  taken  to  procure  it. 

What  I  have  ventured  to  mention,  if  gone  into,  will  add 
much  to  our  fiipplies,  and,  I  am  certain,  will  prevent  the 
high  and  unjuilifiable  prices  demanded  for  this  article  when 
in  the  hands  of  private  ov/ners.  Befides,  at  thofe  tanne- 
ries, a  number  of  artifts,  fuch  as  (hoe  and  harnefs  makers, 
might  be  employed  to  work  the  leather  up. 

In  like  manner,  fince  our  imports  of  fpirit  have  become 
fo  precarious,  nay,  impradlicable,  an  account  of  the  enemy's 
iieet  which  infefts  our  whale  coaft, — I  would  beg  leave  to 
iuggeft  the  propriety  of  ereding  public  ^iftilleries  in  difFer- 
"^cnt  States.  The  benefits  arifing  from  .the  moderate  ufe  of 
ilrong  liquor  have  been  experienced  in  all  armies,  and  are 
jaot  to  be  difputed.     In  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,  our 

fcldiery 


i 


OFFICIAL    LETTERS.  137 

.oidiery  cannot  obtain  fuch  fupp.lies  as  are  abfolutely  necef^ 
fary  ;  and  if  they  are  fortunate  enough  to  get  any,  it  is  from^ 
the  futlers  at  moft  extravagant  rates,  and  at  fuch  as  arc 
incredible  to  tell  of.  This  is  a  fource  of  much  complaint^ 
and,  I  fhould  hope,  may  be  removed  by  appointing  proper 
perfons  to  buy  grain  and  diftil  it  for  the  army, — large  quan- 
tities of  which  may  be  eafily  procured,  and  on  reafonable' 
terms,  in  many  of  the  States. 

In  refpeifl  to  the  obfervation  in  the  memorial  about 
rations,  it  is  certain  this  prefent  allowed  value  is  by  ncH 
means  fufficient ;  nor  does  it  anlwer  the  purpofe  intended. 
Since  that  was  fixed,  provifions,  like  every  other  article, 
though  not  from  the  fame  caufts-,'  have  become  extremely 
dear  ;  and  what  at  that  time  was  a  juft  equivalent,  is  to- 
tally inadequate  now.  This  matter,  I  doubt  not,  will  have 
the  attention  of  Congrefs,  and  fiich  regulations  be  made 
refpedting  it,  as  may  be  right  and  equitable. 

It  appears  to -me,  from  the  information  I  have  received, 
that  two  companies,-  each  to  confifl  of  fixty  men  at  leaft, 
under  proper  officers,  of  unfufpeded  attachment,  fpirit  and 
a(51:ivity, — fhould  be  immediately  raifed,  to  guard  the  labo- 
Tjatory  and  {lores  at  Carlifle,  Their  fecurity  is  ofconfid- 
erable  importance,  and  ought  to  be  attended  to.  Thefe 
companies,  befides  ferving  as  a  guard,  will  be  frequently  of 
ufe  as  efcorts  and  convoys  to  (lores.  If  Congrefs  fhould 
deem  them  necefTary,  and  order  them  to  be  enlifted,  yet  I 
would  recommend  that  they  fhould  not  be  raifed  as  merely 
ftatipnary  or  local, — having  found  from  experience  that 
regiments  or  companies  formed  upon  fuch  a  footing  enter 
upon  other  fervices  with  great  difcontQnt  and  reluclance, 
though  the  occafion  fhould  be  never  fo  prefHhg. 

In  a  letter  of  ■  the  thirteenth '  of  June,  I  fabmitted  to 
Congrefs  an  appUcation  from  the  officers  of  cavalry  refpecfl- 
ing  their  horfes, — whether  they  were  to  be  provided  at 
their  own  or  the  public  expenfe.-  I  alfo  laid  before  them, 
in  a  letter  of  the  fifth  of  July,  captain  Sullivan's  requifition 
for  pay.  1  fnall  be  glad  to  be  honoured  with  their  deter- 
mination upon  thefe  fubje(51s,  and  alfo  in  general  refpeding 
the  line  of  condud  I  fhould  purfue  as  to  the  pay  of  officers 
taken  prlfoners  at  any  time  before  the  clofe  of  the  lad  cam- 
paign, who  have  been  permitted  to  be  on  parole  ; — and 
M3  whether 
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whether  there  is  to  be  any  dlftin(flion  between  fuch  of  them 
as  are  continued  by  new  appointments,  and  thofe  who  are 
not.  I  have  frequent  applications  in  thefe  inftances,  and 
wifli  to  know  how  to  a6l. 

Since  the  exprefs  from  general  Schuyler  left  this,  I  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  governor  Clinton,  a  copy  of  which, 
and  of  its  inclofures,  I  herewith  tranfmit,  as  they  give  a 
much  more  favourable  account  of  the  affair  at  Fort-Schuy- 
ler,  than  was  contained  in  his  letter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W- 


SIR,  Nejhaminy  Campy  Augujl  17,1777, 

THE  unfavourable  fituation  of  our  affairs  in  the 
northern  department,  and  the  prefEng  applications  of  gen- 
eral Schuyler  for  aid,  induced  me  to  write  fome  time  ago 
to  general  Putnam  to  hold  Vancortlandt  and  Livingfton's 
regiments  in  readinefs  to  embark  for  Albany,  in  cafe  I 
fhould  find  it  necefTary,  and  the  fuccours  he  received  of 
militia  would  juftify  the  meafure.  I  have  the  honour  to 
acquaint  you,  that,  by  a  letter  from  him,  of  the  fixteenth, 
which  came  to  hand  yefterday,  he  informed  me  that,  with- 
out waiting  for  further  diredions,  he  had  ordered  them  to 
proceed  with  all  poilible  expedition,  as  the  late  advices 
from  that  quarter  feemed  to  make  a  further  augmentation 
of ,  the  army  requifite. 

Befides  thefe,  I  have,  contrary  to  my  wifhes,  but  from 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  ordered  colonel  Morgan  to  march 
immediately  with  his  corps  as  an  additional  fupport.-  I 
hope  they  will  be  of  material  fervice,  particularly  in  oppof- 
ing  the  favage  part  of  general  Burgoyne's  force,  which, 
from  every  account,  fpreads  a  general  alarm  among  the 
inhabitants,  €nd  affeds  the  minds  of  the  militia  not  a  little, 
who  have  not  been  much  accuilomed  to  their  mode  of 
warfare. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W* 
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S  I  Rj  Head-Barters y  Camp  at  Crofs- Roads,, Aug,  17,1777, 

COLONEL  Portail,  for  himfelf  and  in  behalf  of  the 
gentlemen  with  liim,  has  made  different  applications  to  me 
for  horfes  and  fervants  ;  and  I  have  been  in  a  manner  un- 
der the  neceflity  of  furnifhing  them  by  way  of  loan,  till 
they  can  be  otherwife  provided.  They  expe£l  thefe  things 
to  be  found  them  at  the  public  expenfe  ;  and  inform  me 
that  the  matter  is  now  before  Congrefs,  whofe  determina- 
tion they  look  for  every  moment,  1  have  taken  the  liberty 
to  mention  this,  becaule  I  fhould  be  glad,  if  any  thing  of* 
the  kind  is  intended,  that  it  might  be  done  as  foon  as  con- 
venient ;  or,  if  it  is  not,  that  they  may  be  informed  their  ex- 
pedlations  are  not  well  founded/  This  will  put  them  upoti 
providing  for  themfelves,  and  prevent  their  repeating  their 
applications  to  me  on  a  fubjed  which  I  am  not  authorifed 
to  do  any  thing  in, 

1-  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W 


S  I  ^^  Nejhaminy  Camp,  Auguji  I §,  T  7  7 7, 

I  LAST  night  had  the  honour  of  your  favour  of  the 
feventeenth,  with  its  inclofure.  You  will  perceive  by  my 
letter  of  yefterday,  tranfmitted  by  favour  of  the  marquis 
De  la  Fayette,  that  I  had  been  fo  happy  as  to  anticipate 
the  views  of  Congrefs  by  ordering  colonel  Morgan  to 
march  with  his  corps  to  the  northern  army, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W-, 


SIR,  Camp,  Buch  County,  Aiigufe  20,  I777, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  forward  you  a  packet 
v/hich  jufl:  came  to  my  hands  from  general  Schuyler.  In 
his  letter  to  me  he  communicates  an  agreeable  account  of 
the  face  of  affairs  at  Fort-Schuyler  :  I  therefore  do  myfelf 
the  pleafure  of  incloiing  you  an  extract. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 

Camp 
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SIR,  Camp  at  Nejhaminy,  Augufi  ai,  1777. 

SINCE  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  twelfth  inftant  on  the 
fubjed  of  the  militia  under  the  command  of  general  New- 
comb,  I  have  received  another  letter  from  him,  which  you 
have  inclofed.  By  this  it  appears  that  the  men  were  not 
employed  in  any  way  while  they  were  at  Red-bank,  and 
that  they  are  tiow  anxious  to  get  home  to  their  farms,  as 
they  fee  no  immediate  occaGon  for  their  fervices.  As  I 
bad  in  forae  meafure  put  them  under  the  diredlion  of  mon- 
fieur  Du  Coudray,  I  did  not  choofe  to  giye  them  a  dif- 
charge  without  confulting  you,  though  in  my  opinion  they 
had  better  be  fuffered  to  go  home  than  be  kept  difcontented, 
as  they  will  turn  out  with  more  fpirit  when  they  are  wanted 
again.  The  bearer  waits  upon  you  for  your  determination.^ 
I  have  the.  honour  t  o,  be,  &  c. .  G. .  W. 


SI  R,  Head-Barters^  Bucks  County^  Aug.  21,1777. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  inclofe  you  a  copy  of 
doflor  Franklin's,  letter  in  favour  of  count  Pulafld,  of  Po- 
land, by  whom  this  will  be  handed  to  you...  I  fome  time 
ago  had  a  letter  from  Mr.  Deane,  couched  in  terms  equally 
fiivourable  to  the  charadler  and  military  abilities  of  this  gen- 
tleman. How  he  can  with  propriety  be  provided  for,  you 
will  be  beft  able  to  determine.  He  takes  this  from  me  as 
an  introdudlory  letter,  at  his  own  reqaeft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Ncjhamhty  Camp.Augtift  ai,  1777- 

FROM  the  time  which  has  elapfed  fince  general 
Howe  departed  from  the  Capes  of  Delaware,  tiiere  is  the 
ftrongefl"  reafon  to  conclude  that  he  is  gone  far  either  to 
the  eaflward  or  fouthward,  and  with  a  defign  to  execute 
fome  determined  plan.  'The  danger  of  the  fea, — the  inju- 
ry his  troops  muft  fuftain  from  being  fo  long  confined, — 
the  lofs  of  time,  fo  late  in  the  campaign, — will  fcarcely  ad- 
mit a  fuppofition  that  he  is  merely  making  a  feint,  and  ffill 

intends 
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intends  to  return  either  to  Delaware  or  the  North-river, 
\^'ithout  performing  lome  enterprife  iirft  in  another  quarter. 
The  probability  is  in  favour  of  a  fouthern  expedition,  be- 
caufe  he  lias  been  feen,  fince  his  departure  from  the  Ca|5es^ 
off  Sinapuxent,  fteering  a  fouthern  courfe, — and  becaufe, 
had  his  deftination  been  to  the  eaftward,  his  arrival  there> 
from  the  general  ftate  of  the  v/iads,  muft  have  announced 
it  before  this,  or  his  fleet  would  have  been  difcovered  by 
fome  of  tlie  cruifers  on  that  coaft. 

If  he  is  gone  to  the  fjuthward,  he  mull  be  gone  far  that 
way  I  for,  had  Chefapeak-bay  been  his  cbjefi:,  he  would 
have  been  there  long  (ince,  and  the  fac^t  well  eftablifhed. 
Beyond  that,  there  is  no  pkce  fhort  of  Charlefton,  of  fuf- 
ficient  importance  to  engage  his  attention.  The  extenfivs 
commerce,  the  vafl:  accumulation  of  military  and  other 
ftorcs  in  that  town  and  its  dependencies,- — with  the  eclat 
it  would  give  bis  arms  if  he  (Kould  unfortunately  take  it,, — - 
afford  him  Wronger  inducements  to  direft  his  operations 
there,  than  he  could  pollibly  have  eifewhere. 

Matters  being  thus  circumftanced,  an  important  queflion 
arifes, — how  this  army  is  to  be  employed  ?— If  his  inten- 
tions are  fuch  as  i  have  fuppoied  them^  it  appears  to  me 
that  an  attempt  to  follow  him  would  not  only  be  fruitlefi^^ 
but  v/ould  be  attended  with  the  moil  ruinous  confequences. 
The  didance  is  io  immenfe  that  general  Howe  might  ac- 
eomplifh  every  purpofe  he  had  in  view,  before  we  could 
poffibly  arrive  to  oppofe  him  ;  and  fo  long  a  march  through 
an  unhealthy  climate  at  this  feafbn  v/ouid  debilitate  and 
wade  a  principal  part  of  our  force.  Added  to  this, — ^aftcr 
we  had  made  a  confiderable  progrefs,  he  might  eafily  re- 
embark  his  troops  and  turn  his  arms  agaiaft  Philadelphia 
or  elfewhere,  as  he  (hould  think  proper,  without  our  being 
in  a  condition  to  give  the  leaft  aid. 

As  thefe,  and  many  other  reafons  which  will  readily 
occur  to  Congrefs,  will  fnew  the  impravfticability  of  our 
countera (fling  general  Howe  in  that  quarter  with  any  good 
effed:,  we  have  no  other  alternative  left  than  to  remain 
here  idle  and  inadlive,  on  the  remote  probability  of  his  re- 
turning this  way, — or  to  proceed  towards  Hudfon's-river, 
with  a  view  of  oppofing  general  Burgoyne,  or  making  an 
ilttempt   on  York-Ifiand^    as  the  fituation    of  affairs  Oiall 

^oint 
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point  out.  A-  fuccefsful  ftroke  with  refpedt  ,to  either 
would  be  attended,  with  the  moil:  fignal  advantages,  and 
would  be  the  bed  compenfation  we  could  make  for  any 
loffes  we  may  fuftain  to  the  fouthward.  Befides  thefe  con* 
fjderatlons, — if,  after,  all  our  conj?(5tures  and  reafoning  up- 
on the  fubjecl,  general  Howe-  fhould  be  gone  to  the  eaft- 
w^rd  to  co-operate  with  Mr*  Burgoyne,  the  army  will  be, 
by  the  movement  propofed,  fo  far  on  its  way,  to  prevent, 
I  hope,  the  fuccefs  of  his  enterprife. 

The  above  reafons  led  me  to  call  a  council  of  general 
cfficers  this  morning,  to  take  the  fiibje6l  of  removing  the 
troops  from  hence  into  confideration  :  and  I  am  happy  to 
inform  Congrefs  they  were  in  fentiiiient  with  me  upon  the 
occafion,  as  they  will  perceive  by  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
then  had,.which  1  da  myfelf  the  honour  of  laying  before 
them.  Neverthelefs',  as  it  is  a  movement  which  may  in- 
Yolve  the  moft  important  confequences,  I  have  thought 
proper  to  fubmlt  it  to  Congrefs  for  their  deliberation  and 
d^cifion.  If  it.  is  deemed  expedient,  wc  have  perhaps  not 
a,  moment  to  lofe.  in  carrying  it  into  execution  ^  and,  un* 
der  this  perfuafion,  I  liave  fen t  colonel  Hamilton,  one  of 
my  aides,  (who  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this)  to 
bring  me  the  refult  of  their  opinion* 

As  the  northern  department  has  been  all  along  conHd- 
ered  feparate,  and  in  fome  mealure  ,diltin<51-,  and  there  are 
fpecial  refolves  vefting  the  command  in  particular  perfons, — 
in  cafe  it  flioisld  hereafter  appear  eligible  to  unite  the  two 
armies,  it  may  perhaps  be  necefTary  that  Congrefs  fhould 
place  the  matter  upon  fuch  a  footing  as  to  remove  all  fcru- 
ples  or  difficulties  about  the  command,  that  could  poffibly 
arife  on  my  arrival  there.  This  I  requeft,  from  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  harmony,  and  from  my  knowing  the  ill  and  fatal 
confequences  that  have  often  arifen  from  fach  controver- 
fies,  and  not  from  the  moft  diftant  apprehenfion  that  one 
would  take  place  upon  fuch  an  event.  The  thing  however 
is  poflible  ;,  and  to  guard  againft  it,  can  do  no  injury. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S*  That  I  may  not  appear  inconfiftent,  to  advife 
and  to  d,<St  before  I  obtain  an  opinion, — 1  beg  leave  to 
mention  that  I  ihall  move  the  army  to  the  Delaware  to- 
morrow morning,  to  change  their  ground  at  any  rate,  as 

their 
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their  prefent  encampment  begins  to  be  difagreeabk,  and 
would  Injure  their  health  in  a.ihort  time.  Our  forage  alf© 
begins  to  grow-  fcarce  here. 


SIR,  .  Nejhaminy  Cafn(>y  Auguf  21^   IIJJ, 

I  AM  this  moment  honoured  with  yours  of  this 
morning,  containing  feveral  pieces  of  intelligence  of  the 
fleet's  having  been  feen  off  the  Capes  of  Virginia  on  the 
fifteenth  inftant.  I  fhall,  in  corifequence  of  this  informa- 
tion, halt  upon  my  prefent  ground  till  I  hear  fomething 
further. 

Colonel  Pinckney  of  South-Carolina  paid  me  a  vifit  two 
days  ago.  He  informed  me  that  the  military  jftores  in 
Charlefton  and  the  neighbourhood  were  immenfe,  and 
that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  governor  or  commanding 
^ificer  there  had  had  the  lead  intimation  of  the  fleet's  hav- 
ing flood  to  the  fbuthward  ;  and  he  feemed  very  apprehen- 
five,  that  if  Charlefton  was  their  objed,  they  would  find 
them  lulled  into  fecurity,  and  quite  unpreptired  for  an -at'* 
tack.  As  I  cannot  yet  think  that  general  Howe  ferioufly 
intends  to  go  into  Chefapeak,  I  would  by  all  means  advife 
that  an  exprefs  be  immediately  difpatched  (if  one  has  not 
already  gone)  to  warn  them  of  their  danger,  to  let  them 
prepare  in  the  beft  manner  for  defence,  and  to  advife  them 
to  remove  all  fupernumeraiy  ftores. 

I  fhall  immediately  call  upon  governor  Llvlngfton  to 
furnifh  the  number  of  militia  from  the  State  of  Jerfey,  de^ 
iTjanded  by  requifition  of  Congrefs,  to  garrifon  the  forts  in 
the  Highlands,  while  the  New-York  militia  march  to  rein- 
force the  northern  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  'G.  W. 


SIR,  Head- garters  ^  Ca?rp  at  Crofs-RoadsyAt'.g.  22,  Tjyj* 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  favour  containing  the  in- 
telligenvce  of  the  enemy^s  arrlvar in  Chefapeak  bay,  and  the 
refolution  of  Congrefs  thereupon.  I  have,  in  confequence 
of  this  accouat,  feat  orders  to  general  Nafh  -immediately 


to 
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to  embftfk  his  Brigade  and  colonel  Prodler's  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, if  yeflels  can  be  procured  for  the  purpofe,  and  to 
proceed  to  Chefter, — or,  if  veffels  cannot  be  provided,  to 
haften  towards  that  place  by  land  with  all  the  difp'atch  he 
can,  I  have  alfo  direfted  general  Sullivan  to  join  this  ar- 
my with  his  divifion  as  fpeedily  as  pofKble,  and  I  have 
iffued  orders  for  all  the  troops  here  to  be  in  motion  to-mor- 
row morning  very  ^arly,  with  intention  to  march  them  to- 
wards Philadelphia,  and  onwards. 

I  am  happy  to  find  Congrefs  have  ordered  the  removal 
of  the  ftores  from  Lan carter  and  York,  to  places  of  great- 
er fafety,  which  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  proper  and  nec- 
effary  meafure. 

With  mttch  refpedt  and  efteem,  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  fervant,  G.  W. 


SIR,  Auguft  27,,  1777. 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  army  marched 
early  this  morning,  and  will  encamp,  I  expert,  this  even-, 
ing,  within  five  or  fix  miles  of  Philadelphia.  To-morrow 
morning  it  will  move  again,  and  I  think  to  march  it  through 
the  city,  but  without  halting.  I  am  induced  to  do  this, 
from  the  opinion  of  feveral  of  my  ofiicers  and  many  friends 
in  Philadelphia,  that  it  may  have  fome  influence  on  the 
minds  of  the  difaffeded  there,  and  thofe  Wio  are  dupes  to 
their  artifices  and  opinions.  The  march  will  be  down 
Front  and  up  Chefnut-ftreet,  and^  I  priefume,  about  feven 
o'clock. 

Notwithftanding  the  arrival  of  the  enemy's  £eet  In  Chef- 
apeak-bay,  and  the  feeming  probability  that  general  Howe 
will  debark  his  troops  and  attempt  fomething,  yet  I  would 
take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  1  think  the  feveral  works 
for  the  defence  of  the  city  fiiould  be  carried  on  v/ith  the  . 
ufaal  induihy,  and  that  no  pains  fnould  be  omitted  to  com- 
plete them.  I  would  alfo  advife  that  the  fame  look-outs 
for  intelligence  fnould  be  Continued  at  the  Capes,  and  the 
earliefl:  information  communicated  of  any  tiling  material ; 
for,  though  the  fieet  is  in  Chefiipeak-ba}?-,  the  enemy  may 
piifli  In  a  number  of  veffels  with  troops^  and  make  an  ef- 
fort to  e&d  fome  flroke  againft  Philadelphia  by  fuiTrife. 

Such 
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'Such  an  event  does  not  feem  probable,  while  they  have  a 
larger  ihew  of  force  in  a  neighbouring  State  :  but  it  will  be 
prudent  to  guard  ^gainft  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.     I  think  fome  diredlions  fUould  be  given  general 
Armftrong  refpeding  the  miHtia. 


SI  R,  Chejier,  Auguji  tj,  1777,  eight  o  clock. 

I  LAST  night  had  the  honour  of  your  favour  of  the 
tsventy-fourth,  with  its  inclofures.  No  letters  came  for 
you  from  general  Schuyler;  and  therefore,  agreeable  to 
your  requeft,  I  tranfmit  you  a  copy  of  one  I  received  from 
him,  and  of  the  niaterial  papers  which  it  covered.  Among 
the  copies,  you  will  find  general  Burgoyne's  inftrudlions  at 
large  to  lieutenant-colonel  Baum,  pointing  out  the  objedls 
of  his  command  when  he  was  firft  detached.  What  we 
had  before  was  after  he  marcjied,  and  was  an  anfwer  to  a 
report  he  had  received  from  him.  There  was  alfo  a  mit 
iake  in  his  name  before,  being  called  Bern  in  the  cppies 
ient  by  general  Lincoln. 

I  fhali  be  happy  if  the  account  refpe£ling  Staten-Ifland 
iliould  prove  true  : — I  hope  it  will. 

Two  divifions  of  the  army  moved  this  morning,  and 
v/ill  proceed  after  a  fhort  halt  near  this  place  to  refrefh 
themfelves :  the  remainder  will  continue  on  their  ground 
to-day,  in  order  to  reft  and  recover  from  the  fatigue  of  tbe 
march  yefterday  and  the  day  before.  After  breakfaft  1 
intend  to  fet  out  for  Wilmington  with  the  light-horfe,  to 
reconnoitre  the  country,  and  to  obtain  the  beft  information 
I  can  refpe6ting  the  enemy. 

I  halve  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  The  publication  of  general  Burgoyne's  inftruc- 
tions,  with  a  few  comments,   I  think^  might  be  attended 
■  with  many  advantages. 
Vol.  II.  N  Wilmington^ 
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SIR,  IVilmingitrt^  Augufi  25,  lTJ*J,fix  o'clock^  P,  M. 

THE  indofed  intelligence  has  jufl:  come  to  my  hands. 
General  Greene's  and  general  Stephen's  divifions  are  with- 
in a  few  miles  of  this  place.  I  (hall  order  them  to  march 
immediately  here.  The  two  other  divifions  halted  this 
day  at  Derby  to  refrefh  themfelves  ;  but  they  will  come  on  ' 
as  expeditioufly  as  poilible.  There  are  about  five  hundred 
Pennfylvania  militia  at  Chefter  and  Marcus-Hook,  that  are 
armed  :  there  are  a  number  more  unarmed.  I  have  order- 
ed all  the  armed  immediately  down.  I  do  not  know  what 
number  of  militia  of  this  State  are  yet  coUedted ;  but  I  am 
told  they  turn  out  with  great  alacrity. 

There  are  a  quantity  of  public  and  private  ftores  at  the 
Head-of-Elk,  which  1  am  afraid  will  fall  into  the  enemy's 
hands  if  they  advance  quickly^  among  others,  there  is  a 
confiderable  parcel  of  fait.  Every  attempt  will  be  made 
to  fave  that.  When  I  get  my  force  collected,  I  (hall  dit 
pofe  of  it  in  the  moft  advantageous  manner  in  my  power. 
To  this  end,  1  purpofe  to  view  the  grounds  towards  the 
enemy  in  the  morning  :  I  am  yet  a  ftranger  to  them.  ^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Wilmington,  Augujf  t'J^l'J'jy^ 

I  THIS  morning  returned  from  the  Head-of-Elk, 
which  I  left  laft  night.  Im.  refpe<5l  to  the  enemy,  I  hav^ 
nothing  new  to  communicate : — they  remain  where  they 
debarked  firft.  I  could  not  find  out  from  inquiry  what 
number  is  landed,  nor  form  an  eftiraate  of  it  from  the  dis- 
tant view  I  had  of  their  encampment.  But  few  tents 
were  to  be  feen  from  Iron-hill  and  Gray 's- hill,  which  are 
the  only  eminences  about  Elk.  I  am  happy  to  inform  joxbu 
that  all  the  public  ftores  are  removed  from  thence,  except 
about  feven  thoufan^  buihels  of  corn.  This  I  urged  the- 
commilTary  there  to  get  off  as  foon  as  poflibk,  and  hope  it 
will  be  effe(5lcd  in  fhe  courfc  0  a  few  days^  if  the  enemy 
fiiould  not  prevent,— which  their  fitiiation  gives  them  but 
too  eafy  an  opportunity  of  doing.  The  fcarcity  of  teams 
in  proportion  to  the  demand  will  render  the  removal  rather 

tedioiT5t 
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tedious,  though  I  have  direded  the  quarter-mafter  to  fer^d 
fome  from  hence  to  expedite  the  meafure. 

A  part  of  the  Dela\yare  militia  are  Rationed  there  ;  and 
about  nine  hundred  more  from  Pennfylvania  are  now  on  the 
march  that  way.  I  alfo  intended  to  move  part  of  the  army 
that  way  to-day,  but  am  under  the  neceffity  of  deferring  it 
till  their  arms  are  put  in  order,  and  they  are  furnifhed  with 
ammunition, — both  having  been  greatly  injured  by  the 
heavy  rains  that  fell  yeflerday  and  laft  night. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5cc.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head' garters y   IVilmingion,  Augujl  ^8,1777. 

HAVING  endeavoured,  at  the  felicitation  of  the 
count  De  Pulailci,  to  think  of  feme  mode  for  employing 
him  in  our  fervice,  there  is  none  occurs  to  me,  liable  to  fo 
few  inconveniences  and  exceptions  as  the  giving  him  the 
command  of  the  horfe.  This  department  is  ftill  without  a 
head,  as  I  have  not,  in  the  prefent  deficiency  of  brigadiers 
with  the  army,  thought  it  advifeable  to  take  one  from  the 
foot  for  that  command.  The  nature  of  the  horfe  fervice 
with  us  being  fuch  that  they  commonly  ad  in  detachments, 
a  general  officer  with  them  is  lefs  neceflary  than  at  the 
Iread  of  the  brigades  of  infantry.  In  the  abfence  of  gener- 
al Small  wood,  who  is  ordered  t6  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Maryland  militia^  we  ihall  have  two  brigades  with^ 
out  general  officers. 

But  though  the  horle  will  fuffer  lefs  from  the  want  of  a 
general  officer  than  the  foot,  a  man  of  real  capacity,  expe- 
rience and  knowledge  in  that  fervice,  might  be  extremely 
ufeful.  The  count  appears,  by  his  recommendations,  to 
have  fuftained  no  inconfiderable  military  character  in  his 
own  country  :  and  as  the  principal  attention  in  Poland  has 
been' for  fome  time  pad:  paid  to  the  cavalry,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
fumed  this  gentleman  is  not  unacquainted  with  it.  I  fub- 
mit  it  to  Ccngrefs  how  far  it  may  be  eligible  to  confer  the 
appointment  I  have  mentioned  upon  him  :  they  will  be 
fenfible  of  all  the  objections  attending  the  meafure,  without 
my  particularifing  them,  and  can  determine  accordingly. 

%  This 
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This  gentleman,  we  are  told,  has  been,  like  us,  engaged 
in  defending  the  liberty  and  independence  of  his  country,, 
and  has  facrificed  his  fortune  to  his  zeal  for  thofe  objeds* 
He  derives  from  hence  a  title  to  our  refpe6t,  that  ought  to 
operate  in  his  favour,,  as  far  as  the  good  of  the  fen  ice  will; 
permit  ;  but  it  can  never  be  expedted  vve  fkould  lofe  fight 
of  this.  ^ 

I  Jiave  the  honour  toi)e,  &Ci  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Head'^arUrs,  Wihilngton^  Augujl. K),  IJIT*- 

ON  my,  return  to  this  place  la(l  evening  from  White- 
Clay  creek,  I  was  honoured  with  yours  of  the  twent^^-ler* 
cnthj  with  fandry  refolves  of  Congrefs>  to  which  1  (hall 
pay  due  attention. 

The  enemy  advanced  a  part  of  their  army  yeflerday  to 
Gray's-hill  about  two  miles  on  this  fide  of  Elk, — wheth^ 
€r  with  intent  to  take  pofl:  there,  or  to  cover  while  they 
remove  what  ftores  they  found  in  the  tov/n,  I  cannot  yet 
determine.  I  do  not  know  what  quantity  of  private  prop- 
erty remairiied  ;  but  of  the  public  there  were  feveral  thou- 
iand  bufhels  o^  corn  and'^oats,  which  might  have  been  re- 
moved alfb,  had  not  mofl:  of  the  teams  in  the  country  been 
employed  by  private  perfons  in  bringing  off  very  valuable 
floods. 

Our  light  parties  yefterday  took  between  thirty  and  for- 
ty prifoners  :  twelve  deferters  from  the  navy  and  eight 
from  the  army  have  already  come  in  ;  but  they  are  able  to 
give  U9  very  little  intelligence.  They  genei'ally  agree  tha^ 
their  troops  are  healthy,  but  that  their  horfes  fuffered  very 
much  by  the  voyage. 

By  a  letter  from  general  Gates,  wliich  you  were  pleafed 
to  trarifmit  me  yefterday,  he  requefts^  that  commiHiqn?^, 
may  be  fent  to  brigadiers  Glover,  Poor,  and  Patterfonj 
which  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  do  by  the  return  exprefs. 
The  two  laft  loft  theirs  with  their  baggage  at  Ticonderoga, 
and  general  Glover  had  none. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &Ci  G.  W, 

"*       WilmingtOTif, 
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SIR,  Wilmingion,  Au^uji  ^O.jyjJ^. 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrelTing  you  yefter- 
day,  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred,  and  the  enemy 
remain  as  they  then  were.  I  was  reconnoitring  the  coun- 
try and  different  roads  all  yefterday,  and  am  now  fetting 
out  on  the  fame  bufinefs  again. 

Senfible  of  the  advantages  of  light  troops,  I  have  formed 
a  corp5  under  the  command  of  a  brigadier,  by  draughting  a 
hundred  from  each  brigade,  which  is  to  be  conftantly  neat 
the  enemy,  and  to  give  them  every  poflible  annoyance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

Ten  d'clod. — This  minute  twenty-four  Britifh  prifoners 
arrived,  taken  yefterday  by  captain  Lee  of  the  light  horfe. 


S-I  R,  -  Wilmington^  September  I,  I777»- 

THE  lateft  and  mofl:  material  intelligence  which  I 
have  obtained  refpe^ing  the  enemy,  you  will  find  in  the 
iflclofed  papers,  which  I  do  myfelf  the  honour  of  tranfmit- 
ing  to  you. 

How  far  the  enemy  have  it  in  view  to  extend  themfelvcs 
in  a  line  from  bay  to  bay,  I  cannot  determine  :  but  the- 
idea  has  taken  place  with  many  ;  and  it  is  faid  to  be  found- 
ed on  their  hints  to  fome  perfons,  who,  from  accident  in 
fome  inftances,  and  perhaps  choice  in  others,  have  had  a 
more  familiar  intercourfe  with  them.  I  cannot  fuppofe  they 
have  any  fuch  defign,  or,  if  they  have,  ti;iat  it  can  be  more 
than  temporary  for  procuring  fupplies  of  provifions. 

General  Howe's  declaration  is  agreeable  to  his  conftant 
ufage,  and  is  what  we  might  reafonably  exped.  The  only 
difference  is,  the  prefent  exhibition  is  ftyled  a  *  declaration  J* 
It  is  another  effprt  to  feduce  the  people  to  give  up  their 
ngh'is';  and  'to  encourage  our  foldiery  to  defert.  The  fads 
contained  in  the  depo'ition  of  Francis  Alexander,  which 
you  have  alfo  inelofed,  feem  to  be  oppofed  to  that  regular- 
ity and  difcjpline  which   are  promifed  by  the   declaraiion. 

Yefterday  there   was   fome  il<irmi{hing  betv/een    one  of 

our  advanced   parties  and  one   of  the  enemy's,  in  which 

they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  with  the  Icfs  of  an  ofEcer  and 

N  2  three 
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three  men  killed,  according  to  report.  We  had  one  pri- 
vate  wounded. 

I  have  received  no  particular  accounts  refpeding  the 
Maryland  eaftern  fhore  militia  :  from  the  bed  in  formation- 
I  have,  a  great  many  are  well  difpofed  to  turn  out,  but 
are  prevented  giving  their  aid  through  the  want  of  arms. 
Apprehending  that  the  militia  there  would  ftand  in  need' 
of  an  officer  to  arrange  them,  I  wrote  to  general  Cadwal- 
lader,  requefting  his  good  offices,  which  I  am  told  have 
been  exerted.  Colonel  Gift  is  now  gone  down,  and  I 
expe(5t  will  move  on  as  foon  as  poffible,  with  fuch  as  are 
armed,,  towards  the  enemy.  General  Smallwood  is  gone 
to  take  the  command  of  thofe  on  the  weftern  fhore,  of 
whom  I  hear  many  are  colledling  :. — but  I  have  no  au« 
thentic   advices   on  the  fubje<5t. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,.  &c..  G.  W. 

Will  it  not  be  advifeable  to  order  colonel  Richardfon's 
regiment  from  their  prefent  ftation,  to  march  and  join  the 
eairern  fliore  militia  ? 


SIR,  '  JVilmhigton,  Sepietrtber  I,  1 77 7. 

AT  half  after  twelve  o'clock  I  v/as  honoured  with 
yours  of  this  morning,  with  its  feveral  inelofures.'  I  fhali 
make  inquiry  refpeding  the  woikm-en  in  the  militia,  and 
will  order  all  to  be  detached  that  can  be  fpared. 

The  intelligence  from  the  northward  is  very  interefting, 
and  I  hope  will  be  fucceeded  by  other  fortunate  events. 
I  am  forry  general  Arnold  did  not  arrive  fooner  :  if  he 
had,  it  is  probable  the  enemy  v/ould  have  fufFered  confid- 
crably  in  their  retreat.  1  flatter  myfelf  that  we  fliall  have 
nothing  more  to  apprehend  in  that  quarter  this^campaign, 
and  that  the  dilgrace  and  difappointrnent^they  have  met,-, 
with  will  produce  a  favourable  change  in  the  diipofitions 
ef  the  Indians. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  hz,  G.  W. 

P.  S.     You  will  be  pieufed  to  fend  the  letter  for  colonel 
Hughes  by  the  eaftern  poft  to-morrow. 
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g  I  R,  IVilmlngton^  Sept.  3, 1 7  7  7,  eight  o^chch,  P.  M, 

I  THIS  minute  returned  to  head- quarters,  where  1 
found  your  favour  of  this  date,  with  the  refolves  refpedling 
general  Sullivan,  and  colonel  Rkhardfon's  battalion.  I 
had  converfed  with  general  Sullivan  upon  the  fubjed,  and 
,  obferved  to  him  that  it  was  necefTary  an  inquiry  mould  ba 
had  relative  to  the  affair  of  Staten-Idand,  as  his  conducft 
was  cenfured,  and  much  diffatisfadlion  prevailed*  He  was 
Xenfible  of  the  propriety  of  the  meafure, -and  expreffed  ^ 
defire  that  it  (hould  take  place,  provided  he.  could  have  the 
benefit  of  general  Smallwood's  teftimony,  who  v;as  on  the 
expedition.  That  gentleman  happens  at  this  time  to  be  in 
Maryland  ;  v/hich  muft  neceffarily  delay  the  inquiry,  unlefs 
fome  mode  can  be  agreed  upon  for  obtaining  his  fentiments. 
upon  the  matter.- 

This  morning  the  enemy  cams  out  with  acon-fiderabl© 
force  and  three  pieces  of  artiller}';,  againft  our  light  advanc- 
ed corps,  and,  after  fome  pretty  fm art  flcirmifhing,  obliged 
them  to  retreat, — being  far  Inferior  in  number,  and  without 
cannon.  The  lofs  on  either  fide  is  not  yet  afcertained  : 
Gurs,  though  not  exa(5tly  known,  is  not  very  confiderable  ; 
theirs,  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  was  much  greater,  as 
fome  of  our  parties,  compofed  of  expert  markfmen,  had 
opportunities  of  giving  them  feveral  clofe,  weil-direifted 
fires, — more  particularly  in  one  inftavice,  when  a  body  of 
riflemen  formed  a  kind  of  ambufcade.  They  advanced 
about  two  miles  this  fide  of  Iron-hill,  and  then  withdrew 
to  that  place,  leaving  a  piquet  at  Couch's  mill,  about  a  mile 
in  front.  Our  parties  now  lie  at  White-Clay  creek,  ex- 
cept the  advanced  piquets,  which  are  at  ChriiHana  bridge. 

On  Monday  a  large  detachment  of  the  enemy  landed  at 
Cffcil  court-houfe  ;  and  this  morning  I  had  advice  of  their 
having  advanced  on  the  Newcaflie  road  as  far  as  Carfon's 
taver I?.  •'Parties  of  horfe  were  font  out  to  reconnoitre 
them,  which  went  three  milts  beyond  the  Red  Lion,  but 
could  neither  fee  nor  hear  of  them  ;  whence  I  conje^^ure 
they  hied  off  by  a  road  to  their  left,  and  fell  in  with  their 
main  body.  The  defign  of  their  movement  this  morning 
feems  to  have  been  to  difperfe  our  light  troc  ps  who  had 
ii,:cn  troublefome  to  them,  and  to  gain  poffciBon  of  Iron- 

hUi, 
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hill,  to  eftablifh  a  pod  mofl:  probably  for  covering  their 
retreat  in  cafe  of  accidents. 
.  J  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. . 


Sin,  Mead- garters,  Wilmington,  Sept,  S,l'/77>  , 

SINCE  I  did  myfelf  the  honour  of  writing  to  you 
the  night  before  laft,  the  enemy  have  remained  entirely 
quiet.  A  perfon  who  came  exprefs  from  general  Rod- 
ney informs  me  that  the  enemy's  (hipping  fell  down 
from  Cecil  court-houfe  on  Tuefday  laft  ;  but  how  low, 
he  does  not  know.  I  have  defired  general  Rodney  to 
inquire  into  this  matter,  and,  if  it  be  true,  to  fend  perfons 
along  the  bay  fhore  to  fee  where  they  lie.  General  Max- 
well, who  is  juft  come  up  from  the  lines,  confirms  the 
account  of  the  fhipping  having  fallen  down  Elk  :  but  it  is 
thought  to  be  with  a  defign  of  going  up  the  other  arm  of 
the  bay  for  the  convenience  of  watering  near  ^be  mouth 
of  Sufquehanna. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec,  G.  W« 

P.  S.  We  have  not  been  able  to  afcertain  the  enemy's 
lofs  in  the  late  a6tion  any  other  way  than  by  a  woman  who 
came  from  their  camp  yeflerd^y  : — fhe  fays  (he  faw  nine 
waggon-loads  of  wounded.  1  think  this  probable,  becaufe 
we  had  about  forty  killed  and  wounded  ;  and,  as  our  men 
were  thinly  ported,  they  muft  have  done  more  damage 
upon  a  clofe  body,  than  they  received. 


SIR,  Neivport,  September  7,  1777- 

HIS  excellency  being  out  reconnoitring  and  bufily 
engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  array,  I  have  the  honour  to 
acknowledge  his  receipt  of  5*our  letter  of  the  fixth,  with 
the  refoluticjiis  incJoied,  which  came  to  hand  yefterday 
afternoon. 

In  renx  "m  ^  '  i    r?queiled  of  Jerfey,  his  excel- 

lency is  '  •  .  /  can  be  olji^inecf  ;  for  gov- 

ernor !.i /.r^iLCi  ;^    .  .'      ;r._.j  irfoivacd  him  that  he 

had 
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;;ad  no  €xpe(5latIon  that  more  than  three  hundred  of  the 
thoufand  called  for  to  garrifon  the  polb  in  the  Highlands, 
wodld  march,  notwithiianding  he  had  iffued  orders  far . 
ihdt  piirpofe  ;  and  t^iat  three  weeks  would  probably  elapfe 
before  that  number  went.  If  the  rcquifitlon  can  be  com- 
pr;?vl  wirh,  he  has  no  doubt  of  general  Dickuifcn*s  exer- 
'tions,  and  is  fatisfied  with  the  propriety  of  appointing  him- 
to  thd^cbmniand.  This,  he  imagines,  would  have  follow- 
ed of  ccurfe,  as  he  is  m^ijor-general  of  all  the  militia  in  the 
St?.te,  and  has  given  ample  tellimony,  as  well  of  his  ca- 
pacity as  of  his- iirinnefs  and  bravery. 

By  deferters  and  other  intelligence,  his  excellency,  was 
informed  laft  nigbi  that  the  enemy's  whole  force  left  Elk 
yederday,  and  advanced  on  the  road  towards  Chriftiana, 
The  dcforters  added  that  they  had  difencumbered  them- 
ieives  of  all  their  tents  and  baggage,,  and.  had  fent  theta. 
back  and  re-embLirked  them.  Aiitheir,  fhips,  except  two- 
or  three  which  are  fnips  of  war,  are  Hud  ta  have  fallen 
down  the  bay,  below  the  mouth  of  Safiafras.  We  have 
_had  no  information  to-day  of  any  farther  movements  5  and^ 
I  believe  their  main  body  lies  about  Iron- hill. 

Phave  the  honour  to  be,-&:3C.  R.  H.  Harrison* 

P.  S,     The  deferters   faid  they  had  deftroyed  a^  goodt 
deal  of  the  corn,  Sec.  they  found  in  llore. 


SIR,  £}^Bt  miles  from  TVilmington,  Sifpf.  9,  .I777.. 

THE  enemy  advanced  yefterday  with  a  fceming  in- 
tention of  attacking  us  upon  our  poft  near  Newport.  We 
waited  for  them  the  whole  day  ;  but  they  halted  in  the 
evening  at  a  place  called  Miiltown,  about  two  miles  from 
us.  Upon  reconnoitring  their  fituation,  it  appeared  prob- 
able that  they  only  meant  to  amufe  us  in  front,  while  their 
real  intent  was  to  march  by  our  right,  and,  by  fuddenly 
pafling  the  Brandiwine  and  gaining  the  heights  upon  the 
north  fide  of  that  river,  get  between  us  and  Philadelphia, 
and  cut  us  off  from  that  city.  To  prevent  this,  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  change  our  pofition  immediately  :  the 
army  accordingly  marched  at  two  o'clock  this  morning, 
and  will  take  poft  this  evening  upon  the  high  grounds  irear 

Chad'a 
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Chad's  ford.  We  have  heard  nothing  circumflantial  front 
the  enemy  this  day  :  when  1  do,  I  fhall  immediately  trapt 
mh  you  an  account. 

I  ha¥e  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G«  W. 


SIR,.  Chad*  s  Ford,   Sepiemkr  IG5  I  777, 

YESTERDAY  evening  I  received  the  honour  of 
your  letter  of  the  ninth,  with  its  feveral  inclofares.  I 
have  written  to  general  Putnam  to  detach  tlie  iifteen  hun- 
dred men  mentioned  by  Congrefs,  and  inclofe  my  letter 
upon  the  fubjefl:,  which  you,  will  be  pleafed  to  forward  ta 
him  by  the  earlieft  opportunity. 

In  refpe^  to  the  fubjedt  of  monfieur  Du  Coudray's  let- 
ter, I  would  beg  leave  to  obferve,  however  eligible  the 
meafure  might  otherwrfe  be  which  he  recommends,  an  at- 
tempt  to  carry  it  into  execution  at  this  time  would  anfwer 
no  valuable  purpofe,  as  the  v/ork  in  all  probability  could 
not  be  more  than  marked  out  when  it  would  be  wanted. 
I  would  alfo  add  that  I  do  not  conceive  any  great  advan- 
tages could  he,  derived  from  it,  fuppofing  it  could  be  com- 
pleted,^— as  we  are  certain  the  enemy  will  never  attack 
lines  which  they  can  avoid.  If  they  were  obliged  to  ap- 
proach Philadelphia-  by  a  particular  route,  in  fuch  cafe  no< 
exertions  fliould  be  fj)ared  to  erecft  works,  and  the  adop» 
tion  of  the  plan  would'  be  highly  expedient. 

The  enemy  are  now  lying  near  Kennet's  Square,  and 
in  a  tolerable  compad  body.  They  have  parties  advanced 
on  the  Lancafter  road,  and  on  thofe  leading  over  this  ford 
and  to  Wilmington.  Manoeuvring  appears  to  be  their 
plan.  I  hope,  notwithftanding,  that  we  fhall  be  able  to- 
find  out  their  real  intended  route,  and  to  defeat  their  pur- 
pofes. 

By  light-horfemen  this  inflant  corne  in,  the  enemy  are 
in  motion,  and  appear  to  be  advancing  towards  us.  His 
excellency  is  giving  the  neceffary  orders,  and  getting  the 
troops  under  arms,  v/hich  prevents  him  from  Cgning  this 
himfelf,  as  was  intended  at  firfl. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  R.  H.  Harrison. 

Oh.q^ clock. — It  is  faid  the  euemy  have  halted. 

Cam^ 
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/;Si  R,  Camp  ai  Chcu^i  Ford^  Sept,  lO,  I777« 

YOUR  favour  of  this  morning  came  to  hand  about 
two  o'clock.  His  excellency  was  then  out,  and  flill  is. 
I^^have  nothing  material  to  inform  you  of  refpe<5ling  the 
enemy.  By  the  laft  advices  from  our  reconnoitring  par- 
ities, they  had  halted  in  a  low  ground  ftrongly  flanked  by 
two  hills,  about  a  mile  below  Welch's  tavern.  It  is  fup- 
pofed  they  moved  from  the  poll  they  occupied  this  morn- 
ing, for  want  of  water.  Some  interefting  event  may  take 
place  to-morrow,  as  they  are  within  a  convenient  diftance 
to  attack,  if  they  have  any  fuch  intention. 

1  have  the  lionour  to  be,  &c.  R.  H.  Harri so n. 


Chad's  Ford,  Sept,  II,  I777,  three  quarters  after  8  oclock^A.  M, 

THE  enemy  are  now  advancing.  Their  prefent  ap- 
pearance indicates  a  dilpofition  to  purfue  this  route.  If 
they  do,  I  trufl  they  will  meet  with  a  fultabie  reception, 
and  fuch  as  will  eftabliih  our  liberties.  They  are  now  ad- 
vanced near  the  Brandiwine,  and  have  fired  feveral  pieces 
of  artillery. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  R.  H.  Hahruok. 


SIR,  Chad's  Ford,  5  ochcl,  P.  M,  Sept,  11,1777. 

WHEN  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  you  this 
morning,  I  mentioned  that  the  enemy  were  advancing,  and 
had  begun  a  cannonade.  I  would  now  beg  leave  to  inform 
you  that  they  have  kept  up  a  brills  fire  from  their  artillery 
ever  fince.  Their  advanced  party  was  attacked  by  our 
light  troops  under  general  Maxwell,  who  croiTed  the  JBraa- 
diwlne  for  that  purpofe,  and  had  ported  his  men  on  fbme 
high  grounds  on  each  fide  the  road.  The  fire  from  our 
people  was  not  of  long  duration,  as  the  enemy  prefixed  on 
in  force, — but  vs^as  very  fevere. 

What  lofs  the  enemy  fufiiained,  cannot  be  afcertalned 
with  precifion  ;  but,  from  our  fituation  and  the  briiknefs 

of 
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of  the  attack,  it  is  the  general  opinion,  particularly  of  thofe 
v/ho  were  engaged,  that  they  had  at  leaft  three  hmidr^tt 
men  killed  and  wounded.  Our  damage  is  not  exadtlj/ 
known  :  but,  from  the  beft  accounts  we  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  it  does  not.exceed  fifty  in  the  whole. 

After  this  affair,  the  enemy  halted  upon  the  heights, 
v;here  they  have  remained  ever  fmce,  except  a  detachment  t 
of  them  which  filed  off  about  eleven  o'clock  from  their 
left,  and  which  has  fince.pafTed  Brandiwine  at  Jones's 
ford,  between  iive  and  fix  miles  above  Chad's.  The 
amount  of  it  is  not  known, — the  accounts  refpeding  it- 
being  various,' — fome  making  it  two  or  three  thoufand 
flrong,  and  others  more. 

Generals  Sullivan,  Stirling  and  Stephen,  with  their  di- 
Tilions,  are  gone  in  purfuit,  and,  to  attack  it  if  they  can 
with  any  profped  of  fuccefs.  There  has  been  a  fcattering 
loofe  fire  between  our  parties  on  each  fide  the  creek  fince 
the  a<5tion  in  the  morning,  which  juft  now  became  warm, 
when  general  Maxwell  pafTed  over  with  his  corps,  and 
drove  them  from  their  ground  with  the  lo£  of  thirty  men 
left  dead  on  the  fpot,  (among  them  a  captain  of  the  forty- 
ninth)  and  a  number  of  intrenching  tools  with  which  they 
were  throwing  up  a  battery. 

At  half  after  four  o'clock  the  enemy  attacked  generafi 
Sullivan  at  the  ford  next  above  this,  and  the  adlion  has 
been  very  violent  ever  fince.  It  flill  continues.  A  very  fe- 
vere  cannonade  has  begun  here  too  ;  and  I  fuppofe  we  fhall 
have  a  very  hot  evening  : — I  hope  it  will  be  a  happy  one. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  in  great  hafle,  Sir,  your  mofl: 
obedient  fervant,  -R.  H.  Harrison. 


S  I  R,  -CL^^er,  Sep,  11,1777,  t^vehe  c\iock  at  night, 

I  A^I  forry  to  inform  you,  that,  in  this  day's  engage- 
ment, we  have  been  obliged  to  leave  the  enemy  mafters  of 
the  field.  Unfortunately,  the  intelligence  received,  of  the 
enemy's  advancing  up  the  Brandiwine  and  crofling  at  a 
ford  about  fix  miles  above  us,  was  uncertain  and  contra- 
didlory,  notwithftanding  all  my  pains  to  get  the  beft.  This 
prevented  me  making  a  difpofition  adequate  to  the  farce 

with 
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w^th  which  the  enemy  attacked  us  on  our  right  5  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  troops  firft  engaged  were  obh'ged  to 
retire  before  they  could  be  reinforced.  In  the  midft  of  the 
attack  on  the  right,  that  body  of  the  enemy,  which  remain- 
ed on  the  other  fide  of  Chad's  ford,  crofTed  it,  and  attacked 
fhe  divifion  there  under  the  command  of  general  Wayne, 
and  the  hght  troops  under  general  Maxwell,  who,  after  a 
fevere  conflidl,  alfo  retired.  The  militia  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Armftrong,  being  ported  at  a  ford  about 
two  miles  below  Chad's,  had  no  opportunity  of  engaging. 

But,  though  we  fought  under  many  difadvantages,  and 
were,  from  the  eaufes  above  mentioned,  obliged  to  retire, 
yet  ourJofs  of  men  is  not,  I  am  perfuaded,  very  confider- 
able, — I  believe  much  lefs  than  the  enemy's.  We  have 
alfo  loit  feven  or  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  according  to  the 
bed  information  I  can  at  prefent  obtain.  The  baggage, 
having  been  previoufly  moved  off,  is  all  fe-cure,  faving  the 
men's  blankets,  which  being  at  their  backs,  many  of  thena 
, daub defs  are  lod.       . 

I  have  drredled  all  the  troops  to  afTemble  behind  Chef- 
Uer,  where  they  are  now  arranging  for  this  night.  Not- 
withftanding  the  misfortune  of  the  day,  I  am  happy  to  find 
the  troops  in  good  fpirits  ;  and  I  hope  another  time  we 
ihall  compenfate  for  the  lofTes  now  fuftained. 

The  marquis  La  Fayette  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  and 
general  Woodford  in  the-  hand  :  divers  other  ofEcers  were 
woundedj  and  fome  flain  ;  but  the  numbers  of  either  can- 
not now  be  afcertained. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  fend  you  earlier 
intelligence, — the  prefent  being  the  firft  leifure  moment  I 
have  had  fince  the  action. 


SIR,  Head- garters  J  Germantozvny  Sept,  I3,  1 777 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  favour  of  this 
date.  I  heartily  wifli  the  works  on  Delaware  were  com- 
pleted :  but  I  think, — and  in  this  opinion  my  officers  con- 
cur,— that  the  fervice  will  be  injured  if  any  part  of  the  con- 
tinental troops  were  now  to  be  employed  about  them.  If 
Vol,  IL  O  wc 
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we  fhould  be  able  to  oppofe  general  Howe  with  fuccefs  iia 
the  field,  the  v/orks  will  be  unneceflkry  :  if  not,  and  he 
ihould  force  us  from  hence,  he  will  certainly  poffefs  himfelf 
of  them.  But,  to  prevent  his  attempting  it  now,  I  have 
diredled  the  meadows  on  Province- Ifiand  to  be  over- 
flowed immediately,  and  any  other  grounds  that  may  be 
thought  neceffary  for  that  purpofe.  The  works  have  been 
more  peculiarly  under  the  diredtion  of  monlieur  Du  Cou- 
dray  ;  and  I  doubt  not  he  will  pay  every  attention  to  their 
completion  and  fecurity,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  will 
admit  of. 

A  part  of  the  militia  under  general  Armftrong  will  be 
pofted  along  Schuylkill,  to  throv/  up  redoubts  at  the  differ- 
ent fords  which  will  be  occaiionally  occupied,  whilfl  I 
move  to  the  other  fide  with  the  main  body  of  the  army. 
This  difpofition  appears  to  me  the  moft  eligible  from  a  con- 
lideration  of  all  circumftances,  and  better  than  if  any  part 
of  our  prefent  force  was  to  be  employed  at  the  forts.  If 
further  reinforcements  of  the  militia  fhould  come  in,  they 
perhaps  may  be  more  properly  ailigned  to  that  bufinefs  than 
any  we  now  have. 

Your  letter  reil^eding  general  De  Borre  juft  now  came 
to  hand  :  I  fhall  tranfmit  him  a  copy  of  it  and  of  the  refo* 
lution.  There  can  be  no  court  of  inquiry  into  his  condudl 
at  this  time  : — as  foon  as  the  flate  of  the  army  will  admit, 
it  will  be  held. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  3cc.  G,  W. 


ilead-l^artcrs^near  Germanioivn^  September  1 4,  1777* 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  yours  of  this  morning,  in- 
clofing  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Dickinfon.  In  con- 
fequence  of  the  interefling  information  contained  in  it,  I 
have  written  to  general  Putnam,  direding  him  to  fend  for- 
ward a  fecond  detachment  of  a  thoufiind  men,  in  addition 
to  the  farmer,  as  you  will  p.-rcelve  by  peruiing  the  inclofed 
duplicate  of  my  leiter  to  him,  which  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
feal  and  difpatch  as  expeditioufly  as  pofEble,  left  the  orig- 
inal fliould  by  any  accident  mifcarry. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 
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P.  S.  You  have  alfo  co^Dies  of  other  letters,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  the  meafures  I^iim  taking,  and  which  you 
will  in  like  manner  be  pleafed  to  forward.  On  fecond 
thoughts,  I  fliouid  be  glad  you  would  tranfmit  the  inclo- 
fures  open  to  general  Dickinfon,  for  his  perufal  and  infor- 
mation, and  to  be  forwarded  by  him. 


S  I  R,  JBmk  Ta'uern^  Sept,  I5,  17/7,  i^r^e  0  clock,  P.  M, 

YOUR*  favour  of  yeiterday,  with  its  feveral  inclo- 
fares,  came  to  hand  laft  night.  Though  I  would  v/illingly 
pay  every  attention  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  yet,  in 
the  late  inftance  refpectiiig  the  recal  of  general  Sullivan,  I 
mufl:  beg  leave  to  defer  giving  any  order  about  it  till  I  hear 
further  from  that  honourable  body.  Our  fituation  at  this 
time  is  critical  and  delicate  j  and  nothing  fhould  be  done  to 
Jidd  to  its  embarralTments.  We  are  now  riofl:  probably  oil 
the  point  of  another  a6tion,  and  to  derange  the  army  by 
withdrawing  io  naarsy  general  ofRcers  iiom  it,  may  and 
mud  be  attended  with  many  difagreeabld  if  not  ruinous 
confequences.  Such  a  proceeding  at  anotlier  time  might 
rot  produce  any  bad  eil^rfds  :  but  how  can  the  army  be  pof- 
fibly  condud'ed  v/ith  a  profpecl  of  fuccefs,  if  the  general  of- 
ficers are  taken  off  m  the  moment  of  battle  ?— Congrefs 
may  rely  upon  it,  flich  a  meakire  will  nc>t  promote  but  in- 
jure the  fervice. 

It  is  not  my  wiih  to  prevent  or  to  delay  a  proper  inquiry 
into  general  Sullivan's  condudt  a  (ingle  inftant,  when  the 
circumftances  of  the  army  will  admit  ;  but  now  they  pro- 
hibit it,  and  (I  think)  the  fufpenfion  in  his  command  alfo. 
The  recal  of  general  St.  Clair  obliged  me  to  part  with 
general  Lincoln  whom  I  could  but  ill  fpare  ;  fo  that  the 
whole  charge  of  his  divifion  is  now  upon  general  Wayne, 
there  being  no  other  brigadier  in  it  than  himfelf.  The 
Maryland  troops,  if  general  Sullivan  is  taken  away,  will 
not  have  one  general  officer,  general  Smallwood  being  at 
the  head  of  the  militia  coming  from  that  State,  and  general 
De  Borre  fufpended  : — added  to  this,  colonel  Gift,  who 
commands  one  regiment  of  them,  is  now  from  it  by  order. 
In  a  word,  Sir^  whether  the  charges  alleged  againft  general' 
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Sullivan  are  true  or  falfe,  or  whether  his  condud  has  bec» 
exceptionable  or  not,   1  am  fatisfied  the  refolution  for  his 
recal  at  this  time  was  unhappily  adopted,  and,  if  carried  i 
into  execution,   will  not  fail  to  add  new  difficulties  to  our  I 
prefent  diftreffes  ;  and  I  am  obliged  to   obferve,  in  jufticeJ 
to  my  ov/n  charader,  that  I  cannot  be  anfwerable  for  the 
confequences  that  may  arife  from  a  want   of  officers  to 
alEft  me. 

It  gives  me  great  pkafure  to  find  general  Gates  is  on  fal 
refpe6lable  a  footing  ;  and  I  hope  our  affairs  in  that  qua?-l 
ter,  in  the  courfe  of  a  little  time,  will  be  in  asprofperous  arl 
train  as  w^e  could  reafonably  wifli. 

The  main  body  of  the  enemy,  from  the  be  ft  intelligence 
I  have  been  able  to  get,  lies  near  Dilworthtown,  not  far 
from  the  field  of  adion,  where  they  have  been  bufily  em- 
ployed in  burying  their  dead,  which  from  accounts  amount* 
ed  to  a  very  ccMifiderable  number.  We  are  moving  up  this 
road  to  get  between  the  enemy  and  the  Swedes'  ford,  and 
to  prevent  them  from  turning  our  right  flank,  which  they 
feem  to  have  a  violent  inclination  to  eifed:,  by  all  their 
movements. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  in  the  moft  earneft 
manner  that  fome  board  or  com.mittee  be  appointed,  or  fome 
mode  adopted,  for  obtaining  fupplies  of  blankets  for  the 
troops  ;-^— many  are  now  without ;  and  the  feafon  becoming 
cold,  they  will  be  injured  in  their  health,  and  unfitted  for 
fervice,  unlefs  they  are  immediately  provided  with  them*. 
Our  fupplies  in  this  inftance,.  as  well  as  in  every  article  of 
clothing,  cannot  be  too  great,  as  there  are  frequent  loflcs 
not  eafily  to  be  avoided.  1  would  alfo  obferve  that  I  think, 
in  point  of  prudence  and  found  policy,  every  fpecies  ofprc- 
rifions  fnould  be  removed  from  the  city,  except  fuch  as  will 
be  neceffary  to  fupply  the  prefent  demands  of  this  army* 
I  have  been  told  there  are  confiderable  quantities  in  private 
hands,  which  fhould  not  be  fuffered  to  remain  a  moment 
longer  than  they  can  be  conveyed  away. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

Cawp^ 
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Cavip  between  the  Warren  and  White-horfi 
8  1  R,  Ta'verns,  September  1 6,  1 777.    - 

I  ARRIVED  here  laft  night  with  the  army,  and  am 
now  fo  far  advanced  as  to  be  in  a  pofition  to  meet  the  ene- 
my on  the  route  to  Swedes'  ford,  if  they  fliould  dire6l  their 
courfe  that  way.  Their  fituation  I  believe,  from  the  beft 
information  1  have  been  able  to  obtain,  is  nearly  the  fame 
as  it  v/as  yefterday  evening  when  I  wrote  to  you, 

I  have  order^d^  all  the  troops  to  be  refrefhed  this  morn- 
ing,  as  they  were  late  in  getting  to  their  ground  laft  night, 
and  they  are  now  cooking  their  provifion.  Jn  the  mean 
time  I  intend  to  fee  my  general  officers,  and  to  colled  their 
fentiments  upon  the  fubjedl  of  our  next  movement  and 
operations. 

General  Smallwood  was  at  Oxford  meeting-houfe  yef- 
terday.  Ke  has  with  him  about  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
rank  and  file  fit  for  duty  :  but  not  more  than  eight  hundred 
and  fixty  or  feventy  are  well  armed,-— fome  are  without 
any  :  they  want  ammunition  too  and  many  neceffaries. 
The  former  I  ordered  on  Sunday.  Colonel  Gift  is  at 
Chriftiana  with  about  feven  hundred  men,  who  v/ill  form 
a  jundlion  with  general  Smallwood. 

I  hav€  the  honour,  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  TellGivSprings,  September  l^yTT]^. 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  two  favours  of 
yefterday,  and  their  inclofures,  to  which  due  attention  ihall 
be  paid. 

The  enemy  feeni  now  to  be  ftraining  every  nerve  to  ac- 
complifh  their  purpcfe  :  but  I  truft,  whatever  prefent  fuc- 
cefs  they  may  have,  they  will,  ere  long,  experience  a  re- 
verfe  of  fortune.  If  they  have  four  thoufand  men  in  the 
Jerfcys,  it  is  probable  they  have  fomething  more  ferious  in 
view  than  a  mere  diverfion  :  but  I  am  in  hopes,  when  gen- 
eral MvDougal  comes  to  unite  his  force  with  the  militia, 
general  Dickinfon  v/ill  be  ftrong  enough  efteifiually  to  make 
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Yefterday  the  enemy  moved  from  Concord,  by  the 
Edgemont  towards  the  Lancafter  road,  with  evident  de- 
fign  to  gain  our  right  flank.  This  obliged  us  to  alter  om 
pofition  and  march  to  this  piace^  from  whence  we  intend 
immediately  to  proceed  to  Warwick.  We  fuffered  much 
from  the  fevere  weather  yefterday  and  lafl:  night,  being  un- 
avoidably feparated  from  our  tents  and  baggage, — which 
not  only  endangers  the  health  of  the  men,  but  has  been 
very  injurious  to  our  arms  and  ammunition.  Thefe,  when 
we  arrive  at  Warwick,  we  fhall  endeavour,  as  fcon  as 
poffible,  to  put  again  into  a  proper  condition,— to  do 
tvhich,  and  to  refrefh  the  men,  are  two  principal  motives 
for  going  there. 

I  have  the  henour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W^ 


S  I  R,         ^  Camp  mar  Fott* s-'Gro'uey  September  23,  If']  J., 

I  HAVE  not  had  the  honour  of  addre/Ting  you  fince 
your  adjournment  to  Lancafter,  and  I  fmccrely  wifh  that 
my  firft  letter  wa^  upon  a  more  agreeable  fulled:.  The. 
enemy,  by  a  variety  of  perplexing  manoeuvres  through  a 
country  from  which  1  could  not  derive  the  leaft  intelli? 
gencc>  (being  to  a  man  difafte<51ed)  contrived  to  pafs  the 
Schuylkill  laft  night  at  the  Flat-land  and  other  fords  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  it,.  They  marched  immediately  to- 
wards Philadelphia,  and  I  imagine  their  advanced  parties. 
will  be  near  that  city  to-night. 

They  had  fo  far  got  the  ftart  before  I  received  certain 
intelhgence  that  any  confiderable  number  had  croffed,  that 
t  found  it  in  vain  to  think  of  overtaking  their  rear,  with 
troops  harafled  as  ours  had  been  with  conftant  marching 
fince  the  battle  of  Brandiwine  ;.  and  therefore  concluded, 
by  the  advice  of  all  the  general  oiiicers,  to  march  from 
this  place  to-morrow  morning  tov/ards  Philadelphia,  and 
on  the  way  endeavour  to  form  a  juntftion  with  the  conti- 
aental  troops  under  general  M'Dougal  from  Peekfl^ill,  and 
the  Jerfey  militia  under  general  Dickinfott,  both  of  whom 
are,  1  hope,  on  this  fide  the  Delaware.  I  am  alfo  oblig- 
ed to  wait  for  general    Wayne   and  general   Smallwood, 

-^re  left  upon  the  other  fide  of  Schuylkill,  in  hopes 
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of  failing  upon   the  enemy's  rear  :. — but  they  have  eluded 
til  em  as  well  as  us.. 

When  I  hii  re-croffed  Schuylkills  it  was  with  a  firm^ 
intent  of  giving  the  enemy  battle  whereever  1  fhould  meet 
them,  and  accordingly  advanced  as  far  as  the  Warren 
tavern  upon  the  Lancaf^er  road,  near  which  place  the 
tv/o  arrnies  v/ere  upon  the  .^cint  of  coming  to  a  general 
engage r:irn»-.  bat  w^re  p' tv^  nied  by  a- moil;  violent  flood, 
of  rain,  m  h^ch  continued  all  the  day  and  following  night. 
Whtn  it  held  up,  we  had  the  mortification  to  £nd  that 
Oiar  ammunition,  '-which  had  been,  completed  to  forty 
rounds  a  man,  was  entirely  ruined  ;,  and  in  that  Jituation 
we  had  nothing  left  for  it  but  to  find  out  a  (irong  piece  of' 
ground  v/bichwe.  could  eafsly  maintain  till  we  could  get 
the  arms  put  into  order,  and  a  recruk  of  ammunition.. 

Before  this  could  be  fully  effected,  the  enemy  marched 
from  their  pofition  near  the  White- horfe  tavern,  down 
tlie  road  leading  to  the  Swedes'  ford.  I  imflnediately 
erofled  the  Schuylkill  above  them,  and  threw  myfelf  full^ 
in  their  front,,  hoping  to  meet  them  in  their  pafTage,  or 
foon  after  they  had  paffed  the  river..  The  day  before  yei^ 
terday  they  v/ere  again  in  motion,  and  marched  rapidly  up 
the  road  leading  towards  Reading.  This  induced  me  to 
b;?licve  that  they  had  two  objects  in  view,  one  to  get  round 
the  rigV.tofthe  army, — the  other  perhaps  to  detach  par* 
t'es  to  Reading  where  we  had  confiderable  q^uantities  of 
military  ftores." 

To  fiuftrate  thofe  intentions,  Imoved^thc  army  up  on', 
this  fide  the  river  to  this  place,  determined  to  keep  pace 
with  them  :  but  early  this  morning  I  received  intelligence 
that  they  had  crofF:d  tlie  fords  below^  Why  I  did  not 
follow  immediately,  I  have  mentioned  in  the  former  part 
of  m-y  letter  :  but  the  llrongeft  reafon  againfl  being  able  ta 
make  a.  forced  march  is  the  want  of  ihoes.  MefTieurs  Car- 
roll, Cha-'e  and  Penn,who  were  fomie  days  with  the  arm}', 
can  inform  Ccnprefs  in  how  deplciab.'e  a  iituation  the 
troops  are,  for  v/ant  of  that  neceffary  article.  At  leafl: 
one  thoufand  men  are  bare- footed,  and  have  performed  the 
marches  in  that  condition.  I  was  told  of  a  great  number 
of  (hoes  in  the  hands  of  private  people  in  Philadelphia,  and 
fent  down  to  fecure  them  :  but  I  doubt  the  approach  of 
Uie  enemy  will  prevent  it, 

I  have- 


164.       GENERAL    WASHINGTON'S 

1  have  planned  a  method  of  throwing  a  garrifon  into 
Fort  Mifflin.  If  it  fucceeds,  and  they,  with  the  alliftance 
of  the  fhips  and  galleys,  fhould  keep  the  obftrudions  in  the 
river,  general  Hov^re's  fituation  in  Philadelphia  will  not  be 
the  moft  agreeable  :  for  if  his  fupplies  can  be  flopped  by 
water,  it  may  be  eafily  done  by  land.  To  do  both  (hall 
be  my  iitmoft  endeavour  ;  and  I  am  not  yet  without  hope 
that  the  acquifition  of  Philadelphia  may,  inflead  of  his 
good  fortune,  prove  his  ruin. 

General  St.  Clair,  who  has  been  conftantly  v/ith  the 
army  for  feme  time  pafl,  can  give  you  many  pieces  of  in- 
formation Y/hich  may  have  efcaped  me,  and  therefore  I  re- 
fer you  to  him  for  many  particulars. 

If  there  are  any  Ihoes  and  blankets  to  be  had  in  Lan- 
carter  or  that  part  of  the  country,  I  earneftly  entreat  you 
to  have  them  taken  up  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  I  have 
been  informed  that  there  are  large  parcels  of  ihoes  in  par- 
ticialar  there. 

Finding  that  the  inclofed  came  from  colonel  Gibfon,  I 
took  the  liberty  of  opening  it,  as  I  wanted  much  to  know 
what  route  he  was  taking. 

I  have  ordered  all  the  Virginia  militia  who  are  tolera- 
bly armed  to  come  forward  and  join  the  army.  Thofe 
who  have  no  arras  are  to  wait  at  Frederic-Town  in  Mary- 
land till  they  hear  whether  any  can  be  provided  for  them 
at  Lancafter ;  you  will  therefore  be  pleafed  to  make  in- 
quiry what  number  can  be  procured  there,  and  fend  an 
exprefs  to  Frederic  with  orders  for  as  many  men  to  come 
forward,   as  there  are  arms. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Camp  J  i-W'cfiiy  miles  from  Philadelphia^  061,  3,  1 777., 

YESTERDAY  afternoon  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive your  favours  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  with  their  in- 
clofures.  I  was  much  obliged  by  the  accounts  from  the 
northern  army,  though  in  general  they  had  reached  me  be- 
fore ;  and  I  flatter  myfelf  we  fliall  foon  hear  that  they 
have  been  fucceeded  by  other  fortunate  and  interefting 
events,  as  the  two  armies,  by  general  Gates's  letter,  were 
encamped  near  each  other. 

I  ftiall 
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I  fhall  pay  due  attention  to  the  refolutlon  you  refer  rrfe 
to  ;  and  no  exertions  on  my  part  raall  be  wanting,  to  cel- 
led: what  neceflaries  I  can  for  the  army.  This,  I  am 
perfuaded,  will  be  eqaally  attended  to  by  the  honourable 
board  of  war  ;  and  I  hope,  by  care  and  induftry,  many 
fjpplies  may  be  obtained  to  relieve  our  diftreiles,  which, 
in  the  articles  oi  flioes,  /lockings,  and  blankets,  are  ex- 
tremely great.^ 

Since  my  letter  of  the  twenty-ninth,  no  favotirable  change 
has  taken  place  in  our  ailairs  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  havG 
fuiUined  an  additional  lofs  in  the  capture  of  the  Delaware. 
Sht  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  in  a  day  or  two  after  they 
were  in  poffeffion  of  the  city,  and  in  a  mannernot  yet  well 
underftood. .  Some  ha.ve  fuppofed  the  crew  mutinied,-— 
while  another  report  is,  that  ihe  was  difabled  in  her  rud- 
der by  a  fhot,  and  drove  on  lliore*  This  misfortune  takes 
off  the  fuccefs  ©f  captain  Biddle's  cruife.  I  will  not  dwell 
longer  on  the..fubje<51i  Gongrefs  may  reft  afTured,  all  the 
means  in  my  power  Ihali  be  employed  to  put  our  affairs  in 
a  more  agreeable  train,  and  to  accompUfh  the  end  they  fo 
earneflly  wi(h. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.^  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Inclofed  is  a  copy  of  general  Howe's  proclama* 
tion  iffued  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo. 


S  I  IV,  -  C.ZW/  near  Pennibackcrs  Mill,  Oa,  Syl^Jf, 

HAVING  received  intelligence  through  two  inter- 
cepted letters,  that  general  Howe  had  detached  a  part  of 
his  force  for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  Billingfport  and  the 
forts  on  Delaware,  I  communicated  the  accounts  to  my 
general  officers,  who  were  unanimoufly  cf  opinion  that  a 
favourable  opportunity  offered  to  make  an  attack  upon  the 
troops  which  were  at  and  near  Germantown.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly agreed  that  it  fhould  take  place  yefterday  morn* 
ing,  and  the  following  difpofitions  were  made. 

The  divilions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked  by  Con- 
way's brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  the  way  of  Chef- 
nut  hill,  while  general  Armfhong  with  the  Pennfylvania 
militia  ihould  fail  down  the  Manatawny  road  by  Vandeer- 

ing's 
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ing's  mill,  and  get  upon  the  eaeniy's  left  and  rear.  Tlie 
divifioLis  of  Greene  and  Stephenj  flanked  by  M'Dougal's 
brigade,  were  to  enter,  by  taking  a  circuit  by  way  of  the 
lime-kiln  road,  at  the  market-houfe,  and  to  attack  their 
right  wing  ;  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jerfey,  un- 
der generals  Smallwood  and  Forman,  were  to  march  by 
the  old  York  road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  their  right. 
Lord  Stirling,  with  Nafh  and  Maxwell's  brigades,  was  to 
form  a  corps -de- refer  ve. 

"We  marched  about  feven  o'clock  the  preceding  evening, 
.  and  general  Sullivan '-s  advanced  party,  drawn  from  Con- 
way^s  brigade,  attacked  their  piquet  at  Mount  Airy  or 
Mr.  A^llen's  houfe  about  fun-rife  the  next  morning,  which 
{>refently  gave  way  ;  and  his  main  body,  coniifting  cf  the 
right  wing,  following  foon,  engaged  the  light-infantry  and 
Other  troops  encamped  near  the  piquet,  which  they  forced 
from  their  ground.  Leaving  their  baggage,  they  retreated 
a  confiderablc  didance,  having  previouily  thrown  a  party 
into  Mf.  Chew^s  houfe,  who  were  in  a  Situation  not  to  be 
eafily  forced,  and  had  it  in  their  power,  from  the  windows, 
to  give  us  no  fmaii  annoyance,  and  in  a  great  meafure  to 
Obftrud  our  advance. 

The  attack  from  our  left  column  under  general  Greene 
began  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  that  from  the 
right,  and  was  for  fome  time  equally  fuccefsful.  But  I 
cannot  enter  upon  the  particulars  of  what  happened  in 
that  quarter,  as  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  them  with  fuf- 
ficient  certainty  and  precifion. 

The  morning  was  extremely  foggy  which  prevented  our 
Improving  the  advantages  we  gained,  fo  well  as  we  fliould 
otherwiie  have  done.  This  circumftance,  by  concealing 
from  us  the  true  fituation  of  the  enemy,  obliged  us  to  adl 
with  more  caution  and  lefs  expedition  than  we  could  have 
wiihedj  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to  recover  from  the  ef- 
fects of  our  iiril:,  imprellion  :  and,  what  v/as  ftill  more  un- 
fortunate, it  ferved  to  keep  our  different  parties  in  igno- 
rance of  each  other's  movements,  and  hindered  their  ading 
in  concert.  It  alfo  occalioned  them  to  midake  one  another 
for  the  enemy,- — which,  I  believe,  more  than  any  thing  elie, 
contributed  to  the  misfortune  which  enfued.  In  the  midft 
of  the  mod  promifing  appearances,  when  &Wf^  thing  gave 

the 
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the  mofl:  flattering  hopes  of  vi<5]:ory5  the  troops  began  fud- 
denly  to  retreat,  and  entirely  left  the  field,  in  fpite  of  every 
effort  that  could  be  made  to  rally  them. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid  the  day  was  rather  un- 
fortunate than  injurious.  We  faftained  no  material  lofs 
of  men,  and  brought  oif  all  our  artillery,  except  one  piece 
which  was  difmounted.  The  enemy  are  nothing  the  bet- 
ter by  the  event  ;  and  our  troops,  who  are  not  in  the  leaff 
difpirited  by  it,  have  gained  what  all  young  troops  gain  by 
being  in  adions.  We  have  had  however  feveral  valuable 
officers  killed  and  wounded,  particularly  the  latter.  Gen- 
eral Nafh  is  among  the  wounded,  and  his  life  is  defpaired 
of.  As  foon  as  it  is  pofTible  to  obtain  a  return  of  our  lofs, 
I  will  tranfmit  it. 

In  juflice  to  general  Sullivan  and  the  whole  right  wing 
of  the  army,  whofe  conduct  I  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving,  as  they  adted  immediately  under  my  eye, — I  have 
the  pleafure  to  inform  you  that  both  officers  and  men  be- 
haved with  a  degree  of  gallantry  that  did  them  the  higheft 
honour. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G*  W. 

P.  S.  As  I  have  obferved,  I  have  not  received  a  re- 
turn of  our  lofs  ;  but,  from  what  I  have  juft  now  learned 
from  general  Greene,  I  fear  it  is  more  confiderable  than 
I  at  firft  apprehended — in  men.  The  cannon,  mentioned 
above,  is  faid  to  have  been  brought  off  in  a  waggon. 


$  I  R,  Camp -near  Pennihaders  Mill,  OB.  7,  I777. 

SINGE  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  3^ou  on  the 
fifth,  I  have  obtained  a  return  of  our  lofs  in  the  adlion  on 
Saturday,  by  which  it  appears  to  be  much  more  confider- 
able than  I  at  firft  apprehended,  though  I  alv/ays  imagin- 
ed myfelf  that  it  was  greater  than  it  was  generally  fuppof- 
ed  to  be.  The  copy  of  the  return  inclofed  will  ihew  the 
amount  as  it  now  (lands  ;  but  I  hope  many  of  thofe  who 
are  mifiing  will  yet  come  in  :  J  fear  however  there  are  fev- 
eral under  that  denomination  to  be  added  to  the  number 
of  the  fiain,  as  the  adtion  v/as  warm  in  every  quarter,  from 

the 
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^he  information  of  the  officers  who  commanded,  the  difTcF-- 
cnt  attacks. 

What  lofs  the  enemy  faftained,  1  am -not  able  precifely 
to  afcertain.:  hut  from  a  variety  of  correfponding- accounts 
of.perfons  who  left  the  city  (ince,  and  thofe  of  a  deferter, 
it  was  very  confiderable.  The  deferter,  who  is  intelli- 
gent, fays  general  Agnew  was  killed,  Sir  William  Erflclne 
wounded  in  the  head  and  leg,  and  that  their  general  lofs, 
in  killed  and  wounded,  amounted  to  near  eight  hundred. 
Several  reputable  perfons  from  the  city  corroborate  this, 
particularly  with  reiped  to  general  Agnew's  death  :  fome 
fay  upwards  of  two  hundred  waggons  with  wounded  were 
carried  in  after  the  adion,  and  before  they  came  out  ;  and 
that  it  was  the  common. belief  there,  the  enemy  had  beca 
feverely  handled. 

It  is  with  much  chagrin  and  mortification  I  add  that 
every  account  confirms  the  opinion  I  at  firft  entertained, 
that  our  troops  retreated  at  the  inftant  when  vidory  was 
^e<^laring  herfelf  in  qur  favour.  The  tumult,  diforder, 
and  even  defpair,  which,  it  feems,  had  taken  place  in  the 
Britifh  army,  v/ere  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled  :  and  it  i^ 
faid,  fo  ftrongly  did  the  ideas  of  a  retreat  prevail,  that 
Chefter  v/as  fixed  on  as  their  rendezvous.  I  can  dlfcover 
jfio  other  caufe  for  not  improving, this  happy ^ opportunity, 
than  the  extreme  hazinefs  of  the  weather. 

My  intention  is  to  encamp  the  army  at  fome  fuitable 
place  to  red  and  rcfrefh  the  men,  and  recover  them  from 
the  ftill  remaining  effe-ils  of  that  diforder  naturally  at- 
tendant on  a  retreat.  We  fliall  here  v/ait  for  the  rein- 
forcements coming  on,  and  fliall  then  a(Et  according  to 
circumllances.  General  Varnum,  with  the  detachment 
from  Peekfkiil  amounting  to  about  twelve  hundred,  in- 
cluding officers,  would  be  laH:  night  at  CoryePs  ferry. 
About  Hvc  hundred  mifitia  from  Virginia,  and  two  hun- 
dred from  Maryland,  together  with  colonel  Gibfon's  State 
regiment  confiiKug  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-fix  effec- 
tives, have  already  joined  the  army.  Since  the  adioa^ 
general  Forman's  brigade  of  Jerfey  militia  has  quitted  us. 
The  men  began  to  be  uneafy  at  their  fituation^  and  defirous 
to  retttrn  home  :  and  as,  by  fome  intelligence  received 
from  general  Dickinfon,  there  was  rcafoa  to  imagine  there 

might 
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'ftiight  be  a  call  for  their  fervices  in  the  Jerfeys,    it  was 
thought  expedient  to  gratify  their  defire. 

The  ftate  of  our  water  defence  on  the  Delaware  is  far 
from  being  as  flattering  as  could  be  wifhed.  After  fome 
flight  oppolition  from  the  Jerfey  militia  under  general 
Newcomb,  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  took  pofTeilion  of 
Billingfpert.  This  perhaps  is  an  event  of  no  material 
confequence  :  but  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  many  of  the 
officers  and  feamen  on  board  the  galleys  have  manifefted 
a  difpofition  that  does  them  little  honour.  Looking  upon 
their  fituation  as  defperate,  or  probably  from  worfe  mo- 
tives, they  have  been  guilty  of  the  moft  alarming  defer- 
tfons  :  tv/o  whole  crev/s,  including  the  officers,  have  de- 
ferted  to  the  enemy.  I  learn  however  by  captain  Brew- 
er, who  is  this  moment  arrived  here  from  the  fleet,  that 
the  accouPits  they  have  received  from  the  city,  of  our  late 
attack^  were  fuch  as  to  have  produced  a  favourable  change, 
and  to  have  infpired  them  with  more  confidence.  1 
would  here  obferve  that  the  charge  of  bad  condudl  was  by 
no  means  applicable  to  the  whole  :  far  from  it.  He  fur- 
ther adds  tkit  four  of  the  enemy's  (hips  made  an  attempt 
yefterday  morning  to  weigh  the  chevaux-de-frife  oppofite 
to  Billingfport,  but  were  repulfed  by  our  galleys, — which 
has  alfo  contributed  to  raife  the  fyhits  of  the  feamen. 
Our  garrifon  on  Fort-Iiland,  confiding  of  little  more  than 
two  hundred  continental  troops  under  lieutenant-colonel 
Smith,  appear  determined  to  maintain  their  pofi:  to  the 
laf!:  extremity.  ^ 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congrefs  that  there  is  a  great 
deficiency  of  general  officers  in  this  army.  When  the  de- 
tachment corning  from  PeekflcUi  joins  us,  we  fhall  have 
thirteen  brigades.  Thefe  require  as  many  brigadiers,  and 
fix  major-generals  : — inftead  of  thefe,  we  fiiallhave  only 
four  major-generals  and  eleven  brigadiers  ;  and  the  deficien- 
cy will  be  ilill  increafed  by  the  death  of  general  Nafh, 
which,  from  every  appearance,  is  momently  to  be  expe^fled. 
General  Woodford's  abfence,  occafioned  by  his  wound, 
adds  to  our  embarrafiments,  though  it  will  be  but  for  a  time. 
Under  thefe  circumllances,  Congrefs  vdll  be  fenfible  that 
the  government  of  the  army  cannot  go  on  with  that  energy 
which  is  elTential  to  its  well-being  and  fuccefs.  Neither 
Vol.  XL  P  officers 
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officers  nar  men  will  transfer  the  refpe(5l  and  obedience 
they  pay  to  a  general  officer,  to  a  colonel  who  happens 
to  be  appointed  to  the  temporary  command  of  a  brigade  ; 
nor  will  he,  knowing  his  authoiuty  to  be  only  temporary, 
be  as  felicitous  to  enforce  it,  as  one  who  is  confcious  he  is 
to  continue  in  the  ftatibn  he  fills.  V/ant  of  leifure  pre- 
vents my  being  more  particular  at  this  time .:  but  I  (hall 
take  the  liberty,  in  a  day  or  two,  to  point  out  the  troops 
tJiat  are  in  want  of  general  officers,  with  my  obfervations 
on  the  fubje(5]:. 

I  cantjot  however  omit  this  opportunity  of  recommend- 
ing general  M'Dougal  to  their  notice.  This  gentleman, 
from  the  time  of  his  appointment  as  hrigadier, — from  his 
abilities,  military  knowledge,  and  approved  bravery, — has 
every  claim  to  promotion.  If  I  miilake  not,  he  was  pafTed 
over  in  the  lad:  appointments  of  major-generals,  and  young- 
er officers  preferred  before  him  :  but  his  difinterefted  at- 
tachment to  the  fervice  prevented  his  adling  in  the  manner 
that  is  cuftomary  in  like  circumftances.  This,  1  think, 
gives  him  a  peculiar  title  to  efteem,  and  concurs  with  the 
opinion  1  have  of  his  value  as  .an  officer,  to  make  me  wilK 
it  may  appear  advifeable  to  Congrefs  to  promote  himi  to  one 
of  the  vacancies. 

It  would  be  v/ell  if  the  intended  inquiry  into  the  condu^l 
of  general  St.  Clair  could  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  iffiie  ; 
and,  if  he  is  acquitted  to  the  fitisfadion  of  Congrefs,  that, 
as  his.  general  character  as  an  officer  is  good,  he  may  be 
again  redored  to  the  fervice. 

By  a  letter  thi$  evening  received  from  colonel  Flawkes 
Hay  of  liayerftrav/,  dated  the  fifth  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M, 
four  Ihips  of  war,  a  ccnfiderable  number  of  armed  veiTels, 
eight  tranfports,  and  forty  flat  bottom.ed  boats,  arrived  that 
morning  in  the  bay  oppofite  that  place,  and  were  landing 
troops  at  Verplank's- Point.  Their  number  and  defign 
were  not  known. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 

P,.  S,  Inclofed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
colonel  Mifflin,  containing  an  account  of  the  a<51ion  of  the 
fourth,  as  mentioned  by  the  Britiih  officers  in  Philadelphia, 
I  would  beg  leave  to  obferve  that  I  think  mifs  *  *  *'s  name 
iliould  not  be  mentioned. 

Penn'ihacher^s 
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SiRy  Tainihachr's  Mill,  Oacber  S,  I777. 

AS  general  Hov/e's  operations  are  in  this  quarter, 
and  his  objedt  in  all  probability  fixed  for  this  campaign,  I 
am  induced  to  fubmit  it  to  the  confideration  cf  Congiefs  if 
the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  regimer.t  of  artillery  command- 
ed by  colonel  Harrifon  fliould  not  be  immediately  ordered 
to  join  this  army.  In  the  late  actions,  the  corps  under 
general'  Knox  has  fufFered  feverely  :  and  jt  is  fo  reduced 
by  the  number  of  killed,  wounded,  &c.  that  we  are  oblig- 
ed 10  make  dra^ughts  from  the  other  battalions  to  fupply 
their  places.  The  meafure  I  have  ventured  to  fubmit  will 
not,  fom  prefent  appearances,  be  attended  with  any  ill  con- 
fiQuences,  if  carried  into  execution, — and  the  lefs  fo,  iis 
the  State  of  Virginia,  according  to  my  information,  is  raif- 
ing  another  regiment.  Should  it  be  thought  advifeable, 
Congrefs  will  tranfmit  their  orders  to  colonel  Harrifon. 
If  the  regiment  comes,  they  need  not  bring  their  artillery* 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  GiijVsJi 

•:ii:  Gi 


S  I  R,  CutT7p,  Hvcnty-fix  miks  from  Philadelphia,  OB,  10.  I  77  7 . 

ON'  Wednefday  evening  I  received  the  honour  of 
your  letter  of  the  feventh  with  its  fevcral  inclofares.  The 
providing  of  fuitable  quarters  for  the  troops  during  the 
winter  demands  our  attention  .v  but  I  confefs  it  is  difficult 
to  fay  where  they  will  be.  Sundry  circumftances  may 
occur  in  the  courfe  of  the  campaign,  to  render  any  provif- 
ion,  v/hich  m^igVit  nov/  be  thought  of,  altogether  improper. 
In  refped  to  general  Putnam^s  letter,  though  the  ac- 
counts tranfmitted'by  colonel  Hawkes  H^y  indicate  that 
the  enemy  had  fome  attack  in  contemplation,  yet  I  cannot 
but  think  the  fDrce  the  general  mentions  to  have  been  at 
New-York  v/as  greatly  exaggerated.  The  highed  number 
of  the  reinforcements,  faid  to  have  arrived,  is  three  thou- 
fand  ;  and  thefe  are  mentioned  to  be  half  boys.  Other 
reports  make  it  much  lefs, — and  fome  as  low  as  live  or  fix 
hundred.  However,  be  it  what  it  may,  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  grant  him  aid.  Had  the  reinforcement  arrived 
before  the.  troops  marched  from  Peekfliill,  fo  many  might 

not 
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leot  have  been  ordered  from  thence.  But  the  cafe  was  oth- 
erwife,  or  at  leaft  I  was  not  apprifed  of  their  arrival  ;  and 
the  detachments  from  thence  were  di reded  by  the  advice 
of  my  general  officers,  who  had  under  confideration  the 
fkte  of  the  whole  force  at  that  poft  and  its  dependencies, 
according  to  a  general  return.  At  the  fame  time  I  urged 
general  Putnam  to  call  in  all  his  out-pofts,  and  to  write  in 
preffing  terms  to  governor  Trumbull  to  affifl  him  with 
feme  militia. 

I  have  not  heard  a  fingle  fyllable  more  of  the  troops  or 
ieet  mentioned  by  colonel  Hawkes  Hay,  except  a  vague 
report  to-day  that  a  number,  fuppofed  to  be  about  fifteen 
hundred,  had  landed  on  this  fide  the  river  at  Ha-verftraw» 
If  the  fad  is  fo,  it  is  probable  they  mean  to  pafs  through 
the  Clove  and  inveft  the  forts.  I  have  graat  confidence 
in  the  adivity  asd  bravery  of  governor  Clinton  ;  and  I 
triift,  if  fuch  is  their  view,  they  will  meet  at  leaft  with  a 
fpirited  if  not  a  fuccefsliil  oppofition.  I  have  fent  up  lieu« 
teiiiant-colonel  Radiere,  one  of  the  engineers,  with  orders, 
to  dire 61  fuch  other  works  as  may  appear  neceffary. 

There  was  a  very  fevcre  cannonade  on  Wednefday  nights- 
it  began  about  twelve  o'clock,  and.  continued  till  yefterdajr 
morning  between  feven  and  eight.  1  have  not  learned  the 
occafion :  but,  from  the  direction,  fuppofe  it  was  at  Fort- 
Mifflin,  or  an  engagement  between  our  armed  veffels  and 
the  enemy's  /liips,  which  probably  were  making  a  fecond. 
attempt  againft  the  chevaux-de-frife.  I  have  determined 
to  maintain  the  poft  at  Red-bank,  if  it  can  be  done,  and 
have  detached  colonel  Greene  there  with  his  regiment  of 
Rhode-Ifland  troops,  qoniifting  of  about  two  hundred  and 
twelve  effedive  privates.  I  have  alfo  written  to  general 
Newcomb  of  Jerfey,  preiEng  him  to  give  all  the  aid  he  can 
from  the  militia. 

Since  my  ktter  of  the  feventh  we  have  been  joined  by 
more  of  the  Virgi-aia  militia.  The  whole  number  nov/  in 
camp  amounts  to  about  eleven  hundred.  Many  of  their 
arms  are  indifferent,  and  almoft  the  whole  are  deftitute  of 
pouches  and  other  neceffary  accoutrements. 

On  Sunday  the  enemy  evacuated  Billingfport.  They 
left  all  GUI*  cannon^  but.burned  the  platforms  and  carriages^ 

Inclofcd 
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Ihclofed  you  will  receive  a  letter  addreffed  to  me  by 
aolonel  Pdrtail.  Congrefs  will  judge  of  the  contents,  and 
decide  upon  them  as  they  may  think  they  merit. 

The  military  chefl  is-  nearly  exhaufted,  not  having  more 
than  ten  thoufand'  dollars  in  it  ;"and'a  large  part  of  the 
army  is  to  pay  for  the  month  of  Auguft.  Befides  their 
claims,  large  fums  are  v/anted  by  the  quarter-mafter-general, 
and  for:  other  purpofes;  Congrefs,  I  hope,  will  order  fuch  . 
immediate  fupply  to  be  forwarded  to  the  paymafter-generaly 
as  Ihall  be  in  their  power. 

Qcloher  1 1. — I  wifii  to  know  what  ftores  of  lead  we 
have,  and  what  expedlations  of  further  fupplies.  I  am> 
rather  aneafy  on  this  head,  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  ob« 
tain  fatisfa6!:ion  on  fome  inquiries -within  the  courfe  of  a 
few  daysi 

The  cannonade  mentioned  above  was  between  our  gal- 
leys and  a  detachment  of  the  enemy  who  were  attempting 
to  throw  up  a  battery  at  Webb^s  or  the  lowed  ferry  on 
Schuylkill.  It  has  been  repeated  this  morning.  Their 
deGgn  in  eredling  this  battery,  probably  is  to  cover  their 
paiTage  to  Province-Iiland,  from  whence,  by  occupying  the 
grounds  about  the  peft-houfes,  they  may  exped  to.  annoy 
Fort-MiiEin. 

Our  diftrefs  for  want  of  fhoes  and  (lockings  is  amazing- - 
]y  greats  particularly  for  want  of  the  former.  On  this  ac- 
count we  have  a  great  many  men  who  cannot  do  duty,  and 
feveral  detained  at  th^  hofpitals  for  no  other  caufe.  I  muft 
requeft  Congrefs  to  continue  their  exertions  tq  relieve  us, 
and  to  dire6l  every  fupply  of  thefe  and  other  necefTaries  to 
be  forwarded  as  foon  as  they  poflibly  can  affer  they  are 
cx)lle(5i:ed.  It  will  be  proper  to  fend  them  on  as  faft  as  they 
can  be  procured,  without  waiting  to  make  up  ii  confidera- 
ble  quantity  to  be  brought  at  one  time.. 

I  was  this  morning  honoured  with  your  favours  of  the 
ninth,  and  their  feveral  inclofures.  1  feel  in  the  mod:  fen- 
fible  manner  the  honourable  2.pprobation  Congrefs  have 
bien  pleafed  to  give  of  my  condu6l,  and  that  of  the  army 
under  my  command,  in  the  adlion  on  the  fourth  inftant  : 
nor  am  I  lefs  indebted  to  you,  Sir,  for  the  polite  mode  in 
which  you  have  conveyed  their  fentiments.  I  Ihall  com- 
municate the  refoive  upon  the  fubjed  to  the  army,  and  hope, 
Yz  if 
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ifa  favourable  opportunity  offers,  under  the  fmiles  of  Prot- 
idence,  they  will  merit,  by  more  (ubfiantial  fervices,  the  fur- 
ther applaufe  of  their  country. 

The  refolution  of  the  eighth,  for  preventing  fuppiies  and 
ktelligence  being  carried  to  the  enemy,  appears  to  me  to' 
be  a  falutary  one  :  and  I  hope  it  will  be  attended  with  the 
mofi:  beneficial  confequences..  That  it  may  be  known 
among  the  inhabitants  who  are  in  their  neighbourhood,  and 
who  have  been  guilty  of  fucK  pradtices,  I  would  wifh  to 
receive  feveral  printed  copies,  that  they  m?.y  he  diftributed 
in  proper  places. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W^ 

P.  S.    I  have  juft  now  received  a  line  from  the  pay- 

Biafer- general  on  the  fubjed  of  money,  which  I  inclofc- 


SIR,  Head-^jfarfers,  Oaoier  13,  17 77V 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefiing  you  on  the 
eleventh  inftant,  nothing  material  has  happened  between 
our  army  and  general  Howe's.  The  irclofed  copies  of 
commodore  Hazelwood  and  colonel  Bradford's  letters  will 
fhew  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  the  navy  and  at  Fort-Mifflin, 
on  the  eleventh, — v>^hich  are  the  lateft  accounts  I  have  re- 
ceived'from  thence.  But  there  has  Been  a  warm  cannonade^ 
iince,  which  continued,  with  but  little  intermiflion-,  tiil-  be* 
tween  two  and  three  o'clock  yefterday  afternoon,  when  it 
ceafed.  The  refult  1  have  not  heard  ;  but  I  hope,  from 
the  determined  fpirit  of  the  fleet  and  the  garrifon,  matters 
continue  as  we  could  wifh. 

I  received  an  exprefs  laft  night  from  general  Putnam, 
informing  me  of  the  capture  of  Fort-Montgoniery,  and  the 
confequent  evacuation  of  Peeklkill.  I  fhould  fend  copies 
of  his  letters  to  me  :  but  as  the  exprefs  who  brought  them 
h:id  difpatches  for  Congrefs,  I  conclude  he  has  advifcd 
them  fully  on  the  fubjedl.  Thefe  events  may  have  an  un- 
happy influence  on  our  northern  affairs  :  but  as  the  Con- 
neaicut  militia  feem  to  be  coming  in  fail,  and  governor 
Clinton  is  exerting  himfelf  to  bring  out  the  force  of  New- 
York, if  general   Putnam  can  but  keep  pace  with  their 

fleet  in  their  progrefs  up  the  rircr,  1  hope  he  will  be  able 

to 
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to  fruftrate  their  defign  of  relieving  general  Burgoynejp, 
and  that  every  thing  v/Ul-  fUll  terminate  v/ell  in  that 
quarter. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  repeat  fo  often  the  wants  of  the^ 
army  :  and  nothing  would  induce  me  to  it  but  the  moft 
urgent  neceiTity;  Every  mode  hitherto  adopted  for  fup- 
plying  them  ha&  proved  inadequate,  notwithitanding  my 
bcfl  endeavours  to  make  the  moit  of  the  means  which  have 
been  in  my  power.  The  inclofed  return  will  fhew  how 
great  is  our  deficiency  in  the  moft  elTential  articles*  What 
new  expedient  Coogrefs  can  devife  for  more  eiFe(5lually 
anfwering  thefe  dem^ands,  1  know  not,  perfuaded  as  I  am 
that  their  clofeit  attention  has  not  been  wanting  to  a  mat-, 
ter  of  fo  great  importance  :  but,  circumflanced  as  we  are^- 
I  am  under  an  abfolute  neceiTity  of  troubling  them,  that 
if  any  i>ew  fource  can  be  opened-  for  alleviating  our  dif- 
ti*ef{l:s,  it  may  be  embraced  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible  ;  for  it  i%> 
impofhble  that  any  army,  fo  unprovided,  can  long  fub(ii%. 
or  ad  with  that  vigour  which  is  requifite  to  enfure  faccefs»- 

The  return  now  inclofed  is  for  troops  prefent  in  camp  ;, 
befides  which,  there  are  numbers  in  the  feveral  hofpitals,, 
totally  deltitute  of  the  necelTaries  they  require  to  fit  them 
for  the  field  ;  and,  on  this  account  alone,  are  prevented... 
from  joining  their  corps.  The  recruits  coming  in.  are  alfo- 
in  the  fame  melancholy  predicament.  I  cannot  afcertain. 
with  precifion  v/hat  quantity  of  clothing  is  at  this  time  ia- 
Mr.  Meafe's  hands  i-  but,  from  every  account,  what  he  has 
can  adminifter  but  a  very  partial  relief.  I  know  he  is  en- 
tirely bare  of  fome  of  the  mod:  capita)  articles  we  want. 

With  refped  to  cartouch  boxes,  without  which  it  is  im» 
pofFible  to  ad,  1  cannot  find  from  my  inquiries  that  there 
are  any  in  (lore.  Several  of  the  continental  ti"oops  are  de-? 
ficient  in  this  inftance  ;  and,  what  adds  to  our  difhefs,  there' 
are  but  very  few  of  the  fouthern  militia  that  are  provided,- 
1  am  trying  to  make  a  colledion  about  the  country  :  but^ 
from- the  information  I  have  received,  the  meafure  will  be 
attended  with  but  little  fuccefs.  This  want,  though  not 
remedied  immediately,  may  be  removed  in  time  ;  and  I 
would  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  that  t/ie  earlieft  at- 
tention fhouid  be  had  to  making  a  large  liipply.  I  would 
alfo  advife  that  much  care  fhouid  be  ufed  in  choofing  the 

leather  i— - 
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li\ather  r-^ — none  but  the  beft  and  thickeft  is  proper  for  the^ 
p.urpole  ;  and  each  box  fhould  have  a  fmall  inner  flap  for  thev 
greater  fecurity  of  the  cartridges  again  ft  the  rain  and  moift ' 
weather.     The  flaps  in  general  ar.e  too  fmall,  and  do  not 
projedl   fufficiently   over  the   ends  or  (idesof  the  boxes. 
I  am  convinced-of  the  utility. nay  necefFity^ of  thtfe  improve- 
ments,  and  that  the  adoption  of  thera^  thbugh'they  will 
incur  an  additional  expenfe  at-firPc,  will,  prove  a  confidera- 
ble  firing,  and  of  the  moft  beneficial  confequences  ;  for' 
we  know  from  unhappy   experience,  in  the  fevere  rain  on- 
the  fixteenth  ukimo,   the  few  boxes  we  had  of  this  con- 
ftrudion  preferved  the  ammunition  without  injury,  whilib' 
it  was  almoft  wholly   deftroyed   in  thofe  of  the  common 
form  with  a  fmgle  ftap. 

There   is  one   thing  more   which  I' cannot   omit  raen^ 
tioning.  to    Congrefs,   and  which,    in  my   opinion,    has  a 
claim  to  their  moft  ferious  attention,^ — I  mean  the  general 
defedlive   fiate  of  the    regiments   which   com pofe  our  ar- 
mies. >    Congrefs   will    find,   iVom   a  view  of  the   returns- 
tranfmitted  from   time  to   time,   that  they  do  not  amount - 
to  half  of  their  juft  complement.     What  can  be  done  to  • 
remedy  this,    I  knownot :  but  it  is  certain  every  idea  of 
voluntary  enliftments  feems   to  be  at  an  end  ;  and   it  is 
equally  certain  that  the  mode  of  dra^ighting  has  been  car- 
ried on  v/ith  fuch  want  of  energy  in  fome  States,  and  fo 
much  difregarded  in  others,   that  but  a  fmall  acceHion  of 
force  has  been  derived  from  it*.    Thefe  fafts.are  fuiScient-- 
]y  interefting  of  themfelves.     But  there  are  others  to  be 
added.      I  am  told  that-  Virginia,  in  her   regulations   for 
draughting,  extended  her  plan  only  to  the  nine  regiments " 
that  were  iiVft  raifed.      In  what  poHcy  this   was  founded,. 
1  cannot  determine  :  but  the   other  fix  are   to  receive  no  ■ 
reinforcements   from  that   fource.     Nor  do   matters   ftop' 
here.     The  engagements  of  the  firft  nine  regiments,  I  am? 
informed,  were  temporary  :   and,  according  to  the  officer's 
accounts,  the  longeft  period  to  which  any  of  the  men  are- 
Bound  to  ferve  is  next  April  : — many  are  not  obliged  fo 
long:  and  there  are  fome  who    claim  a  difcharge   at  this 
time.      I  do  not  mention  thefe  things  through  choice,  but 
from  a  principle  of  duty,  to  the  end  that  Congrefs  may  de- 
rife  fome  timely  and  efFe(51:ual  provifion  for  the  whole,  i£ 

fuch 
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fiich  fhall  be  in  their  power.  It  is  unneceffary  to  enlarge 
upon  the  fubjedl  ;  and  I  will  only  obferve  that  the  confe-- 
quences  of  calling  the  militia  [jnto  the  Jishl  in']  the  courfc 
of  the  Wcir  ha.ve  been  fo  feverely  and  ruinoufly  felt,  that  I 
trui:  our  viev/s  will  never  be  turned  to  them  but  in  cafes  of 
the  greateil  extremity. 

Inpurfaance  of  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  a  court  of  in- 
quiry has  fat  upon  general  Sullivan.  They  met  on  the 
tenth,  and  continued  the  examination  till  the  twelfth,  when 
they  came  i-o  the  inclofed  opinion.  The  depoiitions  and 
pipers  v/hicli  were  before  the-court  were  many  and  prolix. 
They  are  not  tianfmitted  :  but  they  may  be  obtained  from 
tfc  court,  if  wanted/  Befides  the  depcfitory  proofs  v/hich 
they  had  of  wounded  and  dead  oilicers,  they  had  many 
geatlernen  before  them  in  perfon.- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c..  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Otlaher  14.^ — I  lall:  night  received  letters  from 
Commodbre  Hazelwood  and  colonel  Smith.  The  lituation 
of  affairs  was  nearly  the  fame  the  evening  before,  as  when 
the  commodore  and  colonel  Bradford  wrote  on  the  tentin 
and  eleventh.  The  cannonade  mentioned  above  was  from, 
our  galleys  at  the, enemy's  redoubts;. 


S  I:  R,  HeaJ'^Grters.at  PeUr  VAniz's,  Ofhh-jr  l^^l^Jf, 

I  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  favours  of* 
the  twelfih  and  thirteenth  indant,  with  their  feveral  inclo-- 
fures.  In  refpedl  to  the  refolution  dire<511ng  a  iiag  to  be  fent 
to  general  Hovve,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  informa- 
tion upon  which  it  was  framed  v/as  without  foundation. 
The  letters  which  have  come  from  our  ofiicers  who  have 
been  lately  taken  generally  mention. that  their  treatnr.ent  has 
been  tolerably  good  ;  and  fuch  privates  as  have  efcaped' 
have  faid.  nothing  in  the  courfe  of  their  examination,  of 
their  having  been. compelled  to  work.  For  thefe  reafons  T 
have  taktn  the  liberty  to  decline  fending  the  flag.  At  the 
feme  time  Congreft  may  be  affiired,  if  our  prifoners  fuffer 
any  wrongs,  1  fnail  take  every  means  in  my  power  to  have 
tjiem  redrelfed  as  foon  as.  I  am  apprifed  of  them.. 

Itt 
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It  is  with  the  highefl:  fatisfa6tion  I  congratulate  Congrefs 
on  the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  at  the  northward  in  the  adion- 
of  the  fcventh,-— an  event  of  the  moft  interefting  import- 
ance at  this  critical  jundure.  From  the  happy  train  in 
which  things  then  were,  I  hope  we  fnali  foon  he?a'  cf  the 
molt  decifive  advantages. 

We  moved  this  morning  from  the  encampment  at  which 
we  had  been  for  fix  or  feven  days  paft,  and  are  juft  arrived 
at  the  grounds  we  occupied  before  the  aftion  of  the  fourth.- 
One  motive  for  coming  here  is  to  divert  the  enemy's  atten- 
tion and  force  from  the  forts.  Thefe  they  feem  to  confid- 
er  as  capital  objedirsj  and  (f*om  their  operations )  mean  to 
reduce,  if  poffible.  At  prefent  their  defigns  are  directed 
againd  Fort-Mifliin  and  the  chevaux-de-frife.  I  have 
therefore  detached  a  further  reinforcement  to  the  garrifon. 

I  yeflerd  :y,  through  the  hands  of  Mrs.  *  *  *,  received 
a  letter  of  a  very  curious  and  extraordinary  nature  from 
Mr.  13  *  *  "^5  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  tranfmit  to 
Congrefs.  To  this  ridiculous,  illiberal  performance,  I 
made  a  fhort  reply,  by  defiring  the  bearer  of  it,  if  fhe' 
fhould  hereafter  by  any  accident  meet  with  Mr.  D  *  *  *, 
to  tell  him  I  fhould  have  returned  it  unopened,  if  I  had  had 
any  idea  of  the  contents  ; — obferving  at  the  fame  time,  that 
I!  highly  difapproved  th^  intercourfe  fiia  feemed  to  have- 
■been  carrying  on,  and  expedled  it  would" be  difcontinued. 
Notvv^ithftanding  the  author's  alTertlon,  I  cannot  but  fuf- 
pecSt  that  the  meafure  did  not  originate  with  him  ;  and  that 
he  was  induced  to  it  by  the  hope  of  eftabliihing  his  intereil:., 
and  peace  more  effedually  v/ith  the  enemy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  %V* 


SIR,  Heau" garters,  near  IVhlte-Marfi,  Oaehcr  2 1 , 1  7  7  7o 

i  LAST  night  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  letter 
of  the  feventeenth  indant,  with  its  feveral  inclofures. 

I  heartily  wifh  the  States  may  feel  the  importance  of  fil- 
ing their  battalions,  and  may,  in  confequence  of  the  rec- 
ommendation of  Congrefs,  adapt  iuch  nieaiures  as  will 
prove  effedlual  for  the  purpofe.  I  cannot  but  think  that 
beretofore.  there  has  been  a.  want.of  attention  in  this  inflance, 

and . 
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:and  that  the  fiibjed,  though  intereftuig  to  the  lad  degree, 
has  been  viewed  with  too  much  indifference.  The  reiolu- 
tion  refpecting  deferters,  I  hope  will  alfo  have  their  notice. 
It  is  highly  neceilary  that  they  lliouid  come  into  fome  regu- 
lations tor  apprehending  them,  and  punidring  thofe  who 
give  them  countenance.  If  this  is  not  done,  our  force  will 
be  always  diminilTiing,  and  no  exertions  in  the  army  will 
prevent  it.  I  fhail  try  the  effedls  of"  a  proclamation  on 
thofe  who  are  now  delinquents,  and  (hall  be  happy  if  it 
meets  widi  fiiccefs ;  bat  confefs,  from  the  experiment  I 
have  made,  that  I  am  not  fanguine  in  my  expedations  that 
it  will  be  the  cafe. 

As  to  the  recruiting  officers,  I  mufl:  obferve,  that,  not- 
withftanding  the  refoiution  of  Congrefs  of  the  thirty-firft 
of  July,  and  my  circular  letter  on  the  fubjedl:  of  it  to  ma- 
ny of  the  States,  1  have  not  received  an  account  that  any 
olHcers  have  been  appointed,  except  in  Connecticut  and 
Jerfey.^ 

On  Sunday  the  enemy  evacuated  Germantownj.and  with- 
drew themfelves  within  their  lines  near  the  ciry.  They 
feem  determined  to  reduce  the  forts,  if  poffible  ;  and,  for 
this  purpofe,  have  thrown  feveral  parties  over  on  Province- 
Ifland.  I  was  informed  this  afternoon  that  a  detachment 
alfo  paffed  the  Delaware  at  Coopcr^s  ferry  in  the  morning. 
If  the  account  be  true,  (and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it)  it  is  high- 
ly probable  they  m.ean  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  garrifori 
at  Red-Bank.  I  am  taking  every  meafure  in  my  power 
to  counteract  them,  and  have  written  to  generals  Forman 
and  Newcomb  of  Jerfey  to  arford  every  aid  they  can  to 
reheve  tlie  fort,  in  cafe  they  do  inveft  it. 

Again (t  Fort-Mifflin  they  have  kept  up  a  cannonade, 
more  or  Itfz,  eveiy  davj  and  have  thrown  feveral  (hells,  but 
without  doing  any  confiderable  dam^^ge.  Tlie  explofion 
of  one  killed  a  private,  and  vv^ounded  three  others,  who 
were  in  a  barrack  where  it:  fell.  I'hcy  alfo  fet  fire  to  two 
ammunition-boxes  v;'ith  a  hot  ball  on  the  nineteenth,  which 
did  fome  injury  to  the  barracks.  I  do  not  uecolleCt  tlvit 
we  have  fuffered  lately  in  any  inftances  befides  thefe. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  c<c.  G.  W. 
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SIR,    -  Head'QucrterSy  Oaoher  24,1777, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  lionour  of  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs 
tlie  inclofed  copies  cf  fundry  letters  juft  now  received,  and 
congratulate  them  mod:  fincerely  on  the  important  intelli- 
gence which  they  contain.  The  damage  the  enemy  have 
iuftained  in  their  (liips,  I  hope,  will  prevent  tlieir  future  at- 
tempts to  gain  the  paiTage  of  the  river .;  and  the  repulfe  cf 
the  troops  undqr  count  Donnop,  and  his  captivity,  1  flatter 
myfelf,  will  alfo  be  attended  Avith  the  mcll:  happy  confe- 
quences.  At  the  time  thefe  adtions  happened,  a  fupply  of 
ammunition  was  on  the  way  to  the  forts ;  and  I  have  alfo 
ordered  a  further  quantity  to  be  immediately  fent. 

By  colonel  Blaine,  one  of  tl:ie  ilTuing  commiffaries,  who 
left  Red-Bank  in  the  morning  .before  the  a<3:ion,  T  am  hap- 
pily informed  that  lie  had  thrown  confiderable  fupplies  of 
provifion  into  both  garrifons.  He  alfo  adds  that  he  came 
from  Jerfey  thl^  morning,  and  that  the  enemy  had  re-croffed 
the  Delaware  and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  colonel  Greene  that  the  prifoners  .mud  be  immedi- 
ately fent  from  his  poll :  .and  Mr.  Clymer,  a  deputy  un- 
der Mr.  Boudinot,  willfet  out  to-morrow  morning  to  make 
a  proper  difpofition  of  them. 

It  gives  me  great  concern  to  inform  Gongrefs,  that,  after 
ail  my  exertions,  we  are  ftill  in  a  diftreiTed  fituation  for 
want  of  blankets  and  flioes-  At  this  time  no  inconfidera- 
ble  part  of  our  force  are  incapable  of  acling,  through  the 
deficiency  of  the  latter  ;  and  I  fear,  without  we  can  be  re- 
lieved, it  will  be  the  cafe  with  two-thirds  of  ihe  army  in 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days. 

I  am  and  have  been  v/aiting  with  the  moil  anxious  im- 
patience for  a  confirmation  of  general  Burgoyne's  furrender. 
I  have  received  no  further  intelligence  refpedting  it  (except 
vague  report)  than  the  iirft  account  which  came  to  hand 
fo  long  ago  as  Saturday  morning.  If  Congrefs  have  had 
atithentic  advices  about  it,  I  wifh  to  be  favoured  with 
tBern. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W« 


Head-^iarterSf 
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"SIR,  Jiead- garters,  ne9r  White- Mar fo,  Nov.  I,  1 7  77. 

I  Wi.'^S  duly  honoured  with  Mr.  Hancock's  let:ter 
of  the  twenty-fifth,  with  its  feveral  inclofures.      1  fli all  take 
the  cafe  of  John  More  under  confideration,  and  will  tranf- 
-mit  colonel  Mafon  my  determination  upon  the  fame. 

At  this  time  I  cannot  inform  the  commifTary  whether  any 
alterations  have  or  have  not  been  made  by  general  orders 
in  the  original  ration  eftablilliment.  I  have  been  under  the 
neceffity,  from  time  to  time,  to  fend  away  my  orderly  books ; 
and  they  are  neceffary  to  be  examined  upon  the  fubjed. 
However,  I  think  it  probable  that  a  departure  from  the 
firft  allowance  may  have  been  found  expedient,  and  diredl- 
ed  by  fome  authority,  or  the  commlflary  would  not  have 
adopted  it.  In  refpe^t  to  the  alteration  referred  to  my  con- 
fideration, it  is  a  matter  of  confequence,  and  1  have  defired 
the  general  oiHcers  to  Inform  themfelves  wheiher  it  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  army  at  large,  or  what  other  regulations 
may  be  nece/Tary  in  this  inftance.  As  foon  as  I  have  their 
fentlments,  I  will  write  to  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjed. 

The  enemy  IKll  confider  the  pofTeffion  of  our  ports  upon 
the  river  of  great  importance  ;  and,  from  their  preparation 
of  fafcines,  occ.  and  the  bed:  information  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  they  will  make  further  efforts  to  carry  them. 
Viewing  them  in  this  light  myfelf,  and  imagining  that- 
they  would  perfevere  in  their  plans  to  occupy  them,  I 
wrote  fome  days  ago  in  the  molt  prelling  terms  to  generals 
JDIckinfon,  Forman,  and  ^^  *  *,  to  afford  every  aid  in  their 
power  from  the  militia  of  Jerfey.  As  yet  we  have  receiv- 
ed but  little  ;  and  I  have  no  encouragement  to  expedl  that 
it  will  be  much  augmented  in  a  fhort  time.  This  does  not 
proceed  from  a  want  of  adivity  and  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  two  firit  mentioned  gentlemen,  whofe  condu61:  and 
zeal  upon  every  occafion  give  them  a  claim  to  the  public 
elleem,  but  in  a  confiderable  degree  from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  their  State  at  this  time.  The  apprehenfions 
of  an  invafion  from  Staten-Ifland  keep  a  large  proportion  of 
the  militia  from  the  eaflern  and  upper  part  of  the  State  al- 
moft  conflantly  employed  at  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Elizabith-Town  :  and  Mr.  Livingflon's  pov/ers  as  gover- 
nor being  expired,  and  no  provifion  made  (it  feems)  for 
^VoL.  JI,  Q^  fuch 
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fuch  a  eontingency, — ^therc  are  none  of  fufBcIent  authority 
to  order  them  out,  till  a  new  appointment  can  be  had  : — at 
lead  there  is  ground  to  fafped  that  the  orders  and  exertions 
of  thefe  two  gentlemen,  unaffifted  by  civil  authority,  will 
not  be  attended  v/ith  the  advantages  we  wiih,  and  which 
our  affairs  require,  *  ^  * 

Under  thefe  circuraftances  I  have  been  obliged  to  detach 
a  further  reinforcement  of  continental  troops  under  general 
Varnum,  to  maintain  the  two  gan  ifons,  if  pofTible, — ^befides 
j(ailors  drawn  from  the  line,  to  man  the  galleys.  This  de* 
tachment,  when  it  arrives,  added  to  the  force  now  in  the 
forts,  will  make  the  whole  .amount  to  fixteen  hundred  ef- 
feclive  rank  and  file  fent  from  this  army. 

After  the  action  of  the  fourth  ultimo  at  Germantown,  I 
looped  we  ihould  have  been  in  a  fituation  to  attack  the  ene- 
my again  on  thofe  grounds,  and  with  more  fuccefs  than  in 
the  former  inftance  ;  but  this  I  was  not  able  to  efFe^» 
The  fevere  rain  on  the  frxteenth  of  September, — the  action 
on  the  fourth, — the  removal  cf  our  (Icres,  and  having  to 
form  a  new  elabcnni?^, — added  to  the  fmall  number  of 
hands  engaged  in  the  bufinefs  of  it, — laid  us  under  difficul- 
ties in  the  capital  and  effentiai  article  of  ammupition,  that 
could  not  be  furmounted.  Every  exertion  was  dire<5led  to 
obtain  fup})Iies  ;  but  (notwithftanding)  they  wer©  inade- 
quate, too  fcanty,  and  infufficient  to  attempt  any  thing  on 
a  large  and  general  fcal^,  before  the  enemy  withdrew  them- 
felves.  With  what  we  had,  in  cafe  an  experiment  had 
been  made,  fortune  might  have  decided  in  our  favour  for 
the  prefent  ;  but  we  fhoidd  not  have  been  afterwards  in  a 
f  tuation  to  maintain  the  advantage  we  might  have  gained  : 
and  if  a  repulfe  had  taken  place,  and  the  enemy  purfued,-— 
for  want  of  a  referve  we  might  have  been  expofed  to  the 
moft  imminent  danger  of  being  ruined.  The  diftrefs  of  the 
foldiers  for  want  of  ilioes  was  alfo  a  pov/eiful  obftacle  to 
the  meafure. 

I  could  wifh  thai  our  circumftances  were  now  fixh  as  to 
authorife  a  general  attack  for  diHodging  them  from  the  city  : 
but  I  think  that  they  are  not.  This  alfo  is  the  opinion  of 
my  general  ofHcers,  upon  a  full  and  comprehenfive  view  of 
matters,  as  Congrefs  will  perceive  by  the  inciofed  copy  cf 
the  minutes  r»f  council  on  the  tv/enty-ninth  ultimo,  which 

I  hate 
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I  have  taken  tlie  liberty  to  tranfmit  and  lay  before  them. 
The  fuperiority  of  numbers  on  the  part  of  the  en^my,  in  . 
refpe(ft  to  regular  troops,-— their  fuperior  dlfcipline,  arid  thfe 
redoubts  and  lines  which  they  have  thrown  u^^bei^C^eenthc 
two  rivers  and  about  the  city,-— the  happy  ftate^of  ty^'kf- 
fairs  at  the  northward,  and  the  practicability  of  drawing 
fuccoiirs  from  thence, — the  confequences  of  a  defeat,—— 
thefe  were  all  motives  which  led  to  a  decilion  againfl  an 
attack  at  this  time. 

I  have  feftt  calorie!  Hamilton^  one  of  my  aides,  to  gen- 
eral Gates,  to  give  him  a  juft  reprefentation  of  things,  and 
to  explain  to  him  the  expediency  of  our  receiving  the  rein- 
forcements which  have  been  determined  neceffary,  if  they 
will  not  interfere  with  and  fruftrate  any  important  plans  he 
may  have  formed.  Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  that  there 
is  any  objed  now  remaining,  that  demands  our  attention 
and  moft  vigorous  efforts  fo  much  as  the  deftruflion  of  the 
army  in  this  quarter.  Should  we  be  able  to  effefl  this, 
we  fhall  have  little  to  fear  in  future. 

General  Howe^s  force,  according  to  the  ftate  now  made, 
is  more  confiderable  than  it  was  generally  fuppofed  to  be. 
I  did  not  think  it  quite  fo  great  myfeif,  but  always  imagin- 
ed the  common  eiiimate  much  too  low  : — -nor  can  I  pofi- 
lively  fay  what  it  really  is.  However,  there  are  ftrong 
reafons  to  believe  that  it  is  not  over-rated.  After  the  evac- 
uation of  Germantown,  an  almoft  infinite  number  of  fcraps 
and  bits  of  paper  were  found,  which,  being  feparated  and 
arranged  with  great  induftry  and  care,  bear  the  marks  of 
genuine  and  authentic  returns  at  different  periods.  The 
manner  in  which  they  were  deftroyed  and  difpofed  of  gives 
no  room  to  fufpedt  that  it  was  the  efFe(5l  of  defign.  In  ad- 
dition to  this,  I  am  informed  by  general  Putnam  that  he 
had  heard  a  reinforcement  of  four  regiments  was  coming 
round  to  Delaware  from  New-York. 

The  inclofed  return  will  give  Congrefs  a  general  view 
of  the  ftrength  of  this  army  when  it  was  made,  and  a  par- 
ticular one  of  the  forces  of  each  State  which  compofe  it. 
By  this  they  will  perceive  how  greatly  deficient  the  whole 
are  in  furniihing  their  ]u(l  quotas.  The  militia  fcom.  Mary- 
land and  Virginia  are  no  longer  to  be  counted  on  ; — ^all  the 
former,  except  about  two  hundred,  are  already  gone  5  and 

a  few 
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a  few  days,  I  expeft,  will  produce  the  departure  of  the 
whole  or  chief  part  of  the  latter,  from  the  importunate  ap- 
plIcatio9,s  \yhiq}|,fome  of  theni  have  made.  Befides  ^thls- 
dlmiv^utdon^  I  am  apprehenflve  \^e  fhall  have  fcveral  men 
added  to  the  fick  hft  by  reafon  of  the  late  exceffive  rain' 
and  want  of  clothes. 

We  have  not  yet  come  to  any  determination  refpeduig 
the  difpofition  of  our  troops  for  the  winter, — fuppofing  it  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  that  for  the  prefent  we- 
fnould  be  filent  upon  it.  The  reafons  will  readily  occur^ 
By  continuing  the  campaign,  perhaps  many  filur.ary  if  not 
decifive  advantages  may  be  derived  ;  but  it  appears  to  me 
that  this  mud  depend  upon  the  fupplies  of  cloathing  which 
the  men  receive.  If  they  cannot  be  accommodated  in  this 
jnftance,  it  will  be  difficult  if  not  impoflible  to  do  it  without 
cffe (fling  their  deftruflion. 

I  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  I  feel  myfjlf  in 
a  delicate  ftuation  with  refpedt  to  the  marquis  La  Fayette. 
He  is  extremely  folieitous  of  having  a  command  equal  to 
his  rank,  andprofefies  very  different  ideas,  as  to  the  purpofes 
of  his  appointment,  from  thofe  Congrefs  have  mentioned  ta 
me: — he  certainly  did  not  underftand  them.  I  do  not 
know  in  what  light  they  v/Ill  view  the  matter  :  but  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  from  a  confideration  of  his  iiluftrioas  and  im> 
portant  connexions, — -the  attachment  which  he  has  manl- 
fefted  for  our  caufe, — and  the  confecuences  which  his 
return  in  difguft  might  produce,-— that  it  will  be  advifeable 
to  gratify  him  in  his  wiflies  5  and  the  more  fo,  as  fe vera! 
gentlemen  from  France,  who  came  over  under  fbme  affur- 
gnces,  have  gone  back  dlfappointed  in  their  expetflations. 
His  condud  with  refped  to  them  ftands  in  a  favourable 
point  of  view,- — ^having  interefted  himfelf  to  remove  their 
uneafinefs,  and  urged  the  impropriety  of  their  making  any 
unfavourable  reprefentations  upon  their  arrival  at  home  : 
and  in  all  his  letters,  he  has  placed  our  affairs  in  the  beft 
fituation  he  could.  Befides,  he  is  fenfible,  difcreet  in  his 
manners,  has  made  great  proficiency  in  our  language,  and, 
from  the  difpofition  he  difcovered  at  the  battle  of  Brandi- 
wine,  pofTefles  a  large  fhare  of  bravery  and  mJhtary  ardour. 

There  is  a  French  gentleman  here, — monfieur  Vrigny, 
hi  whofe  fiivour    the     marquis    feem.s    much  interefled. 

He 
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He  aflures  me  he  is  an  oiEcer  of  great  iraerit,  and,  from 
that  motive  and  a  regard  to  the  fervice,  wilhes  to  fee  him 
promoted.  The  rank  he  holds  in  France,  and  his  prefent 
expedlations,  are  contained  in  the  inclofed  copy  of  a  paper 
given  me  by  the  marquis.  Monficur  Vrigny  alfo  has  hon- 
ourable certificates  of  his  fervices,  nearly  correfponding 
with  the  marquis's  account  of  them.  If  Congrefs  are 
pleafed  to  honour  him  with  a  commiflion  in  the  army  of 
the  States,  1  muft  try  to  employ  him. 

I  took  the  liberty  fome  ftiort  time  ago  to  mention  ta 
Congrefs  the  fituation  of  the  nine  firft  raifed  Virginia  regi- 
ments, and  the  term  for  which  they  ftand  engaged  ;  andy 
confidering  that  we  fhould  fuffer  greatly  by  the  lofs  of  fo 
large  a  part  of  our  force  which  have  been  long  inured  to 
fervice,  I  thought  it  advifeable  to  confult  the  ofhcers  corn- 
manding  them,  upon  the  mode  which  fhould  appear  to 
them  beft  calculated  to  re-enlift  th^m.  They  accordingly 
met,  and  reported  their  fentinients  in  writing,  a  copy  of 
which  I  have  inclofed.  I  do  not  know  that  expedients, 
more  promifing  of  fuccefs  than  thofe  they  have  pointed  out, 
can  be  adopted.  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  give  the  mat- 
ter their  earlieft  attention,  and  to  favour  me  with  their  opin- 
ion by  th€  firft  opportunity,  whether  the  indulgence  and 
allowance  they  have  propofed  may  be  granted, — and,  if  any 
additional  bounty  may  be  given,  wliat  it  (hall  be.  The 
high  fams  paid  for  fubftitutes  and  draughts,  of  late,  even 
in  the  militia  fervice,  will  make  this  necefiary  ;  for  the 
foldiers,  being  well  apprifed  of  that  facfl:,  will  not  be  induced 
to  engage  again  during  the  war  or  for  three  years,  for  the 
ufual  premium.  .. 

I  would  alfo  lay  before  Congrefs  a  remonftrance  by  the 
fubaltern  officers  of  the  Virginia  line,  founded  on  a  reform 
I  thought  neceffary  to  take  place  in  the  regiments  from 
that  State.  Thefe,  in  their  eftablifhment,  were  made  to 
confift  often  companies, — two  more  than  were  afligned  to 
thofe  of  the  States  in  general.  This,  and  the  great  difpro- 
portion  between  the  pfficers  and  men,  induced  me  to  reduce 
them  to  a  level  with  the  reft  belonging  to  the  cdhtinent,  in 
order  to  prevent  a  confiderable  unneceffary  expenfe.  To 
effedl  this,  no  new  promotions  are  to  be  made  in  the  two 
extra  companies,  viz.  the  ninth  and  tenth,  either  to  vacan- 
-    Qj5  cles 
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cies  exlfling  at  the  time  of  the  regaiation^  or  to  any  future 
ones  that  may  happen  therein  :  and  the  fubalterns  are  to 
remain  in  their  rank  and  command  tili  they  can  be  promot- 
ed in  the  other  eight  companies,  and  their  men  incorporate 
ed.  This  is  what  they  complain  oL  I  ha^e  made  a  fliort 
ftate  of  fadls,  and  wifli  Congrefs  to  determine  upon  them 
and  the  remonftrance  as  they  fhall  thmk  proper. 

At  the  requeft  of  governor  Clinton,  I  have  tranfmitted 
a  copy  of  his.  letter  to  me,  gWing  an  account  of  general 
Vaughan's  expedition  up  the  North-river  after  the  capture 
of  Fort-Montgomery^  and  of  the  deftrudllon  committed  by 
his  troops  in  burning  Kingfton  and  the  houfcs  and  mills  on 
the  river-  According  to  the  latefl:  advices  they  have  re- 
turned agairt ;  and  it  is  reported  that  they  have  deflroyed 
the  barracks  and  forts,  and  gone  to  New- York.  :■. — but  this 
is  not  confirmed. 

A  few  days  ago  Mr.  Franks  of  Philadelphia,  agent  fb.r 
the  Britifh  prifoners,  fent  out  fix  tlioiifand  continental  dol- 
lars to  Mr.  Richard  Graham  of  Virginia,  for  the  fubfiflence 
of  the  HeiTians  and  other  prifoners  in  that  Suite.  The 
policy  of  fuffering  the  enemy  to  fupport  their  prifoners  with 
money  which  they  refufe  themfeives,  and  which  they  at- 
tempt to  depreciate  in  every  inftance  they  pollibly  can,  ap- 
pears to  me  very  queftionable,: — and  the  more  fo,  as  it  may 
be  counterfeited.  Befides,  they  have  laid  us  under  every 
difficulty  they  can  devife,  as  to  our  prifoners  in  their  hands  : 
— nothing  will  do  for  their  fupport  but  hard  money.  If 
the  enemy  were  obliged  to  furnifli  the  fame,  the  quantity 
with  us  would  be  greater,  and  of  courfe  the  means  of  re* 
lieving  ours,  eafier.  I  do  n-ot  know  what  confequences  a 
prohibition  againft  receiving  continental  miOney  or  the  cur- 
rency of  any  State  from  them  might  involve  :  I  think  the 
fubjecft  is  worthy  of  the  confideration  of  Congrefs  ;  and  for 
that  reafon  I  have  mentioned  it. 

No'veiriher  3.— The  report  of  the  enemy's  having  dcftroy- 
cd  the  forts  and  barracks  on  the  North-river,  and  of  their 
having  retu«r>.:d  to  New-York,  is  confirmed.  I  this  morn- 
ing received  a  letter  from  general  Putnam  upon  the  fubje<*l, 
a  copy  orwhich  is  tranfmitted.  The  information  that  they 
mean  to  reinforce  general  Howe,  I  doubt  not  is  true  :  it 
Ij^S  come  through  feveral  channels,  and  nothing  is  more 

probrtble. 
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probable.  As  to  their  having  a  further  expedition  in  view, 
it  feems  to  be  queftlonable  : — general  Burgoyne's  defeat, 
and  the  ea^iern  troops  being  ready  to  be  employed  in  an- 
other way,  are  circumflances  again  ft  the  nieafure. 

Agreeable  to  my  expe Elation,  the  Virginia  miHtia  are 
gone  ;  fo  that  we  have  none  now  in  aid  of  the  continental 
troops  but  thofe  of  this  State  mentioned  in  the  return,  and 
a  few  from  Maryland.  I  do  not  know  what  can  or  will 
be  done  to  obtain  farther  reinforcements  of  them  ;  but  it 
appears  to  me,  taking  matters  in  any  point  of  light,  that  fur- 
ther aids  fhould  come  from  Virginia  and  Maryland :  for 
ihoald  wa  be  able  to  accommodate  the  continental  forces 
with  clothes  fo  as  to  carry  on  a  winter  campaign,  their  af- 
fiftance  will  be  material,  either  to  maintain  a  blockade,  or 
in  any  decifive  ftroke  we  may  attempt.  And  if  they  can- 
not be  fo  provided,  and  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  retire  into 
quarters,  their  fervice  will  be  ftill  more  neceiTary  to  ailift  in 
covering  the  country  againft  incurfions  for  forage  and  pro- 
vlfions.  The  mlhtia  of  this  State,  themfelves,  fuppofing 
they  fliould  be  tolerably  vigorous  in  their  exertions^  will 
not  be  equal  to  the  tafi<  :  at  leaft  it  wiO  be  difficult,  if  not 
impra{5licable,  for  them  to  do  it.  It  is  to  be  wiihed  that 
fjch  as  con  be  drawn  out  may  be  engaged  to  ferve  three 
months,  or  two  at  leaft,  (if  it  can  be  effecfled)  after  their 
arrival  in  camp  ;  and  that  a  mode  could  be  adopted  to  fup- 
piy  their  places  with  others  at  the  expiration  of  their  term, 
fhould  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  require  it.  A  time  for 
their  continuance  fhould  be  fixed,  or  they  will  always  be 
uneafy  and  pufhing  off;  and  the  longer  circumftances  will  . 
admit  it  to  be,  the  better  :  for,  after  the  period  recurs,  for 
'  which  they  come,  it  will  be  impoflible  to  retain  them  a  mo- 
ment. As  to  the  number  that  fhould  be  required,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  determine  :  however,  it  is  likely  it  will  fall  fhort 
of  the  requifition,  as  it  ever  has  upon  fuch  occafions. 

There  is  a  report  prevailing  in  camp,  which  has  come 
through  feveral  channels,  that  a  fuccefsful  expedition  has 
been  made  upon  Rhode-Ifland,  and  eight  hundred  prifon- 
ers  taken,  with  feveral  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  fait.  I  heartily  wifh  it  may  be  true  :,  but  at 
prcfent  it  wants  confirraatiou. 

Mr, 


tSS        GENERAL    WASHINGTON'S 

Mr.  Thornpfon*s  letter  of  the  twenty-firft  ultimo,  with 
its  inclofures,  came  to  hand  yefterday.  I  join  Congrefs 
mod  fincerely  in  congratulations  on  our  important  faccefs 
in  the  farrender  of  general  Burgoyne  at  the  head  of  his 
forces,  and  am  happy  they  have  received  a  confirmation  of 
the  event  from  general  Gates. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Head-Barters y  IVhite-MarJh,  Nov.  8,  1 777. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  inclofe  you  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  major-general  Dickinfon,  of  the  fixth  inlbnt, 
by  which  it  appears  that  a  reinforcement  has  failed  from 
New-York,  either  for  general  Howe  or  fome  other  expe- 
dition. I  have  not  yet  heard  whether  any  of  the  troops 
on  their  march  from  the  northward  have  yet  crofTed  the 
North-river  ;  but  I  hope  they  will  be  with  me  near  as  foon 
as  general  Howe's  reinforcement  can  arrive  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

There  was  a  heavy  firing  of  cannon,  all  the  day  of  the 
fifth,  down  the  river ;  and  in  the  evening  fome  muflcetry 
was  heard  j  from  whence  we  conceded  that  an  attack  had 
been  made  upon  Fort-MiiBin.  But  it  turned  out  to  be  aw 
jittack  made  by  general  Varnum,  with  a  twelve  and  an  eigh- 
teen-pounder  fixed  near  Red-Bank,  upon  the  enemy^s  fhips*- 
He  thinks  he  damaged  the  Somerfet  of  fixty-four  guns 
confiderably,  as  fhe  got  on  ground,  and  was  for  fome  time 
cxpofed  to  his  fire.  The  (hips  were  obliged  to  quit  their 
fiations  and  fall  lower  down. 

From  a  variety  of  accounts  and  cireumflances,  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  the  enemy  are  meditating  a  grand 
blow  again  ft  Fort-Mifflin.  I  have  put  the  place  in  as  good 
a  ftate  of  defence  as  my  prefent  numbers  will  admit,  and 
have  direded  general  Varnum  to  afford  every  further  affilV- 
ance  in  his  power.  I  therefore  hope  they  will  meet  a  warm 
reception  whenever  they  make  the  attempt. 

The  military  cheft  is  again  empty^  and  the  army  is  un- 
paid for  the  months  of  September  and  Oflober, — befides 
the  draughts  that  are  requifite  for  the  commifiary  and  quar- 
ter«niafter-general's  department.     You  will  therefore  be 

pleafed 
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pleafed  to  dired  a  fupply  of  cafh  to  be  fcnt  on  as  expedi-- 
tioiifly  as  poflible. 

I  fear,  from  a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  gen- 
eral Heath',  that  no  proper  meafures  are  taken  to  put  up  a 
fjppfy  of  fait  provifions  for  next  campaign,  to  the  eaftward. 
I  have  inclofcd  a  copy  of  general  Heath's  letter  to  Mr. 
Buchanan,  the  commifTary-general  of  purchafes,  and  hare 
defired  him  to  have  the  matter  looked  into  in  time  :  but  it 
is  of  fo  much  importance  to  the  very  exiftence  of  the  ar- 
my, that  I  think  it  deferves  the  attention  of  Congrefs. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W^ 


t'o  Henp.y  Laurens,  efqulrcy  Prejldent  of  Congrefs^ 

SIR,  Camp  at   White- Marp,  No^e?r.hr  10,  177^ 

I  HAVE  been  duly  hoDOured  v/ith  yotir  favours  of 
the  fourth  and  fifth  inflant,  v/ith  their  feveral  inclofares. 
Among  thofe  of  the  former,  I  found  the  refolution  ypu  are 
pleafed  to  allude  to,  ref})e6llng  your  appointment  as  pr^fi- 
dent.  Permit  me.  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  upon  this  event, 
and  to  affure  you  I  have  the  moil:  entire  confidence  that  I 
(hall  experience  in  you  during  your  prefidency  the  fame 
polltcnefs,  and  attention  to  the  interefts  of  the  States,  that 
marked  the  conduct  of  your    worthy  predecefTor. 

With  refpedt  to  the  views  of  the  navy-board  for  f^curing 
the  frigates,  the  ftuation  of  the  army  would  not  admit  of 
a  compliance  with  them,  fuppofmg  they  would  anfwer  the 
'  end.  1  have  tlierefore  written  to  the  board  in  the  mod: 
prefiing  terms,  to  Iiave  the  frigates  fcuttlcd  in  fach  away  that 
they  may  be  raifcd  v/hen  it  ihall  be  necefTary,  and  that  in 
the  m.ean  time  they  niay  not  be  liable  to  injury  from  float- 
ing  ice.  I  fee  no  meafurc  fo  likely  to  fccure  them  to  us, 
and  againfl:  the  enemy's  attempts.  I  have  been  extremely 
fearful  they  would  have  pofTefTed  and-  employed  them,  with 
th:  Delaware  and  their  batteries,  on  the  rear  of  the  galleys 
and  the  fort,  while  the  fliips  below  attacked  in  front.  1 
need  not  point  out  the  probable  confec^uences  of  fuch  an: 
event ;  they  are  too  obvious. 

The 
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The  refolves  which  you  requeft  lo  be  commuBlcatcd  te 
the  army  (hall  be  publlfhed  in  general  orders.  The  let- 
ters for  commodore  Hazel  wood,  &c.  have  been  put  in  a; 
proper  channel  of  conveyance. 

As  to  the  difpofition  of  part  of  the  northern  army,  my 
letter  of  the  firft,  continued  to  the  third,  contains  my  ideas 
upon  the  fubjed,  and  thofe  of  my  general  officers.  I 
fhall  be  forry  if  the  meafures  I  have  taken  on  this  head 
fhould  interfere  with  or  materially  vary  from  any  plans 
Congrefs  might  have  had  in  view*  Their  proceedings  of 
the  fifth,  I  prefume,  were  founded  on  a  fuppofition  that  the 
enemy  were  fHll  up  the  North-river,  and  garrifoning  the 
forts  they  had  taken.  This  not  being  the  cafe,  and  all 
accounts  agreeing  that  reinforcements  to  general  Howe 
are  coming  fjom  York,  I  hope  the  aids  I  have  required 
will  be  Gonfidered  expedient  and  proper.  Independent 
of  the  latter  Gonfideration,  I  think  our  exertions  and  force 
fliould  be  dire(5l^ed  to  effed  general  Howe's  deftrudion,  if 
it  is  poiTible. 

Among  the  "various  dilEcuhies  attending  the  army,  the 
adju foment  of  rank  is  not  the  leaft.  This,-— owing  to  the 
feveral  modes,  the  feveral  principles,  that  have  prevailed  in 
granting  commiflions, — is  involved  in  great  perplexity. 
Tke  officers  of  the  Pennfylvania  troops  are  in  much  con- 
fufion  about  it :  in  many  inftances,  thofe  who  were:  jnniof 
in  rank,  from  local  and  other  circumftances,  have  obtained 
commiilions  older  in  date  than  thofe  which  were  granted 
afterwards  to  officers,  their  fuperiors  before.  This,  with 
many  other  irregularities,  has  been  and  is  the  caufe  of 
great  uneafmefs  :  and,  though  precedency  of  rank  fo  claim- 
ed ffiould  not  be  fupported  in  julice  or  upon  any  principle j,. 
— we  find  all,  having  the  leaft  pretext  for  the  title,  ftrenu- 
ous  to  fupport  it,  and  willing  to  hold  a  fuperrority.  I  was 
therefore  iuduced  to  order  a  board  of  officers  to  take  th^ 
matter  under  confideration.  The  refult,  rcfpe<fHng  the 
field-officers  of  this  State,  I  now  inclofe,  and  wifh  Con- 
grefs to  adopt  the  regulation  which  the  board  have  made, 
and  to  tranfrait  me,  by  the  earlieft  opportunity,  commif- 
fions-  dated  according  to  their  arrangement.  At  the  fame 
time  it  may  be  proper  that  there  fhould  be  a  refolve  vacat- 
ing the  commiffions  they  now  have,,  and  dire(5ling  them  to 

be 
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be  delivered  to  me.  Their  attention  to  this  bufinefs,  I 
truft,  will  be  immediate  :  the  difputes  and  jeajoufies  with 
the  officers  require  it. 

I  have  inclofed  the  memorial  of  colonel  For  tail  and  the 
Other  engineers  for  their  promotion,  referred  to  me  by  the 
board  of  war  for  my  fentiments.  As  to  the  terms  thefc 
gentlemen  meationed  to  have  been  propofed  and  agreed  to 
when  they  firrt  arrived^  I  know  nothing  of  thenii  further 
than  the  memorial  dates.  In  reipedl  to  their  abilities  and 
knowledge  in  their  profefion,  I  mud  obferve  they  have  had 
no  great  opportunity  of  proving  them  (ince  they  were  in 
our  fervice.  However,  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  have  been'  regularly  bred  in  this  important  branch 
of  war,  and  that  their  talents,  which  have  been  hitherto. 
Its  it  were,  dormant,  want  only  a  proper  occafion  to  call 
them  forth  ;  in  which  cafe,  I  have  no  doubt  they  would 
do  themfelves  honour,  and  the  States  efTential  fervice.  It 
is  of  great  importance,  too,  to  confider  the  pra(5licability  of 
replacing  thele  gentlemen  with  perfons  equally  qualified,  if 
they  (houjd  quit  the  fervice  ;  and  how  indifpenfable  men 
of  {kill  in  this  branch  of  military  fcience  are  to  every  army. 
While  I  am  on  this  fubjed,  1  would  take  the  liberty  to 
niention  that  I  have  been  well  informed  that  the  engineer 
in  the  northern  army  (Corieiki,  I  think,  his  name  is)  is  a 
gentleman  of  fcience  and  merit.  From  the  charadter  I 
have  had  of  him,  he  is  deferving  of  notice  too,. 

I  would  beg  leave  to  mention  that  we  are  in  great  dif- 
trefs  for  want  of  money.  Tills  will  be  more  urgent  ever/ 
day  :  and  't  is  probable  there  will  be  a  good  deal  of  pay 
■due  to  the  troops  coming  to  reinforce  us.  General  Putnam 
writes  piieflingly  for  a  fupply,  and  fays,  he  is  in  a  mod  dif- 
agreeable  fituation  for  want  of  it.  1  mull:  requeft  the  at- 
tention of  Congiefs  to  this  fubjed:. 

Your  favour  of  the  feventh  came  to  hand  this  morning. 
I  {hall  pay  proper  attention  to  the  inclofures.     The  rank 
of  the  officers  of  cavalry  I  will  attempt  to  have  fettled  as  . 
foon  as  circum dances  will  admit. 

I  have  nothing  very  intereding  to  communicate.  The 
enemy  have  lod  one  of  their  new  floating-batteries  :  it  funk 
in  a  litt'e  time  after  it  was  launched.     There  has  been  a 

cannonadft 
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cannonade  to-day  :— It  flill  continues  : — I  do  not  know 

the  occafion,  but  imagine  it  is  between  the  Ihips  and  galleys. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 


5  I  R,  Camp  J  near  White  ^'larjhy  No^efjihcr  II,  1/77. 

THE  condition  cf  the  army  for  want  of  clothes  and 
blankets,  and  the  littie  profpe(5t  we  have  of  obtaining  re- 
iief,  according  to  the  information  I  have  received  from  the 
board  of  war,  occafion  me  to  trouble  you  at  this  time.  The 
mode  of  feizing  and  forcing  fuppiies  from  the  inhabitants, 
I  fear,  would  prove  very  inadequate  to  the  demands,  while 
it  would  certainly  embitter  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
excite  perhaps  a  hurtful  jealoufyagainft  the  army.  I  have 
had  officers  out  for  the  purpofe  of  purchafing  and  making 
voluntary  colledions  of  neceiTaries  :  and,  in  a  few  indances, 
more  coercive  meafures  have  been  exercifed  :  but  allthefc 
have  proved  of  little  avail :  our  diilreffes  ftill  continue, 
and  are  becoming  greater*  I  would  therefore  humbly  fub- 
init  it  to  the  confidcration  of  Congrefs  whether  it  may  not 
be  expedient  for  them  to  addrefs  thefeveral  legiHative  and 
executive  powers  of  the  States  on  this  fubjedl  as  early  as 
poiTible,  and  in  the  moft:  urgent  terms.  It  appears  to  me, 
if  they  were  to  appoint,  under  the  authority  of  Congrefs, 
proper  adive  agents,  that  many  neceffaries  might  be  pro- 
cured in  addition  to  thofe  \^purchafed']  on  public  account. 
Befides  this,  1  think  the  exigency  of  our  affairs  requiros 
that  they  fhould  refolve  on  an  immediate  afTefTment  to  be 
made  on  the  inhabitants.  If  thefe  modes  were  adopted, 
confiderable  aids  might  be  derived,  and  In  a  way  much  lefs 
exceptionable  than  that  of  feizing  by  the  arm}^  The  af- 
femblies  in  many  States,  1  believe,  are  now  fitting  ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt,  upon  a  requiiition  by  Congrefs,  but  they 
will  give  attention  to  the  meafure. 

Inclofed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general 
Putnam,  which  came  to  hand  to- day.  You  will  find  his 
and  governor  Clinton's  opinion  refpeding  the  fortiiications 
neceffary  to  be  made  for  the  fecurity  of  the  North  river. 
As  foon  as  I  heard  that  Warner's  militia  were  coming 
4own  to  reinforce  me,  1  immediately  v/rote  to  countermand 

them. 
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tliein,  and  dire<5led  that  they  fliould  be  retained  to  carry 
on  the  neceffary  works  during  the  time  they  are  to  ferve. 
My  letter  on  this  fubjedt  was  on  the  niiith  inftant.  As  to 
tlie  other  troops,  the  propriety  of  bringing  them  here,  I  be^ 
Heve,  is  not  to  be  queftioned.  We  are  told  through  vari- 
ous channels  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  coming  round  with 
all  the  force  that  can  be  poffibly  fpared  from  New-York  | 
knd  it  is  faid  that  thofe  on  Staten-Ifland  are  withdrawn. 
It  is  added  alfo  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  former  are  great- 
ly alarmed  and  difgufted,  and  that  general  Tryon  is  call- 
ing in  the  militia  of  Long-Ifland  for  the  defence  of  the 
city.  General  Putnam's  letter  will  alfo  evince  the  necef- 
fity  there  is  for  a  large  and  immediate  fupply  of  money 
being  fent  to  the  pay-mafter-general. 

I  have  alfo  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  a  copy  of  a  re* 
port  by  a  board  of  general  officers,  on  the  fubjedt  of  rations, 
which  I  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  Congrefs.  The  ef- 
tablifliment  and  regulations  which  they  propofe  appear  to 
me  to  be  jufl  and  neceffary,  fuppofing  the  commilTary's  es- 
timate to  be  right,  which  I  prefume  is  the  cafe,  from  the 
e:5iorbitant  price  which  has  been  and  is  now  paid  for  every 
ipecies  of  provifion.  The  neceflity  of  an  alteration  in  the 
former  value  has  been  l»ng  urged  by  many  officers  ;  and 
for  want  of  it,  feveral,  I  believe,  have  left  the  fervice. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  By  advices  juft  received,  thirty-eight  tranfports 
have  arrived  in  Delaware  with  troops.  They  were  as  high 
up  as  Reedy-*Ifland  yefterday.  I  fuppofe  they  are  from 
New- York.  The  memorial  of  colonel  Portail  and  the  oth- 
er engineers,  omitted  to  be  inclofed  in  my  letter  of  yef- 
terday, is  now  tranfmitted. 

Not withftan ding  the  meafures  I  have  ventured  to 
recommend  on  the  fubjedt  of  clothing,  I  Ihall  purfue 
every  means  in  my  power  that  will  contribute  to  procure  a 
fupply. 


S  I  R,  Head' garters ^  White-Marjh^  Nov,  1 7,  1 777. 

I  AM  forry  to  inform  you  that  Fort-Mifflin  was 
evacuated  the  night  before  laft,  after  a  defence  which  does 
credit  to  the  American  arms,  and  will  ever  refleia  the 
Vol.  XL  R.  higheft 
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iiighefl:  honour  upon  the  officers  and  men  of  the  garrlfoB* 
The  works  were  entirely  beat  down,  every  piece  of  can- 
non difmounted,  and  one  of  the  enemy's  fhips  fo  near  that 
fhe  threw  grenades  into  the  fort,  and  killed  men  upon 
the  platforms,  from  her  tops,  before  they  quitted  the  ifland. 
This  fhip  had  been  cut  down  for  the  purpofe,  and  fo  con- 
ilrudled  that  fhe  made  but  a  fraall  draught  of  water,  and 
by  thefe  means  warped  in  between  Fort-Mifflin  and 
Province-Ifland.  Some  complaints  are  made  that  the 
captains  of  the  galleys  did  not  fufficiently  exert  themfelves 
to  drive  this  veffel  from  her  ftation  :  but  I  fliail  not  deter- 
mint  any  thing  upon  the  matter  till  a  proper  inquiry  is  made. 

Nothing  in  the  courle  of  this  campaign  has  taken 
up  fo  much  of  the  attention  and  confideration  of  myfelf 
and  all  the  general  officers,  as  the  poffibility  of  giving  a 
further  relief  to  Fort-Mifflin  than  what  we  had  already 
affi3rded.  Such  a  garrifon  was  thrown  into  it  as  has  been 
found  by  experience  capable  of  defending  it  to  the  lali 
extremity  :  and  Red-Bank,  which  was  deemed  eflentially 
Beceflary,  not  only  for  the  purpole  of  keeping  open  the 
communication,  but  of  annoying  the  enemy's  fhips  and 
covering  our  own  fleet,  has  been  pofleiled  by  a  conCdera- 
We  detachmen-t  from  this  army.  The  only  remaining 
and  pradlicable  mode  of  giving  relirf  to  the  fort  was  by 
4iflodging  the  enemy  from  Proyince-Ifland,  frojn  whence 
th^y  kept  up  an  inceifant  fire-  But  this,  from  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  ground,  was  not  to  be  attempted  with  any  de- 
cree of  fafety  to  the  attacking  party,  without  the  whole 
or  a  confiderable  part  of  the  army  jhould  be  removed  to 
the  weft  fide  of  Schuylkill  to  fupport  and  cover  it. 

To  account  for  this,  you  muft  b«  made  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  order  to  have  made  the 
attack  upon  Province-Ifland,  the  party  deftined  for  that 
fervice,  which  fhould  have  been  at  leafT:  fifteen  hundred, 
muft  have  marched  ,down  the  Chefter  road  as  far  as  the 
Bell  inn  near  Derby^  and  thence,  turning  towards  Del- 
aware,  muft  have  proceeded  about  four  miles  further 
through  a  neck  of  land,  to  the  ifland.  The  enemy  hare 
SI  bridge  at  the  middle  ferry  upon  Schuylkill,  which  is  but 
four  miles  from  the  Bell  inn  :  confequently,  by  throwing 
51  body  of  men  .ever  that  bridge  upoc  the  flrft  difcovery  of 

our 
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©ur  defign,  and  marching  down  to  the  Bell,  they  would 
have  efFedtually  cut  ofF  our  detachment  upon  their  return. 
It  is  true  the  covering  party  might  have  confifted  of  a  lefs 
number  than  the  whole  army  :  but  then  thofe  remaining 
upon  this  fide  of  the  river  would  have  been  too  few  to 
have  been  entrufted  with  all  the  artillery  and  ftores  of  the 
army,  within  twelve  miles  of  the  enemy. 

There  were  many  and  very  forcible  reafons  againfl  a 
total  remove  to  the  weft  fide  of  Schuylkill.  Leaving  all 
our  ftores  at  Eafton,^  Bethlehem  and  Allentown  uncov- 
ered;, and  abandoning  feveral  of  our  hofpitals  within  reach 
of  the  enemy,  firft  prefented  themfelves.  Another,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  a  more  weighty  reafon  than  either  of  the 
preceding,  was  the  importance  of  fupporting  the  poft  at 
Red-Bank,  upon  which  that  of  Fort-Mifflin  in  a  great 
meafure  depended,- as  through  it  we  fent  in  fupplies  of  men, 
provifion  and  ammunition*  The  enemy,  fenfible  of  this, 
endeavoured  to  diftodge  us  from  Red-Bank  on  the  twen» 
ty-fecond  of  laft  month  ;.  which,  as  Congrefs  have  been 
informed,  cpft  them  four  hundred  men\ 

Now,  had  our  army  been  on  the  weft  fide  of  Schuylkill, 
they  might,  without  any  danger  of  an-  attack  upon  their 
lines,  have  thrown  over  fo  confiderable  a  force  into  Jer- 
fey,  that  they  might  have  overpowered  the  garrifon,  and, 
by  making  themfelves  mafters  of  it,  have  reduced  Fort- 
Mifflin  by  famine  or  v^ant  of  ammunition.-  Thus  we 
(hould  in  all  probability  have  loft  both  pofts  by  one  ftrokc. 
They  might  alfo,  by  taking  pofTeffion  of  the  fords  upon 
Schuylkill,  have  rendered  the  junction  of  our  northern 
reinforcements  with  us  a  very  difncult,  if  not  an  imprac- 
ticable matter  :  and,  fhould  any  accident  have  happened 
to  them,  we  fhould  have  ftood  a  very  poor  chance  of 
looking  general  Howe  in  the  face  through  the  winter  with 
an  inferior  army.  We  fhould  finally  have  thrown  the  ar- 
my into  fuch  a  fituation,  that  we  muft  inevitably  have 
drawn  on  a  general  engagement  before  our  reinforcements 
arrived  ;  which,  conCdering  our  difparity  of  numbers, 
would  probably  have  ended  with  the  moft  difagrc cable 
confe(][ueHces. 

It  was  therefore  determined  a  few  days  ago  to  wait  the 
arrival  of  the 'reinforcement  from  the  northward  before 

any 
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any  alteration  could  fafely  be  made  in  the  difpofition  of 
tht  army  :  and  I  was  not  without  hopes  that  the  fort 
would  have  held  out  till  that  time.  That  we  might  then 
have  moved  without  endangering  the  (lores,  I  had  given 
orders  for  the  removal  of  them,  from  the  places  before 
mentioned,  to  Lebanon  and  other  places  in  Lancalter 
county,  which  is  at  any  rate  more  fafe  and  convesiient  thaa 
where  they  were. 

As  the  keeping  poffeflion  of  Red-Bank,  and  thereby 
Hill  preventing  the  enemy  from  weighing  the  chevaiix-de- 
frife  before  the  frolT:  obliges  their  (liips  to  quit  the  river, 
las  become  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance,  I  have 
determined  to  fend  down  general  St.  Clair,  general  Knox, 
and  baron  Kalb,  to  take  a  vitw  of  the  ground,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  form  a  judgment  of  the  moft  probable  means 
©f  fecuring  it.  They  will  at  the  fame  time  fee  how  far 
it  is  pofEble  for  our  fleet  to  keep  their  ftation  fince  the 
lofs  of  Fort-Mifflin,  and  alfo  make  the  proper  inquiry  into 
the  condud  of  the  captains  of  the  galleys,  mentioned  in 
the  former  part  of  this  letter. 

I  am  informed  that  it  is  matter  of  amazement,  and  that 
refledions  have  been  thrown  out  again  ft  this  army,  for  not 
being  more  active  and  enterprifing  than,  in  the  opinion  of 
{bmty  they  ought  to  have  been.  If  the  charge  is  juft,  the 
beft  way  to  account  for  it  will  be  to  refer  you  to  the  returns 
of  our  ftrcngth,  and  thofe  which  I  can  produce  of  the  ene- 
Kiy,  and  to  the  inclofed  abftrad  of  the  clothing  now  actual- 
ly wanting  for  the  army  :  and  then  I  think  the  wonder 
will  be,  how  they  keep  the  field  at  all  in  tents  at  this  feafon 
of  the  year.  What  flock  the  clothier-general  has  to  fup- 
pfy  this  demand,  or  what  are  his  profpecls,  he  himfelf  will 
inform  you,  as  I  have  diret5led  him  to  go  to  York-town 
to  lay  thefe  matters  before  Congrefs.  There  are,  beiides, 
moft  of  thofe  in  the  hofpitals  more  bare  than  thofe  in  the 
iield  :  many  remain  there  for  want  of  clothes  only. 

Several  general  officers,  unable  to  procure  clothing  in 
*hc  common  line,  have  employed  agents  to  purchafe  up 
what  could  be  found  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
General  Wayne,  among  others,  has  employed  Mr. 
Zantzinger  of  Lancafter,  who  has  purcljafed  to  the  amount 

of 
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of  four  thoufand  fiye  hundred  pounds,  for  which  he  de- 
Sres  a  draught  upon  the  treafury-board.  I»elofed  you 
have  a  copy  of  his  letter.  I  am  not  clear  whether  this 
application  ihould  properly  be  made  to  the  treafury,  or 
the  clothier-general,  who  fhould  dharge  the  money  to  the 
regiments  for  whom  the  clothes  are,  as  fo  much  advanced 
to  them.  If  the  latter  fhould  appear  the  moft  proper 
mode,  I  will  order  it  to  be  done. 

1  am  anxioufly  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from 
the  northward,  who  ought,  from  the  time  they  have  bad  my 
orders,  to  have  been  here  before  this.  Colonel  Hamil- 
ton, one  of  my  aides,  is  up  the  North-river,  doing  all  he 
can  to  pufh  them  forward  :  but  he  writes  me  v;ord  that 
he  finds  many  unaccountable  delays  thrown  in  his  way. 
However,  I  am  in  hopes  that  many  days  v/ili  not  elaple 
before  a  brigade  or  two,  at  leaft,  arrive.  The  want  of 
thefe  troops  has  erabarrafled  all  my  meafures  exceedingly. 

November  1 8.  Your  difpatches  of  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  have  this  moment  come  to  hand.  They  fhali 
be  attended  to,  and  anfwered  in  my  next. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W> 


•S  I  R,  Head' garters y  Wh'ite-Marfi,  Nq<v.  a^,  1 7 7 7^ 

I  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  favours  of 
the  thirteenth  and  nineteenth  inftant  with  their  inclofures* 
I  am  well  afTured  Congrefs  have  not  been  inattentive  to 
the  necefRties  of  the  army  j  and  that  tlie  deficiency  in  our 
fapplies,  particularly  in  the  article  of  clothing,  has  arifea 
from  the  difficulty  of  importing,  on  account  of  the  nume- 
rous fleet  that  line  our  coafc.  However,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  confiderable  relief  might  be  drawn  from  the  different 
States,  were  they  to  exert  tbemfelves  properly.  This  I 
hope  will  be  the  cafe  as  foon  as  they  receive  tlie  preiHrtg 
recommendations  of  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjed. 

It  has  been  the  unvaried  cuftom  of  the  enemy,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  conteft,  to  try  every  artifice 
and  device  to  delude  the  people.  The  mefTage  through 
John  Brown  was  calculated  for  this  end.  I  am  furprifed 
Mr.  Willing  fhould  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  impofed  on  by 
R  2  fuch 
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fuch  flimfy  meafures.  He  knows  that  there  Is  a  plaiii^ 
obvious  way  for  general  and  lord  Howe  to  communicate 
any  propofals  they  wifh  to  make,  to  Congrefs,  without  the 
intervention  of  a  fecond  and  third  hand.  But  this  would 
not  fuit  their  views.  1  am  forry  that  Mr.  Brown  fhouid 
be  the  bearer  of  the  meflage ;  as,  from  the  character  I 
have  had  of  him,  he  is  a  worthy,  well-difpofed  man*  It 
has  been  frequently  mentioned  that  he  load  interefted  him- 
felf  much  in  behalf  of  our  prifoners,  and  had  afforded  them 
every  relief  and  comfort  his  circumftances  would  allow 
him  to  give. 

I  have  been  endeavouring  to  eflFed  an  exchange  ©f  prif- 
oners, from  principles  of  juftice,  and  from  motives  of  hu- 
manity :  but  at  prefent  I  have  no  profpedl  of  it.  Yet 
general  Howe  has  affured  our  ofScers  it  was  his  wifh,  and, 
if  it  could  not  be  done,  that  he  fhouid  readily  agree  to 
their  releafe  on  parole.  The  inclofed  copies  of  my  let- 
ters and  his  anfwer  v/ill  fliew  Congrefs  what  has  pafTed 
between  us  upon  that  fubjed  ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  that 
I  had  remonftrated  againft  the  fevere  and  cruel  treatment 
■of  the  prifoners,  and  propofed  the  plan  of  fending  in  a  fuit- 
able  perfon  to  inquire  into  the  faxSts,  before  the  receipt  of 
their  refolution.  Their  fufferings,  1  am  perfuaded,  have 
been  great,  and  ihocking  to  humanity.  I  have  called  up- 
on general  Howe  for  redrefs,  and  an  explicit  anfwer  to 
my  letter  of  the  fourteenth.  If  I  do  not  receive  one  by 
to-morrow  night,  with  the  mofl  pofitive  and  fatisfadory 
alTurances  that  a  proper  condudt  fhall  be  obferved  towards 
them  in  future,  we  mufi  retaliate,  however  much  we  wifh 
to  avoid  feverity,  and  meafures  that  bear  the  fmaileft  ap- 
pearance of  rigour  or  inhumanity. 

Inclofed  you  will  receive  a  lifl  of  fundry  officers  who 
have  been  cafhiered  fince  the  adllon  of  the  fourth  ultimo. 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe  examples  will  involve  many 
favourable  and  beneficial  confequences.  Belides  thefe, 
there  were  many  more  brought  to  trial,  who  were  acquit- 
ted; among  them,  general  Maxwell,  and  general  Wayne, 
—the  former  for  charges  againft  him  while  he  command- 
ed the  light  troops, — the  latter  for  charges  againfl  his 
conduft  in  the  attack  made  on  his  divifion,  in  the  night  of 
the  twentieth  of  September.     The  refult  of  the  court  of 

inquiry 
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.inquiry  agalnft  general  Wayne  not  entirely  exempting  him 
from  ce  a  I  lire  in  his  own  opinion,  he  requeued  a  court- 
martial  ;  and,  upon  a  full  and  minute  inveftigation  of  the 
charges  againft  hini,  he  was  honourably  acquitted,  and  ia 
terms  of  hi-gb  refpedt. 

I  am  forry  to-  iiiform  Congrefs  that  the  enemy  are  now 
in  pofreiTian  of  ail  the  water  defences.  Fort-Mifflin  and 
that  at  Red -Bank  mutually  depended  on  each  other  for 
fupport :  and  the  redudlion  of  the  former  made  the  tenure 
of  the  latter  extremely  precariousj:  if  not  impradicable»^ 
After  the  lofs  of  Fo^t-Miffin,  it  was  found  Red-Bank  could 
derive  no  advantages  from  the  galleys  and  armed  veffels— 
(they  could  not  maintain  their  ftation)^ — -and,  in  cafe  of 
inveftiture,  the  garrifon  could  have  no  fupplies,  no  retreat^ 
nor  any  hope  of  relief,  but  fucb  as  might  arife  from  a  fupe- 
rior  force  adling  v/ithout  on  the  r^r  of  the  enemy,  and 
diilodging  them.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  garrifon 
was  obliged  to  evacuate  it  on  the  night  of  the  twentieth 
inflant,  on  the  approach  of  lord  Cornwallis,  who  had  croff-' 
ed  the  river  from  Cheiler  with  a  detachment,  fuppofed  to 
be  about  tv/o  thoufand  men,  and  formed  a  jundion  with 
the  troops  lately  arrived  from.  New-York,  and  thofe  that 
had  been  landed  before  at  Biilingfrort* 

From  general  Varnum's  account,  I  have  reafon  to  hope 
that  we  faved  mofl:  of  the  ftores,  except  a  few  heavy  can- 
Bon  :  however,  I  cannot  be  particular  in  this  inftance.  I 
am  alfo  to  add,  from  the  intelligence  I  have  received,  that 
moPc  if  not  all  the  armed  veflels  have  been  burned  by  our  own 
people,  except  the  galleys,  one  brig,  and  two  floops,  v/hich 
are  faid  to  have  run  by  the  city..  How  far  this  might  be 
founded  in  neceffity,  I  am  not  able  to  determine ;  but  I 
fuppofe  it  was  done  under  that  idea,  and  an  apprehenfion 
of  their  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands  if  they  attempted  to 
pafs  up  the  river. 

Upon  the  firft  information  I  had  of  lord  Cornwallis's 
movement,  I  detached  general  Huntington's  brigade  to 
join  general  Varnum,.  and,  as  foon  as  polllble,  general  Greene 
with  his  divifion  ;.  hoping  that  thefe, — with  Glover's  brig- 
ade which  was  on  the  march  through  Jerfey,  and  which  I 
diredled  to  file  off  to  the  left  for  the  £ame  puq^ofe, — and 
with  fuch  militia  as  could  be  coHe^ed,— would,  be  able  to 
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defeat  the  enemy's  defign,  and  to  preferve  the  fort.  But 
they  were  fo  rapid  in  their  advances^  that  our  troops  could 
not  form  a  jundion  and  arrive  in  time  to  fuccour  the  gar* 
rifon  ;  which  obliged  them  to  withdraw. 

General  Greene  is  ftill  in  Jerfey;  and  when  Glover^s 
brigade  joins  him,  if  an  attack  can  be  inade  on  lord  Corn- 
wallis  with  a  profpecl  of  fuccefs,  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  be 
done.  About  a  hundred  and  feventy  of  Morgan's  corp^ 
are  alfo  gone  to  reinforce  him. 

Generals  Poor  and  Patterfon  with  their  brigades,  and 
colonel  Bailey  with  Learned's,  are  now  in  camp.  The  laft 
arrived  on  Friday  evening,  the  other  two  in  the  courfe  of 
yeflerday.  I  have  not  yet  obtained  returns  of  their  ftrength  ; 
but,  from  the  accounts  of  the  officers,  they  will  amount  in  the 
whole  to  tv/enty-three  or  twenty-four  hundred  rank  and  file. 
But  I  find  many  of  thtm  are  very  deficient  in  the  articles  of 
fnoes,  {lockings,  breeches,  and  blankets.  Befides  thefe, 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, — detachments  from 
Lee's,  Jackfon's,  and  Henley's  regiments, — have  joined 
ine. 

Yefterday  evening  the  enemy  burned  feveral  houfes  in 
-the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  and  they  have  commit- 
ted the  mod  wanton  fpoil  in  many  others. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,   .  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head' garter s y  No'vemhcr  %6,  l*]*] J. 

I  WAS  yefterday  morning  honoured  with  your  fa- 
vours of  the  twenty- fecond  inftant.  I  wifh  the  meafares 
Congrefs  have  adopted  may  efFedually  fuj)prefs  the  difturb- 
ances  in  the  weftern  department.  Should  they  prove  fac- 
cefsful,  and  the  favages  and  wicked  deluded  inhabitants  re- 
ceive a  fevere  check,  it  is  probable  they  will  not  be  induc- 
ed again  to  take  part  again  ft  us,  or  at  leaft  for  fome 
confiderable  time.  Colonel  Crawford  fet  out  yefterday 
evening,  and  will  be  with  Congrefs,  I  expedl,  in  the  courfe 
of  two  or  three  days  to  take  their  commands. 

I  was  much  obliged  by  the  foreign  intelligence  you  were 
pleafed  to  tranfmit  me  :  it  is  agreeable  and  interefting  ;  and 
I  heartily  wifli  there  may  be  an  early  declaration  of  hoftil- 
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jtieS  between  France  and  Britain.  From  thcfe  advices^ 
things  feeni  to  be  getting  into  a  proper  train  for  it :  and  it 
is  not  ealiiy  to  be  conceived  that  it  can  be  much  longer 
delayed.  However,  our  expedations  have  not  been  an- 
fwered  in  this  inftance,  and  they  may  yet  be  held  in  fuf- 
penfe.  The  political  reafons,  that  lead  to  delay  on  the 
part  of  France,  I  do  not  perfectly  underftand.  As  to. 
Britain,  her  honour  is  loft  in  the  conteft  with  us,  and  the 
moft  indignant  infults  will  fcareely  be  able  to  draw  her  at- 
tention from  her  prefent  purfiiits.  The  account  of  Mr. 
Lee  having  eife6];ed  the  pnrpofes  of  his  enibaffy  at  the  court 
of  Berlin  is  of  great  importance,  if  it  be  true.  In  facb 
cafe,  adminidrdtion,  hov/ever  defirous  they  may  be,  wilL 
probably  be  difappoinled  in  their  fchemes  of  further  mer- 
cenary aids  againft  us. 

I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  requeft  the  decifion  of  Con- 
grefs  on  the  cafe  of  the  nine  firft-raifed  Virginia  regiment?? 
as  early  as  circumftances  will  permit.  If  the  plan  propofed 
for  re-enlifting  them  is  judged  expedient,,  one  capital  in- 
ducement to  that  end,  fuggefted  by  the  officers,  will  ceafa 
if  it  is  longer  delayed.  It  is  a  matter  of  confiderable  im- 
portance, and  of  which  I  wiih  to  be  fatisiied  as  fooa  aspof- 
fible.  I  ihould  alfo  be  happy  in  their  determination  re- 
fpeding  the  marquis  De  la  Fayette.  He  is  more  and  more 
foiicitous  to  be  in  adual  fervice,  and  Is  preffing  in  his  appli- 
cations for  a  command.  I  ventured  before  to  fub^-nlt  my 
•fentiments  upon  the  meafure  ;  and  I  ftill  fear  a  refufal  will 
not  only  induce  him  to  return  in  difguft,  but  may  involve 
fome  unfavourable  confequences.  There  are  nov/  fome 
vacant  divifions  in  the  army,  to  one  of  which  he  may  be 
appointed,  if  it  fhould  be  the  pleafure  of  Congrefs.  I  am 
convinced  he  poffelTes  a  large  (hare  of  that  military  ardour 
which  generally  charaflerlzes  the  nobility  of  his  country. 
He  went  to  Jerfey  with  general  Greene,  and  I  find  he  has 
not  been  ina^flive  there.  This  you  will  perceive  by  the 
following  extra-fl  from  a  letter  juft  received  from  general 
Greene. 

f'  The  mr.rquis,  with  about  four  hundred  militia  and  the 
rifle  corps,  attacked  the  enemy's  piquet  laft  evening,  killed 
about  twenty,  wounded  many  more,  and  took  about 
^¥/cnty  prifoners.    The  marquis  is  charmed  with  the  fpirited 
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behaviour  of  the  militia  and  rifle  corps :  they  drove  the  en- 
emy about  half  a  mile,  and  kept  the  ground  until  dark. 
The  enemy's  piquet  confided  of  about  three  hundred,  and 
were  reinforced  during  the  fl^irmifli*  The  marquis  is  de- 
termined to  be  in  the  way  of  danger.'* 

#  *  *  I  muft  requell  you  to  tranfmit  me  a  number  of 
blank  commiflions  as  foon  as  you  have  an  opportunity  to 
do  it.  There  are  feveral  vacancies  yet  to  fill  ;  and  the 
©fficers  entitled  to  them  are  anxious  to  be  appointed.  The 
commiflions  I  want  fliould  be  under  your  fignature,  and 
not  Mr.  Hancock's.  I  mention  this,  left  you  fiiould  fend 
any  of  the  latter  that  might  remain.  Thofe  figned  by  you 
will  be  competent  to  all  cafes :  thofe  by  Mr.  Hancock, 
©nly  to  fuch  as  happened  during  his  prefidencyj  and  of 
thefe  I  have  now  fome. 

November  27.  Inelofed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  gen- 
eral Howe's  letter  in  anfwer  to  mine  of  the  fourteenth  and 
tv/enty-third,  which  only  came  to  hand  laft  night,  and  at 
an  inftant  when  I  was  giving  the  commifTary  o£  prifoners 
infl:ru(5tions  forthwith  to  confine  a  number  of  the  oflicers 
in  our  hands,  and  to  put  the  privates  under  very  different 
reftridions  from  thofe  they  have  been  ufed  to.  1  am  in 
hopes  the  treatment  of  ours  will  be  much  better  in  future. 
Mr.  Boudinot  will  immediately  take  meafures  for  releafing 
the  oflicers  on  parole,  that  we  may  relieve  an  equal  number 
of  ours.  I  (hould  have  been  happy  to  have  effeded  a  gen^ 
era!  exchange,  or  a  partial  one  :  but  general  Howe  will 
liot  upon  any  terms  but  thofe  he  has  ever  infifled  on. 

The  enemy  have  got  up  feveral  of  their  fliips  to  the  city. 
It  is  likely  they  have  found  a  paflage  throygh  the  chevaux- 
de-frife,  or  they  may  have  removed  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,,  Head-^^artensj  Whitc-Marp y  Dnemher  I,  1 7  7 7, 

ON  Saturday  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  favour 
of  the  twenty-fixth  ultimo,  with  its  inclofures.  The  re- 
folve  of  the  twenty-fifth  I  have  publiflied  in  orders,  agree- 
able to  dire(5tion,  and  fliall  be  happy  if  Congrefs  can  fail 
apon  meafures  to  render  tlie  fituatioa  of  the  officers  and 
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foldiery  more  eligible  than  what  it  now  is.  At  prefent  it 
is  truly  diftrelling :  and,  unlefs  fome  m^ans  can  be  devifed 
to  fupport  them  more  comfortably,  we  (hall  have  to  appre- 
hend the  moft  alarming  confequences.  The  officers,  or  at 
leaft  a  large  proportion  of  them,  as  well  as  the  men,  are  in 
a  moft  difagreeable  condition  as  to  clothing,  and  without 
any  certain  profpe<5l  of  relief:  and,  what  is  ftill  more  pain- 
ful,— if  perchance  they  have  an  opportunity  of  purchafing, 
(which  is  feldom  the  cafe)  they  have  the  mortification  to 
find  themfelves  totally  incompetent  to  it,  from  the  depre- 
ciation of  our  money,  and  the  exorbitant  prices  demanded 
for  aH  articles  in  this  way.  This  is  the  fource  of  great 
uneafinefs,  of  indifference  to  the  fervice,  and  of  repeated 
(I  may  fay,  daily)  applications  to  leave  it,  andthefe  too  by 
as  good  officers  as  are  in  the  American  line. 

In  refpe£l  to  promotions  for  merit  and  intrepidity,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  though  thefe  are  proper 
confiderations  to  found  them  upon,  yet  they  fiiould  be  made 
with  the  greateft  caution  and  attention,  and  only  in  cafes 
©f  the  moft  eminent  and  diftinguifhed  fervices.  Every  pro- 
motion or  rife  out  of  common  courfe  cannot  fail  to  excite 
uneafmefs  in  a  greater  or  leffer  .degree :  and  nothing  will 
reconcile  them  to  the  army  at  large,  and  particularly  the 
officers  more  immediately  affedled  by  them,  but  where 
the  rcaufes  are  known  and  acknowledged.  This  I  mention 
from  my  wifhes  to  promote  the  public  intereft,  from  my 
knowing  that  harmony  is  eflential  to  this  end,  and  from  no 
other  motives  whatever. 

Before  the  receipt  of  your  favour,  I  do  not  recolle(^  to 
have  heard  of  John  Simper's  cafe.  His  brother  has  not 
been  with  me.  As  foon  as  he  arrives^  1  .fhall  give  direc- 
tions for  him  to  be  releafed  from  hia  prefent  confinement, 
and  to  be  forwarded  to  Cecil  county. 

I  have  nothing  material  to  inform  you  of.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  and  the  detachment  under  his  command  (mentioned 
in  my  laft)  returned  from  Jerfey  on  Thurfday,  We  had 
reafon  to  expe<ft  an  attack  fince,  from  our  advices  from  the 
city,  but  have  been  difappointed.  General  Greene  has 
alfo  joined  me  with  all  the  troops  that  were  with  liim,  ex- 
cept Huntington's  brigade,  which  will  be  in  to-day. 
I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  &c,  G.  W* 

Head'^arierif 
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^IR,  Mead'-^arters^  WhiU-Marfc^  Dec,  10,  1 77 7. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  yoai,  that-,  in  the 
courfe  of  lafl  week,  from  a  rariety  of  intelligence,  1  had 
reafbn  to  exped  hat  general  Howe  was  preparing  to  give 
idS  a  general  aclioru  A^-  ordingly,  on  Thurfday  night  he 
moved  from  the  city  v 'u.  all  his  force,  except  a  very  in- 
confiderable  part  left  in  liis  lines  and  redoubts, — and  ap- 
peared the  next  morning  on  Chefnut-hill^  in  front  of,  and 
about  three  miles  diftant  from,  oar  right  wing.  As  foon 
as  theif  pofition  was  difcovered,  the  Pennfylvania  militia 
were  ordered  from  cur  right,  to  fkirmifh  with  their  light 
advanced  parties  ;  and  1  am  forry  to  mention  that  briga- 
dier-general Irvine  who  \td  them  on  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  wounded  and  to  be  made  prilbner.  Nothing  more  oc- 
cured  on  that  day. 

On  Friday  night  the  enemy  changed  their  ground,  and 
moved  to  our  left,  within  a  mile  of  our  line,  where  they 
¥emained  quiet  and  advantageoufly  pofted  the  whole  of  the 
Bext  da}^.  On  Sunday  they  inclined  jftill  further  to  our 
left ;  and,  from  every  appearance,  tliere  was  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend they  were  determined  on  an  action.  In  this 
movement,  their  advanced  and  Hanking  parties  were  warm- 
ly attacked  by  colonel  Morgan  and  his  corps,  and  alfo  by 
the  Maryland  militia  under  colonel  Giil.  Their  lofs  I 
cannot  alcei  tain  ;  but  1  am  informed  it  was  confiderable, 
having  regard  to  the  number  of  the  corps  who  engaged 
them.  About  funfet,  after  various  marches  and  counter- 
niarclies,  they  halted  ;  and  I  {till  fuppofed,  from  tlieir  dit 
pofition  and  preceding  manoeuvres,  that  they  would  attack 
us  in  the  night  or  early  the  next  morning  :  but  in  this  I 
was  miftaken. 

On  Monday  afternoon  they  began  to  move  again,  and, 
inftead  of  advancing,  filed  off  from  their  right  :  and  the 
firft  certain  account  that  I  could  obtain  of  their  intentions 
was,  that  they  were  in  full  march  towards  Philadelphia  by 
two  or  three  routes.  I  immediately  detached  light  parties 
after  them  to  fall  upon  their  rear  ;  but  they  were  not  able 
to  come  up  with  them. 

The  enemy's  lofs,  as  I  have  obferved,    I  cannot  afcer- 
4*i«.     One  account   from   the  city   b  that  five  hundred 
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wounded  had  been  fent  in  :  another  Is  that  eighty-two 
waggons  had  gone  m  with  men  in  this  fituation.  Thefe,  I 
fear,  are  both  exaggerated,  and  not  to  be  depended  upon. 
We  lo(l  twenty-fev^en  men  in  Morgan's  corps,  killed  and 
wounded,  befides  major  Morris,  a  brave  and  gallant  officer, 
who  is  among  the  latter.  Of  the  Maryland  militia  there 
were  alfo  fixteen  or  feventeen  wounded.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived further  returns  yet. 

I  fincerely  wi(h  that  they  had  made  an  attack,  as  the 
iffue,  in  all  probability,  from  the  diipofition  of  our  troops^ 
and  the  ftrong  fituation  of  our  camp,  would  have  been  for- 
tunate and  happy.  At  the  fame  \ime  1  mud  add,  that 
reafon,  prudence,  and  every  principle  of  policy,  forbad  us 
quitting  cur  pofi:  to  attack  them.  Nothln;^  'but  fuccefs 
vv^ouldhave  jufMed  the  nieafure  :  and  this  ""could  not  be 
expeded  from  their  poftior?.. 

^  The  condant  attention  and  watching  I  v'2^  cbl'aed  to 
give  the  enemy's  movements  would  not  allov/  nie  to'write 
before  :  and  this  I  believe  was  the  leis  material,  as  I  have 
reafon  to  think  your  committee,  who  were  in  camp  mofl:  of 
the  time,  and  who  are  nov/  here,  tranfmitted  an  account  of 
fuch  occurrences  as  they  deemed  important  in  any  degree. 
The  {irfl:  caufe  too,  Sir,  and  my  engagements  \vith  the 
commmee  previous  to  the  coming  cut'of  the  enemy,  wi];. 
I  truft,  futliciently  apologize  for  my  not  acknowledging  br-- 
fbreth^  honour  of  your  fivours  of  the  thirtieth  ultimcTand 
the  hril  iniknt,  which  came  to  iiand  in  due  order  and  ilme. 
I  have  the  honour  to  b^,  See,  (>.  w. 


^^^'  ^^'cd' garters,  Valhy Forge,  Jar.turv  2,  177^, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  introducing  miajor  John 
Uarke,  the  bearer  of  this,  to  your  notice.  He  entered  the 
iervice  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  has  for  feme 
trnie  pad  aded  as  aide-de-camp  to  major-general  Greene. 
He  is  active,  fenfible,  and  enterprifing,  and  has  rendered 
me  very  great  affidance  fince  the  army  has  been  in  Penn- 
lyh^ama,  by  procuring  me  condant  and  certain  inteliij^encc 
ot  the  motions  and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  It  is  fome- 
what  uncertain  whether  the  date  of  the  major's  health  will 
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admit  of  his  remaining  in  the  military  line  :  if  it  fhould,  I 
may  perhaps  have  occafion  to  recommend  him  in  a  more 
particular  manner  to  the  favour  of  Congrefs  at  a  future 
time.  At  prefent,  I  can  afTure  you  that  if  you  fliould, 
while  he  remains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  York,  have  any 
occafion  for  his  fervices,  you  will  find  him  not  only  will- 
ing but  very  capable  of  executing  any  of  your  command?^ 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ,&c.  G.  W. 


:S  1  R,  Vdtley-Forg:^  yanuary  5,  177^. 

I  YESTERDi\Y  evening  had  the  honour  of  your 
favour  of  the  firil:  infant,  with  its  feveral  inclofures.  The 
letter  you  allude  to,  from  the  committee  of  Congrefs  and 
board  of  war,  came  to  hand  on  Saturday  morning.:  Jjut  it 
does  not  mention  the  regulations  adopted  for  removing  the 
•difficulties  and  failures  in  the  commifFary  line..  I  truft 
they  will  be  vigorous,  or  the  army  cannot  exift.  It  will 
never  anfwer,  to  procure  fupplies  of  clothing  or  provifion 
by  coercive  aieafures  : — the  fmall  feizures  made  of  the 
former  a  few  days  ago  in  confequence  of  the.moft  prefling 
and  abfolute  neceffity^ — -uhen  that,  or  todiflblve,  was  tlic 
alternative, — excited  the  greatqfl:. alarm  anduneafinefs  even 
among  our  bell:  and  warmed  friends.  Such  procedures 
may  give  a  m.bmentary  relief ;  but,  if  repeated,  will  prove 
c^  the  moit  pernlelous  confequence.  Eefides  fpreading 
difafFe(Siion,  jeajoufy,  and  fear  in  the  people,  they  never 
fail,  even  in  the  moft  veteran  troops  under  the  moft  rigid 
and  exa<5t  difcipline,  to  raife  in  the  foldiery  a  difpofition  to 
licentioufnefs,  .to  plunder  and  robbery, — difficult  to  fup- 
prefs  afterwards,  and  which  has  proved  not  only  ruinous 
to  the  inhabitants,  but^  in  many  inftances,  to  armies  them- 
felves.  I  regret  tliC  occafion  that  compelled  us  to  the 
meafure  the  other  day  ;  and  ffiall  confider  it  among  the 
greatcfi:  of  our  misfortunes,  if  we  fhould  be  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  pra<ft:irjng  it  again. 

I  had  received  from  the  board  of  v/ar  a  copy  of  the  ref- 
elutions  of  the  tv/entv-mnth   ultimo,    iurd  pubHffied   fuch 
parts  in  orders  as  were  dirc6led.      I  fiiall  endeavour,  as  far 
as  poflible,  to  carry  the  intention  of  Congrefs  into  execu- 
tion. 
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t-ion,    refpecfting  the  extra  pay,   and  to  prevent  any  from 
receiving  it,   who  do   not  come  under   their   defcription. 
The  three  packets  with  commiflions  came  fafe  to  hand. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

I  am  now  under  the  oeceflity  of  keeping  feveral  parties 
from  the  army  threfhing  grain,  that  our  fuppHea  may  not 
fail  : — but  this  will  not  do.  As  to  meat,  our  flock  is  tri- 
fling, not  being,  futiicient  for  more  than  two  days,  if  fo 
long,  with  the  mo(k  fparing  economy. 


SIR,  Valley-FoPge^   January  9,  1 7 78. 

I  YESTERDAY  evening  had  the  honour  to  re- 
€eive  your  favour  of  the  fifth  inirant,  with  its  inclofures. — 
The  pov/er  Congrefs  have  been  pleafed  to  vcft  me  with, 
for  appointing  aides-de-camp,  I  flKill  ufe  with  economy,  and 
I  will  not  appoint  more  at  any  tiiiie  tbaa  (liall  be  neceffary 
and  eliential  to  advance  the  public  intereft.  Any  future 
appointments  that  may  be  material  will  be  made  out  of  the 
line  of  the  army,  if  circumllances  will  allow  it.  In  gen* 
cral  this  has  been  the  cafe. 

The  proceedings  of  Congrefs  for  the  detention  of  gen- 
eral Burgoyne  and  army,  or  rather  flifpending  their  em- 
barkation, till  the  convention  of  Saratoga  is  explicitly 
ratified  and  notified  by  the  court  of  Britain,  (hall  re- 
main fecret  here  till  they  are  duly  announced  by  Con- 
frrefs.  This  procedure,  when  knov/n  to  the  general,  will 
chagrin  him  much  :  for  I  learn  by  a  letter  from  general 
Heath,  that  the  refufal  to  let  his  troops  embark  at  Rhode- 
Ifland  or  in  the  Sound  had  given  him  fome  uneafinefs.  I 
have  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate  ;  and  have 
only  to  add  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  v/ith  great  rc- 
fpea,  &c-  G.  W. 

P.  S.  The  great  divcrfity  of  opinions  prevailing,  as  to 
the  operation  which  the  refolves  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  and 
firft  inflant  fhould  have,  which  gives  a  month's  extra  pay, 
makes  it  neceffary  for  me  to  requeft  Congrefs  to  defcribe 
with  certainty  and  precifion  the  perfons  whom  they  intend- 
ed fliould  be  the  particular  objetfts  of  their  benevolence^ 

Without 
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Without  this,  I  am  certain  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  exccvdt 
ihe  refolves  according  to  their  intention,  and  in  a  manner 
that  will  be  agreeable  to  the  army. 

If  fuch  ofncers  and  men  as  were  in  camp  when  the  re- 
iolves  were  paffed,  and  who  continue  the  whole  winter,  are 
ihe  only  objedls  to  be  benefited,  it  is  urged  that  many  who 
have  difcharged  their  duty  with  fidelity, — who  have  ex- 
perienced a  fevere  cpimpaign  to  that  time  or  till  a  few  days 
beforey— -who  may  be  now  out  of  camp,  and  yet  be  here 
in  the  courfe  of  the  winter,— will  be  excluded.  For  ex- 
ample, all  officers  and  m,en  on  furlough,  though  they  (hould 
have  been  long  from  their  homes  before,— perhaps  much 
longer,  in  many  inftances,  than  many  who  remain, — and 
v/ltofe  piivate  and  family  necefiitics  oblige  them  to  be  ab- 
iciit.- — ihofe  who  have  fallen  lick  fi-oni  their  fcrvices,  and 
^vho  are  in  hofpitals  or  the  country,~detachments  on  com- 
mand,— thefe  would  be  excluded.  Such  difcrimtnations, 
I  believe,  v/ill  give  great  difguft  and  uneafinefs.  It  is  dif- 
ficult, in  cafes  of  this  nature,  to  draw  a  proper  line  of  dif- 
tindion,  and  impoffible  to  do  it  in  fuch  a  way  as  to  give 
fatisfadion. 

I  do  not  mean  to  enlarge  upon  the  fubjedl  ;  my  only 
Willi  is  to  have  it  precifely  afcertained  who  are  to  be  in- 
cluded and  paid,  and  who  are  not,  under  the  refolves,  that 
I  m.ay  not  on  the  one  hand  a<5l:  contrary  to  public  inten* 
tlcn,  and  on  the  other  glTC  caufe  of  complaint,  and  perhaps 
do  v/rong  to  individuals. 

Knowing  the  difficulty  of  drawing  a  proper  line,  and 
the  difguft  and  miirmurings  that  ever  attend  dlfcrimina- 
tions, — were  I  to  advife  upon  the  fubjed,  only  fuch  officers 
*nd  men  fhould  be  excluded  (fince  extra  pay  has  been  de- 
termined on)  as  are  abfent  from  camp  without  regular 
authority,  or  fuch  as  m.ay  abule  indulgencies  regularly 
obtained. 

It  has  been  obferved  by  fome,  and  perhaps  with  pro- 
priety, that  there  are  officers  and  men  now  in  camp,  or 
\Vho  may  be  fliortly  in,  who  have  no  fuperior  claim  to. 
merit, — v/hofe  affairs  are  not  fo  preffing,  or  who  have  al- 
ready had  indulgencies, — or  who,  from  their  being  nearer 
their  friends  and  connexions,  have  had  opportunities  of 
feeing  them  frequently,   of  ordering  their  concerns,   and 

vifiting 
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ylliting  their  homes  once,  twice,  or  perhaps  oftener  in  the 
campaign,  whiill  they  who  were  more  remote  were  preclud- 
ed from  any  of  thefe  advantages,  and  were  conftantly  on 
duty.  Thefe  confiderations  wall  have  their  weight  in  the 
fcale  of  difgufl  with  the  parties  interefted.  For  my  part, 
though  the  refolves  were  founded  in  principles  of  gene- 
rofity, — w^re  intended  to  reward  merit,  and  promote  the 
f^rvice, — from  the  difficulties  attending  the  execution,  I 
wifh  they  had  never  been  made,  eipeclally  as  I  believe  of- 
ficers and  men  would  in  a  little  time  have  become  tolera-* 
Ely  well  reconciled  to  their  quarters, . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.-  Wo 


SIR,  yalley-Forge,  January  12,  11  *}%. 

AS  I  do  not  recollecf]:  with  precifion  whether  any, 
or  what  refofutions  have  been  made  by  Congrefs  refpedting  . 
captures  by  the  army  or  detachments  of  it,  and  not  having 
ail  their  proceedings  with  me,  with  which  I  have  been  hon- 
oured from  time  to  time,  to  affil  'my  inquiries  upon  the 
fubje(5l, — I  mud  take  the  liberty  to  requeft  that  they  will 
determine,  and  favour  me  with  their  decifionsupon,  the 
following  points  : 

1.  What  articles  captured  are  to'  be  confidered  as  pub- 
lic property  ?  ? 

2.  .  Whether  articles  captured  by  parties  or  detach- 
ments,  not  determined  public  property,  are  to  be  diftrib- 
uted  or  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  army  at  large,  or  are 
ta  be  confidered  as  the  fole  and  exclufive  right  of  the 
captors  ? 

3.  If,  in  general  inftanccs,  fuch  articles  as  are  taken,. . 
and  which  are  not  confidered  public  property,   are  deter- 
mined to  be  the  fole  and  exclufit^e  right  of  the  captors,- — 
are  (lationary  detachments,  who,  from  their  fituation,  have 
much   more  than  a  common  chance  for  making  prizes,  to 
be  con(jd:red  upon  the  fame  footing  ? 

4.  If  there  is  to  be  a  diftincftion  between  ftationary 
and  other  detachments, — and  the  former  are  denied  an 
exclufr/e  right  to  the  captures  they  m:ike,— wh;U  propor- 
tion of  the  articles  are  they  to  hare  ?  •: 

S  2  I'hav^- 
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I  have  been  induced  to  flate  the  above  queftions  on  ac- 
count  of  fome  diiEcuhies  that  have  arifen  refpeding  the 
prize  taken  by  the  detachment  at  Wilrauigton  under  gen- 
eral Smallwood,  that  the  fame  may  be  determined,  and 
certain  principles  eflablifhed,  to  govern  in  like  and  future 
cafes.  In  the  inftance  of  this  prize,  as  the  baggage  taken 
(from  general  Small  wood's  and  the  officers'  reprefenta- 
tion)  will  be  but  inconfiderable  v/hen  divided  among  them- 
felves,  I  have  confented  that  they  ihall  have  it  at  a  jufl: 
appraifement  and  diftribution,  and  have  dire6ted  him  to 
have  the  whole,  and  the  value,  properly  inventoried,  that 
fuch  order  may  be  made  refpeding  the  latter  as  the  de- 
cifions  of  Congrefs  may  juftify  and  point  out.  I  have 
alfo  direded  the  fale  of  the  brig,  as  I  underhand  fome 
offers  have  been  made  for  her,  and  as  her  fituation  may  be 
Gonfidered  hazardous  and  precarious. 

Befides  the  brig  taken  at  Wihnington,  a  vefTel  has 
flranded  at  Reedy-Ifiand  with  goods  on  board.  It  is  faid 
a  quantity  of  rum,  fome  bales  of  cloth,  a  number  of  hats, 
and  fome  other  articles  (all  wanted  by  the  army)  have 
been  taken  out  of  her  by  the  militia,  particularly  thofe  of 
Kent  county.  Thefe  general  Smallwood  is  endeavouring 
to  find,  that  they  m.ay  bs  of  public  benefit. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head" garters,  January  J ^y   "^ll^' 

THIS  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  chevalier  De 
Maudit  du  Pleflis,  who  was  among  the  firii:  French  officers 
that  joined  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  gallant 
condud  of  this  young  gentleman  at  Brandyw^ine,  German- 
town,  and  his  difHnguifhed  fervices  at  Fort-Mercer,  where 
he  united  the  offices  of  engineer  and  commandant  of  artil- 
lery, entitle  him  to  the  particular  notice  of  Congrefs.  He 
made  feveral  judicious  alterations  in  the  works  at  Red- 
Bank,  fhewed  great  good  condud  during  the  adtion  in  which 
the  Hefiians  were  repuifed,  and  was  fpoken  of,  in  confe- 
quence,  in  terms  of  the  highefl  applaufe,  by  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  p  >fi:.  After  the  evacuation  was  deter- 
mined upon,  he  became  the  means  of  faving  fome  valuable 

artillery 
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artillery  and  (lores,  and  cheerfally  undertook,  as  volunteer, 
the  hazardous  operation  af  blo^ving  up  the  magazine,  &c. 
withoiat  the  apparatus  ufuall  /  provided  upon  fuch  occallons. 
I  mi;i  Rirther  add  in  monfieur  du  Pleilis'  favour,  that  he 
pofleiles  a  dsgrtQ  of  modeffy  not  always  found  in  men  who 
have  performed  brilliant  actions.  It  is  with  pleafare  there- 
fore that  I  recommend  it  to  Congrefs  to  grant  him  a  brevet 
of  lieutenant-colonel, — ^a  reward  due  to  his  merit,  and 
which  will  not  have  the  inconvenience  of  occafioning  anj 
dUlatisfaflion  in  the  corps  to  which  he  belongs. 

As  fjme  particular  circumdances  have  prevented  mon- 
fieur Du  PlefTis  v/aiting  upon  Congrefs  fooner,  1  hope  there 
will  be  no  difficulty  in  antedating  the  brevet,  fo  that  the 
recompenfe  may  more  immediately  follow  the  fervices- 
which  he  has  done.  At  the  fame  time,  that  there  may 
not  be  any  uneafinefs  on  the  part  of  monfieur  Fleury,. 
whom  Congrefs  have  been  pleafed  to  reward  in  the  fame 
way,,  and  as  their  times  of  fervice  are  nearly  equal  in 
France,  I  would  propofe  that  monfieur  Du  PI effis' bre- 
vet (hould  bear  the  fame  date,  viz.  the  twenty -fixth  of 
November. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W« 


S  I  R,  Valley-Forge^  Jamiary  3X,  I77S. 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  feveral  favours 
•  of  the  fo arteenth,  nineteenth,  twenty-fecond  and  twenty- 
fifth  inifint,  in  -iue  order,  v/ith  their  inclofares,  which  fliall 
'  hiiV'e  mv  attention.  My  application  in  preparing  and  di- 
>  gefring  matters  for  the  confideration  of  the  com.m.ittee  who; 
'-  arie  now  in  camp  prevented  me  acknowledging  them  before. 
'  'The  packet  for  govern o.r  Livingfl:on,  which  accompanied 
•*''the1irft  two>,' I  tranfraitted  him  the  next  day  by  a  careful 
-hand,  and  hope  it,  got  fafe:to  him^ 

'  :  The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  and  memorial  from  general 
.Forman  I  vv^otild  take^the  liberty  of  laying  before  Congrefs. 
Supplying  the  army  witli  fait  is. a  matter  of  infinite,  im- 
portance ;  ?.nd  if  it  can  be  accomplifaed,  it  is  very  much 
rto  be  defired.  How  far  general  Forman  may  facceed  in 
his  experiments,  I  cannot  determine  :  but,  from  every  ac- 

count;> 
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couilt,  there  is  a  favourable  profpe6i:  of  his  manufadluring 
a  conilderable  quantity  of  this  neceffary  and  eflential  arti- 
cle.  For  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  works  agalnft  the 
enemy's  tenders,  Sec.  he  prays  to  be  furnilhed  with  a  guard 
of  fifty  men.  His  requiCtion  is  fubmitted  to  Congrefs  ; 
and  they  v/ill  be  pleafed  to  determine  upon  it  in  fuch 
manner  as  they  may  think  proper. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  occ.  G.  W. 


Al  R,  Falley-ForgSy  Fehruary  3,  1 77  J. 

ON  the  . ultimo  1  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive your  favour  of  the  twenty-feventh,  v/ith  the  copies 
alluded  to.  As  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs  in  this  in- 
ilance  feem  to  imply  that  our  unfortunate  people  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  are  to  be  vidlualled  by  us>  I  have  only 
to  willi  that  the  fupplies  may  be  conftant  and  plentiful.  I 
have  tranfmitted  your  letter  to  Mr..  Boudinot  who  is  out 
of  camp,  and  have  requefted  his  moll  pointed  attention  to 
the  bufinefs.  I  have  alfo  written  to  general  Howe  upon 
the  occafion,  and  inclofed  him  one  of  the  copies.  In  my 
next  I  {liall-take  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  you  a  copy  of 
my  letter  tci  him  on  this  head,  and  of  fome  others  which  . 
have  lately  paiTed  between  us. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  .  G,  W.  . 

P.  S.  I  wi(h  a  fupply  of  moaey  to  be  feht  as  foon  as 
poilible.  Our  diitrefles  for  want  of  it  are  not  eafily  to  be 
defcribed.  ^Vhat  Mr.  falfrey  brought  with  him  was  not 
faflicient  to  pay  the  troops  for  NovejTjber,.by  two  hundred 
and  fifty  or  three .  hundred  thoufand  dollars.  The  de- 
mands v/ere  immenfe,  rnoftofthe  eaflern  troops  having 
had  four  or  five  months'  pay  due  to  them,  and  fome,  more 
The  army  now  in  general  has  three  raonths'  pay  in  arrear,  , 
cxcluGve  of  the  month's  extra  pay  ;  and,  befides  this,  the 
quarter-mafter  is  preiEng  for.  large  draughts  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  his  department,  though  he  has  received  a  propor-  ■ 
tion  of  the  money  which  came  with  Mr.  Palfrey. 
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H  i  R ,  FaUsy-Forgc,  February  8 ,  1 7  7  S. 

I  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
the  third  in(!ant,  and  with  its  inciofure. 

As  general  M*DougaPs  ia.te  fevere  illnefs  and  prefent 
feeble  (iate  will  not  permit  hnTi  to  proceed  on  the  intended 
excurfion  into  Canada,  baron  De  Kalb  will  follow  the 
raarquis  agreeable  to  his  wiih  and  the  dire*5l:ion  of  Congrefs. 

According  to  the  promife  contained  in  my  laft,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  you  copies  of  iiich  letters  as- 
have  lately  palled  between  general  Howe  and  myfelf. 

Fchruary  12,  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received 
anodier  letter  from  general  Hov/e,  of  the  fifth  inftant,  a 
copy  of  which,  and  of  my  anfwer,  you  have  alfo  inclofed. 
By  thefe  you  will  perceive  that  he  has  propofed  a  general 
exchange  of  prifoners,  and  that  I  have  acceded  to  it.  I 
have  written  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  commilTary  in  this  iincj  re- 
quiring his  return  to  camp  ;  and  fhall  give  him  diredions 
to  purfue  the  moft  fpeedy  meafures  for  accompliiliing  this 
bufinefs,  fo  intereiling  to  the  unhappy  officers'  and  men  in 
general  Howe's  hands,  and  to  the  cauie  of  humanity^ 
There  are  fome  other  matters,  as  you  will  difcover,  which 
I  could  not  enter  upon. 

The  (ituation  of  tlie  affairs  of  the  army  has  not  till  lately 
made  it  convenient  to  go  into  the  inquiry  directed  by  the 
refolve  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  November,  of  the  loffes  of 
the  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton  in  the  State  of  New- 
York,  and  of  Fort-Miffiin  on  Delaware.  With  refpedl  to 
the  two  former,  it  happens  that  almoft  all  the  principal 
officers  atSling  in  that  quarter  were  in  fome  way  or  othe;- 
fo  far  concerned  in  the  affair,  as  to  muke  them  improper 
for  profecuting  the  inquiry.  I  therefore  propofe  to  fend 
officers  from  this  army.  If  his  health  v/ill  permit,  T 
Ihould  wifh  general  M'iDougal  to  preiide.  His  thorough 
knowledge  of  thofe  pofb  and  all  their  connexions  qualifies 
him  in  a  peculiar  manner  for  the  purpofe.  I  have  written 
to  him  on  the  fubjecf]-. 

With  refpecl  to  Fort-MilHin,  the  inquiry  involves  very 
extenfive  confideraticns,  and,  more  or  lefs,  affedls  almoft 
all  the  general  offixers  in  this  army,  whofe  advice  and  con- 
currence in  the  meafare^  taken  make  them  in  fbnie  degree 

parti's- 
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parties.  The  mode,  in  my  opinion,  mofl  unexceptionable 
to  be  purfuv^d,  is  for  Congrefs  to  authorife  a  committee  of 
their  own  body,  or  to  delegate  any  other  perfons  they  may 
ehoofe  to  entruft,  not  connedled  v/ith  the  operations  of  this 
array,  to  go  into  the  bufinefs. 

February  14.  Your  feveral  farours  of  the  feventh,  and 
that  of  the  eighth  inftant,  were  duly  received  yefterday 
evening.  As  foon  as  circumftances  will  admit,  I  fhail 
appoint  a  court-martial  in  the  cafe  diredled,  and  (liall  no- 
tify the  parties  concerned  of  the  fame.  The  oath,  which 
Congrefs  have  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  the  officers  of  the 
army,  I  fhall  pubhfli  in  general  orders,  and  the  mode  Kow 
io  is  to  be  done,  with  directions  about  the  certiiicate?.'  I 
iiall  extend  colonel  Dyer's  furlough  to  ths-  firfl  of  Aprils 
as  required. 

I  have  the  honour-  to  be,  5cc.^  G.  W. 


Head'i^artsrs,  yalley-I^orfrey  February  27,  1 778. 
SIR, 

I  AM  now  to  acknowledge  the  honour  of  your  fev- 
eral favours  of  the  eighteenth,  nineteenth,  and  twenty-firll 
inftant,  which,  with  their  refoedive  inclofures,  have  been 
duly  received". 

In  compliance  v/ith  i\\t  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the 
fifth  inilant,  tranfmitted  in  your  letter  of  the  feventh,  I 
was  about  to  take  meafures  for  appointing  a  court-martial 
and  bringing  on  the  trials  which  they  direcfl.  But  on  re- 
curring to  the  papers  you  were  pleafed  to  fend  me,  1  do 
not  find  that  the  committee  have  made  any  particular 
charges  agalnfl:  the  officers  who  are  to  be  the  objeCls  of 
trial.  It  was  probably  the  intention  of  Congrefs  that  thefe 
charges  iliOuUi  be  laid  by  me.  But  as  I  might  err  in  do- 
ing it,  and  not  fully  correfpond  with  their  views  in  the 
matter,  efpecially  as  it  v/ould  require  confiderable  time  and 
thought  to  make  myfelf  fufficiently  acquainted  with  it  from 
the  papers  colleded,  1  fliould  think  it  would  be  moft  ad- 
vifeable  for  Congrefs  to  (late  explicitly  the  charges  they 
wifh  to  have  exhibited  againfl  the  offiters  refpedively  :' 
and  ^hen  the  bufmcfs  may  be  proceeded  on  with  propriety. 
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BeiKles  the  above  reafons  which  operate  generally  agalnft 
Hiy  exhibiting  the  charges,  in  the  particular  inftance  of 
-general  Schuyler,  it  is  inipoiTible  for  me  to  do  it,  as  I  do 
not  know  what  inftrudlions  he  had  received  from  Congreis 
from  time  to  time  as  to  the  objeds  of  his  command,  nor 
precifely  what  thefe  were.  Thefe  appear  to  me  neceffary 
to  be  known,  and  effential  to  carry  on  a  profecution  againft 
him. 

When  Congrefs  fhall  have  arranged  thefe  points,  and 
rare  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  them,  I  will  purfae  the 
fpeedieft  mxafares  to  bring  on  the  trials.  "The  fooner  this 
xan  be  done,  the  better,  as  fonie  of  the  parties  are  extremely 
anxious,  and  (Irongly  importune  it. 

Baron  Steuben  has  arrived  at  camp.  He  appears  t© 
ht  much  of  a  gentleman,  and,  as  far  as  1  "have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  judging,  a  man  of  military  knowledge,  and 
acquainted  with  the  world. 

The  inclofed  exiraft  ,af  a  letter  from  general  Putnam 
will  fhew  how  great  the  diftrefles  are  In  that  quarter  for 
want  of  money.  ;He  has  defcribed  their  necellities  fo  ful- 
ly, that  it  Is  unneceflary  for  mc  to  add  upon  the  fubject  : 
I  fhall  only  obferve  that  his  account  is  more  than  juiiified 
by  many  other  letters,  and  that  I  am  perfoadcd  the  earlieft 
pofiible:fupply  will  be  forwarded,  that  the  very  important 
and.interelting  v/ofks  carrying  on  there  may  not  be  the 
.lea ft  retarded. 

I  ar.i  under  fome  embarrafTmcnts  rcfpecling  the  thlr^- 
teenth  Virginia  regiment.  It  was  raifcd  on  the  weir  (idz 
of  the  Allegany  and  towards  Pittrburg,  with  aiTuranccs 
from  the  officers,  it  is  fiid,  thrt  the  men  fhoilld  not  be 
drawn  from  tliat  quarter.  This  clrcumflance,  added  to 
•the  difturbanccs  by  the  Indians,  and  the  expofed  f  tuaticn 
of  their  families,  has  been  the  caufe  of  great  defertions^ 
and  is  at  prefent  the  fource  of  much  uneafinefs,-  and  the 
more  fo,  as  part  of  the  regiment  was  never  marched  from 
thence.  I  think  the  whole  fhould  be  united  either  here 
or  there,  and  wlfli  Congrefs  to  diredl  me  upon  the  fub)e(ft. 
At  the  fame  time  that  Uieir  cafe,  if  truly  rcprcfcntcd, 
feems  to  be  hard,  and  to  merit  the  indulgence  they  claim, 
I  wq.uld  obu.rve  that  the  twelfth  regiment  from  the  v/eft- 
ern  parts  of  the  fame  State,   and  the   eigiith  and   tv/elfth 
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Pennfylvania  from  the  frontier  counties  of  this,  have  fimi- 
lar  pretenfions,  and  might  become  uneafy,  and  apply  for  a 
like  indulgence. 

Agreeable  to  the  directions  of  Congrefs,  I  (hall  fend  a 
major-general  to  Rhode-Ifland,  though  the  number  of  offi- 
cers here  of  this  rank,  from  one  caufe  and  another,  is 
greatly  reduced,  and  more  fo  than  it  ought  to  be  in  point 
of  policy. 

Our  lofs  of  matroffes,  the  lafl:  campaign,  in  killed  arid 
wounded,  was  confiderable  ;  and  it  has  not  been  a  httle 
increafed  this  winter  by  defertions  from  colonel  Prodor's 
corps.  From  thefe  circumftances,  we  are  very  weak  in 
this  line  ;  and  I.  requeft  that  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to 
order  colonel  Harrifon's  regiment  of  artillery  to  march 
from  Virginia  as  early  as  the  roads  wil!  admit,  and  join 
this  army. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8<c>  G.  W. 


SIR,  J^alky-Forgs^  March  7,  IJ'/o. 

1  TAKE  the  liberty  cf  tranfmitting  you  copies  of 
three  letters  from  general  Howe,  of  the  fourteenth  and 
tv/enty-iirft  ultimo,  and  of  the  fecond  inflant,  with  their 
inclofures.  The  unhappy  violation  of  the  flag  of  truce 
has  laid  us  under  no  fmall  embarrafTments,  and  has  afford- 
ed the  enemy  good  grounds  for  complaint  and  triumph  at 
the  fame  time.  This  however  is  the  natural  confequence, 
and  muft  ever  be  the  cafe,  where  different  powers  counter- 
ad  each  other  in  matters  of  the  mofl  delicate  importance. 
There  are  fome  circumftances  attending  this  affair,  which 
it  may  poiubly  be  in  the  pov/er  of  Congrefs  to  throw  light 
upon.  If  they  can,  I  (hall  be  obliged  by  their  afliftance. 
March  8.  In  confequence  of  the  letters  which  have 
lately  pafTed  between  general  Howt  and  myfelf,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  fifth  and  tenth  ultimo,  copies  of  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  in  mine  of  the  eighth, 
continued  to  the  fourteenth,  I  was  about  to  fend  ccm- 
miilioners  to  meet  chofe  appointed  by  general  Howe  for 
adjufting  the  difputed  points  between  us,  carrying  into  ex- 
ecution an  exchange  of  priibner?,   and  improving  the  old 
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cartel,  as  far  as  it  might  be  pradicable,  for  their  better  ac- 
commodation in  future.  This  meeting  was  to  be  on  the 
tenth  inftant  :  but,  yefterday  morning,  Dunlap's  paper  of 
the  fourth  being^put  into  my  hands,  1  found  that  a  refo- 
lutioH  had  been  made  the  twenty-fixth  of  February,  calling 
for  all  accounts  againft  prifoners  in  our  hands,  and  declar- 
ing that  no  exchange  fhould  take  place,  till  the  balance 
due  thereon  to  the  United  States  is  difcharged.  Some 
of  the  States  are  not  required  to  exhibit  their  claims  till 
^^^e  firft  of  June.  The  time  that  would  be  taken  to  adjuft 
-jm,  and  make  a  delivery  of  the  prifoners,  would  more 
luaa  e.viiauf!:  all  the  enfuing  fummer. 
;';  This  r^iLluJcjn  I  cannot  confider  as  an  intended  infrac- 
••lon  01  i  ly  <j;^;L^.ri3nts  with  general  Howe  :  yet  its  op- 
eration is  diametrically  oppofite  both  to  the  fpirit  and  letter 
of  the  pta^^;  Lions  made  on  my  part,  and  acceded  to  on 
■his.  I  fappofed  myfelf  fully  authorifed  "  by  the  inllruc- 
tions  and  intentions"  of  Congrefs  to  a6l  as  I  did  :  and  I 
now  conceive  that  the  public  as  well  as  my  own  perfonal 
honour  and  faith  are  pledged  for  the  performance. 

By  the  diredion  of  Congrefs,  I  in  the  firft  inftance 
ftipulated  with  general  Howe  an  exchange  of  prifoners, — ■ 
officer  for  officer,  of  equal  rank, — -foldier  for  foldier,— • 
and  citizen  for  citizen.  This  agreement  they  have  ever 
approved,  and  repeatedly  declared  their  willingnefs  to  carry 
into  execution.  Their  refolution  of  the  twenty-fourth  of 
March  laft  empowered  me  (on  condition  of  general  Lee 
being  declared  exchangeable)  not  only  '^  to  proceed'''  to 
the  exchange  of  prifoners  according  to  the  principles  and 
regulations  of  the  cartel  before  agreed  on,  but  alfo  to  enter 
into  fuch  further  principles  and  regulations  as  fhould  ap- 
pear to  me  mod  proper  and  advantageous.  A  fubfequent 
refolution  of  the  fixth  of  June  holds  forth  the  fame  lan- 
guage, fanclions  my  conduct  and  reafonings  in  the  nego- 
ciations  about  that  time  on  the  fubjedl,  and  directs  an  ad- 
herence to  them.  No  event  has  occurred  (ince  that  period, 
by  which  I  could  conclude  there  was  any  alteration  in  the 
views  of  Congrefs  : — fo  far  from  it,  that  all  my  late  let- 
ters breathing  the  fame  fpirit  with  the  former,  and  pointedly 
fignifying  my  wifh  to  bring  about  a  general  exchange,  if 
not  with  an  exprefs,  at  leaft  met  with  a  tacit  approbation. 
Vol.  IL  T  General 
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GeneralHowe  at  length,  by  profeffion,  if  not  in  reality, 
is  willing  to  perform  the  agreement  on  the  conditions  re- 
quired by  me,  ard  confirmed  by  them. 

It  may  be  fald,  that,  with  whatever  powers  I  was  orig- 
inally vefted  to  negociate  an  exchange,  the  refolution  of 
the  nineteenth  of  December  lall:  was  an  abridgment  of 
them,  Jo  far  as  to  annex  a  new  condition, — the  fettleraent 
and  payment  of  accounts  previous  to  its  taking  place.  I 
had  no  conception  of  this  being  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  in- 
ftance,  however  the  'letter  may  warrant  the  conftrucllon, 
Beiides  the  common  principle  of  preventing  the  inconven- 
iences necelTarily  refulting  from  allowing  the  enemy  to 
make  their  payments  in  paper  currency,  1  had  reafon  to 
im.agine  that  general  Burgoyne^s  army  was  more  particu- 
larly the  obje61  of  the  concluding  claufe.  This  interpreta- 
tion I  the  more  readily  adopted  ;  :for,.exclufive  of  the  af- 
fairs of  that  army,  I  verily  believed,  that,  from  the  confu- 
fed  dtfe(5live  ftate  of  our  accounts  relating  to  prifoners^ 
there  would  be  a  confidcrable-^balance  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Hov/e.  Nor  was  the  fituation  of  oar  accounts  the  only 
reafon  for  this  belief  :  the  prifoners  in  our  hands,  efpecially 
thofe  weftward  of  the  Delaware,  as  I  am  informed, 
have  been  in  a  great  meafure  fupported  by  their  own  labour^ 
and  at  the  expenfe  of  the  enemy,  who  have  had  ageats  con- 
ftantly  among  us.  If  this  is  the  cafe,  the  reafon  of  the  re- 
folve  not  applying,  the  effed  ought  not  of  courfe. 

But  perhaps  it  may  be  thought  contrary  to  our  intereft 
to  go  into  an  exchange,  as  the  enemy  would  derive  more 
immediate  advantage  from  it  than  we  fhould.  This  1  fball 
not  deny  :  but,  it  appeared. to  rae,  that,  on  principles. of 
genuine,  extenfive  policy,  independent  of  tbe.confideratloni 
of  compaffion  and  jdrice,  we  were  under  an  obligation  not 
to  elude  it.  i.have  the  befl:  evidence  that  an  event  of 
this  kind  is  the  gencicJ  mih  of  the  country  :  I  know  it.ia 
be  the  wiOi  of  the  army  ;  and  no  one  can  doubt  that. 
it  is  the  ardent  wlHi  of  ihe  unhappy  Merers  themfdves. 
We  need  only  confult  the  tide  of  hum.anity,  and  the  fym- 
r-athies  natural  to  thofe  conneaed  by  the  cements  of  bleed, 
interciK  and  a  common  dread  of  evil,  to  be  convinced  that 
iihc^  DrevalUng  current  of  ientiment  demands  an  exchiuige. 
1  f  r^-  rnun^  rv ,  th-  army,  and  even  the  prifoners  then>ielves,| 
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fiad  a  preclfe  Idea  of  our  circumftances,  and  could  be  fully 
fcnfible  of  the  difadvantages  that  might  attend  the  giving 
cur  enemy  a  confiderable  reinforcement  without  having  an^ 
equivalent,  they  might  perhaps  be  willirig  to  make  a  facrl- 
fice  of  their  feelings  to  the  motives  of  policy.  But  they 
have  not  this  knowledge,  and  cartnot  be  entrufted  with  it ; 
and  their  rfeafonings,  pf  necefTity,  will  be  governed  by  \yhat 
^  they  feel. 

Were  an  opinion  once  to  be  eftabliflied  (and  the  enemy 
and  their  en) iilaries  know  very  well  how  to  inculcate  if,  if 
i  they  are  fiirnifhed  with  a  plaufible  pretext)  that  we  de- 
fignedly  avoided  an  exchange,  it  w^ould  be  a  caufe  of  dif- 
flitisf action  and  difguft  to  the  country  and  to  the  army, — - 
of  r^fentment  and  defperatlon  to  our  captive  officers  and 
foldiers  :  to  fay  nothing  of  the  im.oortance  of  not  hazard- 
ing our  national  character  but  upon  the  mod  folid  grounds, 
cfpecially  in  our  embryo  ftate,  from  the  influence  it  may 
have  on  our  affairs  abroad,  it  may  not  be  a  little  danger- 
ous to  beget  in  the  minds  of  our  own  countrymen  a  fuf- 
picion  tlut  we  do  not  pay  the  ftrideft  obfervance  to  the 
maxims  of  honour  and  good  faith. 

It  is  prudent  to  ufe  the  greateft  caution  not  to  fhock  the 
notions  of  general   juftice  and  humanity,  univerfal  among 
mankind,  as  well  in  a  public  as  a  private  viev/.     In  a  bufi- 
nefs   on   the   fide  of  which  the  pafBons  are  fo  much  con-  . 
cerned  as  in  the  prefent,  men  would  be  readily  difpofed  to 
believe  the  worit,  and  cherifh:  the  mod  unfiivourable  con- 
clufions.     Were  the  letters  that  have  pafTed  between  gen- 
eral Howe  and  myfelf  from  firft  to  laft,  and  the  proceed-, 
ings^f  Congrefs  on  the  fame  fubje6r,  to  be  publifhcd  with^ 
proper  comments,  it  is  m.uch'  to  be  feared,  if  the  exchange 
fhould  be  deferred  till  the  terms  of  the   laft  refolve   were 
fulfilled,   that    it   v/ould  be  difficult  to  prevent  our  being 
generally   accufed  with  a  breach  of  good  faith.     Perhaps 
it  might  be  faid,  that,  while  the  enemy  refufed  us  jalHcc, 
we  fondly  embraced  the  opportunity  to  be  loud,  perfcver- 
ing,  incelTant  in  our  claims  ;  but  t:ie  moment  they  were 
willing  to  render  it,  we  receded  from  ourfelves,  and  ftarted 
new  difficulties.     This,    I  fay,   might  be  the  reafoning  of 
^^eculative  minds  5  and  they  might  conlider  all  our  pro- 
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feilions  as  mere  profeffions  ;  or,   at  beft,  that  intereft  and 
policy  were  to  be  the  only  arbiters  of  their  validity* 

Imputations  of  this  nature  would  have  a  tendency  to 
unnerve  our  operations,  by  diminifliing  that  refped  and 
con£dence  which  are  efTential  to  be  placed  in  thofe  who 
are  at  the  bead  of  affairs  either  in  the  civil  or  military  line. 
This,  added  to  the  profpedl  of  hopelefs  captivity,  would 
be  a  great  difcouragement  to  the  fervice.  The  ill  confe- 
quences  of  both  would  be  immenfe, — ^by  increafing  the 
caufes  of  difcontent  in  the  army,  which  are  already  too 
riumerous,  and  many  of  which  are  in  a  great  meafure  un- 
avoidable,-— by  fortifying  that  unwillingnefs  which  already 
appears  too  great,  towards  entering  into  the  fervice,  and  of. 
courfe  impeding  the  progrefs  both  of  draughting  and  re- 
cruiting,— by  dejedling  the  courage  of  the  foldiery,  from 
an  apprehenfion  of  the  horrors  of  captivity, — and  fifially 
by  reducing  thofe,  whofe  lot  it  is  to  drink  the  bitter  cup, 
to  a  defpair  which  can  only  find  relief  by  renouncing  their 
attachments  and  engaging  with  their  captors.  Thefe  ef- 
fe(5ls  have  already  been  experienced  in  part  from  the  obfta- 
cles  that  have  lain  in  the  way  of  exchanges  :  but  if  thefe 
obftacles  were  once  to  feem  the  refult  of  fyftem,  they 
would  become  ten-fold.  Nothing  has  operated  more  dif- 
agreeably  upon  the  minds  of  the  militia  than  the  fear  of 
captivity,  on  the  footing  it  has  hitherto  flood.  What 
would  be  their  reafonings,  if  it  fhould  be  thought  to  fland 
upon  a  worfe  ? 

If  a  prefent  temporary  interefl  Is  to  be  k  ruling  principle, 
it  is  eafy  to  prove  that  an  exchange  can  never  take  place. 
The  conflitution  of  our  army  in  refpedt  to  the  term  of  feV- 
vice  for  which  our  men  engage,  and  the  dependence  we  are 
obliged  to  place  on  the  militia,  mufl  forever  operate  againfl 
las  In  exchanges,  and  forbid  an  equality  of  advantages. 
Should  it  be  fald  that  there  are  times  when  it  might  be  more 
peculiarly  unequal  and  injurious,  and  that  the  prefent  is  fuch 
on  account  of  the  weak  condition  of  our  army, — I  anfwer 
that  the  delay  neceffarily  involved  in  the  previous  negocia- 
tion  on  the  fubjed,  in  delivering  the  prifoners  from  time  to 
time  in  fmall  numbers  and  receiving  others  in  their  flead,  ' 
and  the  mode  of  delivery  at  different  places,  will  nearly 
bring  the  nniatter  to  the  point  we  could  wifh,  and  give  us 
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leifure  to  reinforce  this  army,  (if  it  is  to  be  done  at  all)  fo 
as  to  obviate  in  a  great  meafure  the  ill  confeqiiences 
apprehended. 

But  if  the  argument  of  intereft  on  a  partial  fcale  be  pur- 
fued  as  far  as  it  will  go,  not  only  the  general  confideration  • 
thrown  out  above,  but  fpecial  ones  appofite  to  every  jjtua- 
tion,  will  prefent  themfelves,  that  we  ought  notto  exchange : 
now  we  ought  not,  becaufe  our  army  is  weak  ! — when  the 
feafon  is  more  advanced,  and  it  is  time  for  the  campaign  to 
open,  we  ought  not,  becaufe  our  army  may  be  ftrong,  and 
it  will  be  our  bufinefs  to  avail  ourfelves  of  our  ov/n  ftrength 
and  the  enemy's  weaknefs,  to  ftrikefcme  decifive  blow  !-— 
if  they,  by  the  protection  of  their  (hipping  and  impregnable 
works,  fhould  be  able  to  baffle  our  attempts  till  the  period  of 
reinforcements  from  Europe  arrive,  it  will  furely  then  not 
be  our  intereft  to  add  ntimbers  and  ftrength  to  an  enemy 
already  fufBciently  numerous  and  ftrong  I— Thus,  by  a  par- 
ity of  reafoning,  the  golden  era  will  never  come,  which  is 
to  relieve  the  miftries  of  captivity.  Our  fervice  muft  be- 
come odious  :  thofe  who  are  out  of  it  will'  endeavour  to 
keep  fo  ;  and  thofe  who  are  in  it  will  wifh  to  get  out  of  it : 
every  prifoner  the  enemy  makes  will  be  his  foldier  rather 
than  fubmit  to  a  rigorous  and  defpairing  coniinement. 

If  w^e  do  not  leize  the  prefent  propitious  moment  when 
the  neceOitles  of  the  enemy  prefsthem  to  reafonable  terms, 
to  form  and  eftablifli  a  liberal  cartel,  it  is-not  im^offible,  ia^ 
tlie  vlciilitudes  and  reverfes  of  war,  tliat  a  time  may  come 
when  we  fhould  wifli  we  had  embraced  it,  and  intereft  may 
ftrongly  impel  the  enemy  to  decline  it,  except  on  the  moil- 
unequal  conditions.  True  policy,  as  v/ell  as  good  faith,  in 
my  opinion,  binds  us  to  improve  the  occafion. 

There  are  however  fome  anibigulties  in  general  Howe's 
condudl:,  whick  require  explanation,  and  ought  to  put  us 
upon  our  guard.  1  determined  to  make  the  affair  of  citi- 
zens,— viz.  to  procure  an  excmpt'on  from  captivity  for 
them,  if  poHible, — or,  if  not,  (fince  it  cannot  now  be  de- 
manded as  a  matter  of  right)  to  fix  their  exchangeability 
upon  the  eafieft  and  moft  unequivocal  foundation, — an  in- 
dlfpenfibJe  preliminary  to  any  further  procedure  ;  and  at,  the 
fime  time  to  fecur^the  exchange  of  general  Lee  and  a'! 
T  2  other: 
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other  officers  who  have  been  the  particular  objedls   of 
exception. 

The  interview  intended  between  general  Howe's  com- 
miflioners  and  thofe  on  our  part  on  the  tenth  inftant  is  now 
poftponed.  I  cannot  doubt  that  Congrefs,  in  prefervation 
of  the  public  faith  and  my  perfonal  honour^  will  remove  all 
impediments  that  now  oppofe  themfelves  to  my  engagements, 
and  that  they  will  authorife  me,  through  commiffioners  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe,  to  negociate  a  more  extenfive  and 
competent  cartel,  upon  fuch  principles  as  may  appear  ad- 
vantageous and  founded  in  neceffity, — any  refolutions  here- 
tofore to  the  contrary  notwithftanding  ;  and  I  muft  requeffi 
that  they  will  favour  me  with  their  anfwer  by  the  earliefl 
opportunity. 

The  v/ork,  from  its  nature,  will  be  difficult.  Two  par- 
ties are  concerned,  Vv'hofe  interefts  are  more  than  oppofite 
in  a  common  view.  We  ihall  endeavour  to  adt  for  the  heft, 
and  to  promote  the  public  fervice  as  far  as  poffible,  though 
we  may  not  be  able  to  anfwer  the  expectations  of  all.  But 
It  fhould  be  remembered,  that,  although  general  Howe's 
want  of  men  affords  a  profpect  of  favourable  terms,  yet  he 
will  not  be  difpofed  to  facrifice  to  it  all  confiderations  of 
l^eneral  advantage  in  a  contradt  of  fuch  a  nature  ;  and  it  is 
not  even  to  be  hoped  that  it  can  take  place  except  on  prin= 
ciples  of  mutual  benefit. 

I  perfuade  myfelf  that  the  freedom  I  have  taken  in  de- 
livering my  fentiments  fo  fully  upon  this  occafion  will  rea- 
dily be  excufed,  as  it  proceeds  from  a  defire  to  place  the 
motives  of  my  condu<5t  in  a  juft  point  of  view,  and  from  an 
opinion  of  duty  that  led  me  to  a  free  difcuflioh  of  a  fubjedt, 
which,  confidered  in  all  its  lights,  will  appear  to  compre- 
hend confequences  of  the  firft  delicacy  and  magnitude. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


3  I  R,  Head-Barters,  FalleyForge,  March  9,  I77S. 

I  HAVE  been  this  day  favoured  with  yours  of  the 
twenty- feventh  of  February,  and  of  the  fecond,  third,  and 
fourth  initant,  which  1  Mil  anfwer  in  their  order. 

The 
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The  removal  of  fo  valuable  a  train  of  field  artillery  from. 
Albany  t<^  Farmingtonj  as  to  a  place  of  greater  fecurity, 
AV.as  certainly  a  meafure  highly  proper  :  and  you.  may  be 
aiTuved  that  every  precaution  (hail  be  taken  to  efcort  them 
flifely  through  Jerfey  to  this  camp,  when  it  is  thought  ad-- 
vifeable  to  bring  them  hither. 

You  miftook  the  intent  of  mine  of  the  eighteenth  of 
February.  I  did  not  mean  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  mak- 
ing a  return  of  the  Britifh  officers  who  were  exchanged  af- 
ter the  convention.  General  Reidefel,  as  I  informed  you, 
wrote  to  me  to  obtain  liberty  for  him  to  make  an  exchange 
of  fome  of  his  fuite  and  other  foreign  officers,  as  that  liber- 
ty had  been  allowed  to  the  Britifh.  I  did  not  choofe  to 
give  him  any  anfwer  until  I  had  applied  to  you,  that  I 
might  know  whether  you  had  any  reafon.for  making  fuch 
diftindion  :  and  as  you  mifapprehended  me,  I  fliall  ftilL 
be  obliged  to  defer  anfwering  him  till  1  hear  from  you.  I 
think,  confidering  the  great  number  of  officers  of  ours  who 
are  in  captivity,  it  is  our  intereft  to  exchange  as  many  of, 
their  officers,  prifoners  under  the  convention,   as  we  can* 

Comraiffioners  from  me  are  to  meet  others  from  general 
Howe  on  the  thirty-firft  of  this  month,  to  endeavour  to 
fettle  a  general  exchange  of  prifoners.  Until  we  know  the 
iffiie  of  the  negociation,  it  will  be  hardly  worth  while  to 
alter  the  fituation  of  the  prifoners  in  Lancafter  county. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  February  I  had  oecafion  to 
write  to  Congrefs,  on  the  fubjed  of  yours  of  the  third.  It 
was  occafioned  by  a  reprefentation  from  the  colonel  of  the 
thirteenth  Virginia  regiment  which  v/as  raifed  (as  colonel 
McKay's  and  Cooke's  were)  to  remain  upon  the  frontier. 
Were  this  the  cafe  with  only  one  regiment,  I  fhould  not 
hefitatej  confidering  the  face  of  affairs  to  the  weftward,  to 
order  it  immediately  to  Fort-Pitt,  or  the  neighbourhood,. 
But  the  eighth  and  twelfth  Pennfylvania,  and  the  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  Virginia,  all  claim  the  fame,  right  ;  and  if 
the  indulgence  is  granted  to  on?,  the  others  v/ill  be  difiTat- 
isfied  :  and  to  fpare  them  all  at  this  time  is  impofflble. 

To  regain  the  deferters  from  thofe  regiments  is  certainly 
a  very  defirable  thing :  and  the  mode  you  point  out  is  the 
mod  probable.  But  I  fear,  if  thofe  men  who  are  now  here 
find  that  the  deferters  are  not  to  be  brought  down  to  join 

their 
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their  regiments  in  camp,  that  tliey  may  be  induced  to  g« 
off,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  the  fame  terms.  I  confefs  I  am 
j)mch  embarrafTed  by  this  matter,  and  fhall  be  exceedingly 
glad  td'  have  the  advice  and  affiftance  of  Congrefs  and  the 
board  upon  the  fubjed,  before  I  come  to  any  determination; 
It  is  an  evil  that  will  ever  refalt  from  enliftments  for  local 
j)urpofes,  when  it  is  not  convenient  to  abide  by  the  agree-^ 
jsjent; 

r  (hall  immediately  tranlmit  the  papers,  inclofed  in  yourr 
cf  the  fourth,  to  general  Howe. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  G.  W* 

P.  S.  Several  inftances  having  occurred,  in  which  of- 
jficers  have  drawn  clothing  from  the  clothier-general,  not 
being  entitled  to  it, — L  fhall  be  glad,  if  any  application* 
Stre  made  to  the  board  in  future,  that  they  will  never  give 
orders  to  any  but  fucll  as  bring  teftimonials  from  the  brig- 
adier or  officer  commanding  the  brigade  they  belong  to. 
Some  who  hive  refigned  have  taken  up  clothing  on  their 
return  home. 


S  IR,  FalkyForge,  March  1%,  lyyt,.. 

ON   Sunday  night  1  had  the  honour  to  receive  your 
favours  of  the  iirii  and  fifth  inftant,  with  their  inclofures. . 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  my  paft  conda6l  refpeding  citi- 
zens, in  the  correfpondence  between  general  Howe  and  - 
myfelf,  is  approved  by  Congrefs.  They  may  refl  afTured 
that  their  rights  are  ftrongly  imprefTed  on  my  mind  ;  and 
that,  in  all  my  tranfadions,  every  fupport  in  my  power  fhall : 
be  given  them.  I  know  their  importance  ;  and,  in  my  ex- 
pelled negociations  with  general  Howe,  if  poflible,  1  will 
exempt  citizens  from  captivity.  However,  I  cannot  hope 
to  effed:  it,  as  I  cannot  demand  it  as  a.  matter  of  right, 
lince  Congrefs  themfelves,  in  their  original  refolve  direding 
S'propofition  to  be  made  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners, 
mentioned  that  of  citizensj — which  implied  a  right  of  cap- 
turing them. 

They  may  alfo  be  afTured  that  general  Lee  will  not  be 
forgotten.  He  has  all  along  been  a  principal  objed  in  dif- 
imte ;  and,  fo  far  from  doing  any  thing  injurious  to  him,  his 

ri£ht 
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right  to  be  exchanged,  and  his  releafement,  are  intended  to 
be  placed  upon  the  mod:  explicit,  unambiguous  footing. 
Indeed,  from  the  fpirit  of  general  Howe's  letters  colledive- 
ly  taken,  fince  his  agreement  to  enlarge  the  officers  on  pa- 
role in  the  firft  inftance,  and  his  extenfion  of  it  in  the  laft 
to  an  exchange, — though  they  are  not  free  from  ambigui- 
ties,— it  may  be  inferred,  that,  on  fending  in  lieutenant-col- 
onel Campbell  and  the  Hellian  field-officers  captured  at 
Trenton,  an  exchange  of  all  officers  will  immediately  com- 
mence. It  feems  to  be  a  point  with  him  that  it  ffiall  be- 
gin with  them,,  as  they  have  been  longeft  in  captivity.  I 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  inclofe  you  copies  of  three  letters 
^which  have  jufl:  paffed  betv/een  general  Howe  and  myfelf, 
more  particukriy  concerning  general  Lee,  in  v/hich  I  have 
puihed  matters  refpeding  him  as  far  as  I  thought  it  pru- 
dent at  this  time.  Every  precaution  will  certainly  be  ufed 
to  prevent  the  enemy  gaining  any  advantage  in  the  ex- 
change of  prifoners. 

With  great  deference,  1  would  take  the  liberty  to  ob- 
ferve  that  Congrefs  feem  to  have  Carried  the  preamble  of 
their  refolve  of  the  twenty-fixth  ultiMo,  prohibiting  the  en^ 
lifting,  &c.  prifoners  and  deferters,  too  far ;  and,  through 
accident,  to  have  recited  a  fadl  that  has  never  happened 
(at  leaft  to  my  knowledge)  and  which  is  injurious  to  uSj--«*. 
viz.  that  prifoners  had  been  enlifted  by  us.  i£  any  have^ 
it  is  what  I  never  knew.  However,  be  this  as  it  may, 
if  the  refolution  has  not  been  publifhed,  I  could  wiffi  the 
preamble  to  be  altered,  and  only  to  recite,  "  that  experience y 
&c.  in  ^^r/^rj-"  only.  The  refolution  itfelf  may  (land 
as  it  does,  comprehending  a  prohibition  againff  the  enlift- 
ment  of  both. 

My  reafon  for  troubhng  Congrefs  upon  this  occafion  is,, 
we  have  always  complained  again  ft  general  Howe,  and 
ftill  do, Tor  obliging  or  permitting  the  prifoners  in  his  hands 
to  enlift,  as  an  unwarrantable  procedure,  and  wholly  re- 
pugnant to  the  fpirit  at  leaft  of  the  carteL  This  preamble 
feems  to  admit  the  practice  on  our  part,  which  would  cer- 
tainly juftify  it  in  him,  and  is  fuch  evidence  as  muft  filence 
us  in  future,  (fhould  it  ftand)  and  affiDrd  him  an  opportu- 
nity for  reQrimination,-— though,  as  I  have  f:ggefted,  I  be- 

lieyq 
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lieve  no  prifoners  have  ever  been  enlifted  by  us> — 1  am 
fare  none  have  through  compulfion. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  tranfmit  you  an^  extrad  of  a  letter 
from  captain  Barry,  which  will  inform  you  of  his  fuccefTes. 
The  two  fhips  he  burned  after  ftripping  them  ;  and  he  was 
obliged,  it  feems,  two  days  after  the  capture,  to  ground  and 
abandon  the  fchooner,  after  a  long;  and  fevere  engagement 
with  fome  of  the  enemy's  frigates  and  fmalier  armed  vefTels. 
It  is  faid  he  faved  her  guns  and  mod  of  her  tackle. 

I  alfo  ttike  the  liberty  to  lay  before  Congrefs  copies  of 
letters  fromnielFLeurs  Champion,  Wadfworth,  and  Reed. 
From  the  uniformity  of  fentiment  held  forth  by  thefe  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  much  to  be  feared  the  meafures  lately  adopted 
by  the  commiflioners  at  New-Haven^  for  regulating  the 
prices  of  provifion,  will  have  a  difagreeable  effedl  upon  our 
fupplies  of  meat.  How  far  it  may  be  pra^icable  to  fuf- 
pend  their  operation  for  a  time,  I  cannot  determine  :  but,  if 
it  can  be  done,  it  appears  we  fHouldv experience  many  ad- 
vantages from  it.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  ;  and, 
as  fuch,  is  fubmitted  to  Congrefs  for  their  confideration. 
If  any  thing  can  be  done  to  procure  fupplies  of  provifion^ 
particularly  of  the  fait  kind,  I  fhould  fuppofe,  and  am  per^ 
iiiaded,  it  will  not  be  omitted;. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 


^l  R,  Hsad-^iarters,  March  1 4,  1 7  7  8 . 

THIS  will'  be  prefented  to  you  by  count  Pulafki, 
who,  from  a  convidlon  that- his  remaining  at  the  head  of 
the  cavalry  w-is  a  conftant  fubecSi:  of  uneafinefs  to  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  that  corps,  has  been  induced  to  refign  his 
command.  Waving  a-  minute  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of 
diffatisfa<rcian,-— which  may  be  reduced  perhaps  to  the  dif- 
advantagcs  under  which  he  laboured,  as  a  ftranger  not  well 
acquainted  with  tKe  language,  genius  and  manners  of  this 
country, — it  may  be  fofficient  to  obferve,  that  the  degree  of 
harmony  wliich  is  infeparable  from  the  well-being  and 
confequent  utility  of  a  corps,  has  not  fubfifted  in  the  cavalry 
inee  his  appointment,^  and, that  the  moft  effe^ual  as  well 
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4is  the  eafieil  remedy  is  that  -which -he  has  generouily  ap- 
plied. 

The  count,  however,  far  from  being  difgufted  with  the 
fervice,  is  led  bf  his  third  of  glory,  and  zeal  for  the  caufe 
of  liberty,  to  loiicit  farther  employment,  and  waits  upoa 
Congrefs  to  make  his  propofals.  They  are  briefly  that  he 
be  allowed  to  raifc  an  independent  corps  compofed  of  fixty- 
eight  horfe  and  tvvo  hundred  foot, — the  horfe  to  be  armed 
with  lances,  and  the  foot  equipped  in  the  manner  of  light 
infantry.  The  former  he  thinks  he  can  readily  fill  with 
-natives  of  good  charader  and  v/orthythe  truft  repofed  ia 
them.  With  rclped:  to  the  other,  he  is  defirous  of  more 
-latitude,  fo  as  to  have  liberty  of  engaging  prifoners  and 
deferters  from  the  enemy. 

The  original  plan  for  tiie  lance-men  was  to  have  draught- 
ed them  from  the  regiments  of  horfe.  But  as  this  method 
would  produce  a  clafhing  of  interefts  and  perhaps  occafion 
new  dixiurbances,  the  count  prefers  having  a  corps  totally 
unconnede-d  with  any  other.  My  advice  to- him,  therefore, 
is  to  enlift  his  number  of  cavalry  with  the  continental  boun- 
ty ;  and,  if  it  fliould  be  found  confonant  to  the  views  of 
Congrefs  to  allow  his  railing  the  number  propofed  over  and 
above  the  eftablifliment  for  the  horfe,  then  he  w:puld  have 
them  ofi  the  footing  of  an  independent  corps  :  if  not,  he 
might  at  all  events  have  them  as  draughts  ;  and  in  thi-s 
-cafe  there  would  be  no  ground  for  complaint. 

With  regard  to  the  infantry,  which  the  count  edeems 
efTeritial  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  cavalry,  I  have  informed  him 
that  the  enlifting  deferters  and  prifoners  is  prohibited  by  a 
late  reiblve  of  Congrefs.  How  far  Congrefs  might  be  in- 
clined to  make  an  exception,  and  licenfe  the  engaging  prif- 
oners in  a  particular  detached  corps,  -in  v/hich  fuch  char- 
acters may  be  admitted  with  lefs  danger  than  proraifcucufly 
in  the  line,  I  cannot  undertake  to  pronounce. 

I  have  only  to  add  that  the  count's  valour  and  active 
zeal  on  all  occafions  have  done  him  great  honour  ;  and, 
from  a  perfualion,  that,  by  being  lefs  exp.oied  to  the  incon- 
veniences which  he  has  hitherto  experienced,  he  will  ren- 
der great  fervices  with  fach  a  command  as  he  afivS  for,  I 
wifn  hi^n  to  fucceed  in  his  application. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 
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P.  S.  It  is  to  be  underftood  that  the  count  expedls  to 
retain  his  rank  as  brigadier,  and,  I  think,  is  entitled  to  it 
from  his  general  charadler  and  particular  difintereftednels 
on  the  prefent  occafion. 


S  I  k,  Head'  garters  ^  Valley  Forge  ^  March  1 6, 1 7  yS* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  a  letter  from 
governor  Clinton  which  he  inclofed  to  me  for  my  perufal 
and  confideration.  The  inconvenience  he  mentions,  as  re- 
fulting  from  the  refolve  refpedting  the  appointment  of  a 
commandant  for  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  requires 
to  be  obviated.  I  do  not  conceive  it  to  have  been  the  de- 
fign  of  Congrefs  to  make  the  command  of  thofe  forts  alto- 
gether diftindl  and  independent  on  the  general  command 
^f  the  ports  in  that  quarter  ;  but  only  to  defignate  the  rank 
of  the  officer  who  fliouid  have  the  immediate  charge  of 
them. 

There  is  fuch  an  intimate  connexion  between  the  forts 
and  the  other  pofts  and  pafTes  in  the  Highlands  and  their 
vicinity,  that  it  is  neceffary  for  one  officer  to  have  the  fu- 
perintendency  and  control  of  the  whole,  and  to  be  anfwer- 
able  for  all.  If  this  were  not  to  be  the  cafe,  but  the  com- 
mand were  to  be  divided,  there  might  want  that  co-operation 
between  the  garrifons  and  the  troops  without,  which  might 
be  effer  :ial  to  tlieir  prefervation  and  to  the  common  pur- 
pofes  of  defence.  The  affigning  a  fixed  number  of  men 
to  the  garrifons  would  not  remove  this  inconvenience  ;  for 
the  co-operation  would  ftill  be  neceffary.  But  if  it  were 
other  wife,  I  fhould  not  think  the  meafjre  advifeable,  be- 
caufe  we  do  not  know  what  number  of  men  we  may  have 
in  the  field  next  campaign, ;  and  the  number  for  the  defence 
of  the  Highlands  mufl  be  proportioned  to  the  general 
ftrength  ;   and  the  force  of  the  garrifons,  to  that  number. 

On  thefe  confiderations,  having  ordered  general  M'Dou- 
gal  to  repair  to  the  Highlands  to  affiime  the  chief  command 
there,  1  have  comprehended  the  forts  among  the  other  ob- 
jects of  his  trurt  ;  in  the  difcharge  of  which,  1  am  perfuaded 
he  will  manifeil:  adequate  zeal  and  ability.     But  as  the  re- 

fpive 
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folve  in  queftion  affords  room  for  doubt,  it  will  be  proper 
to  have  it  explained,  fo  as  more  explicitty  to  afcertain  the 
intention  of  Congreis. 

I  am  perfectly  in  fentiment  with  governor  Clinton  on 
the  propriety  of  drawing  the  troops  from  the  northward 
to  reinforce  and  carry  on  the  works  in  the  Highlands. 
From  every  thing  1  can  learn,  there  feems  to  be  no  prof- 
pe(5l  of  profecuting  the  intended  expedition  into  Canada. 
If  fo,  I  apprehend  it  can  anfwer  no  valuable  end  to  keep 
a  body  of  troops  in  and  about  Albany.  In  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  Canada,  little  is  to  be  dreaded  thence  :  the 
enemy,  in  all  probability,  will  be  well  fatisiied  to  adt  on  the 
defenlive,  without  rifldn^  the  confequences  of  an  attempt 
againft  us.  A  proper  garrifon  at  P'ort- Schuyler,  and  a 
fmall  party  by  way  of  guard  at  Albany,  with  the  militia 
of  the  country  that  may  be  occafionally  drawn  together, 
will  be  a  fufficient  fecurity  againfl  the  inroads  of  the  enemy 
from  Canada,  or  the  depredations  of  the  neighbouring  In- 
dians, fuppofing  there  were  any  of  the  tribes  whofe  dlfpo- 
fitions  were  ftill  adively  hoftile  notwithftanding  our  late 
northern  fucceffes,  which  is  by  no  means  a  natural  fuppo- 
(Ition.  All  the  men,  more  than  are  wanted  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes,  would  be  of  the  mod  important  utility  in  the  High- 
lands. 

If  the  arms  and  ftores  at  Albany  fhould  be  thought  an 
objedion  to  the  plan,  I  would  beg  leave  to  obferve  that 
Albany  appears  to  me  a  moft  improper  place  for  flationary 
arfenals  or  magazines,  and  that  thofe  V\^hich  arc  there  at 
prefent  fnould  be  removed  without  delay.  Befides,  as  they 
would  be  in  mod  danger  from  an  incurfion  up  the  North- 
river,  the  befl:  way  to  counterad  that  danger  is  to  ftrength- 
en  the  pafles  in  the  Highlands,  and  obftrud  the  navigation  ; 
in  order  to  which,  the  reinforcing  them  with  the  troops 
from  the  northward  would  be  no  inconfiderable  ftep. 

With  the  greatell:  refpec^,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc^ 

G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Valley-Forge^  March  1 6,  I77S* 

THIS  will  be  delivered  you  by  captain  Sullivan,  who 
waits  on  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjed  of  pay  and  the  lofs  of 
Vol*  IL  U  his 
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his  rank  in  the  line  of  the  Maffachufetts  officers.  He  is 
one  of  the  gentlemen,  who,  in  going  v/ith  major  Sherburne 
to  reUeve  the  poft  v/e  had  at  the  Cedars,  in  1776,  after  a 
brave  and  gallant  condu6l,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands. 
In  a  few  days  after,  on  the  treaty  which  general  Arnold 
made,  he  generoufly  offered  himfelf,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed, and  went  one  of  the  hoftages  to  Qjaebec,  for  the 
performance  of  it. 

By  fome  means  the  State  of  Maffachufetts-Bay  has  not 
continued  him  in  their  line,  nor  has  he  any  appointment  in 
the  army.  He  is  now^  on  parole  through  the  inciiilgence 
of  general  Carleton,  and  has  applied  to  me  for  pay  and  ra- 
tioDs  from  the  time  of  his  return  :  and  confidering  alfo  the 
deprivation  of  his  rank  zs  hard  and  injurious,  he  hopes  he 
will  hp  provided  for  in  a  fuitable  manner,  and  according 
to  that  Handing  which  he  formerly  held  in  the  army. 

Captain  Sullivan's  vyifiies  in  either  initance  cannot  be 
anfwered  by  ire.  As  to  the  firfl:,  the  refolution  of  the 
Kine'teenth  of  January,  regulating  the  pay  of  prifoners 
(wdiich  is  the  only  rule  for  my  government)  feemis  to  have 
jdrawn  the  line  between  officers  on  parole  who  are  contin- 
ued in  fervice,  and  thofe  who  are  not  ;  and,  making  that 
the  only  criterion  to  fix  pay,  to  have  precluded  every  other 
difcrimination  :  and  the  powers,  which  were  vefted  in  the 
refpedive  States  to  appoint  ofHcers,  prohibit  any  interfer- 
ence by  me  in  his  favour,  as  to  the  latter. 

1  have  ftated  the  nature  of  the  captain's  claims,  and  ili(^ 
reafons  which  are  oppofed  to  his  obta-ining  relief  in  either 
inftance  from  me.  i  ihall  only  add  that  the  negle^l:  by  the 
States  (in  their  appointments)  of  the  officers  Vv/ho  were  in 
captivity,  where  there  w^as  no  other  objedion  to  them,  was 
at  ieafl:  un,^enerous,  if  not  impolitic  and  unjuft.  It  has 
been  the  c^ik  in  many  in  (lances  :  and  as  to  the  gentleman 
who  IS  particularly  the  fi:b;cd:  of  this  letter,  the  tefHmoni- 
ah  that  have  been  given  of  his  ch^racler  as  an  cflicer  wxrc 
iniich  in  his  favcurj  and  greatly  to  his  honour. 

By  accident,  the  refolution  of  the  nineteenth  of  January, 
alluded  to  above,  has  been  miilaid.  I  mv.il  trouble  you 
With  a  rcqueft  for  another  copy  of  it. 

I  tranfn^ic  Conarefs  c(;loncl  *  *  ^'s  application  to  re- 
f/'^n.      As  rcr-- r.ii  Harit.'n^;tGn;  in  whofe  brigade  he  is,  and 

^    ill 
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la  whom  I  have  die  iitmofl:  confidence,  is  peri\:(51:iy  wlihng, 
1  have  only  to  fky  upon  the  occafion  that  I  have  not  the 
fmalleft  objection  to  the  rneafure. 

General  Sullivan  fet  out  for  Rhode-Ifland  on  Friday 
laft,  to  take  the  command  there,  in  confequence  of  the  ref- 
olution  of  Congrefs  directing  me  to  fend  a  major-general 
there  for  that  purpofe.  Suppofing  general  Greene  in  thz 
quarter-mafter  line,  I  have  now  only  one  major-general  kft 
in  camp. 

I  have  the. honour  to  be,  &c..  G.  W.- 


f  1  R,  .    Hmd-^artsrs^Fallcy^rergf^Muychiy^llfZ. 

ON  Saturday  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  fa- 
lour  of  the  tenth,  with  the  refolutions  alluded  to. 

Inclofed  I  take  the  liberty  to  tranfniit  an  cxtracfl  of  a 
letter  juft  received  from  general  Parfons.  Thb,  as  v/ell 
as  the  letter  which  I  inclafed  you  yeiierday  from  governor 
Clinton,  will  /Iiew  the  confufion  in  the  management  of 
affairs  o'  -^e  North-river.  I  informed  Congrefs  then  that 
J  W^^^  lent  general  M'Dougal  to  take  the  chief  command 
there,  comprehending  the  fbrts^-^which  appeared  to  m^ 
tne  oniy  eucctual  means  tor  curing  an  ciiioraers,  ano  pro- 
moting the  pubHc  fervice-.  To  remove  all  impediments^ 
it  were  to  b-  wlilied  that  Congrefs  would  invert  him  with 
every  neceflary  power  for  carrying  into  execution  the  ob- 
jedts  of  his  command  :  and  it  might  be  well  if  they  were 
to  extend  to  any  future  commanding  officer,  as  it  would 
prevent  thofe  difficulties  v/hich  have  heretofore  arifen  from 
their  having  been  confidered.  as  merely  perfonal. 

I  am  more  and  more  in  fentiment  with  governor  Clin- 
ton on  the  propriety  and  abfolute  necefTity  of  drawing  the 
troops  from  the  northward,  to  reinforce  and  carry  on  the 
works  in  the  Highlands.  From  the  information  1  have 
from  colonel  Radiere  who  has  juft  come  from  thence,  I 
find  that  the  intended  defences  are  far  lefs  advanced  than 
I  had  any  idea  of.  According  to  him,  little  or  nothing  is 
yet  done,  though  I  have  repeatedly  and  conftantly  urged 
the  profecution  of  them  with  all  poflible  induftry.'  The 
inclofed  copies  of  my  letters  .to  general  Putnam  will  fhew 

that 
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that  I  have  uniformly  preffed  the  clofeft  attention  to  the 
bufinefs,  though  it  might  be  inferred  froiu  general  Parfons's 
letter  that  there  had  been  fome  inconfiftency  in  my  orders. 
There  remains  but  a  little  time  to  do  a  great  deal  in  ;  and 
I  fear  that  no  exertions  now  will  be  fufficient  to  place 
things  in  that  quarter  on  thefecure  and  refpedlable  footing 
we  could  wllli.  However,  we  fhould  do  the  moft  we  can  i 
and  if  the  works  cannot  he  as  complete  as  they  ought,  the 
troops  will  be  there  ;  and  a  reliance,  muft  be  had  in  their 
bravery,  to  repel  any  attempt  that,  may  be  formed  againlt 
them. 

I  have  the  honour  to,  be,  Sec  G.  W. 


$  IR,j  Uead'^ariers^  March  1 8,  1 77?; 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  you  the  inclof- 
cd  letter  from  general  Smallwood,  giving  intelligence  of  the 
Ifenemy's  motions  on  the  Delaware,  and:his  conjecSlures  re- 
Ipe^ing  their  objedt.  The  account  he  ha^J-^eard  of  troops 
being  on  board  the  veffels  is  confirmed  by  'flid  tt^lations  of 
deferters  and  others,  who  agree  that  a  conliderable  numWi 
cf  men  hav^  been  embarked,  and  add  that  they  took  feven- 

teen  days'  provifion  with  them.  From  this  circumfiance' 
it  is  fcarcely  to  be  imagined  that  they  are  ordered  on  a  fea 
voyage.  The  proportion  of  fmall  veffels  in  the  fleet  makes 
it  probable  that  they  have  in  view  to  collect  forage,  or  at- 
tempt the  defbudion  of  the  falt-woiks  ;  and  both  thefe 
ideas  are  favoured  by  accounts  from  the  city.  As  foon  as 
their  intentions  are  certainly  known,  they  fliall  be  commu- 
nicated. In  the  mean  time  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with- 
the  greateft  refped,  occ.  G.  W, 


SIR,  Ilead'^arierSyFalley-Forge,  March^t,  I'J'jt. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  fourteenth  and 
iifteenth  inftant.  In  confequence  of  the  refolves  tranfmitted' 
to  me,  1  have  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  the  marquis  De  la 
Fayette  and  Baron  de  Ealb,  to  recai  them  from  the  north- 
ward :  anda  inftead  of  ordering  down  Hazen's  regiment  to 

rejoin 
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rejoin  this  army,  I  have  ordered  Van  Schaick's  imme- 
diately to  the  Highlands,  where  the  pubhc.  works  are  in  a 
manner  at  a  ftand  for  want  of  hands.  Van  Schaick's  is  a  full 
and  frefh  regiment, — Hazen's  but  weak  in  point  of  num- 
bers, and  mull:  be  confiderably  fatigued  from  their  late  long 
march.      *  *  * 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Valley  Forge,  March  24,  I  778. 

HEREWITH  I  do  myfelf  the  honour  to  inclofe  cop- 
ies of  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  militia  at  Elizabethtown, 
to  me,  and  an  extra<fl:  of  a  letter  from  one  of  Mr.  Boudi- 
not's  deputies  at  Bofton,  to  him, — both  tending  to  induce 
a  belief  that  the  enemy  have  fome  enterprife  in  contempla- 
tion. Vv^hat  this  is,  time  muO:  difcover.  I  have  this 
whole  winter  been  clearly  of  opinion  that  general  Howe's 
movements  would  be  very  early  this  fpring,  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  weak  ftate  of  our  army, — or  late,  if  he  ex- 
pe6ted  confiderable  reinforcements  from  England,  and 
meant  to  avail  himfelf  of  his  full  ilrength.  If  the  liril:  takes 
place,  as  appeara^nces  indicate,  it  may,  I  think,  be  confide 
ered  as  a  proof  of  one  or  both  of  thefe  two  things,  that  he 
is  either  well  informed  (he  cannot  indeed  be  otherwife)  of 
the  frcuation,  and  more  than  probably,  of  the  ftrength  of 
our  army,  or  that,  he  expeds  no  confiderable  reinforce- 
ments this  year  from  Europe.  In  either  cafe  it  is  our 
indifpenfible  duty  to  reinforce  and  arrange  our  army,  as 
fpeediiy  as  pofTible,  that  we  may  in  the  {w^X  inftance  be 
prepared  for  defence, — in  the  fecondj  take  advantage  of  any 
favourable  circumftance  which  may  happen,   to  injure  the 

Vv'^hatevcr  may  be  the  defigns  of  Congrcfs  with  refpe6l 
to  tlie  eitabliihment  of  the  army,  I  know  not  ;  but  I  do 
mod:  earneftly  and  devoutly  recommend  a  fpeedy  adoption 
of  them,  and  the  appointment  of  o.Ticers,  as  oar  prefent 
fjtuation  at  this  advanced  feafon  is  truly  alarming,  and  to 
me  highly  dlflrefhng,  as  I  am  convinced  that  we  fliall  be 
plunged  into  the  campaign  before  our  arrangements  are 
Riade,  and  the  army  properly  organized. 

Uz  The 
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The  numberlefs  difad vantages,  refulting  from  the  late 
appointment  of  general  officers  lall  year,  make  me  look  for- 
ward with  infinite  anxiety,  this  : — for,  after  all  the  wifdom 
that  Congrefs  or  their  committee  can  ufe  in  the  choice  of 
officers,  many  will  be  difgufted  :  refignations  of  fome  and 
perhaps  non-acceptance  of  others  will  follow.  Before 
matters  then  can  be  brought  to  a  proper  tone,  much  time^ 
will  be  loft,  and  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  vexation  en- 
countered,— ^to  overcome  which,  is  not  the  work  of  a.  day  ^ 
and,  till  they  are  overcome,  confufion,  diforder,  and  lofs, 
muft  prevail.  In  the  mean  while,  order,  regularity,  and 
difcipline, — which  require  the  vigilance  of  every  officer  to. 
eftablifh,  and  muft  flow  from  the  general  officers  in  every 
army, — ^are  negle(5led,  or  not  entered  upon  in  time,  to  ef- 
kdi.  Thus  it  happened  laft  year  ;  and  brigades  and  divi- 
fions  became  vacant,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  fervice. 

As  it  is  not  improper  for  Congrefe  to  have  fome  idea  of 
the  prefent  temper  of  the  army,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  re- 
mark in  this  place,  that,  fince  the  month  of  Auguft  laft,. 
between  two  and  three  hundred  officers  have  refigned  their 
commiflions,  and  many  others  were  v/ith  difficulty  difTuaded- 
from  it.  In  the  Virginia  line  only,  not  lefs  than  fix  col- 
onels, as  good  as  any  in  the  fervice,  have  left  it  lately  ; 
and  more,  I  am  told,  are  in  the  humour  to  do  fo. 

Highly  advantageous  alfo  woald  it  be,  if  the  recruits^ 
and  draughts  from  North-Carolina  and  Virginia  were  not 
fuffered  to  halt  on  their  way  to  camp  under  pretence  of 
getting  equipped,  but  lent  forward  and  incorporated  into 
the  different  regiments  of  their  refpedlive  States  as  foon  a$^ 
it  could  be  done.  Out  of  the  number  of  mea  fald  to  be: 
draughted  in  Virginia  laft  fall,  and  others  from  Norfh- 
Carolina,  very  few  have  joined  the  army  ;.  but,  owing  to. 
defertion  and  other  caufes,  they  have  dwindled  to  nothing  :, 
and  this  will  always  be  the  cafe  with  new  recruits,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  who  are  unwillingly  drawls  forth,  if  much  time 
is  fpent  in  getting  them  to  their  regiments  under  the  care 
of  proper  officers.  This  ffiews  the  neceffity  (if  the  feafon 
and  other  powerful  reafons  did  not  loudly  call  for  it)  of 
haftening  them  to  the  army. 

My  foiicitude  for  the  prefervation  of  the  communication. 
o£  the  North-river  ^ives  me  vei'y  uncafy  fejafations  on  ac^ 

count 
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eount  of  our  pofrs  there,  and  will  excufe  my  again  alking 
if  the  troops  to  the  northward,  except  fuch  as  ^vq  neccf- 
iary  for  the  defence  of  Fort  Schuyler,  can  be  fo  advanta- 
geoufly  employed  as  at  the  works  on  that  river.  A  re- 
fpeftable  force  at  thofe  pofb  would  awe  New- York,  and' 
divide  general  Kove's  force  or  expofe  the  city.  To  de- 
pend too  much  upon  militia,  is,  in  my  opinion,  putting 
every  tiling  to  hazard. 

If  I  fliould  appear  uncommonly  anxious  refpeding  the 
feveral  matters  contained  in  this  letter,,  by  repeating  them,., 
Congrefs  will  do  me  the  juiHce,  I  hope^  to  believe  that  I 
am  actuated  by  no  views  but  fuch  as  are  prompted  by  cir- 
cumftances  and  the  advanced  feafon..  With  the  greateft 
refpecl:,  I  have  die  honour  to  be,  Bcc  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Your  letter  of  the  twenty  fir  ft  in  (Ian  t  is  juft 
toine  to  hand,  containing  feveral  refokes  of  Congrefs, 


SIR,  ralls^'JPorge,  March  24,  I778I 

COLONEL  Charles  Lewis  of  the  fourteenth  Vir- 
ginia regiment  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver  yoa  this. 
He  waits  on  Congrefs  to  reflgn  his  copj million.  I  have 
interefted  myfelf,  but  in.  vain>  to  retain  him  in  the  fervice, 
and  have  only  to  add  my  regret  at  the  lofs  of  fo  good  aa 
officer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &Ci  G.  W, 


Mead'^arters^  Vallsy-Borge^  M.irch  39,  177^* 

51  R, 

I  HA.VE  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  twenty- 
fifth,  inclofing  duplicates  of  two  former  refolves  of  Con- 
grefs, and  a  refolve  of  the  twenty-third  infrant,  acceptingr 
the  refignc;.tioa  of  colonel  Charles  Webb. 

Since  mine  of  the  twenty-fourth,  Mr.  Boudinot  has 
communicated  the  following  intelligence^  being  part  of  a 
letter  to  him  : — '^  1  have  lately  received  foirfe  intelligence 
from  New -York,  that  we  may  make  ourfelves  t-^{'j  in  Jer- 
fey,  as  all  the  force  that  caa  be  fpared  is  to  be  ferjit  to  join 

geaeral 
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general  Howe.  Two  thoufand  five  hundred  are  adlualljr 
on  board  tranfports,  and  lying  at  tlie  watering-place." 

I  have  this  day  received  a  letter  from  general  Small- 
%vood,  dated  yefterday  at  Wilmington,  in  which  he  fays — 
"  The  enemy,  about  four  days  ago,  had  a  fieet  of  near 
fifty  fail  (knding  up  the  river,  which  I  fancy  was  from 
New-York  ;  and  yeflerday  their  foraging  fleet  went  up 
without  touching  upon  this  fide  the  Delaware,  except  three 
€)r  four  fmali  parties  about  Port-Penn,  who  have  been 
conftantly  drove  off  by  a  party  of  about  a  hundred  of  our 
men,  who  have  been  guarding  and  aiding  the  removal  of 
the  forage,  which  is  at  length  happily  effected. '^ , 

A  Philadelphia  paper  of  the  twenty-feventh  alfo  men- 
tions, that  a  fleet  of  up,wards  of  forty  fail  had  left  the 
Hook  on  Sunday,  and  that  they  were  faid  to  be  in  the 
river. 

From  all  the  above  circumftances,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
the  troops  have  arrived  from  New-York.  1  have  heard 
nothing  further  from  Rhode-Illand  fince  I  Vv^rote  to  you 
iaft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec,  G.  W. 


Head'^Mria-s,  Valley-Forge ^  Ajrll  I,  I77S. 
SIR, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  you  upon 
the  twenty -ninth  ultimo,  Ihave  not  been  able  to  learn  with 
any  precifion  whether  the  tranfports  that  arrived  brought 
any  confiderable  number  of  troops.  A  HefTian  deferter 
fays  there  were  only  a  few  Germ^an  convalefcents  on  board. 
If  fo,  the  fleet  with  two  thoufand  five  hundred,  mentioned 
in  my  lad:,  is  not  arrived,  fuppofing  they  were  bound  to 
.Philadelpliia. 

General  St.  Clair  arrived  yefterday  from  Bofton  :  and, 
as  he  feems  very  anxious  to  have  his  matter  determined 
one  way  or  the  other,  I  beg  lea.ve  to  recal  the  attention  of 
Congrefs  to  my  letter^of  the  twenty-feventh  of  February 
upon  that  fubjeft.  Having  received  no  information  fince 
that  time  which  ferves  to  dired  my  judgment  as  to  the 
charges  which  it  will  be  proper  to  exhibit  againft  general 

St» 
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St.  Clair,  I  have  only  again  to  requefl:  that  Gongrefs  or 
the  committee  will  be  pleafed  to  point  out  the  particular 
charges  upon  v/hich  the  court  flialf  proceed. 

1  could  \vi(b  this  matter  might  not  be  delayed,  on  {qt^ 
cral  accounts.  General  St.  Cliir  is  in  a  very  delicate  iit- 
uation,  and  feels  it  fenlibiy.  He  was  kept  inaflive  great 
part  of  lad  campaign,  and  probably  will  be  the  whole  of 
this,  except  his  trial  can  be  ihortly  brought  on, — as  it  will 
be  almoil:  impofTible  to  find  time  to  hold  a  court  after  the- 
fcene  of  adion  opens.  If  he  (hould  be  acquitted  he 
would  render  very  elTential  fervlce,  efpecially  at  this  time 
when  we  have  fo  few  general  officers  ;  if  condemned,  his 
place  may  be  immediately  filled.  It  will  befides  take  kin^ 
fome  little  time  to  prepare  for  his  ..defence  after  he  kaowe 
the  particular  charges  alleged  againft  him. 

I  hav€  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  ^S.  W*- 


^  ^  ^»         -   '  Head'^arUrs,  Valley-Forge,  April  %,  177^, 

/'CAPTAIN  Lee  of  the  light  dragoons,  and  the  of^ 
-^k^  under  his  command,  having  uniformly  diftinguifhed 
,  emfelves  by  a  conduct  of  exemplary  zeal,  prudence  and 
bravery,  I  took  occafion,  on  a  late  iigirai  iniUiiCv  of  it,  to- 
exprefs  the  high  kxi{^  I  entertained  of  their  merit,  and  to 
alTare  him  that  it  fhould  not  fail  of  being  properly  noticed. 
I  was  induced  to  give  this  affuranee  from  a  conviction  that 
it  is  the  wiCi  of  Congrefe  to  give  every  encouragement  to 
merit,  and  that  they  would  cheerfully  embrace  fo  favour-^ 
able  an  opportunity  of  manifeiling  this  difpoiition. 

I  had  it  in  contemplation  at  the  time,  in  cafe  no  other 
method  more  eligible  could  be  adopted,  to  make  him  an 
offer  of  a  place  in  my  family.  I  have  confulted  the  com- 
mittee of  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjed,  and  we  were  mutually 
of  opinion  that  the  giving  captain  Lee  the  command  of 
•  two  troops  of  horfe  on  the  propofed  eftablifhrnent,  with 
the  rank  of  major,  to  acft  as  an  independent  partizan  corps, 
would  be  a  mode  of  rewarding  him,  very  advantageous  to 
the  fjrvice.  Captain  L.3e's  genius  particularly  adapts  him 
to  ar  command  of  this  nature  ;   and  it  will  be    the  moft' 
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^.nrecable  to   him,  of  any   ftatlon    in  which  he   co'^ild  be 
placed. 

I  beg  leave  to  recommend  this  meafure  to  Congrefsj  and 
fiiall  be  obliged  by  their  decifion  as  fpeedily  as  may  be 
I'onvenient.  The  campaign  is  faft  approaching,  and  there 
will  probably  be  very  little  time  to  raife  and  prepare  the 
corps  for  it.  It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  to  give  Mr.  Lindfay 
the  command  of  the  fecand  troop,  and  to  make  Mr.  Pey-* 
Ion  captain-lieutenant  of  the  fi.ft. 

I  am,  with  the  highed  eReem  and  refpedtj  &c. 

G.  W. 


S  I  R.,  Head-Garten^  FalUyJ^orge,  April  4,  I  77S. 

--I  HAVE  now  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  fed- 
eral letters  of  tht.  twenty  fir  ft,  twenty-ninth,  and  thirtieth 
ultimo,  with  their  ioclofures,  whkb  have  been  duly  re* 
ceived.  It  gives  me  pain  to  obferve  the/i'^'^pear  to  con- 
tain feveral  implications  by  which  my  fenfibiii'v  is  not  a 
little  wounded.  I  find  myfelf  extremely  embarral^d  by 
the  (ieps  1  had  taken  towards  an  exchange  of  prlfi,^ner§^. 
and  the  formation  of  a  general  cartel  making  more  au'*'^* 
provliion  for  their  future  accommaHqH^n  and  relief,  ^i'he 
views  of  Congrefs  feem  to  be  very  different  from  what  I 
fuppofed  them  when  I  entered  into  m.y  late  engagements 
with  general  Howe  :  their  refolution  of  the  ihirtieth  ulti- 
mo, pointedly  requiring  a  ftrid  adherence  ^to  all  former 
ones  upon  the  fubjed,  will  in  all  probability  render  them 
impradicable.  I  confidered  feme  of  their  refolutions  as 
dictated  on  the  principle  of  retaliation,  and  did  not  imag- 
ine the  terms  they  contained  would  be  infifted  upon  in 
cegociating  an  agreement  calculated  to  remedy  the  evils 
which  occafioned  them.  In  mod:  refj^ecls  they  might  b^ 
fubftantially  complied  with  ;  but  there  are  fome  points  to 
which  an  exact  conformity  mufl:  of  neceffity  deftroy  the 
idea  of  a  cartel.  One  is  the  obliging  the  enemy  to  pay 
gold  and  filver  on  equal  terms  for  continental  currency, 
eftimating  the  articles  fupplied  them  at  their  a6lual  prices 
with  us,  as  feems  to  be  the  defign  of  the  refolve  of  the 
riineteenth  of  December  :  another^is  the  fabjeding  the  In- 

habitaBts 


► 


OFFICIAL     LETTERS,  259 


habitants  of  thefe  States,  taken  in  arms  againfl:  them,  to 
trial  and  puniOiment,  agreeable  to  the  refolve  of  the  thir- 
tieth of  the  ilirae  month. 

I  am  well  aware  that  appearances^ought  to  be  upheld, 
^d  that  we  fhould  avoid  as  much  as  pofFible  recognizing 
by  any  public  ad:  the  depreciation  of  our  currency  :  but  I 
conceive  this  end  would  be  anfwered  as  far  as  might  be 
necefTary,  by  fHpulating  that  all  money  payments  fhould 
be  made  in  gold  and  filver,  being  the  common  medium  of 
commerce  among  nations,  at  the  rate  of  four  (hillings  an4 
fix  pence  for  a  Spanifn  milled  dollar^  Sec. — by  fixing  the 
price  of  rations  on  an  eqaitable  fcale  relatively  to  our  re- 
fpedive  circumftances, — and  providing  for  the  payment  cf 
what  v/e  may  owe,  by  fending  in  proyifion,  and  felling  it 
at  their  market.  The  rates  of  money,  and  the  prices'  of 
provifions  and  other  commodities,  differ  every  where  : 
and,  in  treaties  of  a  fmiilar  nature  between  any  two  States, 
it  is  requisite,  for  mutual  convenience,  to  afcertain  fome 
common  ratio  both  for  the  value  of  money  in  payments,. 
and  for  the  rates  of  thofe  articles  on  which  they  may  arife. 

It  was  determined  on  mature  confideration  not  to  con- 
clude any  thing  exprefsly  that  fhould  conlradicl  the  refo- 
Jution  of  the  thirtieth  of  December  :  but  at  the  fame  time, 
if  it  is  defigned  to  be  the  rule  of  practice,  it  is  eafy  to  per- 
ceive it  v/ould  at  once  overturn  any  cartel  that- could  be 
formed.  General  Flovv^e  would  never  confent  to  cbfervc 
it  on  his  part,  if  fcch  a  pracftice  v/ere  to  exiii:  on 'ours. 
Though  the  law  ought  not  to  be  contravened  by  an  ex- 
prefs  article  admitting  the  exchangeability  cf  fuch  perfons, 
yet,  if  it  is  not  falTered  to  fleep,  it  is  in  vain  to  exped  the 
operation  of  it  will  be  acqui<:fced  in  by  the  enemy. 

The  raerifurcs  I  have  taken  vrrcJl  evince  that  it  is  my 
determination  to  pay  the  fuUeft  attention  to  the  interefls  ot 
citizens,  and  to  the  rights  'of  oeneral  Lee,  in  the  treaty  : 
Jmd  I  think  ir.  but  juftice  to  the  gentlemen  appointed  to 
negociate  it,  to  declare  that  I  knov/  them  to  he  fo  fully 
imprefTed  with  the  impoitance  of  both  thofe  obje(51.s,  as  to 
make  them  cheerfully  obfervant  of  the  injundions  of  Con- 
grefs.  fo  fr-  as  not  to  conclude  any  agreement  of  which 
the  exchan;;?  cf  general  Lee  and  the  ajtcii:ativc  rtipecling 
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citizens  are  not  effeatial  parts.  Thefe  points  had  biccn 
early  determined  on. 

It  is  with  no  fmall  concern  that  I  have  been  obliged  to 
trouble  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjeds  of  this  letter  :  and, 
•fiiould  they  appear  to  them  in  the  fame  light  they  do  to 
me,  and  they  fliould  think  proper  to  remove  the  obflacies 
%vhich  now  oppofe  the  bufinefs  in  hand,  I  muft  requeft 
they  will  be  pleafed  to  communicate  their  determination 
as  expeditioufly  as  poflible,  that  the  comxmiffioners  may 
govern  therafelves  accordingly,  and  either  proceed  to  form- 
ing a  cartel,  or  put  an  end  to  tiie  negociation.  Before 
the  refolves  of  the  thirtieth  cara^  to  hand,  tliey  had  met, 
and  been  in  treaty  two  days,  with  a  profpedt  of  a  favoura- 
ble accommodation. 

1  am  happy  to  inform  Congrefs  that  general  Lee  will 
ht  out  on  parole  to-morrow  in  place  of  general  Prefcot : 
and  I  have  every  reafon  to  expedt,  if  the  negocia^tion  can 
be  continued  upon  admilTible  terms,  that  his  exchange  will 
immediately  follow  the  reieafcmeiit  of  colonel  Campbell 
and  the  Hellran  field-officers.  It  is  agreed  that  lieuten- 
ant-colonel Allen  (liali  be  exchanged  for  lieutenant-colonel 
Campbell. 

The  importunate  applications  of  colonel  Lee  and  major 
Swazey  to  leave  the  fervice  oblige  me  to  lay  the  matter 
before  Congrefs.  Colonel  Lee's  letter  upon  the  fubjed 
was  tranfmitted  me  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  :  but,  hop- 
ing he  might  change  his  mind,  I  deferred  writing  to  Con- 
grefs upon  his  requeft.  He  has  renewed  it  again  in  urgent 
terms,  through  general  Heath  ;  and  I  have  only  to  ob- 
ferve  that  it  is  a  painful  circumftance  to  fee  officers  of  their 
merit  leaving  the  fervice.  It  is  the  cafe  every  day.  I 
ihall  be  obliged  by  Congrefs  informing  me  of  the  dates  of 
the  refignations  of  the  colonels  in  the  Virginia  line  :  1 
have  only  received  the  date  of  colonel  Lewis's. 

Inclofed  is  a  letter  from  captain  Cotteneau  of  the  fliip 
Ferdinand,  with  an  invoice  of  her  cargo.  The  letter  only 
came  to  hand  yefterday ;  andj  as  it  is  of  a.n  old  date,  it 
is  highly,  probable  that  the  goods  are  fold.  If  they  are 
not, — from  the  captain's  dcinc  to  give  the  public  a  pref- 
erence in  the  fale,  Congrefs  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
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diredlng  them  to  be  purchafed.     Moft  of  them  would  be 
proper  for  the  army. 

1  have  th€  honour  to  be,  &.c.  G,  W. 


To  the  Committee  for  the  Affairs  of  the  Army* 
GENTLEMEN,  Head-Barters,  April  9,  l^^%. 

BY  a  refolve  of  Congrefs,  the  appointment  of  offi-» 
cers,  to  the  corps  which  brigadier-general  count  Pulaflci  is 
aiithorifed  to  raife,  has  been  referred  to  5^our  decifion  in 
conjunction  with  me.  As  I  know  the  fuperior  confix 
dence  which  a  commandant  places  in  officers  of  his  own 
choice,  I  have  given  him  my  approbation  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  he  has  nominated  ;  it  remains  with  you  to  decide 
in  their  favour,  or  have  others  fubftituted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I"R,  Vallrj'Forge,  April  IC,  1 77 J, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  favour 
of  the  fourth  inftant,  inclofing  a  refolve  of  Congrefg,  of  the 
fame  date,  empowering  me  to  call  forth  five  thoufand  mi- 
litiu.  from  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennfylvania,  and  New- 
jerfey.  I  thank  Congrefs  for  the  pov/er  :  at  the  fame 
time  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  aiTure  them,  that, — granting 
the  praiflicability  oi  colleding  fuch  a  number, — it  would 
prove  a  work  of  time,  difficulty  and  expenfe  ;  to  evince 
which,  I  need  only  recur  to  the  experience  of  lafl:  cam- 
paign on  fimilar  occafions,  and  to  remind  you  that  it  was 
not  poffible  to  obtain  a  thoufand  men,  nor  fometimes  even 
one  hundred,  from  this  State,  although  the  former  number 
\vas  required  and  promifed  for  the  purpofe  of  covering 
during  the  winter  the  country  between  Schuylkill  and 
Delaware. 

As  this  refolve  appears  to  have  been  made  in  confe- 
quence  of  my  letters  of  the  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-nintli 
ultimo,  which  were  founded  on  conjedure,  and,  in  Ibme 
degree,  mifmforraadon, — and  as  the  execution  of  it  would. 
Vol.  IL  W  cxclufivc 
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exclufive  of  the  inconveniences  abovementloned,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  have  a  tendency  to  injure  the  contpletion  of  the 
continental  regimentSy — I  Paall  call  for  a  fmall  part  only 
of  the  number  allov/ed  ;  but  could  wifh  that  liardey's 
regiment  were  ordered  immediately  to  camp,  and  the  du- 
ties of  it  performed  by  militia.  In  like  manner  1  would 
propofe  that  all  remote  guards  {hould  be  compofed  of  ml- 
litia^  and  that  the  feveral  purpofes  for  which  m.en  are  drawn 
from  the  continental  troops  (hould  be  anfwered  by  them. 
This  would  be  a  mean  of  drawing  together  a  ccnfidera- 
ble  number  of  men  who  are  in  a  n'rann^r  loil  to  the  ar- 
my, arid  of  employing  the  militia  to  the  bed  advantage 
poffible. 

The  great  end  of  my  letter  to  Congrefs,  of  the"  twenty- 
fourth  ultimo,  feems  to  have  bee'iT  mifraken.  My  views 
were  not  turned  to  reinforcements  of  militia.  To  know 
whether  the  old  eflabliihrnient  of  the  armiy,  or  the  new  as 
agreed  upon  by  the  committee,  is  the  choice  of  Congrefs, 
— and  in  what  manner  the  regiments  of  this  State  and  the 
additionals  are  to  be  reduced, — officers  for  the  v/hole  ap- 
pointed, (Sec. —were  my  objecis.  Thefe  are  objeds  of  the 
greatefi:  moraent,  as  they  m^ay,  in  their  confequences,  in- 
volve the  fite  of  America  ;  for  I  will  undeuake  to  fay 
that  it  is  next  to  impoinble,  when  the  feafon  is  fo  far  ad- 
vanced, properly  to  accompliflr  thofe  changes,  appolnt- 
meDt3»  and  the  dependent  arrangements  for  the  eniuing 
campaign.  Should  any  convulnon  happen,  or  movement 
take  place,  they  will  be  altogether  impracticable.  Judice 
to  my  own  charadler,  as  well  as  duty  to  the  public,  con- 
ftraionie  to  repeat  thcfe  things:  their  confequences  are 
more  eaiily  conceived  than  defcribed. 

It  may  be  laid  by  iome^  Sir,  that  rv^y  wifli  to  fee  the  of- 
£cer3  of  this  army  upon  a  more  refpeccable  eiiabliihrnent  is 
the  caufe  of  my  loliCi':i\de^  and  carries  me  too  far.  I'o 
fuch  I  can  declare  that  my  anxiety  proceeds  from  the 
caufes  abovemjentioned.  If  my  opinion  is  afl<ed  with  re- 
fped  to  the  neceility  of  mailing  this  provi/ion  for  the  offi- 
cers, I  am  ready  to  declare  that  I  do  moft  rfcligioufy  be- 
lieve the  falvation  of  the  caufe  depends  upon  it, — and, 
without  itj  your  oiricers  will  moulder  to  nothing,  or  be 
compofed  of  low  atid  illiterate  men^  void  6f  capacity  for 
■  -  -     this 
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this- or  any  other  bufinefs.  To  prove  this,  I  can  with 
truth  aver,  that  fcarceiy  a  day  paiTes  without  the  offer  of  two 
or  three  commillions  ;  and  my  advices  from  the  eaftv/ard 
and  Ibuthward  are  that  numbers  who  had  gone  home  on 
furlough  mean  not  to  return,  but  are  efiabliihing  them- 
felves  in  more  lucrative  employments.  Let  Congrefs  de- 
termine what  will  be  the  confec^uence  of  this  fpirit. 

Perfonally,  as  an  officer,  I  have  no  interefi:  in  their  de- 
cifion,  becaufe  I  have  declared,  and  I  now  repeat  it,  that  ' 
I  never  will  receive  the  fmalleft  benefit  from   the  half-pay 
eftablifhment  :  but,  as  a  nian»  who  lights  under  the  weight 
of  a  profcription,  and  as  a  citizen  who  wifhes   to  fee   the 
liberty  of  his  country  efhiblidied  upon  a  permanent  foun-     ^ 
dation,  and  whofe   property  depends  upon  the   fjccefs  of 
our  arms,   I  am  deeply  interefted.      But,— all  this  apart, 
andjuftice  out  of  the  que/Hon, — upon  the  iinglQ  ground  of  . 
ecorjomy  and  public  faving,   I  will  maintahi  the  utility  of 
it  :   for  I  have  not  the  leait  doubt,  that,  until  offrcers  con- 
fider  their  commiffions  in   an   honourable  and   interefted    - 
point  of  view,  and  are  afraid  to  endanger  them  by  negli- 
gence and  inattention,   no  order,  regularity  or  care,  either 
of  the  men  or  public  property,  will  prevail.     *      *      * 

By  officers  who  are  juft  returned  from  Maffichufetts- 
Bay,  I  learn  that  there  is  not  the  lead  profpecl  of  getting 
men  from  thence  before  the  month  of  June.— if  then  ; 
and  indeed  that  there  is  no  reafbn  to  expect  any  number 
tha.t  will  deferve  the  name  of  reinforcement  for  the  conti- 
nental regiments  this  campaign,-- -the  towns  being  only 
called  upon  to  fmmifh  the  deficiency  of  their  lait  year's 
quota,  fo  that  all  fabfequent  cafaalties  are  difregarded,  and 
the  fifteen  regiments  of  the  State,  whicit  may  nov/  per- 
haps want  four  thoufand  men  to  complete  them,  will  re- 
ceive only  five  hundred  if  the  towns  c.l-rc  within  that 
number  of  their  complement  lad  ye:ir.  What  change  the 
rec|uifition  of  Congrefs,  of  the  l^/'zacrJyJJrJ/j']  o^  February, 
may  efFe(5l,  I  fhall  not  undertake  to  fay  i  if  it  has  not  a 
fpeedy  and  powerful  operation,  our  profpeds  in  that  quar- 
ter will  be  exceedingly  unprornifing. 

A   gentleman  from  New-Hampdiire   fome  little   time 

fince   mformed  me  that  matters  were  nearly  in  the  fame 

train  there,  notwithltanding  a  rcfoivc  for  the  completion  of 

c-  their 
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their  battalions  ;  and  the  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  (N®  l) 
jfrom  general  Putnam,  whom  1  have  defired  to  remain  in 
Connedicut  for  fome  time  in  order  to  forward  the  recruits 
from  that  State,  conveys  his  ideas  of  what  may  be  expedled 
from  thence.  What  New- York,  New-Jerfey,  and  North- 
Carolina  have  done  or  are  about  to  do,  I  know  not. 
Pennfylvania  and  Maryland  have  tried  the  effedl  of  vol- 
imtary  enliftments  to  little  purpofe  ;  and  the  firfr,  in  direct 
sontradidtion  to  the  mo(l:  pointed  injun<flions  laid  on  the 
officers,  have  their  recruits  compofed  chiefly  of  defcrters 
who  v/ill  embrace  the  iirft  opportunity  of  efcaping  with 
our  arms.  Virginia,  it  is  true,  has  proceeded  to  a  draught  i 
but  the  number,  befides  being  in  itfelf  inadequate,  has^beea- 
leffened  by  defertion  ;  and  the  deficiency  of  the  regiments, 
©n  the  other  hand,  being  increafed  by  death  and  defertion, 
their  itrength  will  probably  fail  very  far  fltort  of  the  new 
eftablirnment. 

This,  Sir,  is  not  a  flattering  picture  of  our  affairs  :  but 
the  reprefentation  h  juft  ;  and  it  is  incumbent  on  mc  to 
exhibit  it  in  my  own  defence,  as,  notwithftanding  all  thefe 
unfavourable  circumftances, — and  what  is  to  me  a  certain 
profpedl  of  being  plunged  into  the  campaign  before  the  ar- 
rangements are  made,  oflScers  appointed,  &c. — great  mat- 
ters, I  perceive,  are  expeded  from  our  adivity  this  fpring  : 
in  proportion  therefore  will  the  difappointment  be  felt  by 
thofe  who  are  fanguine.  For  want  of  the  ratification  of 
Congrefs,  the  horfe  eftablifliment,  companies  of  fappers, 
provoll-marfhalfey,  &c.  &c.  (as  agreed  to  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  recommended  for  their  confideration )  are  entirely 
at  a  (land,  at  a  time  when  we  ought  to  be  deriving  benefits 
from  their  execution.  In  a  v/ord,  at  no  period  flnce  th« 
commencement  of  the  war  have  I  felt  more  painful  fenfa- 
tions  on  account  of  delay,  than  at  the  prefcnt  :  and,  urged 
by  them,  I  have  exprefled  myfelf  without  referve. 

By  a  letter  juft  received  from  general  Weedon,  I  am 
informed  of  his  intention  to  refign,  if  general  Woodford 
fhould  be  reftored  to  his  former  rank,  which  he  had  not 
then  heard.  General  Muhlenberg  is  now  balancing  on 
the  fame  point.  One,  therefore,  if  not  two  brigadiers,  will 
be  wanted  for  that  State.  The  difadvantages  refulting 
from  the  frequent  refignations  in  the  Virginia  line,   the 

changes 
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changes  of  commanding  officers  to  ihe  regiments,  and  other 
caufes  equally  dittrelTing,  have  injured  that  corps  beyond 
conception,  and  have  been  the  means  of  reducing  very 
refpecSlable  regiments  in  forae  inftances  to  a  mere  handful 
of  men  :  and  this  will  ever  be  the  cafe  till  officers  can  be 
fixed  by  fomething  equivalent  to  the  facriiice  they  make. 
To  reafon  otherwife,  and  fuppofe  that  public  virtue  alone 
will  enable  men  to  forego  the  eafe  and  comforts  of  hfe,  to 
encounter  the  hardihips  and  dangers  of  v/ar  for  a  bare  fub- 
fillence,  when  their  companions  and  friends  are  amaffing 
large  fortunes, — is  viewing  human  nature  rather  as  it  fnould 
be,  than  as  it  really  is. 

The  clothier-general  of  the  army,  as  well  as  the  heads 
of  every  other  department,  fhould  be  in  camp  n^ar  the 
commander  in  chief :  otherwife  it  is  impoilible  that  the 
operations  of  war  can  be  condu6ted  Vv'ith  energy  and  pre- 
cifion.  I  Willi  moft  fincerely  that  this, — ae  not  the  lead 
eflential  part  of  the  bufinefs  fetded  with  the  committeCj — - 
were  decided,  and  a  thorough  inveftigation  were  had  into 
the  conduct  of  this  department  ;  as  it  is  a  matter  of  uni- 
verfal  adonifhment  that  we  fhould  be  deficient  in  any  arti- 
cle of  clothing,  when  it  is  commonly  afferted  that  the  eaft- 
ern  States  alone  can  furnifh  materials  enough  to  clothe  a 
hundred  thoufand  men.  If  this  be  fadl:,  there  is  a  fatal 
error  fomewhere,  to  which  may  be  attributed  the  death 
and  defertion  of  thoufands. 

I  fhall  make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  of  this  letter. 
To  inform  Congrefs  of  fuch  fad:s  as  nxaterially  affedl  the 
fervice,  1  conceive  to  be  one  great  and  efTential  part  of  my 
duty  to  them  and  myfelf.  My  agreement  with  the  com- 
mittee entitled  me  to  exped  upwards  of  forty  thoufand 
continental  troops,  exclufive  of  artillery  and  horfe,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  enfuing  campaign,  including  thofe  to  be  em- 
ployed in  the  defence'  of  the  North-river.  In  (lead  of 
thefe,  what  are  my  profpe6ls  ? 

Major-general  the  marquis  De  la  Fayette  is  arrived  at 
camp,  and  will  refume  the  command  of  his  divifion.  The 
baron  De  Kalb  is  expected  in  a  few  days.  The  inclofure, 
N^  2,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  colonel  Shrieve  of  the 
fecond  Jerfey  battalion,  containing  an  account  of  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  fait  and  falt-woiks  at  Squan, — and  N^  3, 
W  2  of 
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of  a  letter  from  general  M*Dougal,  fhewing  the  ftate  of 
affairs  in  that  department.  With  very  great  refped,  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Your  favour  of  the  eighth  inftant,  inclofmg  the 
ad  of  Congrefs  appointing  captain  Lee  major  and  com- 
raandant  of  an  independent  corps,  is  this  moment  come 
to  hand. 


S  1  R,  Valley-Forge,  April  18,177  %, 

ON  Thurfday  evening  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  two  letters  of  the  fourteenth  inftant.  I  am  much 
obliged  by  the  frefli  afFarances  which  Congrefs  are  pleafed 
to  make  me  of  their  confidence  ;  and  they  may  be  fatisiied 
that  I  willi  nothing  more  ardently  than  that  a  good  and 
perfect  agreement  fliould  fubfifl  between  us. 

The  negociation  between  the  commiflioners  is  ended 
without  effecting  a  cartel :  nor  do  I  fuppofe,  from  the  in- 
formation I  have  received  on  the  fubjed:,  that  there  is  any 
good  profpe(51:  that  one  will  ever  be  formed,  or  at  leaft  for  a 
great  while,  on  a  libera]  and  extenfive  plan.  A  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  commiflioners  on  our  part,  at  their 
feverai  meetings,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclofe.  The  papers, 
N"^  I,  contain  the  letters  between  general  Howe  and  my>- 
felf,  ftipulating  the  neutrality  of  Germantown, — our  re- 
{J^edlive  powers, — ^and  the  refult  of  the  meeting  there  ; — 
N*^  2,  the  fubfequent  proceedings  at  Nev/town.  The  old 
?,greement,  1  prefume,  continues  ;  and  under  it  we  mufl 
carry  on  exchanges. 

General  Muhlenberg  has  communicated  his  determiBa- 
tion  to  refign,  but  has  promifed  not  to  leave  his  brigade  till 
Congrefs  fhall  appoint  another  general  in  his  room,  pro- 
tided  it  is  done  in  any  reafonable  time. 

By  poilponing  my  call  upon  the  militia,  as  mentioned  in 
my  laft  of  the  tenth,  I  did  not  mean  to  decline  it  altogeth- 
er. 1  did  not  fee  the  neceflity  of  calling  out  five  thoufand 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  defence  :  and,  in  the  prefent  fitua- 
tion  of  things,  I  cannot  perceive  my  way  fufEciently  clear 
for  ofFenfive  meafures,  as  I  do  not  know  when  to  exped 
the  recruits  from  the  different  States,  nor  what  profpedt  the 

commiiTary 
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eommiirary  has  of  provifion  : — as  we  only  get  it  yet  from 
hand  to  mouth,  afTembling  the  militia,  unlefs  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defence,  fhould  be  the  laft  thing  done,  as  they  fooa 
become  impatient,  and  are  very  expenilve  in  the  articles  of 
ftores,  camp  utenfils,  provifions,  &c. 

The  inclofed  draught  of  a  bill  was  brought  to  Head- 
Quarters  yefterday  afternoon,  by  a  gentleman  who  informi- 
ed  me  that  a  large  cargo  of  them  had  been  juft  fent  out  of 
Philadelphia.  Whether  this  infidious  proceeding  is  genu- 
ine and  imported  in  the  packet  which  arrived  a  few  days 
ago,  or  contrived  in  Philadelphia,  is  a  point  undetermined 
and  immaterial  ;  but  it  is  certainly  founded  in  principles 
of  the  mod:  *  *  *-— meant  to  poifon  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  detach  the  wavering  at  leaft  from  our  caufe.  I 
fuppofe  it  will  obtain  a  place  in  the  papers,  and  am  not 
without  anxiety  that  it  will  have  a  malignant  influence.  I 
would  fubrnit  it  whether  it  will  not  be  highly  expedient 
for  Congrefs  to  inveftigate  it  in  all  its  parts,  and  to  expofe 
in  the  mod  ftriking  manner  the  injuflice,  delufion,  and 
fraud,  it  contains.  I  truft  it  will  be  attacked,  in  every 
ftiape,  in  every  part  of  the  continent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W* 


5  I  R,  Valley-Forge^  April  iO,  177^ . 

WITH  your  letter  of  the  feventeenth  inftant,  and 
its  inclofures,  I  was  duly  honoured  on  Saturday  afternoon. 
When  I  addreffed  you  on  the  eighteenth,  I  was  doubtful 
whether  the  draught  of  the  bill  then  tranfmitted  was  not 
fpurious  and  contrived  in  Philadelphia  :  but  its  authentici- 
ty, I  am  almoft  certain,  is  not  to  be  queftioned.  The  in- 
formation from  Philadelphia  feems  clear  and  conclulive  that 
it  came  over  in  the  packet,  with  lord  North's  fpeech,  on  the 
introdudion  of  it  into  parliament.  I  inclofe  a  paper  con- 
taining his  fpeech,  which  juft  came  to  hand.  This  bill,  I 
am  perfuaded,  will  pafs  into  a  law.  Congrefs  will  perceive 
by  the  minifter's  fpeech,  that  it  aims  at  objedts  of  the  great- 
cft  extent  and  importance,  and  will,  no  doubt,  in  one  way 

or 
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or  othefj  involve  the  moil:  interefling  confec^iiences  to  thij 
coantry.  With  great  refped,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir,  your  moll  obedient  fervant,  G.  W» 


SIR,  Falley-Forga,  April  23,  1 7 78. 

I  TAKE  the  Hberty  to  tranfmit  you  a  letter  which 
I  received  yederday  from  governor  Tryon,  incloii ng  the 
draughts  of  the  two  bills  1  forwarded  before,  with  his  cer- 
tificate of  the  manner  in  which  they  came  to  his  hands, 
accompanied  by  his  more  extraordinary  and  impertinent 
requeft,  that,  through  my  means,  the  contents  (hould  be 
communicated  to  the  officers  and  men  of  this  army.  This 
engine  of  rniniftry,  from  governor  Livingfton's  account,  is 
yery  induftrioufly  circulating  copies  of  thefe  draughts,  in 
obedience  to  their  and  his  royal  raafter's  mandates.  The 
letter  which  I  inclofe,  and  a  triplicate,  came  to  hand  at 
one  time  :  fome  future  conveyance,  it  is  probable,  will 
prefent  me  the  duplicate. 

I  would  alfo  take  the  liberty  to  inclofe  you  the  Evening 
Pod,  N^  475,  which  governor  Livingfton  was  (o  obliging 
as  to  fend  me  yefterday.  Were  we  not  fully  fatisfied  from 
our  experience,  that  there  are  no  artifices,  no  meafures  too 
*  *  ^  for  the  enemy  and  their  adherents  to  attempt  in  or- 
der to  promote  their  views,  we  might  be  aftonifhed  at  the 
daring  confidence,  in  defiance  of  the  opinion  of  the  world, 
manifefted  in  a  publication  in  this  paper,  purporting;  to  be  a 
refolution  of  Congrefs,  of  the  tv/entieth  of  February.  This 
proceeding  is  infamous  to  the  lafl:  degree,  and  calculated  to 
produce  the  molt  baneful  confequences,  by  exciting  an  op- 
pofition  in  the  people  to  our  draughting  fyftera,  and  embar- 
raffing  at  leaft  the  only  probable  mode  now  left  us  for  raif- 
ing  men.  I  think  it  of  great  importance  that  the  forgery 
ftiould  be  announced  in  the  moll  public  manner,  and  am 
the  more  induced  to  this  opinion  from  governor  Living- 
fton's  account  of  the  difagreeable  operation  it  has  had,  and 
is  ftill  likely  to  produce,  if  not  contradid:ed.  If  it  is,  and 
with  a  few  ftridtures,  I  fliould  hope  that  it  will  excite  in 
the  breafts  of  all  our  countrymen,  a  juft  and  generous  con- 
tempt of  the  enemy,  for  fuch  a  dirty,  wicked  proceeding. 

1  was 
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I  was  lafl:  night  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  eigh- 
teenth initant,  with  the  proceedings  alluded  to.  A  gea- 
cral  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign  is  indifpenfably 
clfential  to  be  fettled.  I  have  thought  much  upon  the  fab- 
jec^l  ;  and  fome  propofitions  refpeding  it  were  put  into  the 
hands  of  ail  the  general  officers  here  on  Tuefday  evening, 
for  their  con  fide  rati  on-.  I  alfo  intended  to  fend  a  mefTeEi- 
ger  this  day  to  meet  general  Gates,  fjppofing  himto  be  oa 
his  way  to  Hadfon's- fiver,  and  to  Tequeft  his  call  at  this 
camp,  that  we  might  enter  into  a  full  and  free  difcuflion  of 
the  point.  There  is  not  a  moment  to  be  delayed  in  form- 
ing fome  general  fyilem,  in  my  opinion  ;  and  I  only  wait 
the  arrival  of  generah  Gates  and  Mifflin,  to  fummon  ;i 
council  for  the  purpofe. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

It  is  confidently  rq33rted,  and  I  have  little  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  it,  that  Sir  Vv  ilHam  Howe  is  recalled,  and 
that  general  Clinton  is  to  fucceed  him  in  the  command. 
I  have  alfo  the  pleafure  to  tranfmit  a  liil  of  fundiy  officers 
exchanged  oa  the  twenty-firfl  inftant.. 


SIR,  Falhy-Forgey  April  1$,  171%" 

I  BEG  leave  to  inform  Congrefs  that  the  report  of 
the  commiiiioners  coming,  according  to  intelligence  received 
yefterday  by  a  perfon  of  Philadelphia,  is  confidently  be- 
lieved ;  and  it  is  there  thought  that  they  will  very  foon 
arrive.  I  think  it  almoft  certain  that  the  matter  will  not 
be  delayed,  as  the  condud  of  miniilry,  in  not  fending  them 
immediately  after  their  former  propofitions,  has  been  much 
reprobated,  and  as  it  may  be  of  much  importance  to  im- 
prove the  firft  impielTions^  of  tlie  people  upon  the  occafion. 
Lord  A^mherft,  admiral  Kcpjx^l,  and  general  Murray,  are 
faid  to  be  the  perfons  appointed  ;  and  it  is  hkely  they  are 
yefted  with  both  civil  and  military  powers.  The  informsr 
tion  was  through  the  channel  of  a  fenfible  intelligent  man^ 
well  known,  and  of  elleemcd  credit.  He  is  connected 
with  the  Eritifli  armv,  having  two  or  thi'ee  broth(^s  in  it* 

■  I  mk 
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I  fhall  tranfmit  the  earllell:  accounts  I.  may  receive  from 
time  to  time  on  this  very  intereiHng  fubjed, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec,  G.  W, 


SIR,  ralleyFcrge,  April  27,  1 778. 

I  HAD  the  honour  yefterday  afternoon  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  twenty-fourth,  continued  to  the  twenty- 
iifth,  with  its  important  inclofures.  Congrefs  will  be  pleaf- 
ed  to  accept  my  fincere  thanks  for  the  frefh  inftance  of 
confidence  manifciled  in  their  refolution  of  the  twenty- 
third,  and  other  proceedings  ;  and  they  may  reft  alFured 
that  whatever  powers  are  entrufted  to  me  fhall  be  invariably 
direded  to  promote  the  intereft  of  thefe  States.  If  in  any 
cafe  there  fhould  be  a  mifappUcation  or  a  failure  in  the  ex- 
ecution, it  will  be  the  effect  of  miftake  and  not  of  defign. 

I  fnall  take  rneafarcs  for  diftributing  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  lord  North's  bills,  and  the  refohitlon  of  the 
twenty-third  inviting  delinquents  to  return  to  their  allegi- 
ance and  to  the  protection  of  thefe  States.  This  proceed- 
ing appears  to  me  founded  in  great  good  policy  ;  and  I 
fhould  hope  that  it  will  be  attended  with  many  valuable 
confequences  : — but  this  can  only  be  proved  by  the  event. 

Though  I  wifh  moft  heartily  for  the  aid  of  general  Lee 
in  council  and  upon  every  other  occafion, — yet,  as  the  time 
of  his  return  is  uncertain 3  or  at  lead  it  v/ill  be  feveral  days 
before  it  takes  place,-— and  as  it  feems  to  me  that  there  is 
not  a  moment  to  lofe  in  forming  fome  general  fyftem  for 
our  operations,— I  fhould  think  it  inexpedient  for  general 
Gates  to  delay  coming  to  camp  till  his  arrival.  After  a 
plan  is  digefted,  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  time  expend- 
ed before  things  w411  be  in  a  proper  train  for  execution. 
The  feafon  is  flift  advancing  ;  and  the  period  which  may 
be  moft-  favourable  for  any  defigns  v/e  may  form  will  prel- 
ently  arrive. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  tranfmit  an  extrad  of  a  letter  from 
general  Heath,  v/hich  will  iliew  Congrefs  that  he  is  preffed 
on  all  fides  for  money.  Governor  Livingfton  too  is  ap- 
prehenfive  he  will  be  under  embarraffments  on  account  of 
ihe  purchafe  of  horfes  in  confequence  of  the  recommenda- 
tion. 
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tion  of  the  committee*  Their  letter  to  him  by  fome  means 
has  been  miilaid  in  the  afTembly.  and  he  does  not  know  ex- 
a<5tly  the  mode  prefcribed  for  the  payment.  I  cannot  in- 
form him  myfeif,  or  do  wh.it  perhaps  is  more  nccefTaryj— 
furniih  him  with  money  ;  and  therefore  hope  that  Coo- 
grefs  or  the  committee  wilL 

I  have  written  m^jor-general  Tryon  a  few  lines  in  anfwer 
to  his  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclofed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 


S  I  R,  Head-^ariers,  April  30,  I  7  7S, 

THE  extenfive  ill  confequences,  arifrng  from  a  want 
of  uniformity  in  difcipline  and'maxnciiivres  throughout  the 
army,  have  long  occaiioned  me  to  v/ifa  for  the  eitablifhrn-ent 
of  a  well  organized  infpedorlliij)  ;  and  the  coifciirrence  of 
Congrefs  in  the  fame  views  has  induced  me  to  fet  on  foot 
a  temporary  inftitution,  which,  from  the  faccefs  that  has 
hidierto  attended  it,  gives  me  the  mod:  flattering  expeda- 
tions,  and  will,  I  hope,  obtain  their  approbation. 

Baron  De  Steuben's  length  of  fervice  in  the  (irfl:  military 
fchool  in  Europe,  and  his  former  rank,  poicied  him  out  as 
a  perfon  pecuJiarly  qiialiiied  to  be  at  the  bead  of  this  de- 
partment. This  appeared  the  leaft  eyxCeptionable  way  of 
introducing  him  into  the  army,  and  one  that  would  give 
him  the  moil:  ready  opportunity  of  Aii-^ihjj'w.g  his  talents, 
I  therefore  propofcci  to  him  to  undertake  ihe  office  of  in- 
fpedlor-generai^  which  he  agreed  to  with  the  greated  ch.eer- 
fulnefs,  and  his  pcrfornjeci  the  duties  of  it  with  a  zeal  and 
intelligence  equal  to  our  v/ifnes.  He  lias  two  ranks  of  in- 
fpedlors  under  hJm  :  tlie  lowed  are  oHicers  charged  v/ith 
the  infpediion  of  brigades,  v/idi  the  title  of  brigadednfped- 
ors ':  the  others  luperintend  feveral  of  thefe  :  they  have 
written  inflrudions  relative  to  their  feveral  functions  ;  and 
the  manoeuvres  which  they  are  to  pradife  are  illuftrated 
by  a  company  which  the  baron  has  taken  the  pains  to  train 
himfelf. 

Tb.e  brigade-in fpeclors  were  chofen  by  the  brigadier  and 
commianding  officers  of  regiments  in  each  brigade.  The 
infpeciors  are  lieutenant-colonels  Barber  of  Jerfev,  Brooks 

of 
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of  Maflachufetts,  Davis  of  Virginia,  and  monfleur  Tcr- 
riantja  French  gentleman  : — the  reafon  for  eniploying  him 
(apart  his  intrinfic  merit  and  ahllities)  was  his  pofieffing 
the  French  and  EngUfli  languages  equally,  which  made 
him  a  neceitary  affiftant  to  the  baron  l5e  Steuben.  He  is 
content  to  ferve  without  rank,  until,  after  an. experiment 
of  his  abilities,  Congrefs  fhall  determine  what  he  is  enti- 
tled to. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fleury  in  camp, 
as  he  wiis  unemployed,  and  had  exercifed  the  office  of 
aide-major  in  France,  the  baron  propofed  to  have  him  em- 
ployed as  an  infpe<5lor  ;  in  which  I  readily  acquiefccd,  as 
Congiefs  had  given  him  the  rank  and  pay  of  lieutenant- 
colonel.  There  may  be  other  foreign  officers  in  continen- 
tal pay,  idle  for  want  of  beitig  attached  to  fome  corps,  of 
whofe  fervices  v/e  m.ight  avail  ourfelves  in  this  way,  which 
is  the  only  method  of  difpofmg  of  them,  uniefs  they  could 
be  formed  into  a  diftind  corps. 

From  the  extraordinary  fatigue  and  clofe  attention  re- 
quired of  the  officers  employed  in  the  infpecTtorfliip,  I  did 
mot  think  it  amifs  to  let  them  entertain  hopes  that  Congrefs 
v/ould  allow  fome  addition  to  the  pay  which  they  derive 
fromtheir  rank  ;  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending 
the  meafure,  I  would  propofe  tv/enty  dollars  per  month 
for  the  brigade-infpedors,  and  thirty  for  the  infpedors,  in 
addition  to  their  pay  in  the  line. 

I  fhould  do  injuftice  if  I  were  to  be  longer  flent  with 
regard  to  the  m.erits  of  the  baron  De  Steuben.  His  knowl- 
edge of  his  profeffion,  added  to  the  zeal  which  he  has  dif- 
covered  fince  he  began  upon  the  fundions  of  his  office,  lead 
mc  to  confider  him  as  an  acquiiition  to  the  fervice,  and  to 
recommend  him  to  the  attention  of  Congrefs.  His  expec- 
tations ^yith  regard  to  rank  extend  to  that  of  major-general. 
His  linances,  he  ingenuoufly  confeffes,  v>^ill  not  admit  of 
his  ferving  without  the  incident  emoluments  ;  and  Congrefs, 
I  prefume,  from  his  charadler  and  their  own  knowledge  of 
him,  will  without  difficulty  gratify  him  in  thefe  particulars. 

The  baron  is  fenfible  that  our  fituation  requires  a  few 
variations  in  the  duties  of  his  office  from  the  general  prac* 
tice  in  Europe,  and  particularly  that  they  muft  neceffiarily 
be  more  comprehenCve  ;  in  which,  as  well  as  in  his  inftruc- 

tion% 
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lions,  he  has  fldlfully  yielded  to  circumftances.  The  fuc- 
cefs  which  has  hitherto  attended  the  plan  enables  me  to  re- 
queil  with  confidence  the  ratification  of  Congreisy  and  is,  I 
think,  a  pledge  of  the  eftabiifliment  of  a  well  combined 
general  fyftem,  which  infurmountable  obfUcles  have  hith- 
erto oppofed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Falley-JFcrge,  May  Ijl'J'jZ. 

I  HAVE  had  tlie  honour  to  receive  your  difpatches  of 

the  twenty  Icventh  iniiant.  In  compliance  with  the  recjueil 
of  ConQfcfs,  I  fhall  immediately  call  upon  the  ofncers  in 
the  army  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  abjuration. 
This  I  Ihould  have  done  as  Toon  as  the  refclution  pafTed, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  (late  of  the  army,  at  that  time,  and 
that  there  were  ibme  (Irong  reafons  which  made  it  expe- 
dient to  defer  the  matter, 

My  opinion  upon  the  fdbjecl  of  a  future  provifion  for  the 
officers  hath  been  (o  fully,  and,  I  truft:,  fo  neceffarily  and 
equitably  urged,  that  I  (hall  not  add  farther  refpecfdng  it, 
except  my  fincere  wifhes  that  the  eftablifliment  was  deter- 
mined on.  Nothing,  in  my  idea,  can  be  more  juit ;  and  I 
am  certain  there  is  nothing  more  efferitial  :• — the  prefent 
unfettled  ilate  of  the  army  is  hurtful  in  the  extreme. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  twenty-feventh,  I  have  received 
authentic  information  of  the  failing  of  a  very  large  number 
of  tranfports  from  Philadelphia, — two  hundred,  it  is  faid. 
They  went  down  the  Delaware  the  beginning  of  the  week, 
light  and  empty.  1  have  not  been  able  to  learn  any  thing 
of  their  deftination  ;  nor  can  1  form  a  conjedure  upon  the 
occafion  that  is  the  leaft  fatisfadory. 

With  infinite  pleafure  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  Con- 
grefs  on  the  very  important  and  interefting  advices  brought 
by  the  frigate  La  Senfible.  General  M^Dougal  and  Mr. 
Deane  were  fo  obliging  as  to  tranfmit  me  the  outlines  of  the 
good  tidings.  As  foon  as  Congrefs  m.ay  think  it  expedi- 
ent, I  (hall  be  happy  to  hav»  an  opportunity  of  announcing 
to  the  army,  with  the  ufual  ceremony,  fach  parts  of  the  in- 
telligence as  may  be  proper,  and  faax^ioned  by  authority. 
Vol.  II.  2;  •  I  have 
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I  have  mentioned  the  matter  to  fuch  officers  as  I  have  feen  ; 
and  I  believe  no  event  was  ever  received  with  a  more 
heart-felt  joy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Jull:  as  I  had  finiihed  my  letter  above,  I  received 
the  honour  of  your  favour  of  the  twenty-eighth,  with  the 
refolution  and  packets  alkided  to.  I  will  take  meafures 
for  difperfing  the  printed  refolutions.^ 


^  I  Pv,  Camp,  May  I,  I77S. 

IN  compliance  with  your  requeft  contained  in  your 

letter  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  I  have  delivered  the  bundle 

of  papers  refpeding  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga,  Sec,  tranfmit- 

ted  me  fome  time  ago,  which  I  hope  will  get  fafe  to  hand. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  "W- 


SIR,  Head" garters ,  Valley- Forge,  May  3,  177^. 

IN  a  late  letter  from  general  Schuyler,  I  received  the 
proceedings  of  a  board  of  commiffioners  for  Indian  affairs, 
held  at  Albany  tl^  fifteenth  of  laft  month.  It  appears  by 
them  and  fome  other  accounts  I  have  feen,  that  there  is  but 
little  profpe6t  of  fucceeding  in  the  plan  for  engaging  a  body 
of  Indians  from  that  quarter  to  ferve  with  this  army.  The 
advantage  which  the  enemy  poflefs  over  us,  in  having  the 
means  of  making  prefents  much  more  liberally  than  we 
can,  has  made  a  llrong  imprellion  upon  their  minds,  and 
feems  to  be  more  than  a  counterbalance  for  any  arguments 
we  can  offer  to  conciliate  their  attachment.  They  alfo 
appear  to  be  apprehenfive  for  their  own  fafety,  and  rather 
to  wifh  for  aid  and  proteclion  from  uS;  than  willing  to  leave 
their  habitations  and  com'C  to  our  afliftance. 

The  meafure  propofed  was  by  Way  of  experiment,  as 
one  which  might  poiTibly  be  attended  with  valuable  confe- 
quences,  and,  if  it  could  have  been  effected  without  much 
difficulty,  might  have  been  worth  a  trial.  But,  as  the 
fcheme  docs  not  ■s:'jtVi  correfpond  with  their  prefent  difpo- 
fition,  and  may  fcrve  to  increafe  our  embarraffiments  in 

keeping 
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keeping  them  even  in  tolerable  good  humour,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  it  would  be  moft  advifeableto  relinquidi  the  attempt. 
They  may  be  told  of  what  has  happened  in  Europe,  with 
proper  embellifhments,  and  that  our  affairs  are  now  upon 
fuch  a  footing  as  to  render  their  aid  in  the  field  unnecefTary, 
and"  that  all  we  require  of  them  is  their  friendfliip  and  good 
wiihes.  This  and  promifes  of  protection  may  have  a  pow- 
erful and  kipp-y  effedl. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  counteract  the  temptation  " 
held  out  by  the  enemy,  and  to  fecure  the  good  will  of  the 
Indians,  who  appear  to  be  at  lead:  in  a  (late  of  hefitancy 
and  indecifion,  if  nothing  worfe.  Congrefs,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  will  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  promote  thefc 
deiirable  ends. 

Vv^ith  great  refpefl  and  efteem,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,. 
Sh-,  vour  moll:  obedie^nt  fervant,  G.  W. 


SIR,  Hsnd'^artsrs,  Fi^HcyForgs,  May  4,  1778. 

LAST  night  at  eleven  o'clock  I  was  honoured  with 
your  difoatcbes  of  the  third.  The  contents  p.fFord  me  the 
moft  fenfible  pleafare,  Mr.  Simeon  Deane  had  informed 
me  by  a  line  from  Bethlehem,  that  he  was  the  bearer  cf 
the  articles  of  alliance,  &c.  between  France  ami  the  States, 
I  fliall  defer  celebrating  this  happy  event  in  a  fuitable  man- 
ner until  I  have  liberty  from  Congrefs  to  announce  it  pub- 
Hckly.  I  will  only  fay  that  the  army  are  anxious  to  mani- 
feft  their  joy  upon  the  occafion. 

Inclofed  you  have  a  letter  which  I  received  a  few  days 
ago  from  lord  Stirling,  and  which,  at  his  requeft,  I  lay  be- 
fore Congrefs  with  its  contents. 

I  am,  with  the  greateft  efteem  and  refpe6l,  5cc.     G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Valley-Forge,  May  11,1778. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  to  tranfnilt  to  Congrefs  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  general  Howe,  which  I  received  at  three 
o'clock  this  afternoon.  The  contents  are  exceedingly  in- 
terefting  to  the  unhappy  prifoners  in  his  hands.     1  thought 

it 
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it  my  duty  to  forward  them  immediately  :  and  1  mufl  re- 
queft  that  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me  as  foon  as 
poffible,,  what  line  of  condu(51  I  am  to  purfue  upon  this  oc- 
cafion.  The  i^clofed  extrad  of  a  letter  from  general 
Smaliwood  will  fhew  the  painful  alternative  to  which  the 
prifoners  in  Philadelphia  will  be  reduced  unlefs  they  are  re- 
lieved :  and  this  is  confirmed  by  intelligence  through  fever- 
al  other  channels  to  myfeif.  I  fnall  wait  dire<ftions  in  the 
matter,  and  govern  myfeif  by  them  in  my  aofwer  to  general 
Howe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G,  W. 

P.  S.  As  to  an  equivalent  in  men  for  officers,  that  pro- 
pofed  by  his  commiiTioners  was  too  high*  A  much  more 
moderate  one  was  nearly  agreed  to  between  them  and  the 
gentlemen  deputed  by  me^  when  they  were  in  treaty. 
This  mode  of  relicfj  at  this  inltantj  may  not  be  fo  necefTary 
to  adopt.  There  are  probably  officers  in  general  Bur- 
goyne's  army  who  are  defirous  of  being  exchanged  :  and, 
if  not,  an  equivalent  may  be  fixed  on,  as  circumftances 
may  point  out. 


S  r  R,  .  Falley Forge,  May  T 1,  1 7  7  8v 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  in  due  time  your  fev- 
eral  favours  of  the  third,  fixth,  and  ninth  inftant,  with  the 
papers  to  which  they  refpectivejy  alluded.  After  much 
confideratioD  upon  the  fubjed^,  I  have  appointed  general 
M^Intofh  to  command  at  Fort-Pitt  and  in  the  weftern 
country,  for  which  he  will  fet  out  as  foon  as  he  can  accom- 
modate his  affairs.  I  part  with  this  gentleman  v/ith  much 
Telu(5lance,,as  I  efteem  him  an  officer  of  great  worth  and 
merit,  and  a»- 1  know  his  fervices  here  are  and  will  be  ma- 
terially wanted.  His  firm  difpofition  and  equal  juftice,  hig 
gffiduity  and  good  underftanding, — added  to  his  being  a 
ftranger  to  all  parties  in  that  quarter, — pointed  him  out  as 
a  proper  perfon  ;  and  I  truft  extenfive  advantages  will  be 
derived  from  his  command,  which  I  could  wifli  was  more 
agreeable.  He  will  wait  on  Congrefs  for  their  inftru(5tions. 
As  lieutenant-colonel  Sutherland,  major  Agnew,  and 
lieutenant  Poe,  have  only  requeued  to  go  to  Europe  on 

parole-^ 
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parole,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that  I  can  with  propriety 
apply  to  general  Howe  for  their  exchange  : — this  would 
imply  that  they  were  prifoners  of  war.  Though  their  ex- 
change is  certainly  the  mod:  defirable  mode  of  releafe,  as  it 
would  relieve  an  equal  number  of  our  ofncers  from  captiv- 
ity, yet  1  fliould  be  happy  if  a  negociation  for  the  purpofe 
fliould  commence  on  their  part.  Knowing  that  it  would 
be  our  interefl:  to  exchange  all  the  officers  of  general  Bur- 
gpyne's  army  if  it  could  be  done,  I  wrote  general  Heath, 
not  long  fi.ice,  to  take  occafion  to  mention  to  them  that  we 
fhould  always  be  willing  to  accede  to  any  equal  propofitions 
for  that  purpofe,  and  would  carefully  convey  their  applica- 
tions to  Sir  William  Howe  or  the  general  who  might  com- 
mand the  Britifli  army.  I  take  the  liberty  to  return  their 
letters,  prefuming  that  Congrefs- may  incline  to  give  them 
fome  anfwer,   either  diredly,  or  through   general  Heath. 

In  refpedt.to  lieutenant-colonel  *  *  *,  I  do  not  find  that 
there  is  any  neceility  for  granting  the  prayer  of  his  petition  :. 
we  have  already  too  many  officers  :  and  I  do  not  appre- 
hend the  intereft  of  the  States  would  be  much  promoted 
in  his  appointment.  If  he  could  make  up  two  or  three 
companies,  they  would  be  of  prifoners  and  deferters,  who 
would  mofi:  affiiredly  embrace  an  early  opportunity  to  go  oiF 
with  their  arms  and  clothing.  I  am  difpofed  to  confider 
him  as  a  man  of  fome  addrefs  and  policy,  as  he  is  aiming 
at  a  confirmation  in  the  line  of  the  army  (by  obtaining  an 
appointment  to  a  new  corps)  of  the  rank  which  he.  had  as 
a  divifion  quarter-mafter.  Befides  the  impolicy  of  aug- 
menting the  number  of  our  officers  where  it  is  not  really 
effential,  fach  a  promotion  would  give  dillatisfa^lion  ;  and 
I  fuppofe  there  arc  *'ev/  officers,  if  any,  who  formerly  com- 
manded Mr.  *  *  *  in  the  line  of  the  army,  that  would 
fobmit  to  his  orders. 

The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Dickinfbn 
to  me  will  inform  Congrefs  of  the  fate  of  the  continental 
frigates  in  Delav/are, — a  fate  (in  the  fituatioti  they  were 
left)  I  had  long  predi6]:ed,  and  which  I  had  taken  much 
pains  to  avert,  by  ufmg  every  argument  in  my  power  to 
have  them  funk.  In  that  cafe,  their  defh'uciion  would 
have  been  at  leafl  a  work  of  time,  difficulty  and  expenfe, 
and  might  have  been  perhaps  prevented.  About  one  o'clock 
X  2:  oa 
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on  Thurfday  I  got  notice  of  an  intended  move  of  the  en- 
emy by  water  ;  and,  conjeifturing  the  deftination  of  it,  had 
a  detachment  under  general  Maxwell  (whofe  tour  of  duty  it 
was)  ready  to  march  towards  the  Delaware  by  four  o'clock  : 
but  a  heavy  rain  prevented  their  moving  till  next,  morning. 

I  have  been  happy  in  the  exchange,  and  a  vifit  from 
lieutenant-colonel  Allen.  His  fortitude  and  firmnefs  feem 
to  have  placed  him  out  of  the  reach  of  misfortune.  There 
is  an  original  fomething  in  him  that  commands  admiration  ; 
and  his  long  captivity  and  fufFerings  have  only  ferved  to  in- 
creafe  if  pofTible  his  enthufiaftic  zeal.  He  appears  very  de- 
firous  of  rendering  his  fervices  to  the  States,  and  of  being 
employed,  and  at  the  fame  time  does  not  difcover  any  am- 
bition for  high  rank.  Congrefs  will  herewith  receive  a 
letter  from  him  ;  and  1  doubt  not  they  will  make  fuch 
provifion  for  him  as   they  may  think  proper   and  fuitable. 

I  take  pleafure  in  tranfmitting  a  Philadelphia  paper  of 
the  ninth,  which  came  to  hand  yefterday  evening,  contain- 
ing a  meffage  from  his  mod:  ChrifHan  majefty  to  the  court 
of  London  in  confequence  of  the  treaty  between  him  and 
thefe  States, — and  his  Britannic  majefty's  addrefs  to  the 
lords  and  commons,  &c.  The  meflage  is  conceived  in 
terms  of  irony  and  derifion,  more  degrading  to  the  pride 
and  dignity  of  Britain  than  any  thing  fhe  has  ever  experi- 
enced fince  (he  has  been  a  nation.  It  is  not  an  adlual 
declaration  of  war,  but  it  certainly  muft  produce  one. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  A  great  number  of  blank  oaths  will  be  wanted. 
You  will  be  pleafed  to   order  fome  by  every  opportunity. 


S  I  R,  Valley-Forge,  May  1%,  1772^ 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  your  two  favours  of 
the  eleventh  and  fifteenth  inftant,  with  the  feveral  papers 
divided  to, — the  former  by  monfieur  Jemat,  the  latter  by 
exprefs  yefterday.  Colonel  Johnfon  fet  out  on  Saturday 
afternoon  to  wait  en  Congrefs  upon  the  fubjedt  of  his 
appoirtment,  and,  I  prefume,  will  be  at  York  to-day. 

I  fliall  announce  the  refolution  of  the  fifteenth  to  the  ar- 
my, and  would,  flatter  myfelf  it  will  cjuiet  in  a  great  meaf- 

ure 
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lire  the  uoeafineffes  v/hich  have  been  fo-  extreTiiely  dlftreff- 
ing,  aaci  prevent  refignations,  which  had  proceeded,  and 
v/ere  likely  to  be  at  fach  a  height,  as  to  deftroy  our  whole 
rnilitary  lyltern.  It  has  experienced  no  inconfiderable 
fho:k,  particularly  in  the  line  of  fome  States,  from  the  lofs 
of  fcverai  very  valuable  ofHcers.  ,  . 

The  letter  and  brevet  for  colonel  Alien  I  will  tranfmit 
by  the  lirfi:  opportunity.      He  left  camp  eight  days  ago. 

From  a  variety  of  concurring  circumflances,  and  the  uni- 
form report  of  perfons  who  have  left  Philadelphia  within 
four  days  pad,  it  would  appear  that  the  enemy  mean  to 
evacuate  the  city.  It  is  faid  they  have  already  embarked 
a  part  of  their  heavy  cannon  and  baggage,— that  tranfporta 
are  fitted  and  fitting  for  their  horfc,  and  taking  in  hay. 
The  accounts  further  add  that  there  has  been  a  prefs  for 
fome  nights  in  the  city,  and  feveral  men  obtained  in  this 
way,  and  carried  aboard  fhip  ;  alfo  that  there  had  been  an 
increafed  number  of  vendues.  Thefe  circumftances  all 
indicate  an  evacuation  :  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
the  objedls  of  their  future  operations.  I  wrote  to  general 
Gates  yeflerday  upon  the  fubjedl,  that  he  may  be  prepared 
in  the  bed:  manner  the  fituation  of  things  will  admit,  in 
cafe  they  fhculd  be  deftined  for  the  North-river,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  retain  for  the  prefent  all  the  eaflern  recruits 
intended  for  this  army. 

The  quarter-m. after-gen  era]  and  commiffiiry  of  provlfions 
are  dire<5led  to  ufe  every  pofTible  exertion  for  putting  the 
affairs  of  their  departments  in  a  train  to  facilitate  a  move- 
ment in  cafe  it  fliould  be  necelTary.  But  fach  have  been 
the  derangements  and  diforders  in  them,  that  we  muft  be 
greatly  embarralTcd  for  a  confiderable  time  yet. 

A  valuable  detachment,  under  the  command  of  the  mai- 
quis  Fayette,  marched  this  morning,  which  is  intended  to 
move  between  the  Dclav/are  and  Schuylkill,  for  reflraining 
the  enemy's  parties,  procuring  intelligence,  and  to  a6t  as 
circumftances  may  require. 

I  cannot  help  feeling  for  the  prifoners  in  pofleflion  of 
the  enemy.  If  they  evacuate  Philadelphia,  thofe  unhappy 
men  will  be  dragged  away  with  them,  and  perhaps  to  a  more 
miferable  confinement.  But,  fuppofing  that  their  future 
treatment  ftiould  not  be  worfe,  or  even    that  it  fliould  be 

more 
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more  comfortable  than  their  part, — the  idea  of  being  re- 
moved farther  from  their  friends,  and  fiirther  from  relief,, 
mud  diflrefs  them  to  tlie  la.H  degree. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  I  think 
the  arms  and  clothing  expeded  from  France  fhould  be 
brought  forward  without  a  moment's  delay  after  they  ar- 
rive. The  impolicy  of  fuiTering  them  ever  to  remain  in- 
places  acceflibie  to  fliipping,  out'  of  the  queftion, — our  dif- 
trefs  for  both  is  amazingly  great :  we  have  many  men  now 
v/ithout  £relocks,  and  many  coming  in,  in  the  fame  predic- 
ament ;  and  half  the  army  are  without  ihirts.  Our  condi- 
tion, for  want  of  the  latter,  and  blankets,  is  quite  painful, — 
of  the  former,  very  diftreffing.  The  doctors  attribute  in  a 
great  degree  the  lofs  of  hundreds  of  lives  to  the  fear  city  of 
ciothing ;  and  1  am  certain  hundreds  have  deferted  from: 
the  fame  caufe. 


SIR,  Head' garters,  Falicy-Forge,  May  'Xl.l'J'jt.. 

GENERilL  M^Intofli  will  have  the  honour  to  de- 
liver  you  this.  He  is  nov/  on  his  way  to  take  the  command 
at  Pittfourg  and  in  the  weftern  frontiers,  and  waits  on. 
Congrefs  for  their  inffrudions.  I  v/ould  take  the  liberty 
of  fubmitting  to  Congrefs  the  inclofed  account  of  expenfes 
irrcurred  by  the  general  in  his  journey  from  Georgia  to  join 
this  army,  and  which  he  prefented  to  me  and  to  the  audi- 
tors for  payment.  I  did  not  knov/  how  far  I  might  be  au- 
thorifed  to  comply  v/ith  his  requeft,  and  therefore  lay  the 
matter  before  Congrefs,  At  the  fame  time  I  would  ob- 
ferve  that  nothing  appears  to  me  more  equitable  than  that 
claims  of  this  fort,  where  they  are  not  immoderate,  lliould. 
be  fatisfied  by  the  public.  If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  the 
expenfes  of  an  officer  when  ordered  from  one  pofl  to  anoth- 
er, efpecially  where  they  are  diftant,  would  iink  the  whole 
or  a  very  large  part  of  his  pay.  The  charges  attending 
the  generals  journey  from  hence  to  Pittfburg  will  require 
equal  attention  ;  and  the  whole,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  meet 
■with  a  juft  and  fuitable  provifion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

Valley-Forge^. 
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S  I  R,  Falky-Forge,  Miy  2  S ,  I  7  7  S  , 

SINCE  I  had  tlie  honour  of  addreffiag  you  od  the 
twenty  "fourth  inftact^  ncthing  material  has  happened.  The 
enemy  are  ftii!  in  Philadelphia  ;  but  the  intelligence  from 
ihcnce  is  fo  clear  and  {o  flrong,  that  it  is  certain,  or  n?arlf- 
as  niuch  {qj  as  any  event  can  be  that  is  contingent,  ihat 
they  moan  to,  abandon  it.  AgainO:  the  variolic  nicair^res 
they  arc  purfiaog,  which  point  to  an  evacuation.,  there  iS' 
but  one  iingle  circumfiance  oppofed  that  I  can  learn,  which 
is,  that  they  are  working  at  their  redoubts  with  great  in- 
duflry.  But  this  fa<51;,.  though  certainly  true,  cannot  be  of 
fafncient  weight  to  raife  a  doubt  upon  the  fubjed;,  and  mud 
be  confidered  as~  merely  calculated  to  deceive  us,  and  to- 
malic  their  deilgn. 

vWe  cannot  find  out,  notwithftan ding  the  moft  dirigent 
painsj  whether  their  movement  will  be  by  land  or  fea  ;. 
nor  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  fatisfied  on  the  point.- 
Appearances  favour  either.  They  have  a  great  many 
fiiipSj  and  very  large  :  yet,  from  a  preparation  of  boats  at 
Prince 's-Bay  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Staten-Ifland  which  I 
am  juft  advifed  of,  and  for  fome  other  reafons,  a  land  route 
is  not  improbable. 

I  have  detached  to  Jerfey  the  whole  of  the  troops  of 
that  State  under  general  Maxwell,  v/hich,  I  flatter  rnyfelf, 
with  the  militia  general  Dickinfon  will  be  able  to  coUedl,, 
will  give  them  fome  annoyance  in  cafe  they  attempt  a  re- 
ti'eat  by  land.. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,.  &c.  G.  Vv^. 


■S  I  R,  Valky Forge,  May  2,8,  I  77 81 

LlEUTENANT-coIonel  John  Gibfon,  of  the  fixth 
Virginia  regiment,  who,  from  his  knowledge  of  the  weftern 
country,  and  Indian  nations  and  language,  is  ordered  to- 
repair  to  Pittfburg,  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering 
you  this.  He  is  entided,  and  has  been  ever  fince  the 
twenty-fi Rh  of  Odober  lafl,  to  a  regiment  in  that  line  ;  and 
1  muft  take  the  liberty  to  requeft  that  Congrefs  will  give 
him  a  commiffion  of  that  date.     The  rcfolution  of  the 

thirty-firft 
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thirty-iirft  of  December,  "  recommending  the  States  to 
fufpend  filling  up  regimental  vacancies,'- — my  expectations' 
that  fome  officers  of  inferior  rank,  and  perhaps  of  the  fame, 
belonging  to  other  States,  might  be  reduced  upon  a  new 
arrangement, — and  the  certainty,  that,  if  I  gave  commif- 
iions  in  one  inftance,  I  fliould  be  obliged  to  do  it  in  all,— 
have  prevented  me  appointing  him  to  the  vacancy  he  had  a 
right  to.  I  do  not  know  particularly  to  what  regiment  he 
ought  to  be  appointed  :  Congrefs  therefore  will  be  pleafed 
to  give  him  a  commiiTion  for  a  regiment  from  the  State  of 
Vinginia  without  mentioning  the  number. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W- 

P.  S.     Many  copies  of  oaths  are  ftill  wanted, 


Head- garters ^  ValUyForge^  May  3 1.  1 778, 

I  HAD  the  horrour  to  receive  your  favour  of  the 
twenty-fifth  in ftant  by  doctor  Scudder,  and  that  of  the- 
twenty^ninth,  yefterday  afternoon,  with  the  inclofures  and 
packet  to  which  they  referred. 

I  (hall  inform  major  Lee  of  the  new  arrangement  of  his 
corps,  and  will  appoint  the  officers  required.  Major  Beatty 
is  not  in  camp.  The  letter  addrefled  to  him  fhall  be  fent 
by  the  firft  opportunity  to  Princeton,  where  I  prefurae  he 
v/ill  be  found.  That  for  captain  Smith  is  already  dif- 
patched  to  him. 

The  enemy  are  yet  in  Philadelphia,  though  the  whole 
chain  of  information  for  feveral  days  paft  afforded  grounds 
to  believe  that  they  would  have  evacuated  it  before  now. 
I  ffiould  fuppofe  they  are  nearly  prepared  to  do  it,  though 
the  removal  of  the'  (i:ores  and  baggage  of  fo  large  an  army 
requires  confiderable  time. 

yune  I.  1  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  in  aiit  Philadelphia 
is  evacuated,  whether  any  and  vvhat  line  of  condvid  is  to 
be  purfued  refpeding  the  goods  that  may  be  left.  Such 
articles  as  come  under  the  denomination  of  public  flores 
will  of  courfe  be  taken  by  the  proper  officers  for  the  vSt 
of  the  States.  The  point  on  vv^hich  I  wilh  diredion  is 
with  refped  to  goods  and  merchandife,  private  property. 

I  do 
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I  do  not  know  ^yhether  any  confideraWc  quantity  may  be 
Jeft :  but  ,t  has  been  fuggefted,  that,  from  an  expe<5ktion 
ot  the  Ion,  there  are  fome  bringing  into  light  their  goId~ 
-and  Wver  for  die  purpofe  of  buying  up.  If  there "fhould 
be  clothing  fuitable  for  the  army,  perhaps  there  might  be 
nothmg  unjuft  in  the  public's  taking  the  preference,  and 
Congrels  appointing  one  or  two  intelligent  adive  perfons 
vGt  addrels,  acquainted  with  the  city  and  with  thofe  who 
have  the  goods,  with  proper  powers  to  purchafe  them. 

Whatever  meafure  may  be  thought  expedient,  it  will 
be  neceffary  to  adopt  it  as  early  as  poffible,  as  thfe  evacua- 
tion  will  probably  take  place  in  a  lliort  time.  Robert 
Morris,  efquire,  I  ^lould  imagine,  if  the  purchafing  fcheme 
B  determined  on,  will  be  able  to  point  out  proper  perfons. 
&ome  gentlemen  have  mentioned  meffieurs  Samuel  Howell 
and  Thomas  Franklyn  as  well  qualified,  both  on  account  of 
their  integrity  and  attachment  to  our  caufe,  and  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  city  and  refidence  in  it  ever  fince  the 
enemy  had  the  poffeffion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

i.-^'  r"  n  ^,T^®  J"^  "°^^  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the 
thirty-firlt  ultimo. 


1  ii£.G  leave  to  inform  you,  that,  agreeably  to  the 
relolutions  tranfmitted  in  your  favour  of  the  thirty-firlt  ul- 
timo,l  fliall  undertake  the  reform  of  the  North-Carolina 
battalions  in  camp  as  foon  as  circumftances  will  admit. 

I  fincerely  wiih  the  legiflatures  of  the  feveral  States  had 
pa.led  lav/s  adopting  the  generous  policy  recommended  by 
Longrefs  m  their  refolution  of  the  twentv-third  of  April. 
I  am  aiuvred  by  authority  not  to  be  queilioned,  that,  for 
want  of  this,  hundreds,  nay,  thoufands  of  people,  and 
among_them  many  valuable  artizans  with  large  quantities 
ofgooas,  will  be  forced  from  Philadelphia,  who  otherwiie 
would  willingly  remain.  From  report,  their  reluftance 
and  di(h-efs  upon  this  occafion  are  fcarcely  to  be  paralleled. 
Iherearea  few  whofe  conduft  has  been  fuch,  that  no  af- 
Jurances  of  fecunty,  I  prefome,  could  induce  them  to  Hay  : 

and 
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and  their  departure,  compelled  and  founded  as  It  were  la 
the  approbation  of  their  own  confcieoces,  would  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  example,  efpecially  if  followed  by  a  con- 
£fcation  of  property.  A  profcribing  fyflem,  or  laws  hav- 
ing the  fame  effcd:,  when  carried  to  a  great  extent,  ever 
appeared  to  me  to  be  impolitic  :  and  their  operation  fho^ld 
always  ceafe  with  the  caufes  which  produced  them.  Ex- 
amples in  terrorem  are  necelTary  :  but  to  exile  many  of 
its  inhabitants  cannot  be  the  interefl  of  any  State. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


15  I  R,  ralley Forge,  June  4,  1 7 7 ?« 

I  TAKE  tlie  liberty  to  tranfmit  you  by  exprefs  the 
inclofed  packet  whicli  juft  arrived  at  our  advanced  poft  by 
a  flag  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  I.alfo  tranfmit  a  copy  of 
a  letter  1  received  from  him,  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  and 
of  my  anfwer;  Ukewife  copies  of  his  and  lord  Howe'^s 
letters  v/hich  came  to  hand  by  the  prefent  flag.  The 
packet,  I  prefume,  contains  ads  fimilar  to  thofe  fent 
to  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c*  G.  W* 


6  I  U,  Head-Barters,  June  7,  1 77S. 

1  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  favours  of  ; 
the  fourth  and  lifth  inftant,  and  with  the  refolutions  and  ; 
papers  to  v.'hich  they  refer.  I  have  taken  meafures  to 
<;oramunicate  the  new  edablifhment  of  the  army  through 
the  line  ;  and  the  fooner  the  arrangem.ents  can  be  made, 
the  better.  Should  there  appear  further  regulations  nec- 
efTary,  I  fnall  take  the  liberty  to  ofler  my  fentiments  re- 
fiDcding  them. 

My  principal  defign,  in  addrefnng  you  fo  foon  after  the 
receipt  of  ^^our  letters,  is  to  advife  Congrefs  of  the  arriral 
of  the  commiflioners.  Lord  Carlifle,  governor  Jchnfton, 
and  William  Eden,  efquire,  are  come  over  in  this  charac- 
ter, and  get  to  Philadelphia  yefterday.  Lord  Cornwallis 
is  alfo  arrived. 

I  have 
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1  have  been  juft  favoured  with  the  inclofed  Britiili  pa* 
per,  which  I  tranfmit  for  your  perufai.  Some  parts  of  it 
are  very  interefting. 

By  fome  accident  the  copies  of  the  refolutions  of  the 
tenth  of  January,  referred  to  in  that  of  the  fourth  inlfant^ 
have  been  miflaid  or  loft.  This  circumftance  lays  me  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  troubUng  you  with  a  req_ueft  for  others* 

I  have  the  honour  ta  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  I  am  told  a  refolution  pafTed  about  the  nine- 
teenth ultimo,  refpedting  the  payment  of  prifoners  either  in 
the  adual  poffeilion  of  the  enemy,  or  on  parole.  I  do  not 
recoiled  to  have  been  honoured  with  it  ;  and?  if  there  is 
^uch  a  one,  1  vviili  to  be  favoured  with  a  copy  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  my  conduct. 


':$  I  R,  Head-Barters,  TalUy-Vorge^  June  9 ,  1 7  7 !5:o 

I  WAS  favoured  v/i(h  yours  of  the  fixth  inftant, 
inclofing  copies  of  your  anfwers  to  lord  Howe  and  general 
Clinton.  The  originals  I  fent  in  early  this  morning  by  a 
iiag.  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  a  duplicate  of  a 
letter  I  received  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the,  plirpofc 
of  procuring  a  pafTport  for  doilor  Fergufon  (the  fecretarj 
to  the  king's  commiilion)  to  Congrefs,  with  my  anfwer  t6 
Mm, — on  the  fabjeft  of  which,  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  t© 
favour  me  with  their  inftru<5tions. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G-  W, 


>$  1  R,  .  Head-Barters y  'June  10,  1778, 

-  MAJOR  Cam]  bell  of  the  thirteenth  Virginia  regi- 
'mcnt  will  have  the  honour  of  prefei|iting  you  with  this. 
He  is  now  on  his  way,  at  the  earneft  folicitation  of  gen- 
eral M^Intofh,  to  ferve  in  the  weftern  department,  and 
waits  on   Congrefs,   to  obtain  (if  they  fhall  think  proper) 

.a  commifTion  for  a  lieutenant-colonelcy  in  the  Virginia  line, 
to  which  he  has  been  entitled  in  the  ordinary  courfe  fincc 

.  the  twentieth  of  February  laft.  The  major  fuftains  the 
charader  of  a  good  and  brave  officer,  and  has  behaved  as 
Vol.  IL  Y  fuch 
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fuch  during  his  fervice.  He  is  the  more  defirous  of  get* 
ting  a  commiffion  at  this  time,  as  otherwife  he  may  be  com- 
manded by  the  lieutenant-colonels  to  be,  or  who  are,  ap- 
pointed to  the  two  new  regiments  lately  ordered  to  be 
raifed  in  that  quarter.  I  do  not  know  the  particular  reg- 
iment to  which  he  fhould  be  affixed  :  therefore,  if  he  ob- 
tains a  commiffion,  it  may  be  left  blank  in  this  inftance. 
I  have  the  honoiir  to  be,  3cc.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head-Barters y  Jufii  ISy  17 jt* 

I  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  favours  of 
the  eleventh  and  fourteenth  inflant,  and  with  the  inclofures 
to  which  they  refer.  The  refolution  for  fettling  the  value 
of  rations  which  have  become  due  iince  the  firft  of  Janu- 
firy,  and  fixing  the  mode  of  payment,  I  fhall  announce  in 
this  day's  orders,  and  hope  it  will  be  highly  fatisfadlory  to 
all  who  are  interefted  in  it. 

I  have  notified  general  Mifflin  of  the  inquiry  diredled 
by  Congrefs  on  the  eleventh  inftant,  by  tranfmitting  him  a 
copy  of  their  proceedings  ;  and  he  has  obtained  leave,  on 
his  folicitation,  to  repair  to  York,  Sec.  to  prepare  for  his 
defence.  This  I  thought  myfelf  under  a  neceffity  of  grant- 
ing, hov/ever  inconvenient  and  injurious  it  may  be  to  per- 
mit the  abfence  of  officers  at  this  period. 

Our  expecSiations  that  Philadelphia  will  be  evacuated  in 
the  comfe  of  a  few  days  are  again  up.  The  information 
received  yefterday  through  various  channels,  and  in  a  pret- 
ty direct  way,  would  feem  to  place  the  matter  almoil  on 
the  footing  of  certainty. 

We  had  about  forty  privates  and  twenty  feamen  ex- 
ehanged  on  Sunday.  Another  party  will  be  exchanged 
to-day  I  and,  according  to  agreement,  the  whole  of  our 
unfortunate  men  v^all  be  releafed  as  fafi:  as  we  can  bring 
down  parties  of  the  prifoners  in  our  hands,  to  give  for 
them.  It  is  thought  by  fome  we  ffiall  not  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  completing  the  exchange  of  ail  thofe  in  Philadel- 
phia before  the  enemy  leave  it.  Mr.  Boudinot  has  alfo 
fettled  and  adjufted  the  whole  number  of  prifoners  we  are 
^0  account  for   (befides  thofe  now  in  adual  confinement) 

at 
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at  nine  hundred,   which  is  lefs  than  half  of  the  claim  Sir 

William  Howe  fo  pertinacioufly  and  fo  long  adhered  to. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  G.  W^- 


Head' garters y half-after  eleven,  A.  M.  June  1 8,  1 7/8. 
%  I  R, 

I  HAVE  the  pleafure  to  inform  Congrefs  that  I 
was  this  minute  advifed  by  Mr.  Roberts  that  the  enemy 
evacuated  the  city  early  this  morning.  He  was  down  at 
the  middle  ferry  on  this  fide,  where  he  received  the  intel- 
ligence from  a  number  of  citizens  who  were  on  the  oppo- 
fite  (Iiore.  They  told  him  that  about  three  thoufand  of 
the  troops  had  embarked  on  board  tranf])orts.  The  de- 
ftrudion  of  the  bridge  prevented  him  croiiing.  I  expe'^t 
every  morr^ent  official  accounts  on  the  fubjed; 

I  have  put  fix  brigades  in  motion  ;  and  the  reft  of  the 
army  are  preparing  to  follow  with-  all  poffible  difpatch. 
We  fhall  proceed  towards  Jerfey,  and  govern  ourfelves 
according  to  cireumftances.  As  yet  I  am  not  fully  afcer- 
tained  of  the  enemy's  deftination  ;  nor  are  there  wanting 
a  variety  of  opinions  as  to  the  ronte  they  v/ill  purfue, 
whether  it  will  be  by  land  or  fea,  admitting  it  to  be  to 
New- York.  Some,  think  it  probable,  in  fijch  cafe,  that 
the  part  of  their  army  which  crofl'ed  the  Delaware  will 
march  down  the  Jerfey  fliore  fome  diftance,  and  then  em- 
bark. There  is  other  irjielligcnce  corroborating  Mr.  Rob- 
erts's, but  none  official  is  yet  come. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &'c.  G.  W. 

A  letter  from  captain  M^Clean,  dated  in  Philadelphia-j 
this  minute  came  to  hand,  confirming  the  evacuation. 


Head' garters,  Jane  l8,  !']']%,  fix  oihcl,  IK  M,' 
SIR, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrcffing  you  this 
forenoon,  I  received  your  letter  of  the.feventeenth,  with 
its  feveral  inclofares.  I  am  happy  in  the  approbation  of 
Congrefs  refpe<^Ing  my  conduct  to  do<5tQr  Fergufon.     1 

could 
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could  not  finde.-  after  the  maturefl  confideration  on  the  fab- 
je6i:,  that  his  pafTage  through  the  country  could  be  In  any 
v/ife  material,  or  anfwer  any  other  purpofe  than  to  fpread 
difaifedion. 

I  jQiall  take  every  raeafure  in  my  power  to  prevent  aa 
intercourfe  between  the  army  and  the  enemy,  and  alfo  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  and  the  latter.  You  may  reft  af- 
fured  that  whatever  letters  come  from  their  lines  fliall  be, 
as  they  ever  have  been,  minutely  infpe6ied ;  and  when- 
ever they  import  any  thing  of  an  infidious  caft,  they  fhall 
be  fupprefled.  In  this  I  truft  I  fhall  not  offend  againit 
any  rule  of  right,  nor  the  ll:rl£le(l  propriet)^. 

The  letter  for  the  commifhoners  I  fhall  tranfmit  by  ths 
carlieil:  opportunity  :  hov/ever,  their  departure  from  Phila- 
delphia v/ill  prevent  their  getting  it  as  foon  as  they  other- 
wife  would  have  done.  I  cannot  fay  that  I  regret  the 
delay  :  for  there  is  no  knowing  to  what  ads  of  depreda- 
tion and  rain  their  dlfappointcd  ambition  might  have  led. 
And  permit  me  to  add  that  I  think  there  was  no  other 
criterion  for  Congrefs  to  go  by,  than  the  one  they  have 
adopted.  The  proceedings  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  April, 
it  is  probable,  have  reached  Britain  by  this  time,  and  will 
fhew  that  the  prefent  powers  of  the,  commlfKoners, — or  at 
leaft  thofe  we  are  obliged  to  fuppofe  them  to  poffefs, — are 
wholly  incompetent  to  any  valuable  endi 

I  have  appointed  general  Arnold  to  command  in  Phila- 
delphla,  as  the  ftate  of  his  wound  will  not  permit  his  fer- 
vices  in  a  more  adllve  line.  Colonel  Jackfon,  with  a 
detachment  of  troops,  Is  to  attend  him  :  and  I  iia,tter  my- 
felf  that  order  will  be  preferved,  and  the  feveral  purpofes 
anfwered,  expreffed  by  Congrefs  in  their  refolution  of  the 
fourth  inftant.  The  general  fet  out  this  evening,  and  I 
myfelf  fliall  move  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  at  five 
in  the  morning  to-morrow,. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,^c..  G.  W. 

P.  S.  By  this  conveyance  you  will  be  pleafed  to  re- 
ceive the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  refpeding  the. 
lofTes  of  the.  fprts  in  the  Highland s . 
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$IR,  HsaJ-^arters,  June  1%,1T]%.    . 

THE  baron  Steuben  will  have  the  honour  to  deliver 
you  this.  I  do  not  know  particularly  the  extent  of  his 
bufinefs  at  York  :  but,  from  what  he  has  communicated, 
it  is  in  part  to  get  the  duties  and  powers  of  his  appoint- 
ment minutely  defined  and  fettled.  I  inclofe  a  copy  of 
orders  on  the  fifteenth  inftant,  which  were  iffued  to  quiet 
the  minds  of  the  general  officers,  and  to  remove  a  fpirit  of 
jealoufy  which  but  too  apparently  was  rifing  among  them. 
Thefe  contain  my  ideas  of  the  principal  duties  of  the  in- 
fpe(flor's  office,  and,  I  have  reafon  to  think,  are  generally 
agreeable  to  the  army.  While  I  am  on  this  fubje<5fj 
I  mufl:  do  jaftlce  to  the  baron's  intelligence,  zeal,  and  in- 
defatigable induilry,  from  which  we  have  experienced  very 
happy  eftefts." 

The  inclofed  letter  I  tranfmit  at  the  re  que  ft  of  captain  ■ 
Gibbs  ;  and  1  wiih  to  recommend  him  to  the  confidera- 
tlon  of  Congrefs;  He  has  been  in  the  army  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  and  in  the  capacities  which  he 
mentions.  When  Congrefs  were  pleafed  to  honour  me 
with  the  appoiritment  of  officers  for  the  fixteen  additional 
battalions,  I  offered  to  make  fome  provifion  for  him  :  but 
this  he  declined,  preferring  to  remain  in  my  fimily. .  The 
guard  he  commanded  originally  con  filled  of  fifty  men  ; 
but,  (ince  the  arrivalof  baron  S'ccabcn,  it  has  been  aug- 
mented to  a  hundred  and  fifty.  He  advifed  that  there 
fhould  be  a  felec^  corps  of  this  number  to  receive  the  ma- 
noeuvres in  the  firft  inftance,  and  to  afl  as  a  model  to  the 
army  ;  and  propofed  that  it  Ihould  be  formed  of  the  old 
guard  company  and  draughts  from  the  line.  I  prefame, 
— if  it  ihould  be  Congrefs's  pleafare, — that  a  majority 
would  be  highly  agreeable  to  the  captain^  and  is  as  much 
as  he  expeds. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W,. 


5  ^  ^>  Ji^ne  70^  1778,  foirr  o'cloch,  P.  M^ 

I    HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  am  now 

advanced  with  the  main  body  of  the  army  vWthin  ten  miles 

Y2  of 
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of  Coryel's  ferry,  and  fliall  Halt  to  refrefh  the  troops,  and 
for  the  night,  as  the  weather  is  very  rainy.  General  Lee, 
with  the  fix  brigades  mentioned  in  my.  former  letter,  will 
reach  the  ferry  this  evening. 

My  laft  accounts  from  Jerfey  were  from  general  Dick- 
infon,  dated  yefterday  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Thefe  fay 
the  enemy  had  then  advanced  to  Eyreftown, ,  three  miles 
below  Mount-Holly,  and  were  bufily  engaged  in  repairing 
the  bridge  which  had  been  deikoyedi  General  Dickinfon 
adds  that  there  had  been  a  briilc  firing  for  fome  minutesr 
between  the  enemy  and  Maxwell's  brigade,  or  a  part  of 
it,  in  their  advance, — in  which  the  former,  according. to 
the  report  of  a  deferter,  had  feveral  killed.  He  further 
fays  the  militia  had  been  [_<^ppr}fed']-  of  their  approach, 
were  in  good  fpirits,  and  that  he  expected  to-day  to  be 
tolerably  (Irong.  I  have"  this  minute  written  him  by  ex- 
prefs,  requefting  him  to  acquaint  me  with  their  and  his 
own  fituation, — -what  number  of  men  he  has  already 
eolledled, — and  what  further  augmentations  he  expeds  to 
receive. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  Wp 


S  1  Ry  y^^^  7,1^— ^ien  miles  from  Coryets^ 

THIS  will  be  delivered  you  by  major  Wemp  who 
has  the  care  of  fom.e  warriors  from  the  Seneca  nation.  The 
inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  our  commiflioners  will  (hew 
that  they  are  come  to  obtain  the  releafe  of  Afiiarix,  anoth- 
er warrior,  who  was  taken  on  the  frontiers  of  Virginia.  I 
never  heard  of  the  circumftance  till  I  was  informed  of  it  a 
few  days  ago  by  a  letter  from  general  Schuyler.  As  the 
commiiTioners  have  confented  to  hi&  exchange,  and  advifed 
it,  I  have  ailured  them  it  was  agreeable  to  me  ;  and  I  mufl 
take  the  liberty  to  requeft  .that  Congrefs  will  order  it  to  be 
accomplifhed  as  foon  as  poffible. 

I  have  treated  them  with  civility,  but  declared  at  the 
fame  time,  in  anfwer  to  their  fpeeches  both  in  council  and 
as  warriors^ — if  they  do  not  immediately  ceafe  hoftilities, 
and  become  our  friends,  or  at  lead:  neutral, — that,  the  mo- 
ment we  are  clear  of  the  Britifh  army,  I  v/ill  turn  our  whole. 

force 
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force  againft  thi^m  and  the.  other  nations  at  war  with  us^.. 
and  cut  them  oit  to  a  man.  They  faw  the  main  body  of 
our  army  to  day  ;  which  circumiiancej  added  to  the  evac- 
uation of  Philadelphia,  and  the  prefents  I  wrote  general; 
Arnold  to. make  them,  with  other  inrtaoces  of  kindnefs,  I. 
trail>  will  have  a  happy  influence  on  the  adcions  and  difpo- 
(itions  of  their  nation  when  they  return. 

They  are  alfo  attended  by  a  few  of  our  Oneida  and  Tuf- 
carora  friends,  who  v/ere  thought  neceiTary  to  proceed 
with  the  truce.  They  had  difpatches  from  their  fachems 
for  the  immediate  return  of  fach  of  their  men  and  warriors 
as  were  here,  on  account  of  their  apprehenfions  of  hoftili- 
ties  by  the  Senecas,  &c.:  I  confented  to  the  meafure, 
and  directed  that  they  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  ample  and. 
fuitabl^  prefents,  if  they  could  be  obtained  previous  to  their 
departure.  The  army  is  in  march  ;  which  will  not  permit 
me  to  add  further  than  that  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8cc» 

G.  Wo. 


.  Si  R,  Head'!^u(irters^  near-  CorysVsy  yme  %'Z,  lyj^i,' 

1  HilVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  am  npw 
in  Jerfey,  and  that  the  troops  are  pafling  the  river  at  Cory- 
cPs,  and  are  moftly  over.  The  lated  intelligence  I  have 
had  refpecling  the  enemy  v/as  yefterday  from  general  Dick- 
infon.  He  fays  they  were  in  the  morning  at  Morefl-own 
and  Mount" Holly  ;  but  that  he.  had  not  been  able  to  learn 
what  route  they  would  purfue  from  thence  ;  nor,  was  it  eafy 
to  determine,  as  from  their  lituation  they  might  either  pro- 
ceed to  South-Amboy,  or  by  v/ay  of  Brunfvvic.  We  have 
been  a  gc od  deal  impeded  in  our  march  by  rainy  weather»^ 
As  foon  as  we  have  cleaned  the  arms,  and  can  get  matters 
in  train,  we  propofe  moving  towards  Princeton,  in  order 
to  avail  ourfelves  of  any  favourable  occaiions  that  may  pre- 
fent  themf^Ives,  of  attacking  or  annoying  the  enemy. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W» 

Engllfljtoivnf 
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EngliJhtoTjn^  Jix  miUs  from   Monmouth^   J  una  28,   I77S,.- 
S'-I  R,  half  after  eleven,  A,  M, 

I  WAS  duly  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the  twen- 
tieth inftant,  with  the  report  to  which  it  referred,  and  truft 
ray  fituation  v/ill  apologize  for  my  not  anfwering  it  before. 

I  am  now  here  with  the  main  body  of  the  army,  and 
preffing  hard  to  come  up  with  th:e  enemjr.  They  encamp- 
ed yederday  at  Monmouth  court- ho ufe,  having  almoft  the 
whole  of  their  front,  particularly  their  left  v/ing,  fecured  by 
a  marfli  and  thick  wood,  and  their  rear  by  a  diffrcult  defile,  ■ 
from  whence  they  moved  very  early  this  morning.  Our 
advance,  from  the  rainy  weather,  and  the  intenfe  heat  when 
it  was  fair,  (though  thefe  may  have  been  equally  difadvan- 
tageous  to  them)  has  been  greatly  delayed.  Several  of  our 
men  have  fallen  iick  from  thef^  caufes  ;  and  a  few  unfor- 
tunately have  fainted,  and  died  in  a  little  time  after. 

We  have  a  feledl  and  (Irong  detachment  more  forwards-, 
under  the  command  of  major- gen v^ral  Lee,  with  orders  to 
attack  their  rear  if  poflible.  Whether  the  -detachment  will 
be  able  to  come  up  with  it,  is  a  matter  of  quefHon,  efpecial- 
ly  before  they  get  into  ftrong  grounds.  Befides  this,  Mor- 
gan, with  his  ■  corps,  and  fame  bodies  of  militia,  are  on 
their  flanks. 

I  cannot  determine  yet  at  what  place  they  intdnd  to  em- 
bark.     Some  think  they  will  pu(h  for  Sandy-Hook,  whilft 
others  fuppofe  they  mean  to  go  to  Shoal- harbour.     The ' 
latter  opinion  feems  to  be  founded  In  the  greater  probabil- 
ity, as,  from  intelligence,  feveral  veiTels  and  craft  are  lying  ; 
off  that 'place.' 

We  have  made  a  few  prifoners  ;  and  they  have  loft  a 
good  many  men  by  defertion.  I  cannot  afcertain  their 
number,  as  they  came  in  to  our  advanced  parties,  and 
pufbed  im.iDediately  into  the  country.  I  think  live  or  fix 
hundred  is  the  lead  number  that  have  come  in,  in  the 
wilole.     They  are  chiefly  foreigners. 

Iihave  the  honour  to-be,  6cc.  G.  Wo 

Fields 
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Fields  near  Monmouth  Cenrt-Houfe,  June  i^,  1772' 
SIR, 

I  HilVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that,  about 
feven  o'clock  yefterday  morning,  both  armies  advanced  on 
each  other.  About  twelve,  they  met  on  the  grounds  neaiP 
Monmouth  court-houfe,  when  an  adtion  commenced^  We 
forced  the  enemy  from  the  field,  and  encamped  on  the 
ground.  They  took  a  ftrong  port  in  our  front,  fecured  og 
both  iianks  by  moralTcs  and  thick  woods,  where  they  re- 
mained till  about  twelve  at  nioht,  and  then  retreated.  I 
cannot  at  this  time  go  into  a  detail  of  matters  :  when  oj)- 
portunity  will  permit,  I  fliall  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting 
Congrefs  a  more  particular  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  'day. 

I.  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W.  ^ 


SIR,  Bnglijlto'wn,  July  1,1770. 

I  EMBRACE  this  firft  moment  of  leifure  to  give 
Congrefs  a  more  fuil  and  particular  account  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  army  under  my  command  (ince  its  palling  the 
Delaware,  than  the  fituation  of  our  affiiirs  w^ould  heretofore 
permit. 

I  had  the  honour  to  advife  them,  that,  on  the  appearances 
of  the  enemy's  intention  to  march  through  jerfey  be- 
coming ferlous,  I  had  detached  general  Maxwell's  brigade 
in  conjunction  with  the  militia  of  that  State  to  interrupt  and 
impede  their  progrefs  by  every  obf}:ru6lion  in  their  power, 
fo  as  to  give  time  to  the  army  under  my  command  to  come 
up  with  them,  and  take  advantage  of  any  favourable  cir- 
Ciimftances  that  might  prefent  themfelvcs.  The  army  hav- 
ing proceeded  to  Coryel's  ferry  and  croiied  the  Delaware 
at  that  place,  I  immediately  detached  colonel  Morgan  with 
a  feled  corps  of  fix  hundred  men  to  reinforce  general  Max- 
well,^ and  marched  with  the  main  body  towards  Princeton. 

The  flow  advance  of  the  enemy  had  greatly  the  air  of  de- 
fign,  and  led  me,  wdth  others,  to  fufped  that  general  Clin- 
ton, defirous  of  a  general  adion,  was  endeavouring  to  draw 
-US  down  into  the  lower  country,  .in  order,  by  a  rapid  move- 
ments^ 
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ment,  to  gain  our  right,  and  take  poiTeffion  of  the  ftrong 
grounds  above  us.  This  confideration,  and  to  give  the 
troops  time  to  repofe  and  refrefn  themfelves  from  the  fa* 
tigues  they  had  experienced  from  rainy  and  excelHve  hot 
weather,  determined  me  to  halt  at  Hopewell  townfhip 
about  five  miles  from  Princeton,  where  we  remained  till 
the  morning  of  the  twenty- fifth. 

On  the  preceding  day  I  made  a  fecond  detachment  of 
fifteen  hundred  chofen  troops  under  brigadier-general  Scott, 
to  reinforce  thofe  already  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy,  the 
more  effedtually  to  annoy  and  delay  their  march.  The 
next  day  the  army  moved  to  Kingfton  ;  and,  having  receiv- 
,.ed  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  profecuting  their  route 
towards  Monmouth  court-houie,  I  difpatched  a  thoufand 
feledt  men  under  brigadier-general  Wayne,  and  fent  the 
marquis  De  la  Fayette  to  take  the  command  of  the  whole 
advanced  corps,  includingMaxwelPs  brigade  and  Morgan's 
light  infantry,  with  orders  to  take  the  firft  fair  opportunity 
of  attacking  the  enemy's  rear. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  da}^,  the  whole  army  march- 
ed from  Kingfton,  where  our  baggage  was  left,  with  inten- 
tion to  preferve  a  proper  diftance  for  fupporting  the  advanc- 
ed corpsj  and  arrived  at  Cranberry  early  the  next  morning. 
The  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  a  heavy  ftorm  un- 
luckily coming  on,  made  it  impoflible  to  refume  our  march 
that  day  without  great  inconvenience  and  injury  to  the 
troops.  Our  advanced  corps,  being  differently  cirUim- 
ftanced,  moved  from  the  poiitiou  it  had  held  the  night  be- 
fore, and  took  pofl:  in  the  evening  on  the  Monmouth  road^ 
about  five  miles  from  the  enemy's  rear,  in  €Xpe(5]:ation  of 
attacking  them  next  morning  on  their  march.  The  main, 
body  having  remained  at  Cranberry,  the  advanced  corps 
was  found  to  be  too  remote-,  and  too  far  upon  the  right,  to 
be  fupported,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  either  upon  or  froiii  the 
enemy  ;  which  induced  me  to  fend  orders  to  the  marquis 
to  file  OiF  by  his  left  towards  Engliiiitown,  v/hich  he 
accordingly  executed  early  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
feventh. 

The  enemy,  in  marching  from  Allentown,  had  changed 
their  difpofition,  and  placed  their  beft  troops  in  the  rear, 
confiding  of  ^all  the  erenadiers;  light  iafantry,  and  chaffeurs 

of: 
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of  the  line.  This  alteration  made  it  neceffary  to  increafe 
the  number  of  our  advanced  corps  ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  I  detached  major-general  Lee  with  two  brigades 
to  join  the  marquis  at  EngHfhtown,  on  whom  of  courfe  the 
command  of  the  whole  devolved,  amounting  to  about  five 
thoufand  men.  The  main  body  marched  the  fame  day, 
and  encamped  within  three  miles  of  that  place.  Mor- 
gan's corps  was  left  hovering  on  the  enem.y's  right  flank  ; 
and  the  Jerfey  militia,  amounting  at  this  time  to  about 
feven  or  eight  hundred  men,  under  general  Dickinfon,  on 
their  left. 

The  enemy  wer^  now  encamped  in  a  flrong  pofition, 
with  their  right  extending  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond 
the  court-houfe  in  the  parting  of  the  roads  leading  to 
Shrewftury  and  Middletown,  and  their  left  along  the  road 
from  Allentown  to  Monmouth,  about  three  miles  on  this 
fide  the  court-houfe.  Their  right  flank  lay  on  the  flcirt  of 
a  fmall  wood,  while  their  left  was  fecured  by  a  very  thick 
one, — a  morafs  running  towards  their  rear,  and  their  whole 
front  covered  by  a  wood,  and,  for  a  confiderable  extent 
towards  the  left,  with  a  morafs.  In  this  fituation  they 
halted  till  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth. 

Matters  being  thus  fituated, — and  having  had  the  >beft 
information,  that,  if  the  enemy  were  once  arrived  at  the 
heights  of  Middletown,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  where 
they  were,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  attempt  any  thing 
againfi:  them  with  a  profpe<5t  of  fuccefs, — -I  determined 
to  attack  their  rear  the  moment  they  fliould  get  in  motion 
from  their  prefent  ground.  I  communicated  my  intention 
to  general  Lee,  and  ordered  him  to  make  his  difpofition 
for  the  attack,  and  to  keep  his  troops  condantly  lying  upon 
their  arms,  to  be  in  readinefs  at  the  fliortefi:  notice.  This 
was  done  with  refped  to  the  troops  under  my  immediate 
command. 

About  five  in  the  morning,  general  Dickinfon  fent  aa 
exprefs  informing  that  the  front  of  the  enemy  had  begun 
their  march.  I  inflantly  put  the  army  in  motion,  and 
fent  orders  by  one  of  my  aides  to  general  Lee  to  move 
on  and  attack  them  unlefs  there  fliould  be  very  powerful 
reafons  to  the  contrary — acquainting  him  at  the  fame  time, 
that  I   was  marching  to  fupport   him,    and,  for   doing    it 

with 


276        GENERAL    WASHINGTON'S 

^ith  the  greater  expedition  and  convenience,  fhould  make 
the  men  difencumber  themfehes  of  their  packs  and  blankets. 

After  marching  about  five  miles,  to  my  great  furprife 
rand  mortification,  I  met  the  whole  advanced  corps  retreat- 
ing,-— and,  as  I  was  told,  by  general  Lee's  orders, — with- 
out having  made  any  oppofition,  except  one  fire,  given  by 
a  party  under  the  command  of  colonel  Butler,  on  their 
being  charged  by  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  were  repulfed. 
I  proceeded  immediately  to  the  rear  of  the  corps,  v/hich  1 
found  clofely  preiTed  by  the  enerny,  and  gave  diredions 
.for  forming  part  of  the  retreating  troops,  v/ho,  by  the  brave 
and  fpirited  condud  of  the  oliicers,  aided  by  fome  pieces 
of  well-ferved  artillery,  checked  the  enemy's  advance,  and 
gave  time  to  make  a  difpofition  of  the  left  wing  and  fecond 
line  of  the  army  upon  an  eminence,  and  in  a  wood  a  little 
in  the  rear  covered  by  a  morafs  in  front.  On  this  were 
placed  fome  batteries  of  cannon  by  lord  Stirling  who  com- 
manded the  left  v/ing,  v/hich  played  upon  the  enemy  with 
.great  efrecc,  and,  feconded  by  parties  of  infantry  detached 
to  oppofe  them.,  effeclually  put  a  ftop  to  their  advance. 

General  Lee  being  detached  with  the  advanced  corps, 
the  command  of  the  right  wing,  for  the  occafion,  vi^as  giv- 
en to  general  Greene.  For  the  expedition  of  the  march, 
and  to  counteradl:  any  attempt  to  turn  our  right,  I  had  or- 
dered him  to  file  off  by  the  new  church,  two  miles  from 
Englillitown,  and  fall  into  the  Monmouth  road,  a  fmall 
didance  in  the  rear  of  the  court-houfe,  while  the  reft  of 
the  column  moved  direftly  on  towards  the  court-houfe. 
On  intelligence  of  the  retreat,  he  marched  up  and  took  a 
Very  advantageous  poiition  on  the  right. 

The  enemy,  by  this  time,  finding  themfelves  warmly 
oppofed  in  front,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  our  left  flank  : 
but  they  were  bravely  repulfed  and  driven  back  by  detach- 
ed parties  of  infantr}^  They  alfo  made  a  movement  to 
our  right  with  as  little  faccefs,  general  Greene  having  ad- 
vanced a  body  of  troops  with  artillery  to  a  commanding 
piece  of  ground  ;  which  not  only  difappointed  their  defign 
of  turning  our  right,  but  feverely  enfiladed  thofe  in  front  of 
the  left  wing.  In  addition  to  this,  general  Wayne  advan- 
ced with  a  body  of  troops,  and  kept  up  fo  fevere  and  well* 

<iire<^4 
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^ite(3;ed  a  fire,  that  the  enemy  were  foon  compelled  to  re- 
tire behind  the  deiile  where  the  firil  ftand  in  the  beginning 
of  the  adtion  had  been  made. 

In  this  fituation  the  enemy  had  both  their  flanks  fecured 
by  thick  woods  and  morafles,  while  their  front  could  only 
be  approached  through  a  narrow  pafs.  I  refoived  never- 
thelefs  to  attack  them  ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  ordered 
general  Poor,  with  his  own  and  the  Carolina  brigade,  to 
move  round  upon  their  right,  and  general  Woodford  upon 
their  left,  and  the  artillery  to  gall  them  in  front.  But  the 
impediments  in  their  way  prevented  their  getting  within 
reach  before  it  was  dark.  They  remained  upon  the  ground 
they  had  been  directed  to  occupy  during  the  night,  with 
intention  to  begin  the  attack  early  the  next  morning  ;  and 
the  army  continued  lying  upon  their  arms  in  the  {icld  of 
adion  to  be  in  readinefs  to  fappott  them. 

In  the  mean  time  the  enemy  were  emplo^red  in  remov- 
ing their  wGunded,-^and  about  twelve  o'clock,  at  night 
marched  away  in'  fuch  filence,  that,  though  general  Poor 
lay  extremely  near  them,  they  effected  their  retreat  without 
his  knowledge.  They  carried  off  all  their  wounded,  ex- 
cept four  oihcers  and  about  forty  privates  whofe  wounds 
were  too  dangerous  to  permit  their  removal. 

The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fatigue  of  the 
men  from  their  march  through  a  deep  fandy  country  al- 
mod:  entirely  deftitutc  of  W2.ter,  and  the  diflance  the  ene- 
my had  gained,  by  marching  in  the  night,  made  a  purfuit 
impradicable  and  fruitlefs  :  it  would  have  anfwered  no 
valuable  purpofe,  and  would  have  been  fatal  to  numbers 
of  our  men,  feveral  of  whom  died  the  preceding  day  with 
heat. 

Were  I  to  conclude  my  account  of  this  day's  tranflic- 
tions  without  exprefling  my  obligations  to  the  officers  of 
the  army  in  general,  I  fliould  do  injuflice  to  their  merit, 
and  violence  to  my  own  feelings.  They  feemed  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  manifefting  their  zeal  and  bravery. 
The  catalogue  of  thofe  who  dilHnguIfhed  themfelves  Is  too 
long  to  admit  of  particularizing  individuals.  I  cannot, 
however,  forbear  mentioning  brigadier-general  Wayne, 
whofe  good  con  dud  and  bravery  through  the  whole  adion 
deferves  particular  commendation. 
Vql.  II.  Z  -  The 
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The  behaviour  of  the  troops  in  general,  after  they  re- 
covered from  the  iirft  furprife  occafioned  by  the  retreat  of 
the  advanced  corps,  was  fuch  as  could  not  be  furpaffed. 
All  the  artillery,  both  officers  and  men,  that  were  engag- 
ed, diftinguifhed  themfelves  in  a  remarkable  manner. 

Inclofed,  Congrefs  will  be  pleafed  to  receive  a  return 
of  our  killed,  wounded,  and  miffing.  Among  the  firii 
were  lieutenant-colonel  Bunner  of  Pennfylvania,  and  major 
Dickinfon  of  Virginia,  both  officers  of  diftlnguiflied  merit, 
and  much  to  be  regretted.  The  enemy's  flain^  left  on  the 
field,  and  buried  by  us,  according  to  the  return  of  the  per- 
fons  affigned  to  that  duty,  were  four  officers  and  two  hun* 
dred  and  forty-five  privates.  In  the  former  number  was 
the  honourable  colonel  Monckton.  Excliifive  of  thefe, 
tney  buried  fome  themfelves,  as  there  were  fcveral  new 
graves  near  the  field  of  battle.  How  many  m,en  they  may 
Wave  had  wounded,  cannot  be  determined  :  but,  from  the 
ufual  proportion,  the  number  miift  have  been  confiderabie. 
There  were  a  few  prifoners  taken. 

The  peculiar  fituation  of  general  Lee  at  this  tiiipe  re- 
quires that  I  fliould  fay  nothing  of  his  condud.  He  is 
now  in  arrefl:.  The  charges  againil  him,  with  fuch  fen- 
tence  as  the  court-martial  may  decree  in  his  cafe,  fhall  be 
tranfmitted  for  the  approbation  or  difapprobation  of  Con- 
grefs, as  foon  as  it  (hail  be  paiTed. 

Being  fully  convinced  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  country 
that  the  enemy  cannot  be  hurt  or  injured  in  their  embark- 
ation at  Sandy-Hook,  the  place  to  which  they  are  going, 
— -and  unv/illing  to  get  too  far  removed  from  the  North- 
river,— I  put  the  troops  in  motion  early  this  morning,  and 
fhaH  proceed  that  way^  leaving  the  Jerfey  brigade,  Mor- 
gan's corps,  and  other  light  parties  (the  militia  being  all 
difmlffed)  to  hover  about  them,  to  countenance  defertion, 
and  to  prevent  their  depredations  as  far  as  poffible.  After 
they  embark,  the  former  will  take  poii  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Elizabethtown,  the  latter  rejoin  the  corps  from 
Y/hich  they  were  detached. 

J  have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  G.  W. 


Cam^f 
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SIR,  Campi  near  Brmtftvic,  yuly  7,  177^^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  mform  you,  that,  on  Sun- 
day morning,  the  left  wing  of  the  army  moved  towards 
•  the  North-river  ;  the  right  followed  yeflerday  ;  and  the 
fecond  line,  which  forms  the  rear  divifion,  is  alfo  now  in 
motion.  1  fliall  advance  as  fad:  as  I  can  confidently  with 
the  circumftances  of  the  weather  and  the  health  of  thc^ 
troops. 

The  enemy,  from  the  advices  of  our  parties  of  obferva- 
tion,  were  nearly  if  not  all  embarked  yefterday.  They 
have  continued  to  defert  upon  all  occafions. 

I  fhould  be  extremely  happy  if  the  committee  appointed 
to  arrange  the  army  would  repair  to  it  as  foon  as  poffible. 
Congrefs  can  form  no  adequate  idea  of  the  difcontents 
prevailing  on  account  of  the  unfettled  ftate  of  rank,  and- 
the  uncertainty  in  which  officers  are  as  to  their  future  fit« 
uation.  The  variety  of  hands  in  which  the  pov/er  of  grant- 
ing of  commiilions  and  filling  up  vacancies  is  lodged, — and 
other  circumftances,: — have  occaiioned  frequent  inftances 
©f  3^ounger  oiFicers  commanding  their  feniors,  from  the  for- 
mer having  received  their  commiilions,  and  the  latter  noty 
—and  thefe,  not  only  in  the  line  of  the  army  at  large,  but 
in  their  own  brigades,  and  even  in  their  own  regiments. 
This,  it  will  be  readily  conceived^  is  neceiTarily  produdtive 
©f  much  confufion,  altercation  and  complaint,  and  requires 
the  fpeedieft  remedy. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  G.  Wi 

P.  S.  By  accounts  from  Monmouth,  more  of  the  ene- 
my's dead  have  been  found.  It  is  faid  the  number  buried 
by  us  and  the  inhabitants  exceeds  three  hundred. 


I 

PS  1  R,  Camp  J  at  faramtts^  Juty  r«,  1 7  76. 

r  ON  Friday  evening,  1  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  letter  of  the  feventh  inftant,  with  its  inclofures.  The 
tote  of  approbation  and  thanks,  which  Congrefs  have  been 
pleafed  to  honour  me  with,  gives  me  the  higheft  fatisfac- 
tion,  and  at  the  fame  time  demands  a  return  of  my  fincereft 
acknowledgments.      The  other  refolution  I  eommunicat- 

ed 
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cd  with  great  pleafure  to  the  army  at  large  in  yefterday's^ 
orders. 

The  left  wing  of  the  army,  which  advanced  yefterday 
four  miles  beyond  this,  moved  this  morning  on  the  route 
towards  King's-ferry.  The  right,  and  fecond  line,  which 
makes  the  i aft  divifion,  are  now  here,  where  they  will  halt 
for  a  day  or  two, — or  perhaps  longer,  if  no  circumftances 
of  a  prelTmg  nature  caft  up, — in  order  to  refrefh  themfelvee 
from  the  great  fatigues  they  have  fuffered  from  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  weather. 

We  have  had  it  reported  for  tv/o  or  three  days  through 
feveral  channels  from  New- York,  that  there  is  a  French 
^eet  on  the  coaft  :  and  it  is  added  that  the  enemy  have 
been  manning  with  the  utmoft  difpatch  feveral  of  their 
fliips  of  v/ar  which  were  there,  and  have  puihed  them  out 
to  fea.  Hov/  far  thefe  fa^ts  are  true^  1  cannot  determine  : 
but  I  {hould  think  it  of  infinite  importance  to  afcertain  the 
firft,  if  poffible,  by  fending  out  fwift-failing  cruifers.  The 
moft  interefting  advantages  might  follov/  the  information. 
I  will  try,  by  every  pradticable  means  that  I  can  devifc, 
to  obtain  an  accurate  account  of  the  enemy's  fleet  at  New- 
York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cCo,  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Camp,  FaramuSi  July  I4,  I77S, 

I  HAD  the  honour  yefterday  evening  of  receiving 
your  very  important  favour  of  the  tenth  inftant.  Colonel 
Laurens,  one  of  my  aides,  will  fet  out  this  morning  with 
a  letter  to  the  French  admiral,  the  count  D'Eftaing,  ia- 
clofing  a  copy  of  yours,  and  fuch  other  inforft)ation  as  1 
have  been  able  to  colled:.  Its  further  purpofe  is  for  the 
eftablifhing  a  convention  of  lignals  in  cafe  of  co-operation, 
or  to  convey  him  fuch  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  naval 
force  and  pofition,  as  may  from  time  to  time  come  under 
®ur  cognizance. 

It  appears  by  intelligence  of  to-day  that  the  count  D'Et 
taing  is  oif  or  near  Sandy-Hook,  having  already  feized 
feveral  fiihing-boats  on  the  Banks,  in  order  to  procure  iaj- 
formation  and  pilots. 

The 
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The  army  is  m  motton,  and  will  crofs  the  North-river 
with  all  convenient  difpatch,  where  1  fhall  purfue  fuch 
meafures  as  may  appear  befl  calculated  for  improving  the 
prefent  conjundure. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W» 


S  I  R,  Camff,  near  Wl)He' Plains^  July  22,  1 7 78. 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  you  on  the 
fourteenth,  I  have  been  favoured  with  your  letters  of  the 
eleventh  and  feventeenth,  with  their  refpedtive  inclofures. 
The  next  morning  after  the  receipt  of  the  former  which 
came  to  hand  on  the  feventeenth,- 1  difpatched  lieutenant* 
colonel  Hamilton,  another  of  my  aides,  with  the  befl  pi- 
lots and  the  moft  fldlful  mafters  of  fhips  I  could  procure, 
to  admiral  count  D'Eftaing,  to  converle  with  hira  more 
fully  on  the  fubjedt  of  his  operations,  than  I  was  able  to 
diredl  lieutenant-colonel  Laurens  to  do  for  want  of  the 
information  which  I .  afterwards  obtained  from  major 
Chouin,  and  a  knowledge  in  feveral  other  points  befides. 

On  Sunday  night  Mr.  Laurens  returned  y  and  I  found 
by  him  that  it  was  the  count's  firft  wifh  to  enter  at  Sandy- 
Hook,  in  order  to  poffefs  himfelf  of,  or  to  deftroy,  if  pot 
fible,  the  whole  of  the  Britifli  fleet  lying  in  the  bay  of 
New- York  ;  and  that,  for  this  purpofe,  he  had  been  much 
engaged  in  his  inquiries  about  the  depth  of  water,  and  in 
founding  the  channel  to  afcertain  it  ;  the  refuit  of  which 
was,  that  the  water,  from  the  experiments  made,  was  toa* 
fliallow  at  the  entrance  to  admit  his  large  fhips, — or,  if  they 
could  be  got  in,  it  appeared  tliat  it  would  not  be  without  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty  and  rifk.  After  this  difappointment, 
the  next  important  objedi:  which  feemed  to  prefent  itfelf 
was  an  attempt  againfl  Rhode-lfland,  which  the  count  in- 
clined to  make  (unlefs  I  fliould  advife  the  contrary)  as  foon 
as  the  Chimere  frigate,  which  had  carried  his  excellency 
monfieur  Girard  into  the  Delaware,  (hould  rejoin  him. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  who  was  well  informed  of 

our  fituation  and  of  my  fentiments  on  every  point,  was  in- 

ftrudted  to  give  the  admiral  a  full  and  accurate  fl:ate  of 

fa(5ls,  and  to  acquaint  him  what  aid  and  how  far  we  could 

Z  2  co-operate 
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co-operate  with  him  in  cafe  of  an  attempt  either  againft 
New- York  or  Rhode-Ifland  5  and  alfo  to  obtain  his  idea^ 
of  the  plan  and  fyftem  which  he  might  think  ought  to  be 
purfued,  and  to  agree  with  him  on  certain  fignals. 

Previous  to  my  difpatchiog  Mr.  Hamilton,,  from  the  in- 
formation I  received  on  my  inquiries  refpedling  the  navi- 
gation at  the  Hook,  I  was  led  to  fufpe<5t  (however  inter- 
efling  and  defirable  the  deftrudlion  or  capture  of  the  Britifh 
fleet  might  be)  that  it  was  not  fufficient  to  introduce  the 
count's  {hips.  Under  this  apprehenllon,  I  wrote  general 
Sullivan  on  the  feventeenth  by  exprefs,  that  an  expedition 
might  take  place  in  a  fhort  time  againft  Rhode-Ifland^  and 
urged  him  at  the  fame  time  to  apply  to  the  States  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  Rhode-lfland  and  Connedlicut,  for  as  many  merj 
as  would  augment  his  force  to  five  thoufand,  and  alfo  to 
make  every  poflible  preparation  of  boats,  provifion,  pilots^ 
Sec.  as  if  the  event  was  fixed  and  certain. 

From  this  time  till  about  twelve  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the 
troops  continued  paffing  the  river,  when  1  crofTed  with  the 
laft  divifion.  On  Monday  afternoon  I  arrived  at  this 
place,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  v/hich,  the  right  and  left 
wing  encamped  that  night,  with  the  fecond  line  a  few 
miles  in  their  rear.  And  here  I  am  happy  to  add  that 
their  pafFage  acrofs  the  river  was  efFeded  without  any  ac- 
cident,, or  without  any  more  delay  than  necefFarily  attend- 
ed the  work. 

Being  perfuaded  now,  from  the  converfation  which  I 
have  had  with  feveral  pilots  and  mailers  of  veflels,  of  char- 
ader,  as  well  as  from  the  accounts  of  other  gentlemen,  and 
colonel  Laurens's  report  on  his  return,  that  the  paffing  of 
the  count's  (liips  by  the  Hook  would  be  extremely  preca- 
rious, if  not  impracticable, — I  determined  yefterday  (which-, 
was  as  foon  as  it  could  be  done)  without  waiting  for  fur- 
ther  intelligence  upon  the  fubjed:,  to  put  two  brigades  un- 
der marching  orders.  They  accordingly  marched  this 
morning  at  two  o'clock,  for  Rhode-Ifiand,  under  the  par- 
ticular  command  of  generals  Varnum  and  Glover  refped- 
ively,  and  both  under  the  diredion,  for  the  prefent,  of  the 
marquis  De  la  Fayette.  A  v/ater  conveyance  was  thought 
of  and  wifhed  for  the  eafe  of  the  troops^  :  but,  on  confid^ 
eration  of  all  circumftances,  iuch  as  the  difficiilty  of  pro- 
viding 
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Tiding  vefFels,  the  change  and  precarioufnefs  of  the  winds> 
the  riil^  from  the  enemy's  fklps,  Sec.  their  route  by  land 
v/as  deemed  by  far  the  more  eligible.  The  force  with 
general  Sullivari,  from  the  bed  and  lateft  advice  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  is  about  three  thoufand.  A  detach- 
ment under  colonel  Jackfon  will  fellow  Varnum's  and 
Glover's  brigrades. 

The  inclofed  papers,  N°  i,  refpeifling  eight  perions  fent! 
from  Bennington,  and  ordered  into  the  enemy's  lines,  came 
to  hand  yefterday.  About  the  fame  time  I  received  a 
letter  from  governor  Clinton,  containing  a  petition  by  the 
prlfoners,  and  a  letter  from  the  committee  of  Albany,  ali 
remonftrating  againft  the  proceeding*  As  this  is  a  matter 
in  which  I  have  no  authority  to  ad,  nor  in  which  I  woij^ld 
wifh  to  intermeddle,  I  take  the  liberty  of  referring  it  to 
Congrefs,  that  they.may  decide  upon  it.  The  prifonerg 
are  at  Well-Pcintj  and  ordered  to  be  detained  there  for 
the  prefent. 

I  would  alio  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  to  Con- 
grefs a  letter  from  captain  Gibbs,  and  of  recommending 
him  to  their  Goniideration.  His  letter  was  to  have^  been 
fent  by  th€  baron  Steuben  before  we  marched  from  Valley- 
Forge  :  but  his  declining  to  go  to  Yorktown  at  that  time, 
and  our  move  through  the  Jerfeys,  delayed  its  being  done; 
The  captain  bus  been  in  the  army  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  and  in  the  capacities  which  he  mentions. 
When  Congrefs  were  pleafed  to  honour  me  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  officers  for  the  fixteen  additional  battalions, 
I  oifered  to  make  fome  provision  for  him  :  but  this  he  de- 
clined, preferring  to  remain  in  my  family.  The  guard  he 
originally  commanded  eonfifted  of  fifty  men  ;  but,  fince 
the  arrival  of  baron  Steuben,  it  has  been  augmented  to  a 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  baron  advifed  that  there  fhould 
be  a  feledl  corps  of  this  num.ber  to  receive  the  manoeuvres 
in  the  firft  inftance,  and  to  ad  as  a  model  to  the  army  ; 
and  propofed  that  it  fhould  be  formed  of  the  old  guard 
company,  and  draughts  from  thxe  line.  I  prefume,  if  it 
fhould  be  Congrefs's  pleafure,  a  majority  would  be  highly 
acceptable  to  the  captain,  and  that  it  is  as  much  as  he 
expects. 

Eleven  o\lochy  P.  M,  I  this  moment  received  a  letter 
-from  colonel  Hamilton  who  is  on  hi-s  return  to  the  army, 
I  dated 
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dated  the  twentieth  at  Black-Point.  He  informs  that  the 
count  D'Eftaing.  would  fail  the  next  evening  for  Rhode- 
Ifland,  being  convinced  from  a6lual  foundings  that  he 
eould  not  enter  his  (hips.  He  was  anxioufly  waiting  the 
arrival  of  the  Chimere,  but,  at  all  events,  meant  to  fail  at 
the  time  he  mentions.  The  admiral  has  agreed  on  fignals 
with  Mr.  Hamilton.  Immediately  after  this  letter  came 
to  hand,  my  aide,  Mr,  JLaurens,  fet  out  for  Providence, 
having  many  things  to  communicate  to  general  Sullivaa 
upon  the  fubjed:  of  his  co-operation,  v/hich  neither  time 
nor  propriety  would  fuffer  me  to  commit  to  paper.  Gen- 
eral Sullivan  is  direded  not  to  confine  the  number  of  his 
troops  to  five  thoufand,  but  to  augment  it,  if  he  fhall  judge 
it  neceffary  to  infure  his  fuccefs. 

I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Laurens,  that  the  count  D*Ef- 
taing^s  magazine  of  bread  is  not  fo  large  as  we  could  wifh,< 
and  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  weeks  he  will  be  in  want» 
This  circumftance  I  thought  it  right  to  mention  :  and  I 
fliould  fuppofe  that  any  quantity  of  bifcuit  may  be  provided 
in  a  little  time  at  Philadelphia. 

The  inclofures,  N®'  2,  are  copies  of  three  letters  from 
myfelf  to  the  admiral.  I  flatter  myfelf  the  prefent  of  flock,, 
which  I  direded  for  him,  on  his  firft  arrival,  in  behalf  of 
the  States,  will  be  approved  by  Congrefs. 

The  accounts  from  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Tryon  coun- 
ty are  diftrefnng.  The  fpirit  of  the  favages  feems  to  be^ 
roufed,  and  they  appear  determined  on  mifchief  and  havoc 
in  every  quarter.  By  a  letter  from  governor  Clinton,  of 
the  twenty-firft,  they  have  deflroyed  Springfield  and  An- 
dreas town,  and  are  marching  towards  the  fettlements  on. 
the  weft  branch  of  the  Delaware,  Thel^  incurfions  are 
extremely  embarraffing  to  our  other  affairs,  and  I  think 
will  juftify  a  conclufion  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  intention^ 
was  to  operate  up  the  North-river.^  Whether  it  may  have 
changed  with  circumftances,  cannot  be  determined. 

I  have  detached  the  fourth  Pennfylvania  regiment  and 
the  remains  of  Morgan's  corps,  under  lieutenant-colonel 
Butler,  and  alfo  colonel  Graham  with  a  York  State  regi* 
ment,  to  co-operate  with  the  mlHtia,  and  to  check  the  In- 
dians, if  pofTible.  Colonel  Butler  is  an  enterprifing  good 
©fScer,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  favage  mode  of  war- 
fare i 
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fare  :  and  I  am  perfuaded  whatever   comes  within  th-c 
eompafs  of  his  force  and  abilities,  will  be  done, 

I.  ha^e  the.  honour  to  be,.  &c.-  G.  W.^ 


Head- garters,  White- Flams,  July  %6,  1JJ%> 
SIR, 

THE  baron  De  Steuben  will  have  the  honour  of 
delivering  you  this.  I  am  extremely  forry  that  this  gen- 
tleman^s  fituation  and  views  feem  to  have  determined  him 
to  quit  the  fervice,  in  v/hich.  he  has  been  heretofore  and  is 
capable  ftill  of  being  extenfi vely  ufeful.  Some  difcontents, 
which  arofe  among  the  officers  on  account  of  the  powers 
with  which  the  office  v/as  at  £rft  vefted,  induced  me  to  ar- 
range the  duties  of  it  upon  a  plan  different  from  that  on- 
which  it  began.  The  moving  ftate  of  the  army  has  for 
fome  time  pad,  in  a  great  degree,  fufpended  the  exercife 
of  the  infpedorate.  When  the  troops  marched  from  Brunf- 
wic,  the  fcarcity  of  general  officers, — mod:  of  them  being 
engaged  with  the  court-martial  either  as  members  or  wit- 
nefTes, — occafiooed  my  giving  the  baron  a  temporary  coii> 
mand  of  a  divifion  during  the  march*  On  our  arrival 
near  our  prefent  encampment,  I  intended  he  iliould  relin- 
quifh  this  charge,  and  refume  his  former  office,  for  which 
purpofe  a  general  order  was  a<:cordingly  iffued.  But  I 
find  that  he  is  entirely  diGnclined  to  the  meafure^  and  re- 
folves  not  to  continue  in  the  fervice  unle&  he  can.  hold  aa 
adluai  command  in  the  line., 

Juftice  concurring  with  inclination  con  drains  me  to  tefti- 
fy,  that  the  baron  has  in  every  inftance  difcharged  the  fev- 
eral  trufts  repofed  in  him  with  great  zeal  and  ability,  fo  as 
to  give  him  the  fullefl  title  to  my  eReem,  as  a  brave,  inde.- 
ffitigable,  judicious  and  experienced  officer.  I  regret  there 
fliould  be  a  neceffity  that  his  fervices  (hould  be  loft  to  the 
army :  at  the  fame  time  I  think  it  my  duty  explicitly  to 
obferve  to  Congrefs,  that  his  defire  of  having  an  adlual  and 
permanent  command  in  the  line  cannot  be  complied  with, 
without  wounding  the  feelings  of  a  number  of  officers  whoft 
rank  and  merits  give  them  every  claim  to  attention  ;  and 
that,  the  doing  it  would  be  produdive  of  much  dliTatlsfac- 
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tion  and  extenfive  ill  confequenees.  This  does  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  perfonal  objedions  on  the  part  of  thofe  of- 
ficers againft  the  baron  : — on  the  contrary,  moft  of  them, 
whom  I  have  heard  fpeak  of  him,  exprefs  a  high  fenfe  of 
his  military  worth.  It  proceeds  from  motives  of  another 
nature  which  are  too  obvious  to  need  particular  explana- 
tion, or  may  be  fummed  up  in  this,  that  they  conceive  fuch 
a  ftep  would  be  injurious  to  their  effential  rights  and  juft 
cxpedlations.  That  this  would  be  their  way  of  thinking 
upon  the  fubjedl,  I  am  fully  convinced,  from  the  e{Fe(ft 
which  the  temporary  command  given  him,  even  under  cir- 
cumftances  fo  peculiar  as  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  produced  t 
the  ftrongeft  fymptoms  of  difcontent  appeared  upon  the 
occafion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Scc»  G.  W* 


SIR,  Head'^arten,  irhite-Flains,  July  aS,  I77S. 

THIS  will  be  prefented  to  Congrefs  by  general  Put- 
Bam.  He  arrived  from  Cbnnedlicut  the  day  afteo^  I  came 
into  the  neighbourhood  of  this  camp.  As  I  have  not  re- 
ceived any  refolulion  of  Congrefs  refpedting  the  court  of 
inquiry  v/hich  they  direded,  and  which  was  tranfmitted 
them  on  the  fubje^l  of  the  pofts  in  the  Highlands  taken 
lad  year,  I  am  at  a  lofs  in  what  point  of  view  to  confider 
him*  He  wifhes  fome  decifion  in  this  inftance ;  and  his 
journey  to  Philadelphia  is  for  that  purpofe. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^c.  G.  W» 


SIR,  Head' garters,  Whlte-FMns,  Aug.  3,177^' 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Knox,  andof  fundry  obfer- 
Tations  and  remarks  on  the  ordnance  eftablifhment  of  the 
eleventh:  of  February,  which  I  received  about  the  time  we 
marched  from  Valley-Forge.  Thefe  would  have  been 
tranfmitted  before,  had  it  not  been  for  the  moving  ftate  of 
the  army,  and  a  variety  of  other  objeds  which  engroffedi 
my  attention*     We  have  fouad  by  experience  that  fome  in^ 

coaveniejQjC^s 
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conveniences  have  refulted  from  the  eftablifhment,  which  I 
conceive  have  proceeded  principally  from  the  total  independ- 
ence of  the  commifTary-general  of  military  (lores  on  the 
commanding  officer  of  artillery.  It  feems  fome  alterations 
are  neceffary :  and  what  they  (hall  be,  Congrefs  will  be 
pleafed  to  determine. 

It  is  not  without  reluctance  that  I  am  conftrained  to  re- 
new my  importunities  on  the  fubjedtof  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangement. The  prefent  unfettled  ftate  of  the  army  is 
produdlive  of  fo  much  difTatisfadtion  and  confufion,  and 
of  fuch  a  variety  of  difputes,  that  almoft  the  whole  of  my 
time  is  now  employed  in  iinding  temporjyy  and  inade- 
quate expedients  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  officers,  and  keep 
bufinefs  on  a  tolerable  fort  of  footing.  Not  an  hour  pafles 
without  new  applications  and  new  complaints  about  rank  : 
and,  for  want  of  a  proper  adjuftment  of  this  and  many 
other  eiTential  points,  our  affairs  are  in  a  mod:  irkfome 
and  injurious  train.  We  can  fcarcely  form  a  court-mar- 
tial or  parade  a  detachment  in  any  inftance,  without  a  warm 
difcuflion  on  the  fubjed  of  precedence  ;  and  there  are  fev- 
eral  good  officers  now  who  are  forced  to  decline  duty,  to 
prevent  difputes,  and  their  being  commanded  by  oth- 
ers who  upon  every  principle  are  their  inferiors,  unlefs 
their  having  obtained  commiflions  before  them  (from  the 
opportunities  they  had  of  making  earlier  applications,  from 
local  circumftances)  fhould  be  confidered  fufficient  to  give 
them  a  faperior  claim.  Ther«  are  many  other  caufes  of  dif- 
fatisfaClion  on  this  head  :  but  I  will  not  enter  into  a  mi- 
nute relation  of  them.  I  finccrely  wiih  that  the  gentlemen 
appointed,  or  fuch  others  as  Congrefs  may  think  proper  to 
nominate  for  the  occafion,  would  immediately  repair  to 
camp  ; — the  prefent  opportunity  is  favourable  for  reducing 
matters  to  fyftem  and  order  ;  and,  from  ])ainful  expei  ience, 
J  know  there  is  an  abfolute  neceility  for  it. 

I  iliould  alfo  hope  that  Congrefs  will  excufe  me  for 
mentioning  again  the  necelTity  there  is  for  appointing  fome 
brigadiers.  The  Maifachufetts,  by  the  refignaticn  of  gen- 
eral Learned,  wants  one  :  Pennfylvania,  as  general  Hand 
is  not  liere,  has  but  one  with  the  army :  Maryland,  which 
has  tv/o  large  brigades  in  the  field,  has  only  general  Small- 
wood  ;  and  the  North-Carolina  troops,  fince  the  departure 

of 
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®f  general  M^Intofh,  have  been  without  any.  As  I  hal 
taken  the  liberty  upon  a  former  oGcafion  to  offer  my  fenti- 
ments  to  Congrefs  and  their  committee  upon  this  fiibjed,  I 
friOuld  not  trouble  them  now,  if  I  was  not  more  and  more 
convinced  that  the  fervice  required  promotions  in  this  line. 
The  frequent  changes  which  take  place  among  the  officers., 
where  there  are  no  brigadiers,  are  attended  with  great  in- 
convenience and  detriment ;  and  they  are  an  eftedual  bar 
to  the  introdudlion  of  difcipline.  In  fuch  cafes,  the  officers 
know  that  their  command  is  but  temporary,  always  liable 
to  ceafe ;  and  therefore  they  do  not  find  themfelves  fuffi- 
ciently  interefted  to  promote  order  and  fubordination  ;  nor 
will  the  reii  look  up  to  them  with  that  refpe<5t  and  defer* 
ence  which  are  eiTentlal.  '  Every  day's  experience  proves 
thisj  and  (hews  beyond  queftion  that  the  affairs  of  a  brigade 
can  never  be  in  a  right  train  without  a  brigadier  or  fome 
general  officer  to  direcfl  them.  It  is  certain  thefe  appoint- 
ments, at  the  firfi:  view,  will  add  a  httle  to  the  liil:  of 
expenfe  :  but  in, the  end  they  will  be  a  great  faving,  and 
produce  many  important  advantages.  We  are  alfo  a  good 
deal  didrefled  at  this  time  for  major-generals.  Tlowever, 
as  this  arifes  more  from  the  peculiar  circumflances  and  fitu- 
ation  of  many  wliich  prevent  them  from  duty  in  the  line, 
than  from  a  deficiency  in  the  number  appointed,  I  fliall  not 
add  upon  the  occafion. 

There  is  another  branch  of  the  army,  which,  in  my  opin- 
ion, calk  loudly  for  the  appointment  of  a  general  officer, — - 
and  this  is  the  cavalry.  For  v/ant  of  a  proper  regulating 
head  in  this  corps,  the  whole  has  been  in  confufion,  and  of 
but  very  little  fervice  ;  whereas,  under  a  right  management, 
it  might  be  moil:  ufeftil.  The  prtncipal  officers  in  it  do  not 
harmonize  ;  which  circum.flance,  with  their  difputes  about 
rank,  would  (were  there  no  other  objections)  effedually 
prevent  the  corps  from  rendering  the  public  the  fervices 
they  have  a  right  to  expe6c,  and  of  which  it  ffiould  be  ca- 
pable. To  promote  any  gentlemen  now  in  it  to  a  general 
command,  would  not  be  acquiefced  in  by  the  reft — nor  do 
I  knov/  that  any  of  them  v/i(h  it ;  and  it  would  increafe 
their  mifunderftanding,  and,  of  courfe,  diforder. 

I  mean  to  draw  all  the  horfe  immediately  together,  whea 
I  trait  they  will  be  under  the  diredian  of  a  general  officer 
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appointed  by  Congrefg  for  the  purpofe.  Who  he  fhallb:, 
will  remain  folely  with  them  to  determine.  However,  I 
will  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  he  fliould  be  intelligent, 
a(5tive,  attentive  ;  and>  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  general  Cad- 
wallader  or  general  Reed  would  fill  the  poft  with  great 
honour  and  advantage  ;  though  it  would  feem,  from  the  feat 
the  latter  has  taken  in  Congrefs,  and  from  his  late  appoint- 
ment to  the  council  of  Pennfylvania,  as  if  he  had  declined 
every  military  viev/.  The  abilities  of  thefe  gentlemen,  a$ 
well  as  their  attachment,  are  generally  known  ;  and  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  either  would  be  as  acceptable  to  the  corps 
as  any  perfon  that  can  be  found.  Indeed  I  have  learned 
as  much  from  two  of  the  colonels. 

I  have  been  waiting  with  the  moft  impatient  anxiety  to 
hear  cf  count  D'Eilaing's  arrival  at  Rhode-IIland  ;  but  as 
yet  I  have  not  been  fo  happy.  My  laft  intelligence  from 
thence  is  a  letter  from  general  Sullivan,  dated  at  ten 
o'clock  i-'i  the  forencon  of  the  twenty-feventh,  when  he  had 
no  advice  of  the  fleet.  He  was  in  high  fpirits  ;  and, 
from  the  preparation  in  which  matters  were,  he  entertained 
the  moft  flattering  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  intended  enter- 
prife.  The  brigades  of  Varnum  and  Glover,  with  Jack- 
fon's  detachment,  would  arrive,  I  expedl,  on  the  fecond 
inftant.  ^ 

As  the  army  was  encamped,  and  there  was  no  great  prof- 
pe6t  of  a  fadden  removal,  I  judged  it  advifeable  to  fend 
general  Greene  to  the  eaftward  on  Wednefday  laft,  being 
fully  perfuaded  his  fcrvices,  as  well  in  the  quarter-mafter 
line  as  in  the  field,  would  be  of  material  importance  in  the 
expedition  againft  the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  He  is  inti- 
mately accquainted  with  the  whole  of  that  country-,  and  be- 
fides,  he  has  an  extenlive  intereft  and  influence  in  it.  And, 
in  juftice  to  general  Greene,  I  take  occafion  to  obfervc 
that  the  public  is  much  indebted  to  him  for  his  judicious 
management  and  adive  exertions  in  his  prefent  department. 
When  he  entered  upon  it,  lie  found  it  in  a  moft  confufed) 
dlftradled  and  deftitute  ftate.  This,  by  his  condudl  and 
induftry,  has  undergone  a  very  happy  change,  and  fuch  as 
enabled  us  with  great  facility  to  make  a  fudden  move  with 
the  v/hok  army  and  baggage  from  Valley-Forge  in  purfuit 
t)f  the  enemy,  and  to  perform  a  march  to  this  place.  In 
Vox,.  IL  A  R  » word| 
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a  wordj  he  has  given  the  moft  general  fatisfadion,  and  his 
affairs  carry  much  the  face  of  method  and  fyftem.  I  alfo 
confider  it  as  an  a6i:  of  juflice  to  fpeak  of  the  condu6l  of 
Golonei  Wadfworth,  commifTary-generaL  He  has  been  in- 
defatigable in  his  exertions  to  provide  for  the  army  ;  and, 
fmce  his  appointment,  our  fupplies  of  prcvifion  have  been 
good  and  ample. 

Augvjl  4.  At  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening  yefterday,  I 
received  the  inclofed  letter  from  general  Sullivan,  with  one 
addreffed  to  myfelf,  a  copy  of  which  I  do  myfelf  the  pleaf- 
ure  of  forwarding.  I  am  exceedingly  happy  in  the  count's 
arrival,  and  that  things  wear  fo  pleafing  an  afpe(5l. 

There  is  another  fubjecfl  on  which  I  muft  take  the  liber- 
ty  of  addreffing  Congrefs,  which  is  that  of  the  clothier's 
department.  I  am  perfedly  fatislied,  that  unlefs  this  very 
important  and  interefHng  office  is  put  under  better  regula- 
tions, the  army  will  never  beclcthed.  *  *  *  I  believe 
both  officers  and  men,  particularly  the  latter,  have  fufFered 
greater  inconveniences  and  diftreffes  than  foldiers  ever  did 
before,  for  want  of  clothing  ;  and  that  this  has  not  flowed 
more  from  ^  real  fcarcity  of  articles,  than  a  want  of  proper 
exertions  and  provident  management  to  procure  them.  It 
is  eflential  that  fomething  fnould  be  done,  and  immediate- 
ly, to  place  the  department  on  a  better  footing.  We  have 
now  a  great  many  men  entirely  dedltute  of  (liirts  and  breech- 
es, and  I  fuppofenot  lefs  than  a  fourth  or  fifth  of  the  whole 
here  who  are  without  ffioes.  From  the  deficiencies  in  this 
line,  numbers  of  defertions  have  proceeded, — not  to  men- 
tion deaths  :  and  what  is  ilill  worfe,  the  troops  which  re- 
main, and  fee  themfelves  in  rags,  want  that  fpirit  and  pride 
jjeceflary  to  conilitute  the  Ibldier. 

1  have  been  informed  by  feveral  officers,  and  by  fuch  as 
I  can  depend  en,  that  many  of  the  late  draughts  are  willing 
and  defirous  of  enlifliog  during  the  war.  I  do  not  con- 
ceive myfelf  at  liberty  to  give  direction  on  the  point,  and 
therefore  fubmit  it  to  Congrefs  to  decide.  However,  if 
they  can  be  engaged  for  the  ufaal  bounties  allowed  by  the 
'  continent,  after  proper  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
fraud,  I  think  the  meafare  will  be  expedient.  It  is  true, 
our  affairs  have  an  agreeable  afj^e^l  at  prefent  :  but  the 
war  ma.y  continue,  and  wc — '.v:u:t  men*     A. third  of  the 
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time  of  fome  of  them,  and  a  half  in  the  cafe  of  others,  is 
dready  expired ;  and  as  they  will  rife  in  their  views,  and 
become  fnore  difficult  in  proportion  as  their  fervlce  draws 
to  a  conclufion, — if  the  ftep  is  confidered  advifeable,  the 
fooner  we  attempt  to  enlift,  the  better  in  all  probability 
will  the  work  fucceed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  iVhltcPlainr,  Augitjl  7,1778. 

YESTERDAY  afternoon  I  had  the  honour  to  re- 
ceive  your  favour  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo.  Major  Gibbs  is 
now  at  Rhode-Ifland.  1  fliall  embrace  the  firfl  fafe  op-. 
portunity  to  tranfmit  him  your  letter  and  the  commiffion 
with  which  Congrefs  have  been  pieafed  to  honour  him. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  third  and  fourth  inftant,  I  have 
received  no  advices  from  general  Sullivan,  fo  that  I  can 
give  no  information  of  our  operations  again  11:  the  enemy  in 
the  eaftern  quarter.  I  am  told  the  militia  of  Maffachufetts 
and  Connecticut  w^ere  collecting  faft,  and  proceeding  to 
reinforce  him. 

I  have  the  pleafure  to  acqaairit  Congrefs  that  major-gen-. 
eral  Lincoln  arrived  here  yefterday,  and  that  he  is  happily 
fo  far  recovered  from  his  wound,  as  to  be  able  to  take  his 
command  in  the  line. 

The  inclofed  paper  from  New -York  came  to  hand  lafl 
night.  It  contains  an  account  of  the  fire  which  unfortu- 
nately broke  out  in  the  city  on  Sunday  night,  and  of  the 
damage  which  was  occafioned  by  it.  It  alfo  contains  the 
latefi  advices  that  I  have  feen  from  Britain,  and  fuch  as 
appear  to  be  interefting. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  ^  G.  W, 


5  I  R,  Camp^  Aug.  7,  I  7  7S,  /r«  ocloch^  P.  M. 

SINCE  1  had  the  honour  of  addrelling  you  to-day,  I 
received  letters  from  the  count  D'Eltaing,  and  my  aide, 
lieutenant- colonel  Laurens.     Thefe  contain  the  lateft  ad- 
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■vices  I  have  from   Rhode-Ifland, — of  which  I  do  myfelf 
the  pleafure  of  tranfmitting  copies  by  this  conveyance. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  White-Plains ,  Au^uji  11,1778. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs  the 
jnclofed  letter  which  Ijuft  now  received  from  the  payraaf- 
ter-genei  aL  They  v/lll  perceive  by  it  that  the  military  ched 
i^  entirely  exhaufted,  and  that  a  third  of  the  army  remains 
unpaid  for  the  months  of  April  and  May.  The  import- 
ance and  necefnty  of  an  immediate  and  large  fapply  will 
at  once  appear  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  be  ordered  and 
forwarded  with  all  poflible  expedition. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  WTiting  by  colonel  Heth  on 
Sunday  laft,  I  have  not  received  any  advices  from  Rhode- 
lf!and. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W* 


SIR,  ]ffead' garters,  IVhite-Ptains,  Au^,  I3,  177S. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  a  letter  from 
general  Sullivan,  which,  from  the  tardinefs  of  the  expreifes, 
is  but  juft  come  to  hand.  I  fuppofe  it  gives  Congrefs  the 
fame  information  ..communicated  to  me  :  but  left  there 
fiiould  be  any  particulars  mentioned  in  his  letter  to  me 
which  may  not  be  contained  in  the  one  to  you,  I  am  in- 
duced to  accompany  the  latter  with  a  copy  of  the  former. 

The  papers  fent  from  Congrefs  to  Head-Quarters,  and 
returned,  refpe6l:ing  the  cafe  of  major-general  St.  Clair, 
will  be  wanted  immediately,  as  it  is  probable  his  trial  will 
nov/  very  fpeedily  come  on. 

I  beg  you  will  excufe  the  trouble  I  give  you  in  requeft- 
ing  you  will  favour  me,  in  your  next,  with  copies  of  the 
refolve  of  Congrefs  for  raifing  the  regiment  of  artillery  in 
Virginia  and  appointing  colonel  Harrifon  to  the  command 
of  it,  and  of  another,  pafled  the  latter  end  of  feventy-fix,  for 
raifing  three  battalions  of  continental  artillery.  Some  dif- 
putes  about  rank  have  arifen,  which  make  thefe  refolutions 
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Receffary  ;  and  it  happens  that  my  papers  of  that  period  are 
abfent.  With  the  utmoft  refpec%  I  have  the  honour  to 
be,&c.  G.W. 

P.  S.     I  requeft  you  will  be  pleafed  to  forward  the  in- 
clofed  to  Mr.  Sergeant  without  delay. 


[  The  foUowtng  letter ^   nvtthoiit  date^  appears  to  have  been 
^written  about  thcffteenth  of  Aiiguji^  177^0 

SIR, 

MR.  Fuhrer  and  Mr.  Kleinfmit  have  lately  left 
the  Britlfh  lines,  and  come  in  to  us.  The  account  they 
give  of  themfelves  is  this,  that  they  had  been  firft-lieuten- 
ants  in  the  Heffian  corps,  v/ere  taken  prifoners  at  Trenton, 
refided  during  their  captivity  at  Dumfries  in  Virginia,  were 
lately  exchanged,  and  have  fince  refigned  their  commifFions ; 
that  having  folicited  permillion  to  come  out  from  the  enemy, 
and  being  refufed,  they  determined  to  leave  them  at  all 
hazards,  and  have  nov/  put  their  defign  in  execution.  The 
circumftances  of  their  captivity  are  known  to  feveral  of- 
ficers in  our  army. 

They  are  defirous  of  entering  into  our  fervice,  obferving 
that  there  are  a  number  of  German  officers  in  the  fame 
difpofition  with  themfelves,  who  v/ill  relign  and  join  us,  if 
they  find  that  thefe  meet  with  proper  countenance.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  important  advantages  may  attend  the  en- 
couraging a  difpofition  of  this  nature  (if  it  really  exifts, — 
which  is  far  from  being  impoffible)  from  the  influence  it 
will  neceffarily  have  upon  the  foldiery  by  increafing  that 
fpirit  of  defertion  and  difcontent  which  already  prevails 
among  them. 

Congrefs  will  beft  judge  of  the  proprietyof  employing  thefe 
gentlemen.  I  have  been  thinking  in  what  manner  it  might 
be  done  :  and  the  mode  leaft  exceptionable,  which  at  pref- 
cnt  occurs  to  me,  is  to  authorife  them  to  raife  a  corps  for 
themfelves  by  enlifting  fuch  German  inhabitants,  and  fuch 
deferters  f  ora  the  foreign  troops,  as  may  be  willing  to  en- 
gage. The  corps  at  firft,  as  it  is  only  by  way  of  experi- 
ment, need  not  be  large,  but  may  be  afterwards  increafed 
A  a  2  as 
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as  clrcumftances  fliall  point  out.  This  meafure,  I  appre- 
hend, cannot  be  attended  with  any  material  inconvenience^ 
and  ma}^  be  produ6live  of  utility.  If  the  gentlemen  are 
employed  at  all,  it  mull:  be  in  a  new  corps,  as  they  could 
not  be  introduced  into  any  of  thofe  already  formed,  with- 
out injuring  the  officers  in  them,  and  producing  diffatisfac- 
tion,  murmurs,  and  refignations. 

I  have  founded  them  on  the  plan  here  fuggefted,  and 
they  feeni  to  be  very  fanguine  in  its  fuccefs,  and  anxious  to 
undertake  it.  They  exped  fome  augmentation  in  rank  ; 
and  indeed  it  feems  neceflliry,  in  order  the  more  efiedlually 
to  intereft  others  to  follow  their  example  :  but  caution 
ihould  be  ufed  not  to  carry  the  idea  too  far,  becaufe,  be- 
fides  other  weighty  coniiderations,  the  higher  the  rank  con- 
ferred on  them,  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  provide  for 
thofe  who  may  hereafter  come  to  us,  and  who  will  of 
courfe  frame  their  expe Nations  by  comparifon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ccc.  G.  W» 

P.  S.  An  additional  grade,  to  the  rank  they  held  in 
the  corps  they  come  from,  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  fufficient. 


SIR,,  He<id- garters,  White-Flaws,  Aug,  l6,  I778. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty,  by  the  conveyance  now  offer- 
ed me  by  captain  Riley,  to  tranfmit  to  Congrefs  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court-martial  in  the  cafe  of  major-general 
Lee. 

The  Inclofed  papers  comprehend  a  requeft  by  general 
Phillips  for  an  officer  to  go  to  Canada  by  way  of  the  lakes, 
on  the  fubje(5l  of  clothing  for  the  convention  troops.  I  do 
riOt  conceive  myfelf  at  liberty  to  anfwer  general  Heath  up- 
on the  point,  who  referred  it  to  me  ;  and  requeft  that 
Congrefs  v/ill  favour  me  with  their  dlre<5lion  as  foon  as  they 
conveniently  can,  that  I  may  enable  him  to  fatisfy  general 
Phillips  refpecling  it. 

I  have  not   received  a  fingle  tittle  of  intelligence  from 

Rhode  Jfland  fince  general  Sullivan's  letter  of  the  tenth,  a 

copy  of  which  I  tranfmitted  in  mine  of  the  thirteenth.     I 

am  extremely  anxious  to  hear  from  thence,  and  of  count 

^  D'Eftaing's 
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D'Eftaing/s  (life  arrival  in  port :  the  moment  1  do,  I  (hall 
do  myfelf  the  honour  to  advlfe  Congrefs. 

I  have  the  honour  10  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head' garters,  White-Pla'ws,  Aug.  1 6,  177^, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefTing  you  to-day 
by  captain  Riley,  I  received  a  letter  from  general  Sullivan, 
a  copy  of  wliich  you  have  inclofed.  From  this  it  appears 
the  count  D'Eihiing  had  not  returned  with  his  fquadron 
on  the  thirteenth  infbnt  :  and  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  from 
the  violence  of  the  weather  ever  fince,  that  he  has  not  yet 
got  in.  This  accident  has  much  deranged  our  views  ;  and 
I  fhall  be  happy  if  it  does  not  totally  defeat  our  enterprife 
againft  Rhode-Ifland.  I  feel  much  for  the  count.  He 
has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  the  combination. of  fev- 
eral  untoward  circumPcances  to  frullrate  his  plans. 

The  letter  addreiTed  to  you  accompanied  mine  from  gen- 
eral Sullivan.  They  were  both  delivered  at  the  fame  in- 
fbnt ;  and  through  inadvertence  I  broke  the  feal  of  yours^ 
Before  I  had  opened  it,  1  difcovered  the  miftake  ;  and  the 
contents  have  not  been  feen.  This  relation,  I  truft,  will 
apologize  for  the  meafare. 

1  hare  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.     Your  favour  of  the  thirtieth  has  come  to  hand. 


S  I  R,  Head' garters y  IVblts-Flulns^  Aug,  I9,  I77S. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmityou  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  general  Sullivan,  dated  the  feventeenth  inftant, 
which  I  juit  now  received,  with  th^  letter  inclofed.  It 
appears  that  count  D'Eflaing  was  Pull  out  with  his  fleets 
but  yet  that  the  'general  was  in  high  fpirits,  and  entertained 
the  (Irongeft:  hopes  of  fucct fs.  I  flatter  myfelf  they  are 
well  grounded,  and  that  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days  he 
will  announce  the  entire  reduction  of  the  enemy's  force  on 
the  iPiand. 

The  declaration  refpecti ng  governor  Johnfton  has  been 
font  by  a  flag  to  the  Britifli  commiffioners. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 
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SIR,  Head' garters  ^  Whits-Plains,  Aug.  21, 1  ^^S. 

YOUR  favour  of  the  fixteenth,  with  the  feveral  pa- 
pers to  which  it  referred,  came  duly  to  hand  on  Wednef- 
day  afternoon. 

1  this  minute  received  from  general  Sullivan  the  letter  I 
have  now  the  honour  of  forwarding  you,  with  one  addrefTed 
to  myfelf.  A  copy  of  the  latter  is  alfo  inclofed.  The 
general  feeras  to  have  been  very  near  the  enemy's  lines, 
and  on  the  point  of  opening  all  his  batteries.  Things  ap- 
pear to  be  in  a  promifing  train. 

By  advices  from  an  officer  of  rank  and  intelligence  who 
is  ftationed  with  a  party  in  Monmouth  county,  I  am  in- 
formed that  fixteen  fhips  entered  the  Hook  on  the  feven- 
teenth, — one  having  a  flag ;  and  that,  on  that  and  the 
preceding  day  a  heavy  cannonade  was  heard  at  fea. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Hcad'^artsrs^  Wbite^Plalns^  Aag,  %J,iyy%, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs 
th^  inclofed  memorial  of  colonel  Rawlings,  prefented  in 
behalf  of  himfelf  and  the  Maryland  ofHcers  who  were  un- 
der his  command  in  the  year  1776.  The  fa(5ls  which  are 
dated  in  it  aregeDerally  true  :  and  I  cannot  but  feel  m 5^ fe If 
exceedingly  interefted  in  favour  of  thefe  geatlemeri.  The 
condud:  of  this  whole  corps,  when  Fort-Vv^a(hington  was 
attacked,  is  fo  generally  known  and  approved,  that  it  is 
almofl:  unneceffary  to  add  upon  the  fubje^ft.  However,  I 
think  it  but  juftice  to  obferve  that  every  reprefentation  of 
that  day's  tranjcidion  gave  them  the  higheCl  credit.  They 
fought  with  a  degree  of  veteran  bravery  ;  and,  though  but 
a  handful,  they  maintained  their  ground  a  confiderable  time, 
notwithftanding  the  mofl:  vigorous  efforts  to  force  them. 
All  who  were  fpedtators  upon  the  occafion  have  declared 
this  ;  and  the  enemy  themfelves  have  not  refufed  them 
applaufe. 

It  feems  hard  that  officers  of  their  merit  fhould  be  over- 
looked,— and  a  lofs  to  the  fervice  that  they  fhould  remain 
unemployed  :  but  the  confequences  that  would  attend  their 

incorporation 
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incorporation  with  any  of  the  corps  now  exifting  appear  too- 
difagreeabie  to  try  the  experiment.  Golonel  Rawlings 
hirnfelfj^  from  the  information  I  have  had,  does  not  incline- 
to  give  any  iinealinefs  to  the  line  of  the  army,  and  would 
rather  make  a  difhint  part  of  it  againft  the  Indians,  in  cafe 
he  could  be  provided  for  in  that  v/ay.  Captain  Beall, 
v/ho  is  charged  with  this,  will  be  able  to  Inform  Congrefs 
more  fully  than  I  can  of  the  wiihes  of  the  colonel  and  the 
reft  of  his  officers  ;  and  his  account  may  lead  perhaps  to 
forae  faitable  and  pradicable  proviiion  for  them.  As  I  have 
obferved  before,  they  are  men  who  deferve  well  of  their 
country,  I  only  mention  the  Maryland  officers  upon  this 
occafion,  becaufe  that  part  of  the  corps  which  came  from' 
"^^irginla  was  provided  for  oy  the  State  in  their  prefent  ar- 
rangement, as  I  have  been  credibly  advifed. 

Mr.  Rawlings  was  never  in  the  complete  arid-  adtual 
command  of  the  regiment  under  his  diredion  as  colonel, 
becaufe  he  never  obtained  a  commiffion  ;  but  he  became 
entitled  to  it  according  to  the  then  common  rule  of  promo- 
tion by  the  death  of  colonel  Stephenfon,  and  the  non  ac- 
ceptance of  colonel  Morgan  who  was  appointed  to  it.  Of 
th-e  latter  clrcumftance  Mr,  Rawlings,  I  am  perfuaded,  was 
never  apprifed,  as  it  was  kept  a  fecret  from  an  apprehenfion- 
that  the  enemy  might  claim  an  officer  of  the  ranlc  of  colo- 
nel in  exchange  for  Morgan  who  was  then  a  prifoner  on 
parole,  if  his  promotion  came  to  their  knowledge.  Major 
Williams,  of  the  Maryland  part  of  the  corpsj  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  State  to  one  of  her  regiments  nov/  in  the  field, 
and  is  the  only  officer  in  his  predicament  I  know  of,  that 
they  arranged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  occ.  G.  W^ 


S  1  R,  Hdad- garters,  WUte-Plams,  Aug.  24,  I77SV 

I  HAD  yeflerday  the  honour  to  receive  your  favour 
of  the  tv/entieth  in  (hint.  I  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  this  minute  came  to  hand 
from  general  Sullivan,  advifing  of  the  count  D'Eftaing's 
arrival.  He  omitted  to  inclofe  the  admiral's  letter  to 
which  he  refers  :  and  therefore  I  can  give  no  further  in- 
telligence 
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teliigence  than  what  the  copy  contains.  From  the  fufFer- 
ing  of  the  iieetj  the  fiorm  muft  have  been  exceedingly  fe- 
Tere  at  fea. 

I  alfo  inclafe  two  York  papers  of  the  nineteenth  and 
twentieth.  Thefe  mention  an  engagement  off  Sandy-Hook 
on  the  (ixteenthw  It  could  only  have  been  partial  on  the 
fide  of  the  French  fquadr on  at  any  rate,  as  the  Languedoc 
and  the  fcversty-four  gun  fnip  mufl  have  loft  their  mafts 
before  that  time.  It  would  feern  by  the  account  given  in 
the  pupers,  that  the  Ifis  and  fome  other  fhips  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy  had  been  damaged. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W» 


Hsad' garters i  White-I^lairts^  Auguji  3J,  1778. 
SIR, 

INCLOSED  you  will  be  pleafed  to  receive  a  copy 
of  a  letter  of  the  twenty-third  inftant  from  general  Sulli- 
tan,  which  came  to  hand  about  half  after  three  o'clock  this 
fnorning,  with  the  feveral  papers  to  which  it  refers,  copies 
t)f  which  are  alfo  tranfmitted.  By  thefe,  Congrefs  will 
perceive  our  profpeds  are  much  changed  with  reifpedl  to 
the  operations  againft  Rhode-Illand  ;  and  that  the  iffiie, 
as  things  are  now  circumftanced, — whether  we  look  to  a 
continuation  of  the  fiege,  to  an  immediate  attack,  or  a  re- 
treat,— mull  be  attended  with  great  difiiculty  and  rifi^.  I 
truft  the  wifeft  meafures  will  be  purfued  \  and  I  will  hope 
for  the  beft. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 

P.  S.  General  Sullivan,  I  think,  mufl:  be  under  a  mif- 
take  as  to  the  amount  of  the  relief  which  the  enemy  had 
attempted  to  give  from  York.  I  have  ufed  every  poflible 
means  to  gain  information  from  time  to  time  on  this  head  ; 
and  I  never  could  learn,  either  from  deferters  or  others 
who  had  been  in  the  city,  that  any  troops  had  embarked 
fince  the  reinforcement  fent  up  the  Sound  long  ago,  except 
fome-  drauj^hts  to  a6t  in  the  licet  as  marines. 
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Head'  garters ,  White -Plains ,  Auguji  3 1 ,  17783 
S  I  R,  ihree  o'clock,  P.  M* 

I  WOULD  take  the  liberty  to  Inform  Congrefs  that 
colonel  Armand  is  come  to  camp  with  his  corps,  and  has 
applied  to  me  for  commiffions  for  his  officers.  By  the 
refolution  for  eftablifhing  the  corps,  it  was  to  be  officered 
out  of  the  foreigners  then  commifiioned  in  our  fervice,  who 
were  not  nor  could  be  provided  for  in  any  of  the  regiments, 
Indead  of  this,  there  are  only  three  officers  In  this  corps 
who  before  held  any  commlflions  in  our  fervice,  viz.  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Viigney,  and  captains  Mercle'y  and  Shafner, 
The  two  lail  were  only  lieutenants,  and  are  now  appointed 
to  captaincies,  contrary  (it  feems  to  me)  to  the  fpirit  and 
intention  of  the  refolution. 

As  colonel  Armand  has  departed  from  his  infl:ru6tions 
which  mull  govern  me,  1  am  not  authorlfed  to  grant  the 
commiilions  he  requires,  and  am  therefore  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  troubling  Congrefs  with  the  arrangement  of  the 
corps,  N®  I,  as  it  now  acflually  (lands  for  their  confidera- 
tion  and  decifion.  The  colonel  founds  his  deviation  from 
the  refolve  upon  fome  verbal  intimation  given  him  that  the 
part  in  queftion  would  not  be  infifted  on. 

I  would  alfo  take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  general 
Du  Portall  lately  delivered  mc  a  memorial,  in  which, 
among  other  things,  he  reprefents  that  he  had  made  an 
agreement  with  Congrefs  at  his  iirfl  appointment,  that  nei- 
ther himfelf  nor  the  other  gentlemen  with  him  fliould  ever 
be  commanded  by  any  of  the  engineers  who  had  preceded 
them  in  our  army.  I  could  not  but  anfv/er  that  the  com- 
miilions of  officers  were  the  only  rule  of  precedency  and 
command  I  had  to  judge  by  ;  and,  while  others  held  fu- 
perior  appointments,  I  muft  confidcr  them  accordingly  in 
the  courfe  of  fervice.  He  gave  me  the  inclofed  letter  to 
you  upon  the  fjbje(5l,  and  is  extremely  anxious  to  liiive  the 
matter  phiced  upon  a  certain  footing  ;  and,  no  doubt,  it 
will  be  for  the  good  and  tranquillity  of  the  fervice  that  the 
claim  be  determined  as  fpeedily  as  pcfibie  one  way  or  the 
other.  At  th^  lame  time  I  think  it  right  tooLfervc,  that 
it  cannot  be  expected  that  colonel  CofciujvO,  who  has  been 
a  good  while  in  this  line,  and  conducted  himielf  with  rep- 
utation 
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xitation  and  fatisfa<511on,  will  confent  to  a<5t  in  a  fubordinate 
capacity  to  any  of  the  French  gentlemen  except  general 
Du  Portail.   *   *   * 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  you  on  the  twenty- 
fifth  inftant,  I  have  not  received  a  fingle  line  from  general 
-*Sullivan.  The  only  intelligence  I  have  from  the  eaftward 
vis  from  monfieur  Pontjobeau.  This  gentleman  left  Rhode- 
Ifland  the  twenty-feventh,  and  arrived  about  two  hours 
ago  in  camp.  From  him  I  learn  that  our  people  were  ftili 
on  the  ifland ; — that  it  was  generally  thought  they  had 
made  eiFe<Stual  provifion  for  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  exigency  ; 
-—that  in  the  evening  of  that  day  he  met  monfieur  Previile^ 
an  officer  belonging  to  the  Languedoc,  at  Providence,  go^^ 
ing  with  difpatches  to  general  SulHvan, — who  informed 
him  that  the  French  fieet  had  got  into  Bollon.  He  further 
adds,  that  monfieur  Calonn-e  v/ho  was  in  company  with  him 
at  Providence,  and  Vvho  had  mere  coriverfation  with  mon- 
fieur Preville  than  he  himfelf  had,  tcid  him  that  monfieur 
Preville  faid  count  D'Eftaing  had  failed  or  was  on  the 
point  of  faiUng  again  for  Rhode- Ifland  with  ten  fliips  of 
the  line  and  his  frigates. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  <S:c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.     Your  favour  of  the  twentieth  only  came  to  hand 
jufl  now. 


Head- garters ^  IVhlie-Flains^  September  I,I77Sj 
vS  I  H,  ele-ven  ochciy  A.  M. 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  you  -a  copy 
of  a  letter  I  this  minute  received  from  general  Sullivan.  I 
congratulate  Congrefs  on  the  repulfe  of  the  enemy,  and 
only  wifn  our  troops  may  be  able  to  efFe61:  a  retreat,  which 
feems  the  mo(i:  eligible  meafare  they  can  purfue  in  the 
prefent  fituation  of  things. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c*  ""  G.  W. 


Ucad'^narttm 
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SIR,  Head-Barters,  WhlU-Flainsy  Sept.  4,  l^jZ^ 

I  HAVE  been  duly  honoured  with  your  favour  of 
the  twenty-eighth  and  that  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  with  the 
feveral  inclofures  to  which  they  refer. 

Congrefs  may  rely  that  I  will  ufe  every  poffible  means 
in  ray  power  to  conciliate  any  differences  that  may  have 
arifen  in  confequence  of  the  count  D'Eftaing's  going  to 
Bofton,  and  to  prevent  a  publication  of  the  proteft  upon 
the  occafion.  Several  days  before  the  receipt  of  the  refo- 
lution,  I  had  written  to  the  eaftward,  urging  the  neceffity 
©f  harmony,  and  the  expediency  of  affording  the  admira! 
every  ailiftance  to  refit  his  fhips.  This  I  repeated  after 
the  refolution  came  to  hand ;  and  1  have  alio  taken  op- 
portunity to  requefl  all  the  general  ofHcers  here  to  place 
the  m.atter  in  the  moft  favourable  point  of  view  v/lienever 
they  hear  it  mentioned. 

The  five  hundred  guineas,  which  Congrefs  were  pleafed 
to  order,  came  fafe  to  hand,  and  fhall  be  appropriated  to 
the  purpofes  they  intended^  and  as  the  exigency  of  the  fer- 
vice  may  require.  For  want  of  fapplies  of  this  fort,  we 
have  been  very  deficient  in  intelligence  in  many  important 
and  interefring  points.  In  fom.e  cafes,  no  confideration  ia 
paper  money  has  been  found  fufHcient  to  eiTedt  even  an 
engagement  to  procure  it :  and,  where  it  has  been  other- 
wife,  the  terms  of  fervice,  on  account  of  the  depreciation, 
have  been  high,  if  not  exorbitant. 

The  deligns  of  the  enemy,  as  to  their  future  movements, 
remain  yet  entirely  [in  the  dark  :]  but  the  expedlation  of 
their  leaving-  the  continent  is  daily  decreafing.  The  hur- 
ricane feafon  feems  oppofed  to  their  going  to  the  Vv^efl- 
Indies  ;  and  the  pafFage  to  Europe  in  a  little  time  v/ill 
become  more  and  more  dangerous.  Befides  thefe,  there 
is  another  circumll:ance,of  fome  weight,  if  true,  to  induce 
a  belief  that  they  mean  to  fcay.  It  appears  by  the  papers 
that  part  of  the  regiments  lately  raifed  in  Britain  are  order- 
ed to  Halifax.  If  the  troops  here  v/ere  intended  to  be 
recalled,  it  would  feem  that  fom.e  of  them  v/ould  be  fent 
to  reinforce  that  garrifon  fooner  than  troops  f!:om  England 
or  Scotland  ;  and  hence  I  think  it  may  be  prefumed  that 
another  campaign  will  take  place  in  America,  efpecially  if 
Vol.  1L  B  b  adrainiftration 
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admlniftration  are  difappolnted  in   their  expedations  from 
the  commiffion. 

Where  the  theatre  of  war  may  be,  niuft  be  a  matter  of 
conjedture.  But^  as  it  is  an  acknowledged  fa6t  that  an 
army  ading  in  the  eaftern  States  muft  derive  flour  for  its 
fupport  from  thofe  more  weftern,  I  fubmit  to  Congrefs  the 
expediency,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  neceffity  of  eftablifh- 
ing,  without  lofs  of  time,  magazines  of  this  article  at  con- 
venient  places  (removed  from  the  Sound)  in  Connedicut 
and  Maflachufetts.  I  am  the  more  induced  to  wifh  an 
early  connderation  of  this  point,  as,  by  a  fudden  move  of 
the  army  (fhould  events  make  it  neceffary)  the  departments 
of  commi^ary  and  quarter-m^after  would  be  greatly  diftreff- 
ed.  Nor  would  fuch  magazines,  1  fhould  imagine,  be  at- 
tended with  any  confiderable  lofs,  though  the  army  fhould 
not  operate  in  that  quarter,  as  the  flour  would  anfwer  oc- 
cafionally  for  our  fhipping,  and  the  furplus  might  in  all 
probability  be  otherwife  readily  difpofed  of. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmitting  to  Congrefs  a  memorial 
I  received  from  the  reverend  Mr.  Tetard.  From  the  cer- 
tificates annexed  to  it,  he  appears  to  be  a  man  of  great  mer- 
it :  and,  from  e^^ery  account,  he  has  faifered  in  the  ex- 
treme in  the  prefent  cont.eil.  His  attachment,  fervices, 
and  misfortunes,  feem  to  give  him  a  claim  to  a  generous 
notice  :  but,  according  to  the  new  eftablifhment  of  the 
army,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  any  provifion  for  him. 
I  therefore  recommend  his  cafe  to  the  attention  and  con- 
flderation  of  Congrefs. 

Six  o'clock^  P.  Jlf.  I  this  minute  received  a  letter  from 
general  Sullivan,  of  which  the  inclofure,  N^  2,  is  a  copy. 
I  fliall  be  exceedingly  ]:iappy  if  a  perfed  reconciliation  has 
taken  place  between  him  and  the  count  and  all  the  officers. 
His  letter  will  fhew  fome  of  the  reafons  that  led  to  the 
proteft,  and  that  it  was  the  hope  of  our  ofiicers  that  it 
would  have  operated  as  a  juftiiication  to  the  adm.iral,  to 
return  againft  the  fentiments  of  his  council,  efpecially  as  it 
coincided  (as  it  is  faid)  with  his  own  incHnation.  I  had 
thefe  reafons  from  another  hand  v/hen  the  proteft  firft 
came. 

Sepfemher  5.  I  was  duly  honoured  yefterday  evening 
with  your  favour  of  the  thirty-firft  ultimo.     Though  it  is 

not 
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not  expreffed  in  the  refolution  of  that  date  that  any  other 
bounty  is  to  be,  given  to  the  men  who  engage  for  three 
years  or  during  the  war,  than  twenty  dollars,  I  fhall  take 
it  for  granted  they  are  to  receive  the  ufual  allowances  of 
clothing  and  land.  There  are  feveral  continental  troops 
whofe  time  of  fervice  will  expire  at  the  end  of  the  fill  or 
during  the  winter.  I  fhall  confider  thefe  within  the  mean- 
ing and  operation  of  the  refolve,  though  they  are  not 
mentioned  ;  and  fhall  dired  every  neceffary  meafure  to 
be  taken  to  re-enlift  them. 

From  the  exorbitant  ftate,  town,  and  fubftitute  boun- 
ties, 1  am  very  doubtful  whether  twenty  dollars  will  be 
found  fufficient  to  engage  fo  great  a  proportion  either  of 
the  draughts  or  continentals,  as  was  at  firft  apprehen^sd*^ 
Our  failure  in  the  enterprife  againfl  Rhode-Ifland  ^will 
have  its  weight  ;  and  every  day,  from  the  approach  of  the 
fall  and  winter,  will  add  new  difficulties.  As  it  is  a  work 
of  the  moil  effential  importance,  I  will  order  it  to  be  be- 
gun the  inftant  the  money  arrives  :  and.  left,  on  experi- 
ment, the  fum  fhould  prove  too  fmall,  I  would  fubmit  it  to 
Congrefs  whether  it  will  not  be  expedient  to  pafs  another 
refolve,  authorifing  a  further  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  < 
ufed  as  circumftances  may  make  it  neceffary.  This  can* 
remain  a  fecret,  and  will  not  be  carried  into  execution  but 
in  cafe  of  evident  neceffity.  I  feel  very  much  interefted 
upon  the  occafion,  and  have  fubraitted  this  mode,  that 
there  may  not  be  the  leafl  pofTible  delay  in  attempting  to 
engage  the  men  under  a  fecond  expedient  if  the  iirfl  fhould 
not  fucceed.  The  articles  of  clothing  and  blankets  fhould 
alfo  employ  the  utmofl  attention  to  provide  them  :  we  are 
now  in  great  want,  particularly  of  the  latter  ;  there  not 
being  lefs  than  adually  wanted  at  this  moment. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  The  return  of  blankets  has  not  come  in  :  and 
therefore  I  cannot  afcertain  the  deficiency  by  this  con- 
veyance. 


Head-  garter  s^ 
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S  I  R,  Head' garters,  WhiU-Plains,  SepU  4-,  1 7  7 8 » 

I  HAD  the  pleafure  to  hear  this  morning,  by  a  let- 
ter from  general  SulHvan,  of  the  thirty-firfl:  ultimo,  that  he 
had  efFedted  a  retreat  to  the  main,  the  preceding  night, 
without  any  iofs  either  of  men  or  ftores.  As  he  has  writ- 
ten to  Gongrefs  fully  upon  the  fubjedc,  and  I  feel  their 
anxiety  to  hear  it,  I  fliall  not  detain  major  Morris  longer 
than  to  obferve  that  I  think  tbx  retreat  a  moft  fortunate, 
lucky,  and  well-timed  event. 

Major  Morris  informs  me  he  has  heard  that  lord  Hov/c 
was  off  Bofton  with  his  fleet  :  and  it  appears  by  a  New- 
York  paper  of  the  fecond,  that  rear-admiral  Parker  arrived 
at  Sandy-Hook  on  this  day  week  with  fix  fhips  of  the 
line,  of  feventy-four  guns  each, — which  is  corroborated  by 
other  accounts.  I  tranfmitted  the  intelligence  to  his  ex- 
cellency count  lyEflaing,  yefterda.y-and  the  day  before,  as 
it  acquired  more  and  more  the  appearance  of  certainty, — 
as  I  have  regularly  done  every  occurrence  intereiling  tohiE 
iieet  and  our  operations, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  See.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Hsad'^arters,  iVhite-Plains,  Sept.  7,  I77S. 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  laying  before  Congrefs  the 
inclofed  copies  of  a  paragraph  and  fchedule  contained  in  a 
letter  from  general  Heath,  which  I  lately  received.  Thefe 
will  apprife  Congrefs,  if  they  are  not  already  informed,  of 
the  fupplies  of  provlfion  and  wood  wanted  by  the  count 
D'Eftaing,  and  will  naturally  lead  to  a  confideration  of 
the  ways  and  means  to  be  purfued  for  furniihing  them  a| 
fooii  as  poinble. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  you  on  the  fourth 
and  fifth  inttant,  I  have  obtained  a  return  of  the  blankets 
which  are  now  deficient.  This,  and  the  fafl:  approach  of 
the  fall,  Will  fugged  the  neceffity  of  the  moft  vigorous  ex- 
ertions being  ufed  to  procure  them.  Not  a  night  will  pafs: 
from  this  time  without  the  foldiers  feeling  the  want. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  3cc.  G.  W« 

Hedid' garters  »^. 
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S  I  R,  Headquarters,  White-Plaim,  Sepi.  12,  ITjZ, 

I  DO  myfelf  the  honour  of  returning  to  Congrefs 
the  report  of  their  committee  on  the  fubjedt  of  an  infpec- 
torfliip  (tranfmitted  in  ypur  letter  of  the  twentieth  ultimo, 
which  was  not  received  till  the  thirty-firft)  with  fuch  ob« 
fervations  as  have  occurred  to  me  in  confidering  the  mat- 
ter, and  which  I  have  made  with  a  freedom  that  I  truffc 
will  be  agreeable  to  Congrefs.  I  wifh  it  had  been  in  my 
power  to  have  returned  it  before  :  but  the  intervention  of 
a  variety  of  other  important  bufinefs  from  time  to  tirne 
obliged  me  to  poftpone  a  conclufion  upon  the  points  till 
yefterday. 

I  have  already,  in  a  letter  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  July, 
delivered  my  fentiments  upon  the  confequences  that  would 
attend  the  baron  Steuben's  being  appointed  to  an  adual 
aud  permanent  command  in  the  line  ;  and  therefore  I  will 
not  trouble  Congrefs  with  a  repetition  of  them.  How- 
ever, I  will  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  1  am  more  and 
more  convinced  that  what  I  then  faid  upon  the  occafion 
was  v/ell  founded  ;  and  that  I  am  certain  fuch  a  meafure 
will  produce  at  lead  infinite  difcontents  and  difquietudes 
among  the  general  officers. 

I  have  alfo  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  favour  of  the 
fifth  inftant,  with  the  feveral  papers  to  v/hich  it  refers. 
Thefe  fnall  have  my  attention  as  far  as  pradi cable.  I  hope 
all  the  confederate  troops  are  on  the  march  from  Phila- 
delphia, and,  if  they  are  not,  that  immediate  orders  will  be 
given  for  their  joining  the  army. 

The  inclofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  general  Sullivan,  of 
the  tenth  inftant,  will  inform  Congrefs  that  the  enemy  have 
not  relinquifhed  their  burning  plans,  and  that  in  this  way 
they  have  deftroyed  feveral  houfes,  ftores,  and  veffels,  at 
and  near  Bedford. 

I  was  advifed  on  Wednefday  night  that  a  body  of  them, 
confifting  of  four  or  five  tlioufand,  under  general  Grey,  had 
made  a  landing  in  that  quarter,  and  were  intrenching.  In 
confequence  of  this,  and  from  an  gpprehenfion  that  general 
Clinton  might  poflibly  mean  to  operate  to  the  eaftward  and 
form  fome  project  in  concert  with  lord  Howe  againft  the 
count  D'Eftaing's  fquadron,  I  determined  to  move  the 
B  b  2  troops 
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troops  from  this  ground  to  a  rear  poGtion,  better  calculated 
to  afford  fupport  to  the  works  on  the  North-river  in  cafe 
an  attempt  fliould  be  made  again  ft  them,  and  at  the  fan:iG 
time  more  conYcnient  for  forwarding,  detachments  to  the 
caftward,  if  the  enem.y  point  their  operations  that  v/ay. 

I  was  the  more  induced  to  come  to  this  determination 
as  moft  of  the  accounts  from  New-York  Teemed  to  lead  to 
a  belief^  as  they  ftill  do,  that  a  confiderable  movement  was 
and  is  in  contemplation,  if  not  an  entire  evacuation  of  the 
city,  and  this  by  water.  Befides  thefe  reafons,  the  princi- 
pal obje(^s  for  taking  poft  here  do  not  now  exift.  One 
was  to  create  every  poffibie  jealoufy  in  favour  of  the  expe- 
dition againft  Rhode-Iiland ;  another,  the  confuming  the 
forage  within  its  vicinity  and  towards  Kingfbridge.  The 
former  is  now  over^  and  the  latter  in  a  great  degree  ac- 
€omplifhed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W* 


$  I  R,.  Head' garters ^  near  Fredcricjhiirgy  Sept.  23,  177^* 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefiing  you  on  the 
twelfth  inflant,  I  have  received  your  feveral  favours  of  the 
tenth,  twelfth  and  fixteentli,  with  the  refolutions  to  which 
they  allude.  I  tranfmJtted  the  Brkifh  commifTioners  the 
refolve  of  the  fourth  inftant  refpec^ing  the  convention  troops 
the  morning  after  it  came  to  hand,  and  alfo  wrote  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  upon  the  fubje<ft  of  paffports.  I  have  not 
received  his  anfwer. 

With  refpe<5l  to  the  magazines,  I  have  directed  the  com- 
miffary  to  form  them  on  the  inland  communication  from 
hence  to  Bofton,  at  proper  intervals.  The  twenty  thou- 
fand  barrels  of  flour  that' Con grefs  have  ordered  to  be  pur- 
chafed  will  be  a  valuable  addition,  if  they  can  be  tranfport- 
cd  by  water  :  but  it  feems  to  me  there  will  be  great  rillv  of 
its  being  loft,  if  it  is  fent  by  fea  while  the  enemy  have  a  fu- 
perior  fleet  on  our  coaft. 

As  the  campaign  is  not  clofed  yet,  all  our  cavalry  are  of 
ufe.  They  lie  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  enemy's  pofts,, 
for  the  purpofe  of  reftraining  their  parties,  and  for  obtain- 
ing and  giving  intelligence  of  their  movemeDts ;  and  they 

are 
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are  flibfiftcd  upon  tile  forage  which  would  other  wife  be  ex- 
pofcd  to  them.  I  am  fenlible  that  thefe  corps  are  attended 
with  great  expenfe  ;  and  the  moment  I  think  the  fervice 
w^ill  admit  of  it^  they  or  a  part  of  them  Ihall  be  quartered 
in  diiTerent  places  diftant  from  the  army,  where  they  may 
be  provided  for  on  better  terms.  The  price  of  forage, 
and  the  diiiicuky  of  getting  it,  are  really  objeds  of  great 
magnitude,  and  fuch  as  fliould  undergo  fome  regulation,  if 
there  is  any  that  can  be  adopted.  I  received  letters  a  fe\7 
days  ago  from  the  commiilary  and  quarter-mafter  upon  this 
Tabje6l,  copies  of  which,  and  of  my  letter  in  confequencc 
to  the  feveral.  States  from  Maffachufetts-Bay  to  Pennfylva- 
nia  inclufive,  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclofe. 

The  refoiution  prohibiting  officers,  except  fiich  as  are 
fpecially  authorifed,  to  keep  horfes  in  the  army  or  within 
forty  miles  of  it,  has  been  publifhed  in  orders,,  and.  I  will 
take  every  (tep  in  my  }X)wer  to.  give,  it  eiFe61:;. 

1  have  confidered  the  pradlic ability  of  reducing  the 
teams  employed  in  the  army,  and  find,  however  -delirable 
the  objed  may  be,  that  it  cannot  be  done..  We  have  not 
at  this  time  more  than  are  abfblutely  and  indifpenfably  nec- 
eilary,  nor  fo  many  as  v/ould  be  neceffary  in  cafe  of  a  rap- 
id movement :  neither  does  it  appear  to  me  that  there  can- 
be  a  fubditution  of  ox.  for  horfe  teams,  at  leaft  to  any  great 
extent ;  nor  th?.t  any  material  advantages  would  arife  from 
fuch  a  meafure.  There  might  perhaps  be  a  fmall  favingin 
the  article  of  provender  :  but  this,  I  fear,  would  be  greatly 
over-balanced  in  the  lofs  of  cattle  that  would  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  ufe  of  the  commifTary's  department.  After  a 
full  invedigation  of  the  fubjed,  I  believe  we  (hall  be  obliged 
to  adhere  to  the  kind  of  teams  we  now  emplo}^,  and  that 
the  only  relief  we  fliall  have  in  point  of  expenfe  will  arife 
from  fending  a  part  of  the  hories  to  places  where  they  may 
be  more  eaijly  foraged,  when  we  have  fixed  our  camp  and 
quarters  for  the  winter. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  Congrefs  that  there  is  a  nc- 
ceffity  of  fome  mode's  being  eflabliihed,  by  v/hich  claims  on 
the  old  quarter-miafterfhip,  that  remain  unfatisfied,  may  be 
difcharged.  There  are  many  of  this  nature  ;  and  thefe, 
however  well  authenticated  they  may  be,  the  gentlemen 
sow  in  office  do  not  conceive  themfelves  at  liberty  to  ad- 
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juft,  withovit  obtaining  fome  fpecial  direction  for  the  purpofe. 
I  am  every  day  applied  to  for  payment  of  fuch  accounts, 
and,  in  many  inftances,  have  been  obliged,  as  well  for  the 
fake  of  juftice  to  individuals  as  for  the  public  good,  to  or- 
der them  to  be  taken  up.  It  appears  to  me  that  Congrefs 
cannot  be  too  early  in  their  refolution  upon  this  occafion, 
and  that  either  the  prefent  department  fhould  be  authorifed 
to  fettle  and  pay  fuch  claims,  or  that  fome  perfons  fhould  be 
appointed  and  fupplied  with  money  for  the  purpofe. 

The  army  marched  from  White-Plains  on  the  fixteenth  , 
inftant,  and  is  now  encamped  in  different  places.  Three 
brigades,  compofing  the  Virginia  troops,  part  of  the  right, 
wing,  under  the  command  of  general  Putnam,  are  at  Rob-, 
infon's  near  Wefl-Point :  and  two  brigades  more,  com- 
pofing the  remainder,  are  with  baron  De  Kalb  at  Filhkill 
plains,  about  ten  miles  from  the  town,  on  the  road  leading 
to  Sharon.  The  fecond  line,  with  lord  Stirling,  is  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fredericfburg  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  left  wing 
at  Danbury  under  the  command  of  general  Gates.  Thefe 
feveral  pofls  appear  to  be  the  befl  we  can  occupy  in  the  pref- 
ent doubtful  ftate  of  things,  as  they  have  relation  to  the 
fupport  of  Wefi-Point  in  cafe  of  an  attack  in  that  quarter, 
and  are  alfo  on  the  communication  to  the  eaflward,  if  the 
enemy  point  their  operations  that  way.  Befides  thefe  dif- 
poiitions,  general  Scott  with  a  light  corps  remains  below  in 
the  country  about  King's-Street. 

The  letter  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  which  I  have  the 
honour  of  tranfmitting  was  fent  to  me  to-day  by  colonel 
Baylor  who  is  poflied  at  Hackinfac.  He  fays  he  received 
one  for  me  by  the  fame  flag  ;  and,  from  his  note,  he  fup- 
pofed  he  had  charged  the  horfeman  with  it  who  juft  arriv- 
ed at  Head-Quarters.  Through  accident  he  forwarded 
yours  to  me ;  and  I  think  it  probable  that  you  will  be 
troubled  with  mine.  If  this  fhould  be  the  cafe,  you  will 
be  fo  obliging  as  to  return  it  to  me  by  the  firft  conveyance. 
1  was  alfo  informed  by  colonel  Baylor,  that  a  confiderable 
body  of  the  enemy  landed  at  Paulus'  Hook  in  the  evening 
of  the  twenty-fecond,  and  were  encamped  that  night  in  the 
woods  between  four  and  five  miles  from  the  town  of  Ber- 
gen. He  had  not  learned  their  obje<Sl :  but  it  is  likely  they 
are  after  forage. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W* 

Head-Barters^ 
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C5  I  R, 

THE  following  Is  an  extrad  of  a  letter  of  the  fev- 
enteenth  inHant,  which  I  had  the  honour  to  receive  from 
the  count  D'Eftalng. 

^'  I  entreat  you<  to  promote  the  exchange  of  prifoners 
already  planned  by  monfieur  Girard.  The  unhappy  per- 
fons  taken  before  the  coinmencement  of  hoftilities  cannot 
be  fully  regarded  a?  prifoners  :  their  lot  is  dreadful.  The 
mode  adopted  for  exchanging  them  by  means  of  your  com- 
miffary,  without  introducing  the  king's  name  or  mine  into 
the  tranfa6tion,  removes  a  great  part  of  the  political  diffi- 
culties which  before  fubfilled.^' 

I  am  an  entire  (Iranger  to  the  plan  above  referred  to,  or 
to  the  mode  that  has  been  adopted  for  exchanging  by 
means  of  our  commifTary.  He  is  abfent  from  the  army  : 
and  I  muft  therefore  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  obtain  from 
'  monfieur  Girard  fuch  information  as  will  enable  nie  to  give 
diredions  for  carrying  the  count's  defires  into  execution^ 
if  pradicable. 

The  marquis  De  Vienne,  at  prefent  at  Bofton,  has  re- 
quefted  a  furlough  of  eighteen  months  to  enable  him  to 
return  to  France,  whither  he  is  called  by  fome  domeftic 
concerns.  I  do  not  conceive  myfelf  at  liberty  to  grant  his 
requefl:  v/ithout  the  perniiflion  of  Congrefs,  to  whom  I 
would  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that,  if  agreeable  to  them,  he 
may  be  indulged  without  prejudice  to  the  fervice,  as  he  is 
not  attached  to  any.  particular  command. 

I  have  juit  received  an  account  from  Jerfey,  which  I 
fear  is  too  true,  that  colonel  Baylor's  regiment  of  dragoons 
were  fjrprifed- in  their  quarters  the  night  before  lad,  and 
mod  of  them  killed  or  taken.  A  few  of  the  llragglers 
have  come  in,  who  can  give  but  a  very  imperfe(51:  account 
of  the  matter.  They  think  the  colonel  and  moil:  of  the 
officers  were  made  prifoners,  and  that,  the  privates  v\'ere 
put  to  the  fv/ord.  There  were,  1  imagine,  about  one 
hundred  men  of  the  regjm.ent  together  when  this  unlucky 
accident  happened. 

The  day  of  the  enemy  in  Jerfey  being  longer  than  I 
apprehended,  and  not  knov/ing  what  their  real  intentions 

may 
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may  be,  I  have  ordered  general  Maxwell  to  advance  from 
Elizabethtown  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Acquakenunk 
bridge,  and  have  fent  over  general  Woodford's  brigade 
from  this  fide  of  the  river.  I  have  alfo  ordered  general 
Pulafld  to  advance  with  as  much  expedition  as  poffible, 
and  join  the  brigades.  Lord  StirUng  has  this  day  gone 
over  to  take  the  command  of  the  continental  forces  and 
militia  who  are  affembling  in  confiderable  numbers.  If  the 
enemy  mean  only  to  forage,  they  will  be  kept  from  ex- 
tending themfelves  by  thefe  troops  .•  and  if  they  have  any 
defigns  upon  the  pofts  in  the  Highlands,  they  will  be  pre- 
vented from  feizing  the  paffes  leading  to  the  forts,  by  lord 
Stirhng,  who  will  be  between  them  and  the  enemy,  and 
always  ready  to  poffefs  them. 

I  have  made  proper  difpofitions  on  this  fide  the  river 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  Highlands,  in  cafe  that  body  of  the 
enemy,  who  are  on  this  fide  Kingfbridge  employed  in  col- 
ledling  forage,  fnould  advance. 

The  &etch  of  Rhode-Ifland,  forwarded  by  this  exprefs, 
was  received  from  general  Sullivan,  and  left  behind  by 
accident  when  the  laft  difpatches  were  fent  oiF. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  yours  of  the  twen- 
tieth, inclofing  an  order  for  count  Pulaflci's  legion  to  ad- 
vance to  Trenton. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Head-Barters,  Ftjhhilly  Oaoher  3,  1 778. 

I  AM  honoured  with  ^^our  favour  of  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  September,  with  tlie  inclofed  refolves  of  Con- 
grefs,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  tranfmitted  to  major-general 
Lincoln  for  his  information  and  dire(5lion. 

Being  feparated  from  my  papers,  I  am  uncertain  whether 
I  mentioned  in  my  lad:,  that,  the  enemy  in  the  Jerfeys  hav- 
ing received  a  reinforcement  and  made  fome  forward 
movements,  I  had  thought  it  expedient  to  detach  another 
brigade  thither  to  a6l  in  conjunction  with  the  one  already 
there  together  with  Pulaf]<:i's  corps  and  the  militia,  and 
had  fent  major-general  lord  Stirling  to  take  the  command 
of  the  whole  % — that  I  had  alfo  ordered  major-genera! 

Putnam 
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Putnam  acrofs  the  river  for  the  immediate  fecurity  of 
Weft-Point,  and  moved  a  divifion  of  troops  to  this  place^ 
to  be  nearer  that  poft.  I  have  fince  come  here  myfelf, 
and  propofe  to  remain  till  the  views  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Jerfeys  are  decided  ;  though  I  have  had  no  reafon  to  al- 
ter my  opinion  that  nothing  more  than  a  forage  is  intend- 
ed. By  the  laft  accounts,  they  had  drawn  in  their 
out-parties,  and  refumed  their  lirft  bounds  behind  Plackin- 
fac  river,  at  the  liberty-pole  and  Newbridge. 

That  part  of  Baylor's  regiment  which  efcaped  came  off 
in  the  firft  inftance,  and  were  afterwards  brought  off  in  fo 
dilperfed  a  manner  that  the  number  has  not  been  afcer- 
tained  :  but,  from  what  I  have  learned,  I  fhould  eftimate 
the  loJ(s  at  about  fifty  men  and  feventy  horfes.  Major 
Clough  is  dead  of  his  wounds.  This  affair  feems  to  have 
been  attended  with  every  circumftance  of  cruelty. 

It  is  a  fmall  compenfation  for  this  accident,  that  colonel 
Butler  three  or  four  days  ago,  with  a  party  of  infantry  and 
horfe  comprehending  major  Lee's  corps,  furprifed  about  a 
hundred  Yagers  below  Tarry  town,  killed  ten  on  the  fpot, 
and  took  a  lieutenant  and  eighteen  men  prifoners.  The 
roughnefs  of  the  country  facilitated  the  flight  of  the  reft^ 
and  prevented  the  fuccefs  being  more  complete. 

The  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  general  St.  Clair  accom- 
pany this  letter.   , 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 

P.  S.  I  have  received  advice  of  the  arrival  of  a  packet 
from  England. 


SIR,  Hi-ad- garters,  Dader  6,  I??^- 

THIS  Will  be  delivered  to  you  by  major-general  the 
marquis  De  la  Fayette.  The  generous  motives,  which 
^ix'^k  induced  him  to  crofs  the  Atlantic  and  enter  the  army 
of  the  L^nited  States,  are  well  knowm  to  Congrefs.  Rea- 
fons  equally  laudable  now  engage  his  return  to  France, 
which  in  her  prefent  circumftances  claims  his  fervices. 
His  eagernefs  to  offer  his  duty  to  his  prince  and  country, 
however  great,  could  not  influence  him  to  quit  the  conti- 
nent in  any  ftage  of  an  unfinilhed  campaign.     He  refolved 

to 
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to  remain  at  lead  till  the  clofe  of  the  prefent,  and  embraces 
this  moment  of  fufpenfe  to  communicate  his  wiflies  to  Con- 
grefs,  with  a  view  of  having  the  necelTary  arrangements 
made  in  time,  and  of  being  Hill  within  reach,  (hould  any 
occafion  offer  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf  in  the  field. 

The  marquis  at  the  fame  time,  from  a  defire  of  preferr- 
ing a  relation  with  us,  and  a  hope  of  having  it  yet  in  his 
power  to  be  ufeful  as  an  American  officer,  folicits  only  a 
furlough  fufficient  for  the  purpofes  above-mentioned.  A 
reludlance  to  part  with  an  officer,  who  unites  to  all  the 
military  fire  of  youth  an  uncommon  maturity  of  judgment, 
would  lead  me  to  prefer  his  being  abfent  on  this  footing,  if 
it  depended  on  me.  I  fhall  always  be  happy  to  give  fuch 
a  tefUmony  of  his  fervices  as  his  bravery  and  condu(fl  on 
-all  occafions  entitle  him  to  ;  and  1  have  no  doubt  that 
Congrefs  will  add  faltable  expreinons  of  their  fenfe  of  his 
iiieric,  and  their  regret  on  account  of  his  de^^arturc. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  The  marquis  is  fo  obliging  as  to  take  charge  of 
a  packet  containing  the  proceedings  of  a  court-martial  in 
oeneral  Schuyler's  cafe. 


Ti?  ih  Board  of  JVar. 

Ilead-^arUrs,  n^ar  Frcdcncfhur^^  OSlohcr  II,  1.77?^ 

GS.NTLEMEN, 

THE  inceffant  and  preiTing  appHcations  of  the  ofE- 
cers,  and  their  real  diftrefs  for  clothing,  oblige  me  to  re- 
peal my  v/ifhcs  to  the  board,  to  obtain  the  earliell:  diredlion 
ot  Congrefs  for  relieving  their  wants.  They  are  In  a  very 
difagreeable  fituation  in  this  refpe(fl  •;  and,  unlefs  fomc 
mode  can  be  adopted  for  fpeedily  Applying  them,  many 
will  be  obliged  Involiintarily  to  quit  the  fervlce  :  or,  if  this 
fliould  not  be  the  cafe,  we  (liall  be  involved  in  perpetual 
complaints,  and  tlie  moil:  painful  applications. 

I  do  not  recollec];,  when  the  army  was  lirft  appointed, 
that  there  was  any  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  public 
that  the  ofiicers  fliould  be  provided  v/lth  clothing  through 
their  means  ;  nor  lias  there  been  any  explicit  declaration 

fincc^ 
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fmce,  that  1  remember,  for  the  purpofe  :  but  the  meafare 
has  become  indifpenfably  necefTary  ;  and,  without  the  in- 
tervention of  public  aid,  they  never  can  be  fupplied :  for 
their  pay,  if  the  articles  proper  could  be  found  in  a  private 
way,  (fi'om  the  enormous  and  exorbitant  prices  now  ex- 
acted for  every  thing)  would  prove  wholly  incompetent  to 
the  end. 

There  is  however  a  refolution  of  Congrefs,  of  the  twen- 
ty-fecond  of  November  laft,  which  points  to  a  provifion 
through  the  public  means  and  thofe  of  the  States  individ- 
ually taken.  This  has  encouraged  the  officers  to  look  for 
fupplies  in  the  manner  there  profeffed  ;  and.  their  not  bein;j 
able  to  obtain  them  makes  them  more  uneafy  perhaps  than 
if  the  refolution  had  never  paffed. 

1  have  written  to  mellieurs  Otis  and  Andrews  to  make 
a  return  of  the  cloth,  &c.  in  their  hands,  proper  for  offi- 
cers, and  alfo  to  advife  me  what  quantities  might  be  pro- 
cured in  cafe  the  board  fliould  dired  a  purchafe.  This 
appears  to  be  the  only  practicable  expedient  at  this  time, 
from  which  relief  can  be  drawn  :  and,  if  it  is  to  be  adoptr- 
ed,  the  agents  cannot  be  too  foon  ordered  to  carry  it  into 
execution.  I  really  wijfh  to  be  informed  by  the  board  by 
the  firfl:  opportunity  whether  tlie  officers  may  expedl  fup- 
plies through  the  public  (lores,  that  I  may  be  able  to  an- 
fwer  them  decifively  upon  the  point  when  they  aj5ply.  A§ 
matters  now  (tand,  I  am  in  a  very  av/kward  and  irkfome 
fituation. 

Since  it  is  evident  that  the  officers  cannot  provide  them- 
felves  with  clothing,  and  that  there  is  a  neceffity  for  the 
intervention  of  the  public  aid,  I  would  fubmit  it  to  the 
board  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  for  them  to  form  an 
efiimate  of  clothing,  proportioned  to  the  number  of  officer? 
in  the  army,  for  the  ccnfideration  of  Congrefs,  and  to  ob- 
tain their  fan(51ion  for  importing  the  fame,  if  they  approve 
the  plan.  This  meamre,  it  feems  to  me,  is  the  only  one 
that  can  infure  relief  in  future  ;  and  it  appears  the  more 
eligible  as  the  lofs  to  the  public  will  be  infinitely  lefs  than 
if  they  procure  the  articles  in  the  country,  fuppofing  that 
it  could  be  done.  Befides  this  confideration,  the  officers 
then  might  be  properly  uniformed  and  all  placed  on  a  juft 
and  equal  footing.  1 

Vol.  XL  Cc  If 
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If  the  board  Hiould  be  aiithorlfed  to  dlrecl  an  immedi- 
ate purchafe  of  clothing  for  the  oiHcers,  I  will  take  the 
liberty  to  fuggell  that  it  may  not  be  impitoper  for  them  to 
enjoin  on  the  part  of  the  clothier  a  ftrid  compliance  with 
the  jefolution  of  Congrefs  which  1  have  mentioned,  in  the 
falc.  The  oiEcers  fay  that  hitherto  it  has  not  had  the 
nece(niry  ..nd  generous  operation  intended  by  Congrefs.; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  ia  the  few  inflances  in  which  they 
have  been  able  to  furniOi  themfelyes  with  articles  from  the 
public  (lores,  that  they  have  do^ie.it  at  the  current  exorbi- 
tant  prices.  Indeed,  there  are  many  matters  in  the  de- 
partrnent  which  require  a  m.ore  perfcASt  and  explicit  arrange- 
ment than  ,has  ever  been  made  :  and  at  prefent  there  is 
fuch  a  clafaing  of  offices  and  officers  that  it  is  difficult  tp 
determine  how  or  with  whom  budnefs  is  to  be  tranfa<51ed« 

J  j:iave  the  Ironou!;  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W* 


I 


S  1  R, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addreiTing  you  on  the 
fixth  inifant  by  favour  of  the  marquis  De  la  Fayette,  1  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  the  fee  on  d  with  its  inclofure. 

I  do  mvieif  the  honour  of  tranfmitting  you  an  account 
of  tlie  enopgem.ent  between  the  French  and  Britifn  fleets 
on  the  tv/enty-feventh  of  July,  as  publiflied  by  the  Britifh 
admiral ty-bourd.  1  received  a  ])rinted  copy  of  it  laft  nigh.t 
from  New-Yoik,  which  I  have  forwarded  to  l)is  excelkn- 
cy  count  D'Edaing.  dt  is  evident  from  admiral  Ke,qxP3 
own-relation  of  theafridr,  that  he  was  pretty, feverely  han- 
dled, notwhhihnding  he  aiiec]:s  in  the  cqncluficn  to  men- 
tion that  he  wilhed  extremely  for ^ an  opportunity  to  renev,' 
the  combat  the  next  day. 

We  are  [Hli  in  great  {ii%n(e.as  to  the  operations  and 
def  gns  of  the  eneniy,  though  every  pradicable  meafare  has 
been  ufed  and  is  piirfaing,  to  come  at  them.  By  late  and 
dlrea  accounts  it  would  ieem  that  fbme  troops  at  leaf!:  arc 
going  from  New-York.  A  few  days,  I  think,  mu(t  open 
their  condu'*):  decifivelv. 

I  hare 
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1  have  had  the  misfortune  to  hear  that  the  Raleigh 
frigate  has  become  a  prize  to  two  Britifa  fliips  of  war  after 
a  long  and  very  gallant  refiilance.  Captain  Barry,  finding 
that  the  frigate  would  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  ran  her 
adiore  on  Seal-Ifland,  to  which  he  efcaped  in  boats  with 
about  eighty  of  his  hands,  and  from  thence  to  the  main. 
It  is  Hiid  he  took  meafures  for  blowing  her  up,  but  v/as 
defeated  in  his  purpofe  by  the  perfidy  of  an  under  officer 
who  concealed  himfelf  and  remained  on  board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  bej  &c.-  G.  W. 


SIR,  Head' garters,  Fredsncfiurg,    OB.   iS,   I  7  78, 

I  AM  honoured  with  yours  of  the  ninth,  inclofing 
the  refolves  to  extend  the  embargo,  and  to  prevent  fore- 
ftalling  provifions.  I  hope  the  latter  will  have  the  defired 
ciFecfl :  for,  unlefs  that  mod:  infamotls  praAice  of  railing 
the  prices  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  can  be  (lopped,  it  will 
be  impoOible  for  any  funds  to  fubfiil:  the  army. 

Inclofed  you  have  the  copy  of  a  petition  from  the  refu- 
'  gees  in  Nev;-York  to  the  commiilioners.  You  may  depend 
upon  the  authenticity  of  it,  as  it  is  taken  from  a  New-York 
paper.  It  (hould  feem  by  this  that  they  are  extremely  (o- 
Kcitous  and  anxious  to  knov^^  v/hether  New-York  is  to  be 
garrifoned,  which  implies  a  fufpicion  on  tlieir  part  that  it 
is  to  be  evacuated.  All  accounts,  fmce  mjne  of  tire  four- 
teenth, confirm  the  report  af  a  very  confiderable  embarka- 
tion. It  is  faid  to  corifift  of  ten  Britifh  regiments  com- 
pleted to  their  full  eftablifhment,  and  their  grenadier  and 
light  companies  added  to  them.  This  v/ill  make  them 
amount  to  upv/ards  of  five  thoufand  men.  They  have  not 
l^iiled. 

1  cannot  fay  that  I  ant  fatisfiid  that  a  total  evacuation 
of  the  city  is  intended  this  winter,  ahhough  many  inhabit- 
ants near  the  lines,  and  feveral  out  of  the  city,  are  of  that 
opinion.  I  have  fet  every  engine  at  work  to  procure  full 
intelligence  of  their  defigns  ;  and  I  hope  to  fucceed.  The 
current  opinion  of  deferters  and  others  is,  that  the  prefent 
embarkation  is  intended  for  the  Wed-lndies  :  fome  few 
have  faid  that  they  have  a  defign  upon  Charlefton. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5cc.  G.  V/. 
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SIR,  Head- garters,  Fredericjburg^   OB,  24,   1 778. 

THE  letter  which  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling 
to  you  the  day  before  yefterday  would  inform  Congrefs  of 
the  embarkation  and  failing  of  a  confiderable  detachment 
of  the  enemy  from  New- York,  and  of  the  meafures  I  had 
taken  in  expedtation  of  and  upon  the  happening  of  the 
event.  Whether  this  will  be  fucceeded  by  a  further  em- 
barkation, or  by  a  total  evacuation  of  the  pofls  which  they 
hold  within  the  States,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  or  the 
enfuing  one,  1  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  But,  as  it 
will  be  right  and  prudent  in  us  to  provide  for  every  con- 
tingency, I  v/ould  with  the  greateft  deference  fubmit  it  to 
Congrefs  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  for  them  to  call 
upon  the  States  to  provide  men  in  time  for  filling  their 
refpe<5tive  battalions,  before  or  at  any  rate  againft  the  open- 
ing of  the  fpring,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  there  was 
a  moral  certainty  that  the  war  would  be  profecuted  with 
all  poffible  vigour  on  the  part  of  Britain.  Should  this  not 
be  the  cafe,  or  fhould  any  event  caft  up  in  the  mean  time 
to  render  troops  unnecefTary,  it  will  be  eafy  to  difband  the 
levies  and  to  keep  them  from  the  field, — -while,  on  the 
other  hand,  our  relaxation  in  not  providing  them  may  fub- 
je6l  us  at  leaft  to  many  difagreeable  confequences. 

The  general  return  of  the  infantry  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, tranfmitted  to  the  board  of  war  by  the  adjutant- 
general,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer,  will  (hew 
Congrefs  the  whole  amount  of  our  reputed  force  at  that 
time.  But  I  am  to  obferve,  that  large,  very  large  deduc- 
tions are  to  be  made  from  it  on  account  of  the  columns  of 
fick,  and  the  men  fiiid  to  be  on  command.  Many  under 
the  former  defcription,  particularly  that  of  fick  abfent,  are 
a6tuaily  dead  ;  others,  unfit  for  fervice  ;  and  feveral,  who 
have  recovered,  have  deferted  :  nor  will  the  latter  afford 
more  than  one  half  of  its  number  in  tim^  of  a61ion,  as  various 
duties,  fuch  as  waggoning,  diftant  guards,  efcorts,  &c.  em- 
ploy a  great  proportion  of  thofe  under  this  denomination. 
Befides  the  above  dedudlions,  Congrefs  will  percei^^ 
from  the  return  which  I  now  take  the  liberty  of  tranfmit- 
.  ting,  that  there  are  four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty 
draughts  and  others,  whofe  terms  of  fervice  will  expire 

during 
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during  and  by  the  clofe  of  winter  :  for  I  am  forry  to  add 
that  our  exertions  to  re-engage  the  draughts  and  old  fold- 
iers  in  this  predicament,  for  the  ufual  bounty,  have  proved 
fo  far  ineffedlual  and  without  fuccefs.  I  have  not  tried 
what  effed  the  additional  grant  of  ten  dollars  might  have  : 
but  I  fear,  and  it  feems  to  be  the  opinion  of  all  I  have  con- 
fulted  upon  the  occafion,  that  it  would  have  but  little  if 
any  influence.  I  know  in  the  cafe  of  the  draughts  and 
troops  of  one  State,  that  the  offer  of  twenty  dollars  on  the 
part  of  the  continent,  with  a  like  allowance  and  an  a£lual 
depofit  of  it  by  the  State,  has  been  no  temptation. 

This  general  relu(flance.uind  refufal  is  founded  in  the 
unhappy  depreciated  light  in  which  the  foldiery  viev/  the 
money,  and  their  expedtation  of  receiving  immenfe  State, 
difbifl,  and  fubftitute  bounties.  Whether  grants  or  boun- 
ties by  Congrefs,  bearing  fome  proportion  to  thefe,  to  fuch 
as  fhould  enlifl:  for  the  war,  would  be  attended  with  better 
fuccefs,  I  cannot  undertake  to  decide.  The  experiment 
may  be  made  if  they  judge  it  proper  :  and  if  it  proves  an 
inducement  of  any  extent,  it  will  be  an  infinite  faving  in 
the  end.  I  believe  however  our  fureft  and  only  certain 
aids  will  be  derived  from  draughting,  v/hich  I  truft  may 
and  will  be  done  by  the  States  on  the  recommendation  of 
Congrefs,  agreeable  to  the  mode  mentioned  in  my  letter  to 
their  committee  when  they  firil  honoured  me  with  a  vifit 
at  Valley-Forge.  The  exertions  to  recruit  by  voluntary 
enliftments  may  ftill  go  on,  as  both  modes  in  all  probabil- 
ity will  not  produce  near  as  many  men  as  may  be  found 
neceffary. 

In  the  cafe  of  the  Carolina  troops  whofe  fervice  is  end- 
ing every  day,  the  ouicers  fay  that  nothing  will  induce 
them  to  enlift,  unlefs  they  can  be  permitted  to  go  home  on 
furlough  till  the  fpring.  On  this  indulgence  they  feem  to 
think  feveral  might  be  engaged.  The  didance  is' great, 
and  there  will  be  fome  uncertainty  as  to  their  returning  : 
befides,  it  will  be  fixing  a  precedent  for  others.  If  Con- 
grefs approve  the  plan,  they  will  be  pleafed  to  inform  me 
by  the  earlieft  opportunity. 

I  am  under  fome  difficulty  about  clothing  the  draughts^ 
and  the  old  foldiers  whofe  fervice  is  expiring  and  will  de- 
termine every  day.  As  Congrefs  have  never  exprelTed 
C  c  2  their 
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their  fenfe  upon  the  fubje^l,  aod  this  is  increafed  by  a  let- 
ter which  I  revceived  fonie  time  ago  from  the  board  of  war. 
which  refpeds  particularly  the  draughts,  I  rnuft  carncfliv 
requeft  that  Congrefs  will  favour  me  with  the  fpeedielt 
dire^fHon  in  the  cafe,  whether  they  are  to  be  furnidied  out 
of  the  fupplies  coming  on,  equally  with  the  other  troops. 
At  the  fame  time  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  oiTer  it  as  my 
opinion,  that,  however  inconvenient  or  expenfive  it  may 
appear  at  the  firit  view  to  clothe  them,  the  meafure  will  be 
FiCceffary,  and  founded  not  only  in  humanity  but  found 
policy.  We  have  no  profpe(fi:  now  of  levying  men  in  any 
other  way  :  and  if  they  are  not  clothed,  they  will  be  ex- 
haufted  by  ficknefs  and  by  death  ;  and  not  doing  it  may 
prove  an  infurmountable  bar  or  at  lead  a  great  obftacle  to 
our  obtaining  future  aids,  though  the  exigencies  of  bur  af- 
fairs fliould  be  never  fo  preffing.  Yet  the  clothes  may  be 
withheld  as  long  as  circumftances  will  permit,  as  an  in  - 
ducement  for  them  to  enlift.  In  the  inffance  of  the  old 
foldicrs  who  luive  not  received  the  annual  allowance  of 
Congrefs,  the  point  fjems  clearly  in  their  favour.  The 
board  fuggefted  that  the  draughts  might  be  fupplied  out  of 
the  beft  of  the  old  clothes  which  might  be  given  in  by  the 
troops  on  receiving  new  ones  :  but  iinfortunately  there  will 
be  few  of  any  worth. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^c.  G.  W. 


$  I  R,  Head-Barters,  Frefhr'nfiurg,  Oa.  26,  T778. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  letter  of  the  twenty- 
fccond  inftant,  with  its  feveral  inclofures,  to-day  at  noon. 
I  ilial]  pay  a  proper  regard  to  the  ad  of  Congrefs,  rcfpe6l- 
ing  iBonficur  De  Vrigncy.  For  information  en  the  fccord 
refclve  for  obtaining  a  return  of  the  re-enliftmentS;,  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  refer  Congrefs  to  my  letter  of  the  twenty- 
fourth.  I  have  complied  whh  the  intention  of  the  third, 
and  tranfmitted  the  ad  to  Sir  Henry  Clhuon,  which  re- 
lates to  Mr.  Franks. 

The  certain  intelligence  of  a  large  nimber  of  troops 
jbaving  embarked  at  Niw-York, — the  filling  of  a  confidcr- 
able  Seet  concurring  at  the  moment  their  departure  was 

txpcclcd, — 
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csp^ulcd,--LH  n\c  no  room  to  douiji  6ni  die  fleet  which- 
■v/cnt  out  of  ibe  Hook  on  the  nineteenth  and-  early  the 
tAVcntieth  i:iili-u  contained  die  cniharkation  of  which  I 
had  been  adviFd.  In  the  peifjafion  of  this,  n>y  letter  of 
the  tweaty-k-cond  to  your  excellency  was  written  :  but^ 
from  more  recent  advices,  cind  through  various  channels, 
bearing  every  mark  of  aLthenticity,  I  am  to  conclude  the 
Idppodtion  has  beeii  ill  founded.  Tlie  above-mentioned 
feet  appears  10  iiave  carried  away  no  other  troops  than  ia- 
lalids.  the  olllcery  of  the  corps  lately  reducedj  with  fome 
refagees.  The  twenty-third  iniiant  the  troops  which  had 
embarked  itill  remained  in  the  harbour.  They  are  £xed 
at  ten  or  twelve  Brlthfi  regiments,  and  fix  of  the  new 
levies.  This  ileet  was  prokibly  compofed  of  homeward- 
bound  vi«5lualiers,  with  Ibnie  merclnintrnen  and  other  vef- 
fels,  Vvdiich  chofe  to  take  the  proieJlion  of  a  convoy..  The- 
accounts  fill!  fiiy  that  they  were  accompanied  by  fourteen 
or  {iftQQn  fail  of  the  line  and  fome  frigates. 

OHoher  27,  In  my  letter  of  the  twenty-fecond  I  ad- 
vlfed  your  excellency  of  tlie  meafures  I  had  taken  ta  af- 
certain  the  practicability  of  an  cnterprife  againft  Chemung. 
Fhave  the  honour  to  inclofe  the  report  of  governor  Clin- 
ton, general  Schuyler,  and  general  Hand,  on'  the  fubjed. 
1  cannot  help  concurring  with  thefe  gentlemen  in  opinion, 
and  am  perfuaded,  from  a  number  of  confiderations,  that 
we  mufl  lay  afide  all  thoughts  of  an  expedition  againfl  that 
}  lace  for  the  prefent.  Befides  other  nece/Tary  preparations, 
we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  forward  the  clothing  for 
the  army.  The  Congrefs  will  alfo  perceive  in  lieutenant- 
colonel  Butler's  journal,  tranfmitted  to  your  excellency  in 
my  letter  of  the  twenty-fecond  initant,  the  great  diuiculties 
he  had  to  encounter  in  crofTmg  the  rivers  at  a  much  earlier 
f:afon  of  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6c c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Head-Barter^,  m-ar  Frederlcfhurg,  OB.  3I,  I778. 

YOUR  excellency's  favour  cf  the  twenty-third  in- 
fant was  dehvcred  me  yeficrday,  v/lth   the  refolutlon  re- 

fpciflins 
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fjje<5]:ing  monfieur  L'EcIife.  As  foon  as  I  am  notified  of 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  I  wiii  give  the  neceffary  direc- 
tions for  carrying  into  execution  the  humane  and  benevo- 
lent intention  of  Congrefs  towards  him. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclofe  a  letter  from  do6tor  Conolly 
refpedling  his  fituation.  His  cafe  I  am  perfuaded  will 
have  due  attention,  and  fuch  a  determination  as  humanity 
and  policy  will  juftify. 

By  intelligence  received  yefterday  evening,  it  is  faid  that 
tranfports  with  ten  regiments  on  board  had  fallen  down 
from  York  to  the  watering  place  ;  that  there  were  feveral 
other  fhips  laden  (not  faid  with  what ;)  and  that  there  were 
others  at  the  wharves  taking  in  troops.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  this  intelligence  is  certain  :  for  we  have  been  de- 
ceived of  late  in  points  of  information  that  feemed  to  carry 
equal  marks  of  authenticity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 

P.  S.  Juft  as  I  was  clofmg  my  letter  I  received  one 
from  lord  Stirling,  dated  yefterday  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M. 
by  which  he  informs  me  that  on  Wednefday  and  Thurfday 
about  eighty  fail  of  (hips,  chiefly  tranfports  with  troops, 
fell  down  from  New  York  to  Staten-Ifland,  and  that  fixty 
or  feventy  fail  lay  there  before. 


S  i-  R,  Head-Barters,  Nov.  9,  17/8* 

ON  Wednefday  evening  I  received  your  excellency's 
favours  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  and  firft  inflant,  with  tbeir 
feveral  inclofures.  I  will  dire6l  the  beft  and  cheapeft  dif- 
pofition  I  can  to  be  made  of  the  cavalry  for  their  accom- 
modation in  quarters,  and  will  inftrud  the  forage -mafter  on 
the  cccafion.  The  remittance  to  the  pay-mafter,  which 
vou  mentioned,  I  prefume  has  come  to  hand,  having  been 
applied  to  by  him  to  iffue  an  order  for  the  paym.ent  of  the 
troops  for  Auguft  and  September.  I  have  tranfmitted  the 
letter  from  Nicholas  Dupui  and  others,  with  the  affidavits, 
to  his  excellency  governor  Clinton,  and  have  ordered  col- 
onel Cortlandt  to  march  with  his  regiment  towards  the 
Minifinks,  and  to  take  fuch  port  as  the  governor  may 
point  out.     I  have  made  a  diftribution  of  the  printed  man- 

ifeftoes  ; 
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ifeftoes  ;  and  there  i^  no  doubt  but  the  enemy  will  very 
foon  be  poffefTed  of  fome  of  the  copies,  and  of  newfpapers 
that  contain  them. 

By  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  of  the  third  inftant,  he 
informed  me  that  the  fleet  at  the  Hook  the  preceding  day 
increafed  to  a  hundred  and  eight  fail  ;  and,  that  morning 
at  feven,  weighed  anchor  and  flood  out  to  fea.  I  am  im- 
patiently waiting  for  further  advices  from  New- York,  and 
to  learn  whether  any  other  and  what  movements  are  likely 
to  take  place. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c»  G.  W, 


S  I  R,  Read' parlors,  Frcderhjhurg^  Kov.  It,tyj2. 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with  yours  of  the  nineteenth, 
twenty-feventh,  twenty- eighih,   and  twenty-ninth   altimo. 

A  tolerable  fupply  of  flioes  has  lately  arrived  to  the  iffu- 
ing  clothier's  ftore  from  the  eaftward,  Pennfylvania,  and 
Jerfey  :  and,  if  the  different  perfons  employed  in  procurisag 
that  article  will  exert  themfelves  to  keep  up  the  fupply,  I 
hope  we  fhall  not  be  much  dilbeffed*  during  the  winter, 
provided  we  remain  quietly  in  quarters. 

It  is  much  to  be  wifned  that  Congrefs  v/ould  come  to  a 
Ipeedy  refolution  concerning  the  procuring  clothing  for  the 
ofHcers  at  a  price  in  proportion  to  their  pay,  more  efj^ecially 
as  they  were  led  to  expe(fl:  this  from  a  refolve  which  pafFed 
in  November,  1777.  If  the  clothing  itfelf  cannot  be  con- 
veniently procured,  I  imagine  the  alternative  of  allowing 
an  adequate  fum  of  money  in  lieu  thereof  would  be  the 
next  beft  expedient. 

As  the  board  mud  undoubtedly  have  experienced  the 
many  difEculties  arifing  from  the  want  of  a  proper  arrange- 
ment of  the  clothier's  department,  I  hope  they  will  prefs 
the  committee  who  have  that  bufinefs  in  charge,  to  bring 
in  their  report,  that  the  nev/  fyftem  may  be  carried  into 
execution  without  lofs  of  time.  Whether  it  has  been 
ov/ing  to  v/ant  of  condu6t  in  the  late  ofHcer,  or  his  want 
of  proper  powers  and  direclions,  I  v/ill  not  undertake  to 
dsteraiine  :  but  the  Irregularity  in  that  department  has  been 

an 
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kva  endlefs  fource  of  trouble  to  me,  and  a  great   caufe  of 
difcontent  in  the  army. 

I  have  given  the  ifTaing  clothier  dire<5i:ions  to  keep  an 
account  of  the  marks  and  numbers  of  the  bales  of  blankets, 
and  of  the  quality  of  their  contents,  from  whence  you  will 
be  able  to  trace  from  whom  thofe  fmall  ones  wer^  purchaf- 
ed.  When  the  i/Tues  are  completed,  you  fhall  have  the  ac- 
count. The  directions  to  I>Ir.  Meafe  were  very  proper. 
If  any  corps  want  completing  in  any  particular  article 
which  is  not   to  be  procured  here,    I  will  Cga  the   order 

In  the  prefent  fcarcity  of  hats,  the  caps  of  vvhich  you 
have  forwarded  a  pattern  mufl:  be  ufed  by  way  of  fubftitute.- 
But  an  OiBcer  very  attentive  to  the  health  of  his  men  in- 
forms me  that  he  found  an  inconvenience  from  the  ufe  of 
woollen  caps  lafl:  winter  inflead  of  hats  :  when  the  men  put 
them  off  in  the  fpring,  they  many  of  them  took  violent 
colds  from  the  fudden  tranfiiion*  They  alfo  contribute  to 
keep  the  head  dirty,  than  which  noching  is  more  unhealthy. 

1  find  it  impracticable  to  carry  the  recommendation  of 
the  board,  refpeding  calling  in  the  old  clother  upon  deKr- 
ery  of  the  new,  into  execution.  The  foldiers  v/ere  not  to 
be  convinced  of  the  good  policy  and  economy  intended  by 
the  application  of  the  old  clothes  to  hofpitals  and  the  foi- 
lov/ers  of  the  army,  but  looked  uponi-.  as  an  unjuftifiablc 
attempt  to  deprive  them  of  wliat  they  had  earned  by  their 
year's  fervice,  and  what  (confidering  the  fcanty  fupply  of 
ibrne  kinds  of  covering,  blankets  in  particular)  would  help 
to  make  them  more  comfortable  during  the  winter.  Thefe 
difcontents  were  communicated  to  me,  the  moment  they 
arofe,  by  fome  of  the  beft  officers  in  the  line  :  v/hich  de- 
termined me  to  let  the  matter  drop,  more  eipecially  as 
another  arrunient  was  made  ufe  of,  which  was  unanfwera- 
ble  :  this  was,  that,  upon  a  fair  fettlement,  there  would  be 
found  a  confiderablc  deficiency  of  the  bounty-clothing  for 
a  year  or  tv>/o  pa(i:,  and  that  therefoi*c  it  v/ould  be  more 
equitable  to  ma-:e  up  the  deficiency  than  to  draw  in  the 
remains. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec.  G.  W. 


Mead-  ^larters^ 
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ON  Wedneiciay  afternoon  I  received  a  leUer  frora 
ithe  honourable  Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Lovell  of  the  conimittee 
for  foreign  affkirs^  inclofing  a  plan  and  fundry  refoliitions 
cf  Congrefs  for  attacking  Canada  the  next  campaign  in 
conjun6tion  with  the  forces  of  his  moft  Chriftian  raajedy, 
and  requeuing  my  obfervations  upon  the  fame  tobe.tranf- 
jiiitted  to  Gongrefs,  and  a  copy  to  be  delivered  to  the  m ac- 
quis De  la  Fayette.  Thefe  difpatches,  through  the  indif- 
pofition  of  the  marquis  (who  unfortunately  was  fcized  with 
a  fever  in  his  jour^^iey  from  Philadelphia,  which  ftill  de- 
tains, him  at  Fifhkill)  v/ere  prevented  coming  to'  hand  till 
that-time  :  and  the  great  importance  and  extent  of  the 
fubjed  they  comprehend  would  not  permit  me  the  honour 
.of  an  earlier  communication  of  my  fentiments.  I  hope  Con- 
grefs will  exciife  my  net  complying  with  .that  part  of  th: 
refolution  whkh  requires  me  to  deliver  a  copy  of  my  ob- 
fervations to  the  marquis,  as  the  manner  in  which  I  am 
obliged  to  treat  the  fubjeiSl:  opens  fuch  a  profpedr  cf  our 
wants  and  our  v/eakncfles,  as,  in  point  of  policy,  ought  on- 
Jy  to.  be  known  to  ourfelves. 

;  I  am  always  happy  to  concur  in  fentlmcnt  with  Congrefs ; 
I^^nd  I  view  the  emancipation  of  Canada  as  an  object  very 
interefting  to  the  fature  profperity  and  tranquillity  of  thefe 
States  :  but  I  am  forry  to  fay  the  plan  propofcd  for  the 
purpcfe  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  eligible  under  our  pref- 
cnt  Gircurnihinces.  i  ccnfider  it  ^as  my  duty,  and  what 
Congrei's  expcels  f;  jm  me,  to  give  my  reafons  for  this  opin- 
ion with  that  franknefs  and  candour  v;hich  the  importance 
of  the  fubjecl  demands  ;  and,  in  doing  this,  I  am  perfuaded 
I  fiiall  not  fail  to  meet  with  their  approbation. 

It  feems  to  me  im])oIitic  to  enter  into  engagements  Vvith 
the  court  of  France  for  carrying  on  a  combined  operation 
of  any  kind  Vvithout  a  moral  certainty  of  being  able  to  ful- 
fil our  parts,  particuliirly  if  the  lirft  propofal.came  frcin  us. 
If  vv^e  iliould  not  be  able  to  perform  them,  it  would  argue 
either  a  vv^ant  of  confidcration,  a  defective  knowledge  of 
our  refourceG,  or  fomething  worfe  than  either,  which  could 
not  fail  to  produce  a  degree  of  did ru ft  and  diicontent  that 
might  be  very  injurious  to  the  Union.      In  the  prefent  in- 

(lance, 
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fiance,  fliould  the  fcheme  propofed  be  adopted,  a  failure  on 
our  part  wouJd  certainly  occafion  in  them  a  mifappHcation 
of  a  confiderable  land  and  naval  force  which  might  be  ufe- 
fully  employed  elfewliere,  and  probably  their  total  lofs.  It 
is  true,  if  we  were  at  this  time  to  enter  into  the  engagement, 
we  fhould  be  every  day  better  able  to  judge  whether  it  will 
be  in  our  power  to  accomplifh  what  may  be  expedled  from 
us  :  and,  if  we  faould  find  hereafter  that  our  refources  will 
be  unequal  to  the  undertaking,  we  may  give  notice  to  the 
court  of  France  in  feafon  to  prevent  the  failing  of  the  troops 
and  the  ill  effeds  which  might  attend  it.  But  befides  that 
-a  project  of  this  kind  couJd  not  be  embraced  by  P>ance 
without  its  having  an  influence  on  the  whole  fyftem  of  op- 
erations for  the  next  campaign,  which  of  courfe  would  re- 
ceive fome  derangement  from  its  being  abandoned,  a  re- 
nunciation of  this  could  not  fail  to  give  a  very  unfavoura- 
ble impreffion  of  our  forefight  and  providence,  and  would 
ferve  to  weaken  the  confidence  of  that  court  in  our  public 
councils. 

So  far  from  there  being  a  moral  certainty  of  our  com- 
plying with  our  engagements,  it  may  in  my  opinion  be  very 
fafely  pronounced,  that,  if  the  enemy  keep  poffeflion  of  their 
prefent  pofts  at  New- York  and  Rhode-Iiland,  it  will  be 
impradticable  either  to  furnifli  the  men  or  the  other  necef- 
fary  fupplies  for  profecuting  the  plan.  They  will  not  at- 
tempt to  keep  thofe  polls  with  lefs  than  ten  thoufand  men 
and  a  confiderable  navy.  If  it  fliould  be  thought  befl:  for 
the  advantage  of  carrying  on  the  expeditions  intended,  to 
forego  any  offenfive  operations  againft  thefe  garrifons,  and 
to  leave  them  in  quiet  poiTeiHon  of  fuch  important  places, 
we  fhall  at  leaft  be  obliged  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of 
the  country  againft  their  incurfions  and  depredations,  by 
keeping  up  a  force  fufFicient  to  confine  them  within  their 
own  limits.  It  is  natural  too  to  fup^  ofe,  that  the  people's 
expectations  of  being  prote(fted  will  grow  fironger  in  pro- 
portion to  the  diminution  of  the  enemy's  force,  and  the 
greater  facility  with  which  it  can  be  afforded.  They  will 
hardly  be  content  to  continue  in  a  flate  of  alarm  and  infe- 
curity  from  a  force  fo  inconfiderable,  while  the  principal 
ftrength  of  the  States  is  drawn  out  in  the  profecution  of 
remote  objed:s.  If  tiiis  rcafonlng  is  jufi:,  we  iliall  be  oblig- 
ed 
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€<1  to  have  a  larger  force  than  the  enemy,  ported  in  differ- 
eat  places  to  prerent  fudden  inroads  which  the j  would  oth- 
erwife  be  able  to  make  at  different  points  :  and  the  num- 
ber required  cannot  be  eftimated  at  lefs  than  twelve  or  fif- 
teen thoufaod  men.  This  will  be  two  thirds  as  large  a 
force  as  we  have  been  able  to  raife  and  maintain  during  the 
progrefs  of  the  war,  as  .thefe  calculations  both  of  the  ene- 
my's ftrength  and  of  our  own  are  meant  to  defignate  the 
number  of  effedive  rank  and  file. 

If  I  rightly  underftand  the  plan  in  confideration,  it  re- 
quires for  its  execution  twelve  thoufand  fix  hundred  men 
rank  and  file.  Befides  thefe,  to  open  paffages  through  a 
wildernefs,  for  the  march  of  the  feveral  bodies  of  troops, 
to  provide  the  means  of  long  and  difficult  tranfportations  by 
land  and  water,  to  eftabliili  pods  of  communication  for  the 
fecunty  of  our  convoys,  to  build  and  man  vefiels  of  force 
necefiary  for  acquiring  a  fuperiority  on  the  lakes, — thefe 
and  many  ilher  purpofes  peculiar  to  thefe  enterprlfes,  which 
v/ould  be  tedious  in  detail,  will  demand  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion of  artificers  and  perfons  to  be  employed  in  man- 
ual and  laborious  offices,  than  are  ufual  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  military  operations.  When  we  add  the  whole 
together,  the  aggregate  number  of  men  requifite .  for  the 
fervice  of  the  enfuing  campaign  will  be  little  lefs  than  dou- 
ble the  number  heretofore  in  the  fitld  :  but,-  to  be  more 
certain  in  the  calculation,  it  may  be  placed  at  only  one  half 
more. 

Experience  is  the  only  rule  to  judge  by  in  the  prefent 
cafe.  Every  expedient  has  been  exhaufted  in  the  preced- 
ing campaigns  to  raife  men  ;  and  it  was  found  irapofiible  to 
get  together  a  greater  force  than  we  had,  though  the  fafety 
and  fuccefs  of  the  caufe  feemed  abfolutely  to  require  it. 
The  natural  and  direft  inference  therefore  is,  that  the  re- 
fources  of  the  country  were  inadequate  to  a  larger  fupply. 
I  cannot  then  fee  that  we  can  hope  upon  any  principle  to 
be  equal  to  fo  much  greater  exertions  next  year,  when  the 
people  and  the  array  appear  to  grow  daily  more  tired  of  the 
war,  and  the  depreciation  of  our  money  continually  increaf- 
ing,  and  of  confequence  proving  a  fmaiier  temptation  to  in- 
duce them  to  encage. 
Vol.  IL  "        D  d  The 
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The  ftate  of  our  fupplies  for  tranfpordng  and  fubfifting 
the  troops  will  ftand  upon  a  footing  equally  bad.  We  have 
encountered  extreme  difficulties  in  thefe  refpeds,  and  have 
found  that  it  was  fall  as  much  as  we  were  competent  to, 
to  feed  the  army  we  have  already  had,  and  enabie.it  to  keep 
the  field  and  perform  the  movements  required  by  the  con- 
tingencies of  tlie  fervice.  It  is  not  likely  that  thefe  diffi- 
culties will  diminifh  ;  but  on  the  contrary  they  will  rather 
multiply  as  the  value  of  our  currency  leffcns  :  and  the  enor- 
mous prices  to  which  piovifions  have  rifen,  and  the  artifi- 
cial fcarcity  created  by  monopolies,  with  what  we  have  to 
fear  from  the  effect  of  the  fame  fpirit,  give  us  no  reafon 
to  flatter  ourfelves  that  our  future  profpe(5ts  can  be  much 
better. 

In  this  fituation  of  things  we  are  hardly  warranted-to  ex- 
pert that  we  Ihall  have  it  in  our  power  to  ifatisfy  the  de- 
mands of  numbers  fo  much  greater  than  we  have  yet  had 
to  fupply,  efpecially  if  we  confider  that  the  Icene  of  our 
operations  has  hitherto  been  in  the  heart  of  the  country 
furniffiing  our  refources,  which  of  courfe  facilitated  the 
drawing  them  out, — and  tbal  we  ffiaJl  then  be  carrying  on 
the  war  at  an  immen-fe  diftance,  in  a, country  wild  and  un- 
cultivated, incapable  of  affording  any  aid,  and  great  part  cf 
5t  hoftile.  We  cannot  in  this  cafe  depend  on  temporary 
or  occafion-fU  fupplies  as  we  have  been  accuClomed,  but  mult 
have  ample  magazines  laid  up  beforehand.  Tlie  labour 
and  expenfe  in  forminp  thefc,  and  tranfporting  the  neceffa- 
ry  ftores  of  every  kind  for  the  ufe  of  the  troops,  will  be  in- 
creafed  to  a  degree  that  can  be  more  eafily  conceived  than 
defcribed.  The  tranfponation  mult  he,  a  great  part  of  the 
Way,  through  deferts  affording  no  other  forage  than  herbr 
age  ;  and,  iVorn  this  circumltance,  our  principal  fub(i(tencje 
of  the  flefii  kind  muft  be  falted,  which  would  not  only  be 
an  additional  expenfe  in  the  additional  confumption  of  fo 
fcarce  and  dear  an  article  as  fak,  but  would  greatly  increaie 
the  difficulty  both  of  providing  and  tranfporting.  My  let- 
ter of  the  twenty-nintli  ultimo  (tranfmjtting  a  copy  of  one 
from  the  qaarter-mcifter-general)  which  I  had  the  honour 
of  addreffmg  to  Cdngrefs,  and  to  which  I  wifh  to  refer, 
will  point  out  the  difficulties  and  daily  expenfe  attending 
our  fupplies  of  the  article  of  flour  only,  in  pur  prcfent  cir- 

cumftances, 
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Gumftances,  cxclufive  of  its  coft,— and  lay  the  foundation 
for  a  fort  of  comparative  eftimate  to  be  formed  of  thofe  that 
would  attend  the  fupport  of  the  troops  when  employed  at  fo 
great  a  diftance.- 

If,  in  addition  to  all  this,  we  fliould  have  the  French 
fleet  to  fupply  dunng  the  winter, — the  likelihood  of  which 
1  have  no  fufficient  information  to  ground  a  judgm.ent  up- 
on,—-it  will  appear  ftillmore  impradicable  to  farnifh  the 
fupplies  requisite  for  the  extenfive  operations  propofed. 
But,  independent  of  this,  the  improbability  of  doing  it  is, 
in  my  apprehenfion,  iniinitely  too  great  to  juftify  the  un- 
dertaking. 

This  reafoning  is  founded  on  a  fuppofition  that  the  ene- 
my do  not  evacuate  their  prefent  ports  at  New- York  and 
Rhode- Ifland  :  nor  can  we  prefume  upon  any  part  appear- 
ances fo  far  as  to- determine  the  contrary,  and  enter  into  ar 
national  contra(fty  the  fulfilment  of  v/hich'  at  any  rate,  in 
my  judgment,  will  depend  on  this  event.  Opinions  on  the 
fabjec^  are  various,  and  the  arguments  on  both  (ides  cogent. 
Gircumftances  have  hitherto  been  very  indecifive  :  at 
Rhode-Iiland  there  is  nothing  that  looks  like  an-  evacua- 
tion, that  I  have  heardof :— at  New- York,'  the  length  of 
time  elapfed  fince  the  event  has  been  expe&d,  which  can- 
not be  fatisfa^orily  accounted  for,  makes  it  not  a  little 
doubtful  and  problenmticaL 

But  if  it  were  even  certain  that  the  enemy  v/ould  iliort- 
ly  leave  thefe  States,  I  fhould  think  our  abihty  to  carry  on 
the  expeditions  meditated  (from  the  nature  of  the  country, 
and  the  remotenefs  from  the  fource  of  out  fupplies,  joined 
to  the  difcburaging  ftate  of  our  finances)  too  precarious  to 
authorife  a  pre-concerted  agreement  with  a  foreign  pov/er, 
binding  oarfelves  to  the  attempts  On  the  other  hand,  if 
we  were  certain  of  doing  our  part,  a  co-operation  by 
the  French  Avould,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  delicate  and  pre- 
carious an  enterprife  as  can^  be  imagined.  All  the  reafbns, 
which  induce  France  and  the  United  States  to  wifh  to  wreil 
Canada  and  Halifax  from  the  dominion  of  England,  operate 
with  her- perhaps  more  forcibly  to  ufe  every  poflible  effort 
for  their  defence.  The  lofs  of  them  would  be  a  deadly 
blow  to  her  trade  and  emT>ire.  To  hope  to  find  them  in  a 
dcfencelefs  ftate,,muiT:  be  founded  in  a  fuppofition  of  the  total 

incapacity 
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incapacity  of  Britain  both  by  land  and  fea  to  afford  them 
protedlion.  I  fhould  apprehend  we  may  run  into  a  dan- 
gerous error  by  eftimating  her  power  fo  loV. 

We  have  been  informed  that  a  (Irong  garrlfon  has  been 
lately  lent  to  Halifax,  amounting,  by  report,  to  about  four 
thoufand  men  ; — a  part  of  the  detachments  which  the  ene- 
my are  now  mr.ki  ig  from  New-York  are  currently  faid  to  be, 
and  In  all  probability  are,  deftined  for  that  place  : — if  they 
evacuate  entirely,  a  very  confidcrable  part  of  their  force 
will  no  doubt  go  there  ;  and  in  any  cafe  we  may  expecH: 
that  reinforcements  will  be  thrown  from  thence  into  Cana- 
da ea:  ly  In  the  f]iring.  The  Englifh  are  now  greatly  fupe- 
rlor  to  the  French  by  fea  in  America,  and  will  from  every 
appearance  continue  fo  unlefs  Spain  inrerpofe, — an  event 
which  1  do  not  know  we  are  authorifed  to  count  upon^ 
}-lowever,  as  I  am  deftitute  of  information  with  refpedl  to 
the  prefent  ftate  of  European  politics,  this  is  a  noint  upon 
which  I  can  form  but  an  imperfecfl  judgment :  but  if  it 
fhould  not  take  place,  I  think  it  infinitely  probable,  from 
th«  maritime  fituation  and  advantages  of  Halifax,  which  is 
reprefcnted  as  the  fineft  port  and  beft  naval  arfenai  in 
America, — from  the  fecurity  It  is  calculated  to  give  to  the- 
general  trade  and  pofTeflions  of  Britain,  both  on  the  conti- 
nent and  in  the  Weft-Indies, — that  it  will  be  a  ftatlon  for 
a  larger  naval  force  than  the  one  intended  to  convoy  the 
French  troops  : — it  will  naturally  be  tlie  principal  rendez- 
vous of  the  Britidi  (hips  of  war  in  America.  If  this  pofi- 
tlon  be  admitted, — fhould  the  Englifh  have  any  knowledge 
or  even  fufpicion  of  the  defign  of  the  French  court  to  fend 
a  fleet  up  the  river  St.  Laurence,  nothing  will  be  eafier 
than  to  intercept  this  fleet  on  its  way,  or  to  take  or  deftroy 
it  after  it  has  got  in.  Nor  can  we  flatter  ourfelves  with 
keeping  this  bufinefs  a  fecret.  Congrefs  perhaps  will  be 
farprifed  to  be  told  that  it  is  already  in  more  hands  than 
they  fufped  :  and,  in  the  progrefs  of  the  negociation  in 
France,  it  will  get  into  many  niore.  The  preparations  will 
announce  the  intention.  It  is  indeed  a  part  of  the  plan  to 
avow  the  deftinatlon  of  the  French  troops,  though  this  ia. 
to  be  contradidled  by  the  manner  of  their  clothing,  &c. 
The  ilationlng  of  troops  this  winter,  as  is  propofed,  particu- 
larly on  the  Mohawk  and  Connedicut  river,,  would  be  une- 
quivocal 
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quivocal  proofs  of  the  defign  :  it  muPc  at  lead  excite  thc: 
ftrongeft  fufpicion,  fo  as  to  put  the  Engliili  nation  uporv 
their  guard,  and  make  them  take  precautions  to  counter-^ 
ad  it. 

But  if  the  French  troops  fhould  arrive  before  Quebec, 
I  think  their  fuccefs  againft^hat  ftrong  place,  fortified  by 
every  advantage  of  nature  and  of  art,  would  be  extremely 
doubtful.  It  is  fuppoled  this  capital  port  will  be  found  in 
fo  weak  a  condition  as  to  make  its  furrender  a  matter  of 
courfe,  owing  to  the  enemy's  having  previoufly  drained 
themfelves  for  the  defence  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  St.  John's, 
Montreal,  Sec.  but  we  cannot  depend  that  this  v/ili  be  the 
cafe  ; — they  may  efteera  it  the  part  of  prudence  rather  to 
facrilice  or  at  leafl:  to  hazard  the  extremities  in  order  to 
collecl;  their  ftrength  at  th-e  heart.  Montreal  indeed,  and 
the  ports  eiTentiai  to  it,  muft  be  defended,  becaufe  the  pof- 
feffion  of  ♦^^em  would  throw  too  large  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try into  odr  hands.  But  if  reinforcements  are  fent  to 
Canada  early  in  the  fpring, — a  circumftance  extremely 
likely,— thefe  may  he  attended  to  without  too  far  weak- 
ening the  garrifon  of  Quebec  ;  and,  as  before  obferved, 
we  cannot  build  upon  their  condud's  being  regulated  by 
an  ignorance  of  our  plans.  The  French  troops,  inflead 
of  a  coup-de-main,  would  in  this  cafe  be  reduced  to  the 
neceility  of  carrying  on  a  blockade. 

I  will  now  take  the  liberty  to  turn  my  attention  towards 
the  operations  of  our  own  troops.  The  one  againfl:  De- 
troit I  Ihall  at  prefent  fay  nothing  about  :  if  well  condu^fb- 
ed,  I  fhould  hope  that  place  would  fall  without  very  great 
difficulty.  The  cafe  is  very  different  with  refped  to  Ni- 
agara. This,  I  am  informed,  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft 
fortreffes  in  America,  and  can  only  be  reduced  by  regular 
approaches  or  by  famine.  In  accomplifhing  this,  laft  war, 
and  a  conqueft  as  far  as  Montreal,  I  believe  general  Am- 
herft  exhaufted  two  campaigns,  with  all  the  advantages 
which  he  derived  from'  the  united  efforts  of  Britain  and 
America,  with  every  convenience  for  water-tranfportation, 
including  plenty  of  feamen,  and  with  money  that  com- 
manded every  thing  which  either  country  could  furnifh. 
The  former  mode  would  require  great  perfeverance,  time, 
and  labour,  and  an  apparatus  which  it  would  be  almoft  im- 
D  d  2  pradicabk 
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pradicable  to  tranfport.  The  latter  is  pracllcable,  but 
very  difficult.  To  efiedl  ir,  we  muft  gain  a  fuperiority  on 
tb.e  lakes.  The  tncmy  have  already  a  refpeclable  force 
there  : — if  th^y  fufpec^l  our  dcfiL^n,  which  they  cannot  fait 
tjf  do  from  the  me'afures  to  be  taken,  they  may.  improve 
the  iri^Tvil  in  adding  to  it  ;  and,  by  providing  materials 
and  artificers  upon  the  fpot,  they  may  be  able  to  increafe 
it  fo  as  to  keep  pace  with  us.  It  is  therefore  eafy  to  fee 
that  we  ought  not  to  be  too  fanguine  in  the  fuccefs  of  this^ 
expedition,  and  that,  if  a  moderate  force  be  employed  in 
the  defence  of  Niagara  without  dcgarnilhing  Quebec  and 
the  intermediate  polls,  its  redudioa  will  be  a  very  arduous 
tafe. 

I'he  body  of  troops  to  penetrate  by  way  of  the  river 
St.  Francis  mu'l:  meet  with  great  obflacles  :  they  will 
have  a  march  of  ab:ut  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
Cohoisj  which  is  about  a  hundred  and  fixty  n^iles  beyond 
Hartford,  a  great  part  of  which  is  through  a  hl.neitb-un- 
inhabited  and  tracklefr.  country,  with  an  immenfe  train  of 
waggons  :  all  the  llores  and  provifiors  for  the  whole 
march,  and  the  future  fupply  of  the  troops,  at  leaf!  till  they 
ihouid  get  footing  in  Canada,  muil  accompany  theni  from 
the  beginning.  The  impediments  and  delays  in  fuch  a 
march  abno/1  exceed  conception. 

When  arrived  at  the  St.  Laurence,  frefh  obftacles 
probably  would  prefect  themfelves.  The  prefumption  is, 
that,  if  the  enemy  could  not  make  head  there,  they  would 
defolate  the  country  through  which  tliey  were  to  pafs,  de- 
ilroy  all  the  provilion  and  forage,  remove  every  kind  of 
WfitcT  craft,  and  denjoliih  the  materials  for  building  others. 
Thefe  precautions  being  taken  on  the  Sorelle  and  St.  Lau- 
rence v/ou'd  pretty  effLdaally  obllrud  our  prcgrefs  both 
to  Montreal  and  Cadoroqui, — to  fay  nothing  of  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current  and  the  numerous  rifts  between 
Montreal  and  Lagaktte. 

When  we  dtliberately  confider  all  th.e  obflacles  In  the 
execution,  and  the  dlrficiilties  we  (ball  find  in  preparing 
the:vaft  magazines  required,  which  have  been  already 
enumerated,  if  within  the  compafs  of  our  refources,  ve 
ihall  be  led  to  think  it  not  very  improbable  tiut  this  body 
may  be  unable  to  penetrate  Canada,  at  kaft  in  time  to  co- 
operate 
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operate  with  the  French  troops,  if  a  co  operation  iliould  be 
neceffary.  The  fituatloii  of  tncfe  troops  then  would  be 
dtf  cate  and  danf^erous  :— expofed  to  a  defeat  from  the 
united  force  of  tl>c  erieiny,  in  great  dan<^er  of  having  their 
retreat  cut  oif  by  a  faperioT  naval  force  in- the  river,  they 
would  have  every  thing  to  fear.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
our  operations  Hiould  be  as  fuccefsfui  as  we  niay  flatter 
eurfeives,  a  tenripefl  or  a  Britifh  fleet  may  deprive  us  of 
the  expcded  aid  ;  and  at  a  critical  moment  we  q?.ay  find 
ourfjjves  in  the  bofom  of  an  enemy's  country,  obliged  to 
combat  their  whole  force  vvith  one  inferior  and  reduced 
by  a  tedioiir'  9nd  \va.(ling  march.  The  five  thoufand  men^ 
when  they  arrived  in  Canada,  would  probably  little  exceed 
four  capable  of  kr\ ice  ;  and  would  be  ftill  lefs,  if  out  of 
them  we  fliould  eftablifh  polls  as  we  advanced,  to  infure 
a  retreat  and  prote£t  efcorts  of  pr'3vi'fion  v/hich  rnuft  fol- 
low for  f;?^are  fappcrt.  Thus  an  accident  in  either  cafe 
w^oukl  involve  the  defeat  of  the  whole  projeft  ;  and  the 
catailrophe  n^iight  be  attended  with  the  moll:  unhappy  con- 
fequences  to  America. 

The  plan  propofed  appe'^rs  to  me  not  only  too  extenfive 
and  beyond  our  abHities,  but  too  complex.  To  facceedj 
it  requires  fach  a  fortunate  coincidence  of  circumftances 
as  could  hardly  be  hoped,  slwI  cannot  be  relied  on  ; — the 
departure  of  the  enemy  from  tlicfe  States,  v/ithout  which 
wc  cannot  furnifh  the  ftipulated  force,  or  fupplies  to  main- 
tain them,— -fuch  a  v/ant  of  power  or  want  of  ferefight  in 
the  enemy  as  will  oblige  them  to  neglecSi:  the  reinforcement 
of  Ha'ifarc  and  of  Canada,  and  prevent  them,  however  con- 
veniencly  fitu-ited,  from  diiputing  the  pailage  of  the  four 
fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates  up  the  river  St,  Lau^ 
rence,  or  attempting  their  deifrucrion  afterwards, — -fuch  a 
combination  of  favourable  incidents  as  will  enable  feveral 
bodies  ading  feparately  and  independently  by  fea  and  land, 
and  from  diifefent  countries,  to  conform  to  times  and  pe- 
riods fo  as  to  infure  a  co-operation; — thefe  and  many 
other  circumftances  muit  confpire,  to  give  focceis  to  the 
enterpriie. 

Congrefs,  I  am  perfuaded,  had  pov/erful  reafons  for  fix- 
ing the  convoy  at  the  number  they  have  :  and  their  fupe- 
lior  information  nfix'jring  the   afl^airs   of  Europe  at  this 

juncture 
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jinifl-ure  cDRbfes  them  to  judge  much  better  than  I  caa 
pretend  to  do,  of  its  fufficiency.  But,  from  the  imperfecb 
view  I  have  of  the  matter,  1  have  been  led,  in  confidering. 
the  fubjwdt,  to  look  upon  it  as  infufficient.  From  the  gen- 
eral tenor  of  intelligence,  the  Englifh  out-number  the 
French  in  the  channel  :  in  America,  both  on  the  conti- 
nent and  in  the  iflands,  they  are  greatly  faperior.  If  the 
laft  Toulon  fleet  ia  employed  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
French  may  have  the  fuperiority  there  :  but,  upon  the 
whole,  the  balance  of  naval  force  feems  hitherto  to  be  on 
the  fide  of  the  Englrfh..  li  we  add  to  this  that  the  number 
of  iliips  of  war  in  the  French  ports,  built  or  building,  bears 
no  comparifon  to  the  number  in  the  Eng]iih. ports,  and  that 
Britain,  notwithftanding  the  diminution  flie  has  fuffered, 
13  ftill  a  kingdom  of  great  maritime  refources, — we  fhall 
be  difpofed  to  conclude  that  the  preponderance  is  too  Hkely 
to  continue  where  it  is.  The  interpoficion  of  rSpain  in- 
deed would  make  a  very  interefting  change  :  butlier  back- 
wardnefs  heretofore  feems  to  be  an  argument  that  (he  is 
withheld  from  interfering  by  fome  weighty  political  mo- 
tires  ;  and  how  long  thefe  may  continue  to  reilrain  her, 
is  a  queftion  I  am  unqualified  to  determine. 

BeCdes  thefe  general  objections  to  the  plan  which  have 
been  ftated,  there  appear  to  me  to  be  fon^e  particular  ones 
which  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  point  out. 

In  the  firft  place  I  obferve  there  are  to  be  five  thoufand 
militia  employed  in.  the  two  expeditions  againft  Detroit  and 
Niagara.  The  drawing  into  fervice  fo  large  a  number 
compofed  chiefly  of  hufbandmen,  in  addition  to  what  may 
be  found  neceflJliry  for  other  exigencies  on  the  coaft  at  fo 
Interefting  a  feafon  of  the  year,  will  certainly  be  very  inju- 
rious to  the  culture  of  our  lands,  and  mull  tend  to  add  to 
the  deficiency  of  fupplies*  But  this,  though  not  to  be 
overlooked,  is  not  the  pritjcipal  objedlion.  In  the  expe- 
dition againft  Detroit,  militia  perhaps  may  anfwer,  as  it  is 
not  a  poft  of  very  great  flrength,  and  may  poillbly  be  aban-^ 
doned,  on  or  in  a  little  time  after  the  approach  of  a  force 
that  cannot  be  oppofed  in  the  field,  and  the  garriibn  pro- 
ceed to  reinforce  that  of  Niagara.  But  even  here  troops 
of  another  kind  would  be  far  preferable.  However,  the 
cafe  will  be  very  different  with  refpe(5t  to  this  lafl  ; — it  is, 

as 
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as  I  have  before  mentioned,  one  cf  the  firongcft  fortrefles 
of  America,  and  demands  for  its  reduiflion  the  yery  belt 
of  troops.  Militia  have  neither  patience  nor  perfeverance 
for  a  Cege.  This  has  been  demon  ftrated  by  ail  the  expe- 
rience we  have  had.  An  attempt  to  carry  on  one  which' 
iliDuld  materially  depend'  orr  them  would^  be  liable  to  be. 
fruftfated  by  their  inconftancy  in  the  mofl  critical  moments. 
Agreeable  to  the  plan  under  condderation,  three  thoufand 
five  hundred  out  of  five  thoufand  fix  hundred  are.  to  be: 
militia. 

It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  that  the  troops  fent  again fi  De- 
t"citj  whether  fuccefsfal  or  net,  are  to  form  ajundion  with' 
thoie  at  Niagara.  It  appears  to  me  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  ixpedition  againfl:  Detroit,  under  the  prefent  arrange- 
ment, muft  ffand  on  its  own  bottom,  and  have  no  other 
objecTr  than  the  reducing  that  place  and  deftroying  the  ad- 
jacent  Indi.;'n  fettlements.  Lake  Erie  is  certainly  occu- 
pied by  two  armed  veffels  of  fi'Xteen  and  eighteen  guns, 
and,  it  is  faid,  by  five  or  fix  others  of  fmaller  fize,  having 
two,  three,  or  four  guns  each,  which,-  while  the  enemy 
hold  Niagara,  will  prevent  the  communication  of  our  troops 
by  way  of  the  lake, — to  fay  nothing  of  the  v/ant  of  bat- 
teaux  for  tranfportation.  A  communication  by  land  mud 
bs  performed  through  an  extent  of  more  than  four  hundreds 
miles,  and  a  great  part  of  this  at  leaft  under  many  difad^ 
vantages  of  route,  and  through  tribes  of  hofHre  Indians. 

My  knowledge  of  the  country  is  not  fufficiently  accu- 
rate to  enable  me  to  difcover  the  reafonsv/hich  determined- 
Congrefs  to  divide  the  force  deftined  againfl:  Niagara,  and 
to  appoint  the  march  of  one  body  from  Ononguaga  to  that 
place.  It  feems  to  me  however  that  this  difpofition  might. 
be  fabjed  to-  one  great  inconvenience,  which  is,  that,  if 
each  column  be  not  fuperior  to  the  whole  colledive  force 
cf  rhe  enemy,  they  rific  being  beaten  feparately  and  fiaccef- 
iively,  befides  the  trouble  and  expenfe  of  preparing  as  it 
were  for  two  expeditions  in  (lead  of  one, — of  opening  two> 
roads  indead  of  one, — and  the  uncertainty  of^ a  co-opera- 
tion (if  no  diftder  fliould  happen-  to  either}  at  the  moment 
when  it  might  be  neceffary.  The  inquiries^  1  have  as  yet 
had  it  in  my  power  to  make  are  oppofed  to  the  pradicabil- 
&Y  of  conveying  eannan.  ia  the  route  £i:om  Ononguaga  to^ 

Niagara^. 
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Niagara,  cr  at  leaft  place  it  as  a  point  infinitely  doubtful  ;- 
and,  without  cannon,  nothing  can  be  eifedted  againft  that 
pod.  Upon  the  whole,  the  great  matter  effential-  to  fuc- 
cefs  againil:  Niagara  is  to  fubdue  the  enemy's  force  on  lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario,  particularly  the  latter.  This  once  done, 
and  the  garrifon  by  that  means  cut  off  from  its  fupplies, 
the  fort  v/iil  be  likely  to  fall  an  eafy  pre^^  Here  our  ef- 
forts fhould  be  direded  :  nor  do  I  at  prefent  perceive  the 
purpofes  to  be  anfwered  by  the  body  going  from  Onon- 
^uaga>  unlthj  tiie  devaftation  of  the  intermediate  Indian 
villages  be  the  obje<5t, — which  perhaps  may  not  be  equal 
to  the  ri(]<,  labour  and  expenfe,  and  the  more  fo  as  they 
would  fall  of  cou:  fe  if  we  fliould  fucceed  in  the  general 
operation. 

The  cantoning  five  thoufand  troops  this  winter  on  Con- 
ne<5tlcut-river,  under  our  prefent  profpecls,  will  in  ray  opin- 
ion be  impracticable,  and,  in  any  cafe,  unadvifeal^^e.  When 
I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  Congr^fsin  September  laft 
on  the  fubje^Tl:  of  a  winter  campaign  into  Canada,  I  had' 
been  led  by  [^colonei']  Bailey,  and  other  gentlemen  ac- 
quainted v/ith  the  country,  to  expe<rc  that  very  confidera- 
bie  magazines  of  proviiions  might  be  laid  up  on  the  upper 
parts  of  that  river.  But  it  appears  on  experiment  that 
their  zeal  for  the  expedition  made  them  too  fanguine  in 
the  matter.  The  purchafes  fall  far,  very  far  fhort  of  what 
was  expected.  The  difficulties  of  tranfportation,  as  rep- 
refented  by  the  quarter-mafters  and  commiffaries,  fupported 
by  hOiS  that  fpeak  for  themfelves,  are  fo  great  and  com- 
plicated that  I  fhould  have  no  hope  of  being  able,  from 
remote  parts  of  the  continent,  to  throw  in  the  quantity 
requifitc  for  fabfiftlng  thefe  troops  during  the  winter,  and' 
at  the  fame  time  cf  forming  the  magazines  which  would 
be  neceflciry  to  profecute  the  expedition  m  the  fpring.  We 
may  be  endeavouring  to  form  the  magazines  :  but  the 
troops  cannot  be  on  the  fpot  this  winter  ;  otherwife  they 
will  exhauit  the  proviiion  as  faft  as  it  can  be  coUeded. 
The  fame  obje(5lion  applks  to  the  ftitioning  of  troops  on 
the  Mohawk-rivcr. 

In  eftimating  our  force  for  the  next  campaign,  it  is  to 
be  confidered  that  upwards  of  four  thoufand  of  the  prefent 
army  will  have  completed  tlieir  terra  of  fervice  by  the  lad 

of 
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■©f  May  next,  and  that  a  great  proportion^  of  the  reniaindo-r 
will  have  done  the. flime; about  the  clofe  of  the  enfuing  fail., 
unlefssthey  can  be  induced  to  re-engage,— of  which  the  ill 
vfuccefs  of  our  prefent  exertions  to  enlift  thofe  whofe  en- 
gagements are  about. to  expire  affords  but  an  unfavourable 
profped:.  This  and  the  gerierai  temper  of  the  orhcer§^ 
diffatisfied  much  with  their  fituatian,  will  fugged  a  ftrong 
argument  againfl;  the  extenfive  projeds  in  contemplation. 

In  whatever  point . of  dight  the  fubje(5l  is  pkced,  our  abil- 
<ity  to  perform  .our  }i>aFt  of  the  con  trad:  appears  to  me  in- 
fmitely  too  doubtful  and  precarious  to  juftify  the  undertak- 
ing. A  failure,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  v/ould  involve 
xonfequences  too  delicate  and.difagreeable  to  ^be  hazarded- 
But,  at  the  fame  time  that  my  judgment  is  againfl:  this,  J 
am  clearly  of  opinion  that  we  lliouid  attempt  ev.ery  thing 
that  pur  circumftances  will  permit  :  but,  as  the  extent  of 
.our  power  mull:  be  regulated  by  many  poffible  events,  1 
would  wifii  to  hold  ourfelves  free  to  a6l  according  to  either 
poffibility,  and  as  a  clearer  view  of  our  future  refourccs 
may  authorife.  IS  the  enemy  entirely  leave  thefe  States, 
it  will  produce  a  vaft  change  in  our  affairs  ;  and  new  prof- 
peds  may  open^  of  y/hich  we  can  at  prefent  have  but  a 
,very  imperfe(5l  idea^  It  would  be  a  gr^at  -flep  towards 
raifing  the  value  of  our  money,  which  would  give  a  new 
fpring  to  our  military  operations.  We  may  be  able  to  un- 
dertake much  more  than  y/e  can  naw  forefee. 

If  the  enemy  attempt  to  keep  polls  in  thefe  States,  a 
primary  object  will  be  to  expel  them,  if  in  our  pov/er,:  If 
pot,  we  muil:  make  proper  provifion  to  bar  their  depreda- 
tions, and  mull:  turn  our  attention  to  the  fecurity  of  our 
frontiers,  by  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as.  fhajl  be  within  the 
Teach  of  our  abilities.  Though  we  may  not  be  able  to 
launch  into  fo  \yid.e  a  iield  as  we  could  wilh,  fomething 
upon  a  more  partial  fcale  m.ay  be  enterprifed.  Detroit 
and  Niagara  may  perhaps  be  reduced,  though  Canada  may 
r.ot  be  an  accejlion  to  the  confederacr/.  With  a  view  to 
>vhat  is  poflible,  preparations  may  be  going  on,  and  we 
can  make  fuch  ah  application  of  them  as  we  ihall  iind 
piadicablc. 

As  there  is  no  time  to  be  left  in  doing  this,  I  (hall  give 
the  neceffary  orders  fo  far  ^s  relates  to  the  article  of  pro- 

viuon^ 
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vifion,  which  Indeed  has  been  already  done  in  part.  Mag* 
azlnes  of  forage,  materials  for  boat  and  ihlp  building,  and 
other  articles,  muft  alfo  be  provided, — which  will  depend 
on  the  llnal  arrangements  and  more  definitive  inflrudtions 
of  Congrefs.  Thefe  meafures  will  be  neceffary  to  be  tak- 
en, whether  the  prefent  plan  is  carried  on,  or  whether  forne- 
thing  lefs  extenfive,  depending  wholly  on  ourfelves,  is  fub- 
(Htiited  in  its  place.  I  fhall  wait  tJie  further  orders  of 
Congrefs  foM:he  government  of  my  condud:  in  delivering 
the  plan  to  the  marquis  as  their  refolution  feems  to  require, 
or  in  tranfmitting  it  immediately  to  do<fiC^  Franklin  as  the 
letter  from  the  committee  feems  to  diredl:.  At  prefent  1 
am  under  fome  doubt  concerning  the  intention  of  Congrel? 
in  this  particular. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec,  G.  W. 

P.  S;  I  fhall  ufe  every  means  in  my  power  to  obtain 
intelligence  in  the  points  mentioned  in  the  i^folution  of 
the  tv/enty-flxth  ultimo,  and  had  taken  meafures  for  the 
purpofe  with  refpevt  to  Canada  before.  Mr.  Livingfton, 
an  officer  in  the  corps  of  guards,  will  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  thefe  difpatches  to  your  excellency.  Their  im- 
portance requiring  more  than  a  common  mefTenger,  he  very 
obligingly  undertook,  upon  application,  to  give  them  a  faf^i 
conveyance. 


SIR,  Head- garters y  Fisder'ufjurgh,  Nov.  12,  I7  7e?. 

INCLOSED  I  have  the  honour  to  tranfmit  the 
copy  of  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Hamilton  to  gen- 
eral Heath.  I  did  not  choofe  to  grant  the  requeft  without 
the  concurrence  of  Congrefs,  though  at  the  fame  time  I 
think  it  may  be  fafely  done.  It  will  fave  the  trouble  and 
expenfe  of  another  efcort  at  a  future  day.  I  fball  be  glad 
of  the  determination  of  Congrefs  as  fpeedily  as  poflible, 
as  the  flag  vefTel,  bound  to  Virginia  v/ith  the  baggage  of 
the  convention  troops,  will  perhaps  be  detained  for  the 
anfwer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 

H Lad' ^tarter  Sy 
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SIR,  Head' garters ^  Frederlcfjurg^  Nov,  I3,  1 778. 

BARON  De  Steuben  will  have  the  honour  of  deliv- 
ering you  this.  He  waits  upon  Congrefs  on  thefubje(5l  of 
the  infpedlorfliip,  which  he  is  extremely  anxious  fhould  be 
put  upon  fonie  decided  footing.  He  appears  to  be  fenfi- 
ble  of  fome  difhculties  in  the  plan  formerly  propofed,  and 
which  I  had  the  honour  fome  time  fince  t-o  tranfmit  my  ob- 
fervations  upon, — -and  defirous  that  they  fliould  not  prove 
an  obftrudion  to  the  progrefs  of  an  infHtution,  which^  if 
accommodated  to  the  circum (lances  and  fentiments  of  the 
firmy,  promifes  very  great  advantages  to  the  fervice.  The 
fuccefs  the  baron  had  in  the  beginning,  and  the  benefits 
derived  from  it,  make  me  regret  the  obftacles  that  have  fo 
long  fufpended  his  exertions  ;  and  I  fiiould  v/iih  he  may 
have  it  in  his  power  to  refume  them  on  principles  moft  ad- 
vancive  of  the  fervice.  On  thefe  I  have  already  fully 
communicated  my  ideas,  and  it  is  Amneceffary  I  fhould  add. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


•S  I  R,  Emd-S^ariers yFredericfiurg,  No<v.  1 4,  177?-^ 

I  DO  rnyfelf  the  honour  to  tranfmit  you  the  copy  of 
a  letter  of  the  tenth  inftant,  which  I  received  yefterda/ 
fmm  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the  fubjed  of  exchanging  the 
prifoners  of  the  convention.  Should  the  propofition  be 
agreeable  to  Congrefs,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  receive  powers 
to  enter  into  a  negociation  as  foon  as  poffible,  as  it  may 
probably  relieve  our  officers  upon  parole  from  the  difagree- 
able  neceffity  of  returning  to  New- York.  I  will  juft  ob- 
ferve,  that,  fhould  an  exchange  take  place  upon  the  terms 
propafed  by  Sir  Henry,  I  fhould  fuppofe  we  fliall  not  be 
obliged  to  give  up  any  confiderable  number  of  privates  by 
way  of  compoi]tion,as  the  ofhcers  of  the  convention  (fhould 
"the  whole  be  fuffered  to  be  exchanged)  would  go  a  great 
way  towards  liberating  ours  at  prefent  in  the.  hands  of  the 
enemy.  But  it  cannot  be  expeded  that  they  will  leave 
their  troops  entirely  deftitute  of  ofEcers.  Mr.  commifTary 
Clark,  mentioned  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  was^ permitted  by 
general  Heath  to  go  from  Boflon  to  New-York  to  fettle 
Vol.  XL  E  e  tht 
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the  accounts  and  procure-  money  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
debts  of  the  troops  at  Cambridge.  \ 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W, 


ft  R,  Head'^iarL-rsy  Fredericjhuvg^  iVcv.  1 6, 1 77S* 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  favour  of  the  fixth 
yeft'erday,  with  the  inciofed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  pref- 
ident  of  the  council  of  New-Jerfey,  relative  to  an  expect- 
ed attack  upon  the  y/eilern  frontier  of  that  State.  I  have 
juft  received  a  letter  from  general  Hand  giving  intelligence 
of  an  attack  upon  ^colonel  Alden's  regiment  at  Cherry,- 
Valley,  effeded  by  furprife,  in  confequence  of  which,  ther^ 
is  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  regiment  may  fall  a 
facrifjce.  I  tranfmit  a  copy  of  the  difpatche^  announcing 
this  difagre cable  aifair. 

Thefe  depredations  of  the  enemy  give  me  the  moH:  feri- 
ous  concern.  I  lament  that  we  have  not  yet  had  it  in  our 
power  to  give  them  an  efrectual  check.  I  am  perfedly 
convinced  that  the  only  certain  way  of  preventing  Indian 
ravages  Is  to  carry  the  war  vigorously  into  their  own  coun- 
try. But  as  this  is  thought  iraprajcticable  at  this  late  fea- 
fon  of  the  year  from  the  (bte  of  the  water,  and  other  im- 
pediments, I  fear  we  muft  content  ourfelves  with  defen- 
five  precautions  far  the  prefent.  I  have  already  informed 
Congrefs  that  colonel  Cortlandt^s  regiment  had  marched  • 
towards  the  Minifmks  :  but,  ha^^ing-fince  direded  count 
Pulafld  to  proceed  with  his  corps  to  Cok£fort  in  that  neip^^ 
bourhood,  colonel  Cortlandt  will  take  poil  fomewhere  b^? 
tween  that  place  and  Rocliefter.  Orders  are  now  given 
to  colonel  Spencer's  regiment  and  colonel  Armand's  corps 
to  join  general  Piilaflci.  This  difpofition  is  agreeable  to 
the  opinion  of  governor  Clinton  and  other  gentlemen  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  whom  1  have  confulted,  and  is 
calculated  to  cover  the  eLidern  fi'ontier  of  Pennfylvania, 
New-Jerfey,  and  the  weilern  part  of  New- York.  .  T  iliall 
alfo  immediately  fend  the  remainder  of  general  Clinton's 
brigade  to  Albany.  When  arrived  there,  if  any  thing  of- 
fenfive  can  poflibly  be  undertaken,  it  fnali  be  done  :  if  not, 
they  will  be  difrofed  t)f  in  a  manner   that   Ihall  feem  bell: 

adapted 
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adapted  for  protedion  and  defence.  With  the  great- 
eft  refpe(5t  .and  efteem,  I  am,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
fervant,  Q*  W, 


SIR,  Head'^ariers^  Freddricjkurg,  I'Tov.  1 6,  177-8. 

BY  the  time  this  reaches  yoii,  general  Du  Portali 
will  probably  be  at  Philadelphia.  One  part  of  his  bufinefs 
is  to  profecute  the  directions  given  him  fome  time  (ince  for 
forming  a  plan  for  th^  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  to 
be  fubmitted  to  Congrefs  :  another  part  is  to  underftand 
from  Congrefs  what  may  be  their  views  and  wifhes  with 
refpedt  to  his  farther  continuance  in  America,  and  that  of 
the  three  other  gentlemen  attached  to  him. 

He  informs  me  that  the  furlough  he  obtained  from  the 
court  of  France  expires  in  February  next,  and  that  unlefs 
there  is  a  certain  profpe<ft  of  his  being  employed  hereafter 
in  a  manner  ufeful  to  the  States  and  honourable  to  himfelf) 
he  intends  immediately  to  return.  He  therefore  vvifhes 
fome  explicit  ideas  to  be  realized  on  the  fubjed.  He  is 
alfo  anxious  that  foraething  definitive' fhould  be  done  with 
refpedl  to  the  pay  and  the  other  appointments  both  of  hini- 
felf  and  the  other  gentlemen  with  him,  which  have  been 
hitherto  undecided,  and  have  left  them  in  an  uncertain  and 
difagreeable  fituation,  iVdded  to  this,  he  is  defirous  to 
have  fome  arrangement  fixed  for  the  rules  and  manner  of 
fervice  in  his  department. 

He  delivered  me,  fome  days  fince,  a  memorial  intended 
for  Congrefs,  and  which  I  have  now  the  honour  to  inclofe, 
containing  his  ideas  oii  a  general  fyftem  of  fortification 
for  thefe  States,  and  which  he  requefted  me  to  accompany 
with  my  fentiments.  But  it  includes  queftions  of  finance 
and  confiderations  of  policy  the  moft  extenfivc  and  import- 
ant,  of  which  Congrefs  alone  can  form  a  competent  judg- 
ment. I  fhall  therefore  only  fay,  that,  confidered  merely 
in  a  military  point  of  view,  the  plan  appears  to  me  worthy 
of  very  ferious  attention. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  general^Du  Portail  to  obferve  that  I 
have  a  high  opinion  of  -  his  merit  and  abilities,  and  efteem 
him  not  only  well  acquainted  with  the  particular  branch 
he  profefTes,  but  a  man  of  found  judgment  and  real  knowl- 
edge in  military  fcienee  in  gener?l.     I  have  alfo  a  very 

fiwourable 
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favourable  opinion  of  the  other  gentlemen.  I  will  take 
the  liberty  to  add  that  It  appears  to  me  they  will  be  ex- 
tremely neceflary  and  ufeful  in  our  future  operations^ 
v/hether  direcfled  to  offence  or  defence, — whether  to  dif- 
poffefs  the  enemy  of  ports  in  our  front,  to  affifl  in  carry- 
ing on  the  propofed  expedition  into  Canada,  or  any  other 
on  a  lefs  extenlive  plan  which  may  be  fubftituted  in  its* 
Ibadfor  the  Eiere  fecurity  of  our  frontier. 

Llonfieur  De  Murnon  has  ferved  in  quality  of  engineer 
under  general  Du  Portail  fince  the  firft  of  March  laft,  with 
the  promife  of  a  majority  from  the  committee  of  arrange- 
nient  at  Valley-Forge.  He  has  never  yet  received  his 
cornmiffion.  This,  I  prcfume,  has  been  forgotten  in  a 
crowd  of  more  important  affairs.  With  the  greateil  re- 
iuccl  and  edeem,  I  have  the  honour  co  be>  6cc. 

G.  W. 


SIR,  IIg'u  J' Starters,  Fredciicfhurg^  N'ov.  iB,  177^* 

COUNT  Kolhowlld,  who  will  have  the  honour  of 
delivering  you  this,  is  a  Polifh  officer  who  is  defirous  of 
entering  into  our  fervice.  I  inclofe  your  excellency  two 
letters  in  his  favour  from  dodlor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Deane  ; 
added  to  which,  he  is  recommended  to  me  by  count  Pu- 
lafki  as  a  brave  and  ufeful  officer  v/ho  ferved  under  him  ia 
Poland.  He  wifhes  him.  to  be  placed  in  his  legion,  with 
the  rank  of  captain  and  the  pay  of  lieutenant, — to  perform 
the  duties  of  the  latter  till  h^  can  give  proofs  of  his  talents 
and  obtain  fome  other  employ.  With  very  great  efteeni 
and  reiped,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  5cc.  G.  W... 


S  I  R,  Hend-^iarters,  Fredincfburg,  Nov.  20,  177^'' 

MR.  Wheelock  will  have  the  honour  of  prefenting 
this  letter  to  your  excellency.  He  waits  on  Congrefs  up- 
on the  rAirs  of  a  regiment 'under  the  command  of  colonel 
Bedel,  which  it  feems  was  raifed  in  the  Gohofs  county, 
or  at  leaii  has  been  kept  up  fince  March  laft  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  marquis  Fayette  when  at  Albany. 
This    corps,    according    to    the    inclofed    ftate    by  Mr, 

Wheelock 
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Wheelock  who  is  the  lieutenant  colonel,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  Congrefs,  and  according  to  other  information 
I  have  received,  was  at  firfl:  afTembled  under  the  dire 6li on 
of  major-general  Gates  about  this  time  twelvemonth  for 
the  purpofe  of  a  fudden  enterprife  againft  St.  John's,  and 
the  enemy's  armed  veffels  lying  therej.  and  v/as  engaged  till 
the  laft  of  March.  * 

I  cannot  undertake  to  fliy  in  what  manner  or  how  ufes- 
fiilly  this  regiment  has  been  employed,  or  to  what  extent 
in  point  of  men.  But  Mr.  Wheelock  fays  it  has  been  of 
great  fervice  :  and  the  objedl  of  his  prefent  journey  ^15  to 
obtain  the  diredion  of  Congrefs  for  their  being  paid  when 
proper  rolls  are  produced,  and  their  determination  whether 
it  is  to  be  difoanded  now,  or  continued  till  April  nexty 
the  period  for  which  the  men  are  faid  to  have  engaged, 
though  the  marquis's , recommendation  extended  only  to 
the  end  of  the  prefent  campaign. 

The  regiment  may  or  may  not  be  neceffary  in  future. 
Much  will  depend  on  the  fyftem  of  condudl  the  enemy 
purfue  the  next  campaign,  and  on  our  own  operations.  I 
would  obferve,  under  its  prefent  eagagement,  its  fervices 
were  to  be  local,  or  at  lead  confined  to  a  certain  quarter. 
If  it  fhould  be  deemed  expedient  ta  re-enlift  it, — if  prac* 
ticable,  it  fhould  be  done  on  the  general  fcale  of  ading 
whereever  it  may  be  requiftte  :  (though  perhaps-  it  may  not 
be  poffible  to  accomplifh  it)  and,  in  fuch  cale,  it  will  alfo 
be  material  for  the  public  to  have  a  more  perfedl:  knowl- 
edge of  its  arrangements  than  what  I  apprehend  it  has 
hitherto  had. 

i  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 


SI  R,  Hsad'^jriers,  Frsdencjlurg,  Nov.  iti,  I77S. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  your  excellency's  two  favours 
of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  infbnt,  with  their  feveral 
inclofures.  The  confideration  of  do(5lor  Conolly's  cafe, 
with  the  refolution  of  Congrefs,  I  have  tranfmitted  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton. 

In  my  letter  of  the  fixteenth  I  communicated  to  your 

excellency  the  attempt  on  Fort  Alden  by  the  favages.     1 

have  fmce  received  the  inclofed  difpatchcs  confirming  that 

E  e  2  difaj^reeable 
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difagreeable  account.  I  alfo  informed  Congrefs  at  the 
fame  time  of  the  fteps  which  were  taken  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  frontier  of  Pennfylvania,  New-Jerfey,  and  the  weR- 
ern  part  of  New-York, — and  that  the  two  remaining  reg- 
iments of  general  Clinton's  brigade  were  ordered  to  AU 
bany. 

1  have  to  regret  that  the  condition  of  affairs  is  fuch  as 
does  not  admit  of  a  compliance  with  repeated  detachments 
from  this  army.  However,  that  every  thing. poffible  might 
be  done  under  our  prefent  circumftances,  general  Hand 
was  further  inftruded  on  the  fixteenth  inftant  to  coafer 
with  general  Schuyler  at  Albany,  and  with  thofe  perfons 
in  that  part  of  the  country  who  could  in  any  manner  aflill 
'in  forming  his  judgment  on  the  bell:  meafures  to  be  pur- 
fued  with  the  troops  which  were  employed  in  the  feveral 
quarters  :  and  yefterday  I  changed  his  command  to  that 
of  the  Miniiinks,  and  forwarded  him  an  extracft  from  colo- 
nel Hartley's  letter  of  the  ninth,  that  he  might  accommo- 
date his  difpofitions  to  recent  events.  I  have  only  to  add 
on  this  fubjed:,  that,  on  the  twentieth,  brigadier-general 
Clinton  fet  out  to  take  the  command  at  Albany,  with  di- 
rections to  confult  with  general  Hand,  and  to  form  with 
him  fuch  combined  arrangements  as  may  appear  mofl  ccn- 
liftent  with  their  united  ftrength. 

1  am,  Sir,  with  great  refpedt,  Sec.  G.  W. 

P»  S.  As  the  troops  of  the  convention  are  approaching 
the  North -river,  I  am  throwing  over  a  part  of  the  army  in 
order  to  form  a  line  of  pofts  parallel  to  their  march,  for 
the  greater  fecurity  of  the  feveral  paffes  leading  to  the 
river. 


SIR,  Head- garter  s^  Fredericjhurg^  N'dv.  23,  1 778. 

JOHN  Temple,  efquire,  will  have  the  honour  of 
prefenting  this  to  your  excellency.  I  do  not  know  what 
Mr.  Temple's  views  are  :  but  it  feems  he  has  fome  appli- 
cation to  make  to  Congrefs.  I  never  had  till  now  the 
pleafure  of  a  perfonal  acquaintance  with,  him  :  but,  from 
the  terms  in  which  Mr.  Bowdoin  fpeaks  of  him,  as  your 
excellency  will  perceive  by  the  inclofed  letter, — and  from 
ether  recommendations  I  have  had  of  him,  I  confider  him 

as 


,  ot'ficia:i:  letter-S/^        34s^ 

as  a  acntlcraarx  of  fenfe  and  merit,  and  of  warm  attachment- 
to  the  rights  oF  his  -country,  for  which  he  appears  to  have 
faffered  greatly  in  the  prefeiU  cootelL- 

Iduve  the  honoi-r  to  be^  &c.  G.  W»  • 


Si  R,  HcrJ- garters,  Frcdcricfiurg,   Naif,  23,  I77S, 

YOUR  exccljency '3  letter  of  the  eighteenth,  with  the  ■ 
inclofiire  referred  to,  came  to  hand  yeiTerday*  I  had  be- 
fore received  the  intelligence  contained  in  Mr.  Deane's 
letter,  and  in  confequ-^nce  made  part  of  the  detachments 
which  have  been  mentioned  in  ray  late  lettersi  It  is  high* 
ly  probable  that  the  late  incurfions  and  outrages  were  com- 
mitted by  the  parties  compreheiTckd  in  Mr.  Deane^s  in- 
telligence ;  and  I  fhould  hope  that  th^  force  ali^ady  gone: 
from  the  army,  together  with  the  feafon,  will  prevent  them 
at  lead  from  making  further  great  depredations. 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  addrefling  your  excellency  on 
the  twenty-lirft,  I  received  a  letter  from  general  Hand,  of 
the  eighteenth,  an  extra(5b  from  Vv'hich  you  will  find  inclof- 
ed,  with  copies  of  a  letter  from  major  Whiting  and  one 
from  a  Mr.  Clyde,.  '  Thefe  vv'll  inform  Congrefs,  that, 
though  the  ravages  at  the  Cherry- Valley  fettlement  were 
great  in  the  late  attack  by  the  favages,  yet  our  lofs  was 
much  lefs  than  we  had  reafon  to  apprehend  it  from  our 
former  advices.  The  account  of  the  enemy's  having 
ftormed  the  fort,  and  cut  off  Alden's-  regiment,  happily 
turns  out  premature.  The  inclofure,  N^  2,  which  is  a 
copy  of  a  letter  from  lord  Stirling,  of  the  feventeenth,  will- 
advife  Congrefs  that  the  fleet  of  tranfports,  which  had  lain 
at  the  Hook  for  fome  days  before,  came  up  the  preceding 
night  to  the  watering-place,  and  alfo  that  fome  of  the  fhips- 
of  Wcir  had  returned  to  York  diiinafted.  Your  excellency 
will  alfo  fee  by  the  inclofure,  N^  3,  (which  contains  an^ 
extrafl  frora  a  letter  from  general  Sullivan,  of  the  eigh- 
teenth inffant)  the  lateii:  advices  I  have  refpeding  admiral 
,  Biron's  fleet.  From  the  lofs  of  the  Somerfet,  and  thefe 
feveral  accounts,  they  fuffered  feverely  in  their  late  cruife, 

Novemher  24.  1  ]u{\  received  from  general  Hand  the 
inclofed  petition  from  major  Whitcorab,  addreffed  to  Con- 
grefs, arxd  his  letter  to  general  Hand,  of  the  fame  date. 

My 
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My  information  refpe<5blng  the  corps  under  major  Whit- 
comb's  command  has  hitherto  been  very  imperfect ;  and 
even  now  I  do  not  know  the  terms  on  which  it  was  en- 
gaged :  nor  had  I,  till  thefe  letters  came  to  hand,  any  rea* 
Ion  to  think  that  the  troops  above  had  not  all  been  equally 
paid, — having  fent  up  a  fapply  of  money  for  the  purpofe 
foon  after  I  came  to  this  camp,  and  authorifed  the  pay- 
mafter-general  a  few  days  ago  to  forward  a  further  quantity. 
I  fhall  immediately  write  to  general  Clinton,  now  on  his 
way  to  Albany,  to  fend  a  proper  officer  to  mufter  the  corps, 
and  alfo  three  companies  (which  he  calls  provincials)  un- 
der his  dire(5tion,  faid  to  be  engaged  to  the  Erft  of  next 
month  ; — after  which,  both  will  be  paid  on  his  prefenting 
proper  rolls.  With  refped  to  clothing,  the  only  applica- 
tion I  recoUeft  to  have  had  from  major  Whitconib  was 
anfwered  with  fuch  fuppHes,  both  in  quantity  and  quality, 
as  our  (lores  at  the  time  would  admit  of.  It  may  perhaps 
be  pnidlicable  hereafter  to  put  his  corps  on  a  better  footing 
in  this  inftance. 

The  alarm  v/hich  major  Whitcomb  fpeaks  of  in  the  be- 
ginning of  his  letter  to  general  Hand  v/as  occafioned  (as 
Congrels  v\rill  perceive  by  a  copy  of  another  letter  from 
him  to  general  Hand)  by  a  defcent  made  by  a  body  of  tlic 
enemy  in  the  country  about  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  and  who,  according  to  his  report,  have  done  con  fid- 
trable  damage. 

I  direifled  general  Dii  Porrail  fome  time  ago  to  take  a 
view  of  the  works  carrying  on  in  the  Highlands  for  the 
defence  of  tlie  North-river,  and  to  make  an  eftimate  of  the 
cannon  neceffary  for  the  purpofe.  This  he  did  ;  and,  as 
he  is  now  at  Philadelphia,  I  have  VvTitten  to  him  by  this 
conveyance,  and  requeued  him  to  prefent  the  eftimate  to 
Congrefs.  I  am  forry  the  number  wanted  is  fo  great,  and 
the  more  fo  as  I  find  upon  inquiry  that  the  Salifbury  fur- 
nace in  Connedticut,  v/hich  ufed  to  caft  fo  many,  is  much 
out  of  repair,  and  could  not  poffibly  be  put  in  order,  and 
in  a  proper  Hate  for  fupplies,  before  May.  The  providing 
of  cannon  is  a  matter  of  infinite  importance  ;  and  I  am 
perfuaded  Congrefs  will  take  every  means  in  their  power 
to  accomplifh  it.  Befides  the  preffing  and  extenfive  de- 
mand for  the  works  on  the  North -river,  we  cannot  extend 
cur  views  too  foon  to  the'  cbtaining  further  large  fupplies. 

We 
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We  mull:  in  the  courfe  of  things  have  occafion  for  a  great 
deal  of  artillery  :  and,  in  any  enterprife  we  may  undertake 
againfl:  Canada,  whether  on  a  large  or  a  fmall  fcale,  fever- 
al  pieces  of  various  calibers  Vv^ill  be  airfolutely  eifTential. 
Befides  arming  the  fhips  and  veffels  we  fhall  be  obliged  to^ 
feuild  to  gain  the  navigation  of  the  lakes,  our  land  opera- 
tions will  require  a  great  number.  • 

A  detachment  of  continental  troops  will  conducft  thole 
of  the  convention  from  the  Nortlvriver  to  the  Delaware.- 
The  German  battalion  is  to  compofe  part  of  the  efcort : 
and,  after  ihe  convention  troaps  crofs  to  Pennfylvania,  I 
have  diredled  it,  in  confequenc^  of  tlie  intelligence  tranf- 
mitted  of  late  by  Congrefs  refi^eding  the  frontiers,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Eailon  with  all  its  baggage,  wiiere  it  is  to  wait  till 
general  Hand  arrives  at  the  MinifinkSy  and  whence  it  will 
be  ready  to  ad  as  circuraihmces  may  require.  At  the 
fame  time,  if  thefe  frequent  detachments  from  the  army 
could  be  avoided,  it  v/ere  much  to  be  wiflied.  -  The  troops 
Vv'ill  be  by  this  means  in  a  very  difperfed  ftate  ;  and,  be- 
fides loling- perhaps  fome  advantages-  which  might  prefent 
themfelves  if  they  were  more  coileded,'  their  difcipline 
will  be  greatly  injured,  and  it  will  be  extremely  difEcult, 
from  a  variety. of  caufes,  to  draw  them  together  again  : 
and,  if  it  fhould  be  pra61icable,  it^is  highly  probable  we 
ihall  find  their  number  much  impaired  by  defertion  and 
otherwife. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &C. ,  Q*-  W»  ^ 


SIR,  .  Head-^iarfersy   Nobemher  l6,   I77§,*- 

MR.  John  Dodge  will  have  the  honour  of  delivering ; 
this  letter  to   your  excellency, ,.  -Hss   hiitory  is  that  he  is 
a.native  of  ;Conneo>!crt,    and  about  e^ght  years  ago,  as  he  . 
informs   me,  fettled  in  the   coiaitrj  between   Detroit  and  ~ 
Bittiburg   as  ^a    Indian   trader;  that  he   carried  on  com- 
merce till  January  Ivy-o^  when,  for  his  attachuient  to  our 
caufe.and  the  meafures  he  had  ':aken  to  promote  it,  he  be-  ■ 
came  obnoxious  to  the  enemy,  was  feized  by  order  of  the 
governor  of  Detroit,    was  thrown   into  prifon,  and  there 
continued  till  the  beginning  of  May  laif,  when  he  was  fent 
to  Quebec  ;~— that .  on  the  ninth. of  October  he  efcaped 

from 
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from  thenee  and  got  into  our  fettlements>  through  the  aid 
of  a  French  Caghnewag^  v/ho  came  with  him  here  ob 
Friday  lafi. 

I  find  Mr.  Dodge  an  intelligent  youttg  man,  intimately 
acquainted  v/ith  all  the  trad  of  country  between  Pittfburg 
and  Detroit,  a^d  with  that  lying  on  Lake  Erie,  alfo  with 
mod:  of  the  favage  tribes  in  thofe  parts,  and  with  their 
languages.  He  is  likewifeweHacquainted  with  the  com- 
5iiunication  from  Fort  Stan wix  to   Ofwego  and  Niagara. 

I  believe  Mr.  Dodge's  hiitory  to  be  true  ;  and,  from  a- 
variety  of  circumftances,  I  am  perfuaded  of  his  firm  at- 
tachment to  us  :  and  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  fugged 
to  Congrefs  that  I  think  he  may  be  of  very  important  fer- 
vice  to  us  in  any  enterprife  we  may  undertake  in  the  weft- 
ern  quarter,  or  againft  the  force  on  Lake  Erie  or  Lake 
Ontario,  This  confideration,  with  that  of , his  loffes  and 
fufferings  which  I  am  inclined  to  beUeve  have  been  con- 
fiderable,  feems  to  make  him  worthy  af  notice  and  atten- 
tion. His  information  is  good  and  clear  in  feveral  points 
which  1  know  myfelf,  and  in  many  others,  (from  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  delivered  it)  far  fuperior  and  much  more 
fatisfadory  than  what  I  have  been  able  to  derive  from  any. 
other  perfon.  As  I  have  obferved  before,  Mr.  Dodge  ap- 
pears to  me  a  valuable  intelligencer  ;  and,  if  Congrefs  are 
pleafed  to  honour  him  with  an  opportunity,  he  will"  .give 
them  an  account  of  the  poftr.  of  Detroit  and  Niagara  when 
he  left  them,  and  of  that  at  Michilimachinac, — of  the  ene- 
my's naval  force  on  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  of  fuch 
other  matters  in  Canada  as  he  was  able  to  inform  him- 
felfof,  either  by  his  own  obfervation  or  the  relation  of 
others. 

General  Gates fupplied  Mr.  Dodge  v/ith  fome  money  to 
defray  his  expenfesfrom  Bofton  to  this  place,  and  1  have 
advanced  him  to-day  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  more  to 
carry  him  to  Philadelphia, 

Lhave  the  honour  to  be,  Sec.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Dodge  means  to  call  on  major  Butler  of 
the  light  troops,  with  whom  he  fays  he  is  v/ell  acquainted. 
He  alfo  fays  he  is  extremely  well  acquainted  with  colo- 
nel'Wood,  of  Virginia, — ^but  he  is  not  in  camp  ; — and  he 
adds  that  he  was  at  Pitt(burg  in  1775,  when  dodor  " 
Walker,  Mn  Wilfonj  and  Lewis  Morris,  efquire,  were 

there 
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there  as  commiflioners,  and  engaged  at  that  time  to  ufehk 
influence  to  keep  the  favages  cjuiet,  &c. 


SIR,  Head' garters ,  Freddricjlurg,  Nov,  s;,  177^* 

I  WAS  yefterday  honoured  with  your  favour  of  the 
twentieth,  with  its  feveral  inclofures.  Congrefs  will  be 
pleafed  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for  the  communi- 
cation of  the  treaties  between  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty 
and  the  United  States.  The  refolve  refpeding  the  ex- 
change of  prifoners  has  'been  tranfniitted  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  and  I  have  appointed  commiffioners  (if  he  thinks 
proper)  to  meet  his  at  Amboy  the  feventh  of  next  months 

I  have  the  pleafurc  to  inform  Congrefs  that  the  whole 
army  (one  brigade  and. the  light  corps  excepted)  Is  now  ia 
motion  to  the  places  of  their  refped:ive  cantonments  for 
winter-quarters.  I  have  thought  it  prudent  to  delay  this 
event. a  while,  to  give  time  for  the  convention  troops  to 
inakefome  progrefsin  croffing  the  North-river,  to  prevent 
a  poffibility  of  accident.  The  third  dividon  paffes  this  day ; 
and,  if  no  unexpeded  interruption  happens,  the  whole  will 
be  over,  the  thirtieth  in  (Ian  t.  When  their  pail  age  is  com- 
pleted, the  remaining  troops  kept  in  the. field  vnW  Imme- 
diately retire  to  quarters. 

The  difpofition  for  winter-quarters  is  as  follows. — Nine 
brigades  will  be  flrationed  on  the  wefl:  fide  of  Hudfon's 
Tiver,  exclufive  of  the  garrifon  at  Weft-Point,— one  of 
which  (the  North -Carolina  brigade)  will  be  near  Smithes' 
Clove  for  the  fecurity  of^that  pafs,  and  as  a  reinforcement 
to  Y/eft-Point  in  cafe  of  necelTity  ;  another  (the  Jerfey 
brigade)  will  be  at  Elizabethtown,  to  cover  the  lov/er  part 
of  Jerfey  ;  and  the  other  feven,  confifting  of  the  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Pennfylvania  troops,  v/iil  be  at 
^Middlebrook.  Six  brigades  will  be  left  on  the  enll:  ilde 
of  the  river  and  at  Weft-Point  ; — -three  of  which  (of  the 
Maffachufetts  troops)  will  be  ftationed  for  the  immediate 
defence  of  the  Highlands  ;  one  at  Weft-Point  in  additica 
to  the  garrifon  already  there  ;  and  the  other  tv\'o  at  Fiih- 
kill  and  the  Continental  Village.  The  remaining  three 
brigades,  compofed  of  the  New-PIampfhire  and  Connet^li- 
cut  troops,  and   Hazen's  regiment,  will  be  pofted  in  the 

vicinity 
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Ticinity  of  Danbury,  for  the  protedion  of  the  country  ]y« 
ing  along  the  Sound,  to  cover  our  magazines  iyingon 
Connedlicut-river,  and  to  aid  the  Highlands  on  any  ferious 
movement  of  the  enemy  that  way.  The  p^rk  of  artillery 
•^vill  be  at  Pluckemin,  The  cavalry  will  be  difpofed  of 
thus  : — ^Bland's  regiment  at  Winchefler  in  Virginia,  Bay- 
lor's at  Frederic  or  Hagarftown  in  Maryland,  Moylan's 
at  Lancafter  in  P^^fylvania,  and  Sheldon's  at  Durham 
in  Connedlicut.  Lee's  corps  will  be  with  that  part  of  the 
army  which  is  in  the  Jerfeys  adting  on  the  advanced  polls. 
This  comprehends  the  general  diftribution  of  the  army, 
except  Clinton's  brigade  of  New-York  troops,  Pulafl^i's 
corps,  and  fome  detached  regiments  and  corps  ftationed 
at  Albany  and  at  different  parts  of  the  frontier,  q£  which 
Congrefs  have  already  been  particularly  advif«4»-:^^^rteral 
Putnam  will  commcind  at  Danbury,,  general  M^Wougal 
in  the  .Highlands,  and  my  own  qudfter%%ill  be  in  the  Jer- 
feys, in  the  neighbourhood  c^'  Middlcbrook. 

This  difpofition  appear^, to  me'  bed  calculated  to  con- 
ciliate as  far  as.pofrible  thefe  feveral  objedls,  the  protec- 
tion of  the  country,  the  fecurity  of  the  important  pofts  in 
the  Highlands,  the  fafety,  difcipline,  and  eafy  fubfiflence 
of  the  army.  To  have  kept  > die  troops  in  a  colleded  ftate 
W'r.ild  have  increafed  infinitely  the  expenfe  and  difficulty 
of  fubfiffing  them,  both  with  refpedl  to  forage  and  provi- 
fions  :  to  hi.ve  divided  them  into  fmaller  cantonments 
would  have  made  it  far  lefs  pradiicable  to  maintain  order 
Ttnd  difcipline  among  them,  and  would  have  put- them  lefs 
in  a  condition  to  control  and  prevent  oiFeniive  operations 
on  the  fide  of  the  enemy,  or  to  afiemble  to  take  advantage 
of  any  favourable  opening  which  their  future  fituation  may 
offer,  fliould  they  be  obliged  to  wxaken  them fe Ives  by 
further  detachments  fo  far  as  to  invite  an  enicrprife  againit 
them. 

By  the  efiimate  of  the  quartcr-mafter  and  commiffary- 
general,  it  appears  indifpenfabie  to  have  the  principal  part 
of  the  arm.y  on  the  other  iide  of  the  North-river.  It  was 
thought  impracfticable  to  furnifli  the  necolTary  fupplies  of 
flour  for  tlie  whole,  on  tliis  fide  the  river,  from  the  im- 
menfe  difRculty  and  expenfe  of  tranfportation  in  the  win- 
ter feafon,  and  from  the  exhaufled  Hate  of  the  country, 
with  refped  to  forage.      As  this  fubjed  has  been  already 

fully 
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fully  before  Congrefs,  I  (liall  not  trouble  them  with  a  rep- 
etition of  the  detail.  In  order  as  much  as  poffible  to  re- 
duce the  demand,  of  forage  and  facilitate  the  fupplies,  I 
have  given  dire(Stions,  when  the  feveral  diviiions  arrive  at 
their  cantonments,  to  fend  away  to  convenient  places  at  a 
diftance  from  them  all  the  horfes  not  abfolutely  requifite 
to  carry  on  the  ordinary  bufmefs  of  the  army. 

It  is  unneceilliry  to  add  that  the  troops  muft  again  have 
recourfs  to  the  expedient  of  hutting  as  they  did  laft  year. 
But,  as  they  are  now  well  clad,  and  we  have  had  more 
ieifure  to  make  fome  little  preparations  for  winter-quarters, 
I  hope  they  will  be  in  a  more  comfortable  fituation  than 
they  were  in  the  preceding  winter.  With  the  higheft 
refredl  and  efleem,  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

G.  W. 


S  I  R,  MUzabdh-to'Lvn,  December  4, 1 77?. 

BETWEEN  Fredericfburg  and  this  place  where  I 
arrived  yefterday  afternoon,  I  had  the  honour  to  receive 
your  excellency's, feveral  favours  of  the  twent^fixth,  twen- 
ty-feventh,  and  twenty-eighth,  in  due  order,  with  their 
feveral  inclofjres,  which  iliall  have  rny  attention.  My 
being  on  the  road  from  the  time  of  their  coming  to  hand  till 
yefterday  prevented  me  from  acknowledging  them  before. 
As  many  inconveniences  would  attend  the  removing  of 
the  fick  officers  and  men  of  the  convention  troops  by  land, 
and  the  officers  having  families,  I  have  written  to  general 
Gates  to  permit  them  to  proceed  to  the  falls  of  James's- 
rlver  by  water,  on  the  officers'  giving  their  paroles  that 
they  and  the  men  will  perform  the  voyage.  I  have  alfo 
acquainted  him  of  the  meeting  in  contemplation  for  an  ex- 
^  change  of  prifoners,  that  the  officers  may  not  leave  Bofton 
till  the  refalt  is  knov/n. 

With  refped;  to  major  De  PafTern  of  the  regiment  of 
HefTe-Hanau,  I  hope  he  may  be  releafed  by  an  exchange  ; 
after  which,  it  will  remain  with  him^to  obtain  liberty  from 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  return  to  Europe.  But  if  the  ex- 
change in  agitation  ihould  not  take  plade,  I  (hould  be  hap- 
py if  Congrefs  themlelves  would  decide  whether  he  is  to 
be  allowed  his  requeit.  If  on  my  permifiion  he  fhould  go 
to  Europe  without  application  to  and  the  COiifent  of  the 
Vol.  IL  F  f  Britifti 
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Britiili  commander  (which  feems  to  be  his  intention)  the 
enemy  might  not  think  themfelves  bound  upon  a  future  oc- 
cafion  to  account  for  him, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  JUizabeth-ioivriy  Dnemher  K,  I77?f 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  addrefs  you  by  command 
of  his  excellency,  who  went  from  this  place  at  four  o'clock 
this  morning,  in  confequence  of  advice  received  lad  night 
that  fifty-two  vefTels  great  and  fmall,  including  a  bomb- 
ketch,  with  troops  on  board,  had,  the  day  before  yefterday, 
moved  up  the  North-river  as  far  as  Cloyder-landing,  and 
yefterday  morning  got  under  way  and  were  proceeding  far- 
ther up.  He  propofcd  to  make  his  firii  (lage  at  Acquake- 
nunk,  and  to  proceed  as  his  future  intelligence  might  re- 
quire. He  is  much  at  a  lofs  to  determine  the  delign  of 
the  enemy,  but  thinks  it  may  either  have  refpecft  to  the 
forts  in  the  Highlands  or  to  the  convention  troops. 

When  he  left  Peekflcill,  the  two  Maflachufetts  brigades, 
on  their  march  thither  from  Hartford,  were  not  arrived, 
fo  that  the  troops  on  the  fpot  v^ere  the  only  original  garri- 
fon  of  Weft-Point,  and  Nixon's  brigade  "which  lay  near 
the  Continental  Village  :  but,  w^ithout  the  moft  inexplica- 
ble delay,  thofe  muft  have  reached  their  defrination  fomc 
days  fincc.  If  fo,  and  the  enemy  fhould  meditate  a  ftrckc 
againft  Weft-Point,  they  will  probably  fail  in  it  unlefs  there 
fiiould  be  fomething  like  a  furprife.  The  general  alfo  thinks 
it  probable  that  the  Maryland  divifion  we're  yefterday  even- 
ing at  the  Clove.  Their  inftrudcions  were,  to  communicate 
Avith  Vv^eft-Point  and  reinforce  it  on  any  emergency.  They 
wxre,  in  addition  to  them,  dire6>ed  laft  night  by  exprek 
to  move  iinmediately  towards  the  forts,  di-vefted  of  baggage 
and  artillery,  for  the  more  Ipeedy  communication.  The 
Carolina  brigade  has  been  feme  time  ftationed  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Clove. 

One  brigade  of  the  Virginia  troops  is  at  Pompton;  and 
the  other  tvv'o  were  exp'e&d  to  reach  Springficld  yefterday, 
The  Penni^/lvauia  troops/  it  is  iuppofed,  would  be  at  Ac- 
quakenunk  or  in  the  n;:i.o,hbourhocd  of  Paramus.  Thefe 
ti-ooT>s,  ini::icdi:itciy  -en  receiving  'the  prcfent  intelligence, 

were 
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^^ere  ordered  to  halt ;  and  his  excellency  is  gone  forward ' 
to  regulate  their   movements   according  to  circumftances. 
The  brigade  in  this  town  is  ordered  tohoid  itfelf  in  readinefs. 

If  the  convention  troops  fhould  be  their  objed,  it  is  prob-- 
s^,ble  the  attempt  will  be  too  late  to  anfwer  any  purpofe  : 
the  rear  divifioa  was  to  crofs  the  North-river  on  Wednef- 
-day  laft,  but  murf  certainly  have  done  it  on  Thurfday  ;  the 
front  muft  be  not  far  from  the  Delaware  ;  and  the  whole 
too  far  advanced  to  be  fubjedl  to  a  refcue.  Added  to  this, 
there  is  a  pretty  flirong  guard  with  each  divifion.  His 
excellency  however  has  fent  on^  the  intciligence  to  colonel 
Bland  who  directs  their  march,  urging  him  to  hafkn  them 
forward  with  all  polTible  difpatch. 

One  brigade  of  Connedlicut  troops  was  at  Danbury,  the 
Other  at  Frederic  (burg,  when  we  came  away  ;  and  general 
Poor's  was  in  full  march  for  the  former,  and  mufl  long 
£nce  have  arrived. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  R.  H.  Harrison. 

P.  S.     Your  excellency  will  excufe  this  hurried  fcrawl. 


SIR.,  Paramus^  December  *]^   1 7/8. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  receiving  yours  of  the  fecond 
at  this  place.  I  have  forv/arded  the  brevet  to  captain  Si- 
monet ;  and  fball  take  fuch  meafures  in  regard  to  colonel 
Fleury's  letter  as  (liall  feem  proper,  upon  ray  arrival  at 
Middlebrook  for  which  I  fet  out  again  to-morrow. 

Upon  leaving  Elizabeth-town  I  direded  colonel  Harri- 
fon  to  inform  you'  of  the  intelligence  I  had  received,  and 
which  I  thought  demanded  my  perfonal  attention,  as  the 
enemy  appeared  to  be  going  up  the  river  in  confiderable 
force.  Having  put  the  troops  dellined  for  the  Middlebrook 
cantonment  upon  their  march  back  tov^ards  the  North-riv- 
er, I  was  proceeding  that  wa.y  myfelf  when  an  exprsfs  met 
me  a  few  miles  beyond  this,  informing  me  that  the  enemy's 
fhipping,  which  had  been  as  high  as  King's  ferry,  had  fall- 
en down  again.  They  landed  a  party  at  the  ferry,  and 
fet  lire  to  a  few  fmall  buildings  near  the  water  ;  but,  upon 
a  party  of  curs  advancing,  they  immediately  \_re-emharhd'\ 
without  attempting  any  thing  further.  The  boats  and  ftores 
of  every  kind  had  been  previoufly  fecared.     I  cannot  ac- 

couait 
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count  for  this  manoeuvre  but  by  fuppofmg  that  they  had 
been  mif-informed  as  to  the  qaantity  of  (lores  at  the  ferry, 
or  that  they  expeded  to  find  the  polls  in  a  defencelefs 
fituation  ;  or  it  may  perhaps  have  been  to  favour  a  forage 
below. 

Finding  that  the  troops  deftined  for  the  defence  of  the 
Highlands  had  arrived  at  their  refpedlive  pofts  agreeably 
to  my  orders  and  expeftations,  I  have  again  put  thofe  in- 
tended for  Middlebrook  into  motion ;  and  I  hope  they 
will  arrive  there  while  tlie  roads  and  weather  are  both  fine- 
Accounts  from  New-York  through  a  good  channel  in- 
form me  that  thirty  thoufand  tons  of  fliipping  had  been 
fuddenly  taken  up  for  government  fervice,  and  that  a  gen- 
eral embargo  is  laid.  The  occafion  has  not  yet  tranfpired  ; 
at  lead  it  has  not  yet  reached  me. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  6cc.  G.  W. 


S  1  R,  Head-^artersy  Middlebrook,  Dec.  13,  1778. 

SINCE  my  lafl  of  the  feventh,  I  have  been  honour- 
ed with  your  favours  of  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  eighth  inftant, 
with  their  inclofures,  to  which  the  proper  attention  fhall 
be  paid.  I  have  made  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
Canada  affairs  the  fubjed  of  a  particular  letter,  which  I  have 
the  honour 'of  tranfmitting  by  this  conveyance. 

I  am,  with  the  greateii:  refpe(5l,  &c.  G.  W. 

P.  S.  Lieutenant-colonels  Harrifon  and  Hamilton  went 
to  Amboy  on  Monday  lafl:  to  meet  the  Britifh  commiflion- 
ers  :  but  the  weather  had  been  fo  extremely  bad  that  they 
had  not  met  on  Friday. 


S  1  R,  Head' garters y  Middhlrooky  Dec.  I3,  I77S. 

IT  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  return  an  anfwer 
to  your  favour  of  the  fixth  inftant  till  now.  The  letter 
met  me  on  the  road,  /eparated  from  my  papers  ;  and  I  did 
not  reach  this  place  till  late  on  the  eleventh,  fince  v/hich 
I  have  been  much  employed  in  attending  to  the  dif^ofitioDs 
for  hutting  the  army  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  objeds  of 
^he  difpatch  have  engaged  my  utnloll;  attention. 

The 
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The  earned:  defire  I  have  to  pay  the  ftridlefl:  compliance 
in  every  inftance  with  the  views  and  inftru<fl:ioBs  of.  Con- 
grefs  cannot  but  make  me  feel  the  greateft  uneafinefs  when 
I  find  myfelf  in  circumftances  of  hefitation  or  doubt  with 
refpe6l  tO' their  diredions.  But  the  perfect  confidence  I 
have  in  the  juftice  and  candour  of  that  honourable  body 
emboldens  me  to  communicate  without. referve  the  difficul- 
ties which  occur  in  the  execution  of  their  prefent  order  ; 
and  the  indwlgtrxCQ  I  have  experienced  on  every  former 
occafion  induces  me  to  imagine  that  the  liberty  1  now  take 
will  not  meet  v/ith  their  difapprobation. 

I  have  attentively  taken  up  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  the  fifth  (approved  by  Congrefs)  on  the  fabjed  of  my 
letter  of  the  eleventh  uhim.o  on  the  propofed  expedition 
into  Canada  :  I  have  conficicred  it  in  feveral  lights,  and- 
lincerely  regret  that  I  Ihould  feel  myfelf  under  any  embar- 
raffment  in  carrying  it  into  execution.  Still  I  remain  of 
opinion,  from  a  general  review  of  things  and  the  ftate  of 
our  refources,  that  no  extenSve  fyfteni  of  co-operation 
with  the  French,  for  the  complete  emancipation  of  Cana- 
da, can  be  pofitively  decided  on  for  the  enfuing  year.  To 
propofe  a  plan  of  perfe(fl:  co-operation  with  a  foreign  pow- 
er without  a  moral  certainty  in  our  fupplies,  and  to  have 
tliat  plan  actually  ratified  v/ith  the  court  of  Verfailles,  might 
be  attended,  in  cafe  of  failure  in  the  conditions  on  our  partj- 
with  very  fata!  effects. 

If  I  fhouid  feem  unwilling  to  tranfmlt  the  plan  as  pre- 
pared by  Congrefs,  with  my,  obfervations,  it  is  becaufe  I 
find  myfelF  under  a  necefiity  (in  arder  to  ^ive  out  minifter 
fafficient  ground  to  found  an  application  on)  to  propofe 
foniething  raore  than  a  vague  and  indecilive  plan,  which,, 
even  in  the  event  of  a  total  evacuation  of  thefe  States  by 
the  enemy,  may  be  rendered  impradicable  in  the  execution 
by  a  \ariety  of  iniiirmountable  obftacles  :.  or  if  T retain  my 
prefent  fentimeots  and  ad  conliftently,  I  mud  point  out 
the  diilculties  as.  they  appear  to  me  ;  which  mufi  embar-? 
rafs  his  negociations,  and  may  difappcint  the  views  of  Con- 

But,  proceeding  on  the  idea  of  the  enemy's  leaving  thefe 
States  before  the  adive  part  of  the  enfuing  campaign,  I 
(hould  fear  to  hazard  a  miftake  as  to  the  precife.aim  and 
extent  of  the  views  of  Congrefs.     The  line  cf  condud 

that. 
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tfiat  I  am  to  obferve  in  writing  to  our  minifter  at  the  court; 
of  France  does  not  appear  (ufficiently  delineated  : — were 
I  to  undertake  it,  I  fhould  be  much  afraid  of  erring  througli 
mifconception.  In  this  tiilenlma  I  would  efleem  it  a  par- 
ticular favour  to  be  excufed  from  writing  at  all  on  the  fub- 
je(5l,  efpecially  as  it  i^  the  part  of  candour  in  me  to  ac- 
knowledge that  I  do  not  fee  my  way  clear  enough  to  point 
out  fuch  a  plan  for  co-operation  as  I  conceive  to  be  con* 
fiftent  with  the  ideas  of  Congrefs,  and  that  will  be  fuffi- 
ciently  explanatory  with  refped  to  time  and  circumflances, 
to  give  efficacy  to  the  meafure.  But  if  Congrefs  ftill  think 
it  necelTary  for  me  to  proceed  in  the  bufinefs,  I  mull:  re- 
queft  their  more  definitive  and  explicit  infl:ru(5lions,  and 
that  they  will  permit  me,  previous  to  tranfmitting  the  in- 
tended difpatches,  to  fubmit  them   to  their  determination. 

I  could  wifh  to  lay  before  Congrefs  more  minutely  the 
ftate  of  the  army,  the  condition  of  our  fupplies,  and  thie 
requifites  necefHiry  for  carrying  into  execution  an  under- 
taking that  may  involve  the  moil  ferious  events.  If  Con- 
grefs think  this  can  be  done  more  fatisfadorily  in  aperfonal 
conference,  I  hope  to  have  the  army  in  fuch  a  fituation 
before  I  can  receive  their  anfwer,  as  to  afford  me  an  op- 
portunity of  giving  my  attendance.  I  would  only  add 
that  I  (hall  cheerfully  comply  with  the  diredions  of  Con- 
grefs relative  to  making  every  preparation  in  our  power  for 
an, expedition  ag.iinft  Niagara,  and  for  fuch  further  opera- 
tions to  the  northward  as  time  and  circumfl-ances  tell  en- 
able us  to  carry  on.  Meafures  for  the  purpofe  have  been 
taken  in  part  for  fome  time  pafl:  ;  and  1  (hall  purfae  them 
Tigoroufly.  The  fubjedr  has  long  engaged  my  contempla- 
tion ;  and  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  expediency 
and  policy  of  doing  every  thing  pradicable  on  our  part, 
for  giving  fecurity  to  our  frontiers  by  the  reduction  ofthofe 
places  which  facilitate  annoying  them>  and"  even  for  ac- 
Gompliihing  tlie  annexation  of  Canada  to  the  Union.- 

I  have  the  honour  to  b^,  &c.  G.  W» 

P.  S.  I  have  detained  the  letter  to  the  marquis  till 
your  further  in ftrudions.  The  waters  have  been  fo  high 
as  to  prevent  the  exprcfs  fetting  out  yeileniay  with  this 
dii])atch  as  was  intended. 
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"To  his  excsllency    y.jhn   Jiyr  prefuhnt  of  Congrefs, 
.S  I  ^,  Hsad-^arUrs\  MiddUhrool^  Bee.  tl,  !']•]%, 

IN  a  letter  which  1  had  the  honour  of  receiving  from 
Congrefs,  dated  the  fecond  inftant,  was  inclofed  the  copy 
of  one  from  He  uten  ant -colon  el  Fleury,  upon  the  fubjedl  of 
which,  the  prefident  defired  me  to  exprefs  "  my  fentiments, 
as  alfo  of  the  merits  of  Mr,  Fleury  daring  his  fervices  in 
the  army." 

I  do  not  conceiv^e  that  Congrefs  fhould  re  que  ft  a  r  en  ew^ 
al  of  colonel  Fleury's  furlough  from  the  French  minifler 
plenipotentiary.  An  application  of  that  kind  ought,  in  my 
opinion,  to  be  made  by  himfelf,  not  only  becaufe  it  is  cuf- 
tomary,  but  becaufe  folicitatlons  of  a  fimilar  nature  would  - 
in  all  probability  be  made  by  many  not  having  Mr.  Fieu- 
ry's  claim  to  the  favour  of  the  public,  and  to  whom  it 
would  be  difficult  to  give  a  refufal  after  a  precedent  had 
been  eftablifhed.  1  would  not  be  underftood  to  include 
the  cafe  of  general  Du  Portail  and  the  gentlem.en  In  the 
engineering  department,  who  are  peculiarly  circumftanced, 
and  in  whofe  behalf  I  have  written  particularly  to  Congrefs. 

As  to  Mr.  Fleury's  merits  as  an  officer,  I  can  only  re- 
peat what  I  have  upon  feveral  occafions  mentioned  to  Con^ 
grefs  before, — that  he  is  brave,  adive,  and  intelligent,  and 
thatj.ihould  he  obtain  leave  to  remain  in  America,  1  fliali 
take  an  opportunity  (agreeably  to  my  promife  to  him)  of 
employing  him  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  his  rank,  and  in 
-fuch  a  way  as  will  not  clafh  Vv/ith  the  officers  of  the  hne.- 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c,  G.  W. 


$  I  R,  IL:cd-i^artcrs,  Mlddlchro.h,  Dcs.  l6,  I778, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  of  addreiling  ycu  on  the 
thirteenth,  the  gentlemen  appointed  to  meet  commiilioners 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  have  returned  to  camp.  Your 
excellency  will  find,  by  a  copy  of  their  report,  N^  7, 
(>vhi,ch,  with  the  other  papers  refpe6ring  the  meeting,  is 
inclolcd,)  that  an  exchange  of  prifoners  has  not  taken  place. 
As  an  exchange  has  not  been  effedled,  and  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  has  called  for  all  cur  officers  on  parole,  I  (hall, 
id  confequence  cf  the  refolution  of  the  nineteenth  ultimo, 

order 
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order  the  commifTary  of  prifoners  to  require  the  immediate 
return  of  the  convention  and  any  other  officers  with  the 
enemy  on  parole.  I  do  not  mean  however  to  include  gea- 
eral  Burgoyne  in  the  demand  unlefs  Congrefs  fliould  di- 
redl:  it,  as  there  appear  to  me  many  political  reafons  for 
permitting  him  to  remain  in  Britain  in  his  prefent  temper. 
But  if  Congrefs  fhould  differ  from  me  in  opinion  on  this 
point,  I  ihail  be  happy  to  be  informed,  that  raeafures  may 
be  purfued  for  his  recaL 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  *  G.  W. 


S  I  R,  Philadelphia,  Decehibdr  3 1 ,  T  7  7  8. 

I  HAD  the  honour  of  addreiTing  Congrefs  fame  time 
Unce  on  the  fubjedt  ofoener.il  Du  Portail  and  the  s^ntle- 

Jo  O  . 

men  with  him.  He  informs  me  that  his  affair  has  not  yet 
"been  decided,  and  is  extremely  anxious  that  it  fhculd  be, 
in  fome  way  or  other.  He  affigns  many  povv'erful  reafons 
to  fliew  that  it  is  very  interefting  to  him  (if  he  is  not  to 
continue  in  our  fervice)  to  return  .to  Frarxe  as  fpeedily  as 
poffible.  He  alfo  informs  me  that  he  has  reafon  to  think,  in. 
the  confideration  of  his  aifair,  the  retaining  him  in  fervice 
and  the  adopting  the  plan  propofed  in  his  memoir  are  unit- 
ed, and  the  decifion  of  the  one  fufpended  on  that  of  the 
other  ;  and  has  therefore  requeued  me  to  reprefent  to  Con- 
grefs that  he  fliould  be  happy  if  they  could  be  confidered 
feparately  :  and  if  his  fen^ices,  abflradledly  froni  the  projecl 
propofed  by  him,  are  deemed  nece/Iary,  it  will  be  agreea- 
ble to  him  to  remain  in  the  country. 

I  have  already  taken  the  liberty  to  offer  my  fentiments 
on  the  propriety  of  engaging  thefe  gentlemen  to  continue 
in  the  fervice.  It  really  appears  to  me  that  they  will  bQ 
eilentially  neceffary  to  oar  future  operations,  whether  de- 
fenfive  or  offeniive  ;  and  it  cannot  therefore  but  give  me 
pleafure  if  it  fhall  be  confident  with  the  views  of  Congrefs 
to  retain  them,  and  to  give  every  encouragement  which 
they  may  reafon ttbly  expedl:. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  G.  W. 


END  OF  THE  SEG^ND  VOLUME- 


